








RIGHT SAID ED

Why I like vans, and why EVs 
may not be the silver bullet
I never thought I’d say this, but I rather 
like vans. I don’t know if this is a result 
of growing older and my ‘uncle’ gene 
kicking in, but there you have it.  They’re 
boxy and don’t go very fast, but I have 
come to appreciate their other qualities 
— utility, space and comfort. Indians 
in their millions have appreciated these 
qualities for decades, and have also 
clearly wanted some luxury in their 
vans, going by the grey market imports 
of plush vans and DC mods that were 
all the rage not so long ago; thus it’s 
not surprising that manufacturers have 

pricier luxe vans. Kia kicked things off 
recently at the lower end of that niche 
with the Carnival, which is as good a 

the Carnival is the ‘entry level’ product 

its roof, with its ` 80 lakh ex-showroom 

vicinity of the Mercedes-Benz V-Class. 
That much cash for a Toyota may be a 
bit of a stretch for some, but it really 
is quite something once you get in it. 
The two 2nd row captain seats blow 
everything else out of the water, German 
luxe limos included, and its hybrid petrol 
powertrain is as smooth as a poker 
player with their hustle on. The V-Class 

camper van this country has seen, 
has beds, a kitchenette, a wardrobe 
and other such amenities in the back 
— delightful. MG has announced that 
it’ll launch the G10 MPV this year, 
and I wouldn’t be surprised if other 
manufacturers jump into the fray as 
well. Bring them on, I say.

The other segment of the automotive 
market that is seeing a ton of activity 
is, of course, the EV segment — which 
ties right in with the Bajaj Chetak that’s 

on our cover this month. Kartik says 
that it’s the best two-wheeler Bajaj has 
ever made, which is saying a lot (for 
both Bajaj and Kartik, since he doesn’t 

well-made and reasonably fun-to-ride 
scooter, with its principal drawback 
being a lack of range. That, though, 
sums up pretty much every full EV in 
this country, doesn’t it? They all seem to 
have exciting and promising technology, 
good build quality, decent design and 
surprisingly peppy performance  — but 
real world range, and a concomitant 
lack of both private and public charging 

What happens, for example, if you live 
in one of those multi-tower Gurugram 
apartment complexes and buy a Hyundai 
Kona? How do you charge it in your 
allotted parking slot? Who pays for the 
electricity that you’re consuming? If you 
then take it out on a road trip and need 
to recharge, where do you do so if you’re, 
say, up in the hills near Almora? Do 
you rock up to a dhaba and ask to use 
a plug point (from which even a partial 

says you can, how do you pay them? 
Crucially, given that the large majority of 
the electricity produced in this country is 
via coal, how ‘clean’ is an EV, in the long 
run? These — and other — questions still 
have no concrete answers, and I suspect 
that in true Indian fashion, we’ll just... 

a particular technology are negated. 
Enjoy the issue, and have a think about 
these things while you’re riding your new 
Chetak around.
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LUST

MotoGP gets underway this month, again giving us 
something to look forward to on weekends. And by now, 
Valentino Rossi must seem as old as motorcycle racing itself 
to most people, especially to younger fans. Racing in the Marc 

Here’s hoping he rekindles the magic that makes him one of 
the greatest motorcycle racers of all time. And that he decides 
to race beyond 2020, too. MotoGP just won’t be the same 
without its biggest phenomenon.  

M O T O G P  2 0 2 0

GO TIMEGO TIME
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Festival ahead
I was both surprised and delighted 

Here’s what our Instagram-enabled monkeys 
have been up to with their opposable thumbs...
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Tejas Patil

If you haven’t already placed an 

check out our review of the Toyota 

A Chip Off The Old Block

the adrenaline pumping. When I 

Shibi Shankar

what we do!

Statement of ownership and other
particulars about MOTORING WORLD

FORM IV, See Rule 8

1. Place of publication: New Delhi.
2. Periodicity of publication: Monthly.
3, 4, & 5 Printer’s, Publisher’s, and
 Editor’s Name: Paresh Nath.
 Nationality: Indian,
 Address: E-8, Jhandewala Estate,
   New Delhi-55. 
6. Names and addresses of individuals  who own 

the newspaper and partners or shareholders 
holding more than one per cent of the total  
capital: Shobhika Media Private Limited 

 E-8, Jhandewala Estate, New Delhi-55.

 I, Paresh Nath, hereby declare that the  
particulars given above are true to the best of 
my knowledge and belief.

      Sd
    Paresh Nath, Publisher.

12 MOTORING WORLD | MARCH 2020 





14 MOTORING WORLD |  OCTOBER 2019 

1948

REWIND/PLAY
1 9 4 8  L A N D  R O V E R  S E R I E S  I / 
2 0 2 0  L A N D  R O V E R  D E F E N D E R

A SERIES OF FORTUNATE EVENTS
The Land Rover Defender might be all new, 

but it’s stayed true to its roots

The Series I was originally designed on a Jeep plat-
form to be an agricultural vehicle with center-mounted 
steering and power take off (PTO) to drive agricultural 
equipment.
As it neared production, Land Rover changed the design 
to a more traditional steering layout and in the process 
also eliminated all the Jeep components.
Because steel was scarce after the WWII, the Series I  
was initially draped in an aluminium alloy, which  
continued through its entire production cycle even 
though aluminium later became more expensive.
You could get your Land Rover in any size and shape  
you wanted; LR offered three different wheelbases,  
multiple body styles, including a forward-control  
model and one with tracks instead of tyres, too.
For 30 years, the Land Rover was just a model in the 
Rover lineup. It was only in 1978 that Land Rover was 
incorporated as a separate company.
The Series I was only supposed to be on sale for a couple 
of years while Rover made enough money to start  
making cars again, but the Land Rover went on sale and 
the rest is history. 

It was only after Land Rover introduced other 
models that the Defender got its name to avoid 
confusion. 
Unlike the absolutely agricultural Series I, the new 
Defender is packed to the gills with technology.
The models are still called the Defender 90 and 
110, but only symbolically; the wheelbases  
of the cars are nowhere near the 90- and  
110-inch lengths.
The new Defender 90 might be more compact than 
most sedans, but a jump seat between the front 
seats means that it can seat six people without 
anyone getting in the way of the gear lever.
It may be a unibody construction, unlike the  
body-on-frame form of all the previous Defenders, 
but the new one claims to be just as capable, if 
not more.  

TH
EN

NO
W

LAND ROVER SERIES I

LAND ROVER  DEFENDER
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LUST

MotoGP gets underway this month, again giving us 
something to look forward to on weekends. And by now, 
Valentino Rossi must seem as old as motorcycle racing itself 
to most people, especially to younger fans. Racing in the Marc 

Here’s hoping he rekindles the magic that makes him one of 
the greatest motorcycle racers of all time. And that he decides 
to race beyond 2020, too. MotoGP just won’t be the same 
without its biggest phenomenon.  
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If you just got yourself a Pagani 
Huayra BC thinking it was the 
wildest thing to come out of 
Automobili Pagani, we have some bad 
news for you. Pagani has unveiled 
an absolutely bonkers version of the 
Huayra it simply calls the Imola. It’s 
named after the famous racetrack 
nestled in northern Italy, and it packs 
827 bhp of peak power and over 110 
kgm of twisting force coming from an 
AMG-sourced 6.0-litre V12 engine — 
you can bet it has the chops to back 
up that name. 

Pagani has taken weight saving 

STUFF OF LEGENDS
Pagani’s most powerful car yet is taking no prisoners

PAG A N I  I M O L A

to such an extreme level that even 
the paint on the Imola is specially 
designed. It’s called Aquarello Light 
and it saves about 5 kg. And did 
we mention it has gas? You read 
that right. In the pursuit of speed, 
Pagani gave the Imola something 
it calls ‘smart gas’ to enhance the 
transmission and provide faster gear 
changes from its 7-speed paddle-
shift ’box.

Speaking of air, there is also a 
revised aero package on the Imola 
to generate an ungodly amount of 
downforce while still keeping the ride 

FAST

height manageable for city streets. 
And because of that, the Imola 
isn’t exactly a looker. Even Horacio 
Pagani, the founder of the company, 
seems to agree with that. Its sole 
purpose is to be a testbed for all the 
technologies Pagani intends to put 
in its future cars. Also, this is the 
Fast section of our magazine; for eye 

Lust section.
Want to buy one? Bad news again. 

and all of them have already been 
spoken for to the tune of over  
$5 million. 
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What is it?
Another example of 
probably the coolest type 
of phone ever. 

Why is it cool?
Because it gives you the 
satisfaction of slamming 
the phone shut to end 
your phone calls. The 
Galaxy Z Flip is also the 

an actual glass screen 
measuring 17.01 cm. 
Sure, it’s not a full-glass 
panel like most normal 
phones, but the Galaxy Z 
has a thin layer of glass 

layers of plastic to 
enhance the durability 

COOL
S A M S U N G  G A L A X Y  Z  F L I P

by a Snapdragon 855 

the features you’d expect 

fantastic cameras and 256 
GB of storage.

Is it expensive?
Of course it is! Like any 

cost of entry into the 

is exorbitant, but that 

it genuinely cool. We 

more manufacturers start 
making phones in this 

and scratch resistance of 

you can’t exactly put a 
screen protector on it, this 
is a good thing.

Coming to the party 
piece of the Galaxy Z, the 
hinge features internal 

the screen stable at any 

you to take pictures and 
videos at any angle. To 
keep things running 
smoothly, there are 
brushes integrated into 
the folding mechanism to 
keep dust and debris out 
of the gears.

Under the hood, the 

it stands, the Galaxy Z 
Flip can be yours for ` 1.1 
lakh. For reference, the 

S10 can be had for nearly 
half that price! 

OH, FLIP! 
Here is Samsung’s 

second folding 

smartphone
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BEHIND THE SINS
T H I S  I S  H O W  W E  D O  I T

Never thought too much about it, to be hon-

motorcycle at the age of 36. I never thought I’d 

series. With so many never-thoughts, you might 

-
sion of mine is stronger than I thought, since 
that’s the only possible reason for me to get a 
dual-purpose motorcycle. In any case, say hello 
to Veloce, the KTM 390 Adventure, born on the 

-
no Rossi said to me as I interrupted him exactly 

Reventón

FAST FIRST 

PROJECT G13BB
-

And my mechanic tells me the engine is still tight, 

because it continues to be the most preferred car 
-

choice for a project car. The goal is to have a point-

truly is a dream come true for me!
Bizzarrini
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Superleggera 

Motoring, then say 

get enough of the place... maybe they should’ve thought 

stint at Bikewale 

RETURN TICKET
BACK IN ACTION

GIFTING 
PRESSURE

AT LONG LAST
been Portugal. I’ve heard so many great things about it from col-
leagues — and seen so many fantastic things about it on TV and 

have been cancelled, visas haven’t arrived on time, I’ve fallen ill 

Gallardo



THE GRAPEVINE
I N  T H E  N E W S

BACK TO BASICS

VAN LIFE

‘ROC THE BOAT

BMW has launched the India-made 530i Sport at a price 
of ` 55.4 lakh, ex-showroom, making it the new entry-level 
5 Series. The car is powered by a BS6-compliant four-cyl-
inder turbo-petrol that’s also found in the 530i M Sport 
variant, making 252 bhp and 35 kgm of torque, mated to 
an 8-speed automatic transmission. You do lose some key 
features over the 530i M Sport, though, like the brilliant 

If you wanted something that could carry seven people 
and all their luggage while still being comfortable, there 
are plenty of options for that. But when you want to 
throw some luxury into the mix, the options become far 
more limited. Toyota hopes to change that and give you 

will be brought in as a CBU and the ` 79.5-lakh ex-show-

is essentially the Lexus of MPVs. Read all about our expe-

360-degree camera and active dampers, but you’re still 
left with a car that has a whole suite of active and passive 
safety features. You also get the smartphone-sized Display 
Key to tell you exactly what your car is up to at all times. 
What’s more, the 530i Sport is now priced much more 
competitively, making it an easy decision to justify. 

You may not have heard of Varroc Engineering Limited, 
but rest assured their components play an important role 
in your car. At the Auto Expo, Varroc showcased a pleth-
ora of technology solutions for electric mobility, connected 
vehicles and weight reduction. For electric mobility, Varroc 
offers everything from motors, batteries, battery man-
agement and all the sensors required to build an electric 
vehicle. On the connected vehicle front, Varroc showcased 
an integrated system that enables everyone from individual 

vehicles are doing at all times. Our favourite parts from the 
Varroc catalogue, however, are the lightweight components 
designed to be as strong as traditional components, but 
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SERVICE WHOAS!
How many times has it happened that 
an issue with your car has been left ne-
glected because you didn’t have the time 
to drive it to the service station? Well, 
now with Pitstop, the service station 
comes to you. In a recent partnership 

to India, Lexus has announced that 
it will start producing models in India 
with a high percentage of localisation. 

-
uct, the ES300h, start at ` 51.9 lakh, 
ex-showroom. Apart from that, Lexus 
also launched two other models. The 

for Lexus in India. The LC500h comes 
with a 3.5-litre V6 engine supplemented 
by two electric motors for a combined 
system output of 354 bhp. The LC500h 

8 BALL

BOUNCY BUSINESS

BREZ EMPIRE

Right after the launch of the Q8, Audi 
brings in the new A8L to India at a 
starting price of ` 1.56 crore, ex-show-
room. The A8L is powered by a 3.0-litre 
turbocharged V6 producing 340 bhp 
and 50.1 kgm of peak torque, and 
comes with a very impressive suite 
of driver assists and infotainment 
technology. It’s the perfect car if you 
currently run a nation or plan on doing 
it in the near future.

The Mercedes-Benz GLE 300d has 
been launched in India at ` 73.7 lakh, 
ex-showroom, while the more pow-
erful Hip Hop Edition of the car with 
bounce control starts at ` 1.25 crore, 

The facelifted petrol-only Vitara Brezza 

Prices for the Vitara Brezza start at  
` 7.34 lakh, ex-showroom, Delhi, and 
stretch all the way to ` 11.4 lakh, 
ex-showroom, Delhi, for the top-of-
the-line automatic variant. The Brezza 
starts lower than it’s diesel-engined 
predecessor, but is more expensive 
than its competition like the Tata Nex-
on and Hyundai Venue.

HOME MADE

Quite possibly the most versatile 
model in the Land Rover lineup, the 
Discovery Sport gets a facelift. In its 
new avatar, the Discovery Sport now 
features completely revised front and 
rear fascias with LED lighting all 
around. The new car not only offers 
Land Rover’s complete suite of off-
road-assist technologies, dubbed  
Terrain Response 2, it does all this 
while maintaining great on-road 

DISCO LIGHTS
manners, too. The Discovery Sport’s 
trump card over its similarly priced 
rivals, though, is that it can seat 
seven people in relative comfort. 
Prices for the diesel S variant start at 
` 57.09 lakh, ex-showroom, while the 
top-of-the-line R-Dynamic SE trim 
starts at ` 60.89 lakh, ex-showroom. 
A petrol version of the Discovery 
Sport will follow soon.

is priced at ` 1.96 crore, ex-show-
room. The NX300h was also launched 
starting at ` 54.9 lakh, ex-showroom. 
With Lexus working on building more 
models in India, we expect prices for 
those to drop as well, making them 
great value propositions.

announcement with Gulf Oil India, 
Pitstop announced a massive ex-
pansion of their services to Mumbai, 
Pune and Gurugram this year. This 
is in addition to their already existing 
services in Bangalore. Pitstop offers 
everything from routine maintenance 
to accident repairs; more comprehen-
sive procedures will be carried out 
at their partner garages near you, 
but for the most part, services will 

Pitstop also offers roadside-assistance 
plans as well as annual contracts for 
car maintenance. Of course, Gulf Oil 

vehicle, so you can rest assured your 
car is in safe hands.

28 MOTORING WORLD | MARCH  2020



THE WORLD
AS WE SEE IT



THE GRAPEVINE

CARBON COPY 

BACK FROM THE DEAD
Think of the Hummer name and you’ll be greeted with 

-

-

VANTAGE POINT

-
-
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BIG CAT
form for a few years now and we think it’s still 

-

-

-

-

RALLY STAR

GM TAKETH AWAY
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PROMOTION 

Put Down 
Your Phone
W

hen we talk about road safety, we usually focus 

on the big stuff like wearing your seatbelt and 

not driving while intoxicated, but the little things 

make a huge difference to both your safety 

and the safety of the people around you as well. Using your 

phone while driving is a prime example of that. Did you 

know that you’re just as likely to get into an accident on the 

road when you’re using your phone as when you drive while 

drunk? That’s right! Anything that takes your attention away 

from the road, even for a second or two, has the potential to 

get you into an accident on our fast-changing roads.

If you absolutely have to take a phone call, make sure 

you do so through a hands-free device and as for text 

messages, avoid reading and replying to text messages 

altogether. If you do have a pressing matter to attend to, pull 

over safely to the side of the road and then use your phone. 

You may think one text message couldn’t hurt, but that could 

be the difference between life and death, not just for you, 

but for your fellow road users as well. 





SHORT SHIFT
J E E P  C O M PA S S  4 X 4 
L I M I T E D  P L U S

The Jeep Compass finally gets 

a diesel-automatic variant

By Aditya Upadhyaula Photographs Kartik Ware

THE RIGHT 
DIRECTION

The Jeep Compass is one of those 
SUVs that doesn’t shy away from 
rough roads or muddy trails, as we 
proved in our Slush Fest last year. 
But for the regular SUV buyer, 
it was missing one key engine-
transmission combo in its lineup. 
That is exactly where the new diesel-
automatic variant comes in. It offers 
the convenience of an automatic 
transmission without having to pony 
up for the extra off-road hardware 
found on the Compass Trailhawk.

The BS6-compliant 2.0-litre 
turbo-diesel engine now makes 173 
bhp of peak power and it’s sent to 
all four wheels through the same 

9-speed automatic gearbox used 
in the Trailhawk. Performance 
isn’t exactly sprightly, though; the 
engine seems like it has a breathing 
problem and doesn’t rev freely all 
the way to the redline. It’s almost 
like it’s got a bit of a stuffy nose. 
Combine that with a transmission 
that isn’t very eager to shift and you 
have a package that seems a little 
sluggish. Mind you, it’s not slow 
by any means and will hit triple-
digit speeds with ease, but it’s just 
not quick. You do have the option 
of shifting gears manually (only on 
the shift lever, there are no paddle 
shifters here), and it does feel a 

lot better when you do that, but it 
defeats the point of the automatic 
transmission, doesn’t it? 

I also noticed that the transmission 
always seems to take off in second 
gear from standstill. The likely reason 
is that the Compass automatic 
doesn’t have a low-range transfer case 
like the Trailhawk, so an extremely 

sticky situations if you ever decide to 
take it off-road. Four-wheel-drive lock 
and off-road drive modes help you 
along on your journey off the beaten 
path, but the shallow approach and 
departure angles will keep you from 
getting very far.
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JEEP COMPASS 
LIMITED PLUS
POWERTRAIN
Displacement  1956cc, I-4, turbo-diesel

Max power 173 bhp@3750 rpm

Max torque 35.1 kgm@1750-2500 rpm

Transmission 9AT

TYRES
F/R  225/55 R18

DIMENSIONS
L/W/H (mm) 4395/1818/1640

Wheelbase 2636 mm

Ground clearance 178 mm

Kerb weight 1654 kg

Fuel tank capacity 60 litres

PRICE ` 24.99 LAKH 

 (ex-showroom, Mumbai)

Compass are the two-tone interior, 
a two-pane panoramic sunroof and 
an 8-way power-adjustable driver’s 
seat. I found that with power-
adjustable lumbar support, it was 
incredibly easy to get comfortable in 
the driver’s seat. Even after spending 
an entire day driving the Compass, 
I felt no fatigue at all. It also gets 
an updated Uconnect infotainment 
system with a 21.3-cm screen which 
is very customisable; you can drag 
and rearrange icons on the home 
screen just like you would on your 
smartphone.

It gets bigger wheels compared 

to the Trailhawk, but despite the 

handles rough roads without 

speeds increase. Handling, too, is 
surprisingly good for an SUV, with 
the tall Jeep taking high-speed 
sweeping turns with barely any 
body roll at all. Overall, I think 
the diesel engine and automatic 
transmission combo ticks all the 
right boxes for people looking for a 
no-nonsense SUV that is at home on 
the highway as much as it is off it. I 
just wish Jeep would reprogram the 
transmission for quicker shifts. Next 
software upgrade, perhaps? 

Design is still cool. Digital compass on the central screen. Plus all the buttons you’d ever want!

And this little fella is still hanging on as well! Does that make mathematical sense to you?
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SHORT SHIFT
M A R U T I  S U Z U K I 
V I TA R A  B R E Z Z A

The updated Vitara Brezza, armed with a BS6 

petrol engine, remains as easy to drive as ever.

By Pablo Chaterji  Photographs Kaizad Adil Darukhanawala

EASY BREEZY

What does it take for a vehicle 
model to sell 5 lakh units in four 
years, as the Brezza has done since 
its launch in 2016? For some, the 
answer may be ‘It’s a Maruti, yaar of 
course it’ll sell in the gazillions.’ That 
may be partially true, no doubt, but 
the fact is that Maruti Suzuki knows 
the small vehicle game inside and 
out, having been in the business of 
acing it since 1983. Other than a few 
misses, it has managed to get the 
packaging just right for its models, 
and the Brezza was no different. I 
took its “SUV” categorising with a 
dose of salt, since what it really is is 
a large hatchback, but that aside, it 
ticked so many boxes that success 

the moment it was displayed at the 
Auto Expo four years ago. It looked 
reasonably handsome, had road 
presence, was kitted out with a good 

features list, drove and rode well 
enough for most and came with a 
tried and thoroughly tested 1.5-litre 
diesel engine that was peppy and 

as a (rather) long term test car, and 
I can vouch for the fact that it didn’t 
put a foot wrong the whole time. The 
only things I thought were missing 
in it were an automatic gearbox, and 
the option of a petrol engine.

I’m sure there were many others 
thinking the same thing, and we’ve 
all just had our wishes granted, 
because the refreshed Brezza (no, 
it’s not ‘all new’, and never mind 
the marketing pitch) has exactly 
these things, except turned around 
a little bit — you have the option of 
ordering an automatic gearbox, but 
now the only engine on offer is a BS6 
K-Series petrol (Maruti does have 
a new 1.5-litre diesel engine, but it 

has no plans to upgrade it to meet 
BS6 standards). The new powerplant 
is from the Ciaz, and if you option 
the auto ‘box, it’s a “Smart” hybrid, 
with the electric motor helping 
with idle start-stop, torque assist 
and brake energy regeneration. 
I could technically end my story 
here, because these are the really 

are, however, a few other cosmetic 
upgrades, so let’s dive right in.

This Brezza looks very similar to 
the outgoing model, at the outset; 
you’re not going to look at it on the 
road and go ‘Hmm, I wonder what 
that car is?’ Its shape is exactly the 
same, as are its proportions. Its 
nose is where most of the outward 
changes are evident, with a new 
grille that has slats in it, sandwiched 
by redesigned projector-beam 
headlights and LED DRLs. You’ll 
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also see more chunky skid plates 
— front and rear — new dual tone 
16-inch alloy wheels, auto-folding 
ORVMs, LED tail lamps and three 
new paint schemes — red with a 
black roof, blue with a black roof 
and grey with a rust-coloured roof 
(the last-named looks quite spiffy). 
Two personalisation packages are on 
offer — Urban and Sporty — which 
offer additional doodads like roof 
extensions and body garnishes. All 
in, I’d say the mid-life design update 
works — the Brezza does look a bit 
more modern.

If you’re expecting a radically 
redesigned cabin, you’ll be 
disappointed, because the interior 
looks almost exactly the same. 
Nothing has moved to another place, 

is, perfectly acceptable but not 

spectacular) and there’s still lots of 
black everywhere, offset by some 
silver highlights. The steering wheel 
comes wrapped in leather — at least 
in the top end variants — and the 
7-inch touchscreen infotainment 
system has received an upgrade, with 
version 2.0 of the Smartplay Studio 
interface. It looks brighter and seems 
easier to access overall, although 
I confess I didn’t play around with 
it that much; if you choose to, 

content, navigation, vehicle alerts 
and the like. Other features include 
automatic rain-sensing wipers, 
cruise control and an auto-dimming 
and anti-glare rear view mirror.

To the engine, then. As I’d 
mentioned earlier, the Brezza now 
has a 1.5-litre BS6 petrol engine at 
the business end of things, putting 

out 103.2 bhp@6000 rpm and 14 
kgm@4400 rpm. It comes with the 
option of a 5-speed manual or a 
4-speed torque convertor automatic 
gearbox and, as you can imagine, 
the car’s character changes a bit 
with the gearbox you opt for. The 
manual is of course much more fun 
to drive, with the engine building 
up a head of steam in a smooth, 

of tractability through the rev range; 
in 3rd gear, it’s possible to go from 
a semi-crawl to highway velocity 
with relative ease. The gearbox offers 
no reason for complaint, doing its 

are very good indeed. The automatic 
is the variant that I would buy if 
it came down to a choice, purely 
because I’d use this car in city 
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MARUTI SUZUKI 
VITARA BREZZA
POWERTRAIN
Displacement  1462cc, inline-4, petrol 

 with Smart Hybrid

Max power 103.2 bhp@6000 rpm

Max torque 14 kgm@4400 rpm

Transmission 5-speed manual / 4-speed 

 torque-convertor automatic

DIMENSIONS
L/W/H (mm) 3995/1790/1640

Wheelbase 2500 mm

Ground clearance 200 mm

Kerb weight 1110 kg

Fuel tank capacity 48 litres

PRICE `  7.34 - 11.4 LAKH

 (ex-showroom, Delhi)

composed nature — and I’m happy 
to report that this characteristic 
hasn’t changed. The ride quality on 
offer is plush enough to keep all its 
occupants happy, without veering off 
towards the springy side of things. 
This has always been a cheerful car 
to drive, and it remains so.

At prices ranging from ` 7.34 lakh 
to ` 11.4 lakh (ex-Delhi) for variants 
going from a basic LXi to a Zxi with 
an automatic and dual tone paint 
scheme, the Brezza continues to 
be a well-priced, well-built and fun 
to drive car. Whether it can keep 
selling in the numbers that it is used 
to, with some pretty strong looking 
competition lined up in the months 
to come, is a question for another 
day – but I suspect that it’s not 

If you’re 
expecting 
a radically 
redesigned 
cabin, you’ll be 
disappointed

Leather-wrapped wheel and Smartplay Studio 2.0 system are the only changes

Gauge cluster comes with adjustable mood-lighting 1.5-litre petrol engine gets the job done

Auto ’box is perfect for the city

conditions for over 90 per cent of 
its life, and there’s no way I would 
opt to keep rowing through gears 
and stabbing at a clutch. It’s not 
a razor sharp gearbox, but it does 
the job well enough to keep the 
driving experience hassle free, in 
all circumstances. I would wager 
that given enough road, this car 
would top out around the 170 

and 18.7 kpl with the automatic.
The Brezza’s ride and handling 

are not really different than the 
older car, but because there’s 
a more sprightly engine under 
the hood, they somehow ‘feel’ 
sharper, if you know what I 
mean. It’s always been a pretty 

steering feedback, sharp brakes, a 
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SHORT SHIFT
A U D I  Q 8  5 5  T F S I

The Audi Q8 will assuredly pique the 

interests of a certain type of people 
By Aditya Upadhyaula  Photographs Kaizad Adil Darukhanawala

THE VIOLINS
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Q 
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You also have 
your choice of  
11 upholstery 
colors and 
19 inlay trims 
to customise 
your Q8 just 
how you like it
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The passenger side of the dashboard could do with a screen or two, no? Gloss-black trim is a huge fingerprint magnet

Turn it up to 11 with the B&O system 8-speed auto works perfectly
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AUDI Q8 55 TFSI
POWERTRAIN

Displacement  2995cc, V6, turbo-petrol

Max power 340 bhp@5000-6400 rpm

Max torque 50.3 kgm@1370-4500 rpm

Transmission 8AT

TYRES

F/R  285/45 R21

DIMENSIONS

L/W/H (mm) 4986/1995/1705

Wheelbase 2995 mm

Ground clearance 254 mm

Kerb weight 2115 kg

Fuel tank capacity 85 litres

PRICE ` 1.33 CRORE 

 (ex-showroom, Mumbai)

`

I was confused by the 
Q8 until I figured out 
whom it was aimed at
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SHORT SHIFT
T OYO TA  V E L L F I R E

The gargantuan Toyota Vellfire may not be a 

looker, but all is forgiven and forgotten once 

you clamber into its sumptuous cabin
By Pablo Chaterji  Photographs Kaizad Adil Darukhanawala

VELL PLAYED
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Before I begin my review, a 
meditation on Japanese car names. 
Essentially, I don’t understand 
them, but I enjoy hearing them 
very much indeed, because some of 
them sound like they were coined 
by putting random word generators 
and pre-schoolers in a room and 
letting them run wild. Take the 
Mazda Bongo Friendee, for example, 
or the Suzuki Every Joypop Turbo, 
or — and this one takes the entire 
bakery — the Honda That’s. Yes, 
Honda once decided to name one of 
its models as if it had forgotten what 
it had originally wanted to say. You 
had no option other than to applaud 
the sheer insouciance displayed 

by these manufacturers, because 
clearly they didn’t care a hoot about 
what the rest of the world thought 
about those names. Tragically, they 
just don’t name them like they used 
to any more, in Japan.

They do, however, have names 

are relevant to this article, because 
Toyota makes both vehicles. To be 
fair, Alphard is the brightest star in 
the Hydra constellation, so it’s an 

hand, apparently means ‘velvet on 

Alphard van since 2008, when two 
design variants were launched, each 

with its own distribution channel 
and stated USP; here in India, where 

is clearly ‘Luxurious, bro.’ More on 
that later, though.

vigorously, and I mean that in the 
best possible way. It’s like a mini 
housing complex with chrome on it, 
which is also something that I mean 
in the best possible vein. There is no 
way on God’s green earth that you 
will not
because it has large Toyota badges 
on it and is 4935 mm long, 1850 
mm wide and 1895 mm high — in 
other words, it’s huge (it’s not, 
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For once, not where you’d want to be in a car... vehicle... wheeled lounge. Still goes decently, though What, no ejector-seat buttons? 
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however, as long as the Kia Carnival 
or the Mercedes-Benz V-Class, the 
other recently-launched uber-luxe 
vans in the market as of even date). 

are like cliff-faces of metal, as if 
the designers were forbidden to 
even think of any rounded shapes. 
Its nose (which *checks notes* 
Toyota says resembles a samurai 
warrior’s mask) has enough chrome 
for all-weather visibility from a 
neighbouring district, and its rear 
tries gamely to duplicate that 
achievement. The 17-inch wheels  
are also bathed lovingly in chrome, 
so bring sunglasses. In all honesty,  
this is a unique-looking vehicle, 
but it’s not going to win any design 
awards, which doesn’t really  
matter because...

... once you press the button on 
the rear door handle to activate 
the motorised sliding mechanism, 
a world of astonishing sybaritic 
comfort will reveal itself. What 
you will see are two plump, juicy, 
ventilated, Ottoman-style captain 
seats — made of soft black or tan 

leather — that would do the cliched 

don’t want to sit in them so much 
as become one with them — which 
immediately happens as soon as 
you place yourself there. They’re 
incredibly comfortable, with broad 

open panels with controls for the 
backrests, the footrests and to slide 
the seats back and forth. Another 
armrest contains a small pop-out 
tray that will just about keep up 
with a laptop, and a cup holder is 
also within reach.

If you move the second row seats 
all the way back, you can literally 
stretch out to almost a sleeping 
position, although you’ll have to 
sleep with your arms across your 

since the high armrests prevent 
you from comfortably placing your 
arms on them for any length of time. 
The ideal position in these seats 
is a semi-reclining one, with your 
legs up on the footrest, your head 
nestled in the headrest, your arms 
to the side and the seat cooling set 

The 17-inch wheels are also 
bathed lovingly in chrome, 
so bring sunglasses

Could be a basement, for all anyone knows... It’s rather easy to be productive in the Vellfire, as demonstrated here. We could get used to it
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to a comfortable temperature. Thus 
positioned, you can take a nap, read 
the papers, listen to music on the 
17-speaker JBL audio system (it’s 
like a mini discotheque in there, 
when turned up to 11) or watch 

screen on the roof, which comes 
with a remote that looks like it was 
requisitioned from the early 2000s. 
While you’re being wafted along from 
point A to B, you can also take in 

the outside world via the enormous 
windows, or block out the teeming 
masses with the (manually operated) 
sunblinds. If the fancy catches you, 
the twin sunroofs will let you gaze 
at the sky (or, if you’re in Delhi, at a 
mass of toxic grey).

The second row is undeniably 
where the action is, but those in 
the front row and the third row 
haven’t exactly been consigned to 
cattle class. The two front seats 

are also very comfortable, with the 
front passenger getting an Ottoman 
seat as well; the third row, although 
a little hard to get to, is probably 
the most plush third row in any 
vehicle in this country. These seats 
can be moved forward, split and 
folded onto the side, Innova-style. 
The front section of the cabin does 
show up some slightly over-glossy 
and plasticky elements, such as the 
material surrounding the 10-inch 

The second row is 
undeniably where 
the action is...
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TOYOTA VELLFIRE
POWERTRAIN

Displacement  2494cc, inline-4, petrol hybrid

Max power 114 bhp@4700 rpm

Front motor 141 bhp@4500 rpm

Rear motor 67 bhp@4608 rpm

Max torque 20.19 kgm@2800-4000 rpm

Transmission CVT

DIMENSIONS

L/W/H (mm) 4935/1850/1895

Wheelbase 3000 mm

Ground clearance 165 mm

Kerb weight 2290 kg

Fuel tank capacity 58 litres

PRICE ` 79.5 LAKH (Ex-showroom)  

infotainment screen. In the driver’s 
seat, you get a commanding view 
of the road, and a 360-degree 
camera lets you see if you’re about 
to bump into the A-list actor or 
captain of industry that is likely to 
shortly occupy the second row.

comes with a single engine option 
— a 2.5-litre Atkinson cycle 
petrol making 114 bhp, with an 
electric motor at each axle. The 

141-bhp motor at the front works 
in conjunction with the engine, 
and the 67-bhp one at the back 
powers the rear wheels (this car 
has an electronic 4WD system); a 
CVT handles the power (a claimed 

of 20.19 kgm helps in the hustle-
things-along department. Toyota 
claims that this 2290-kg behemoth 
will give you 16 kpl, but you should 
reach for the salt-shaker when you 
read that.

Since we were given roughly 15 
minutes of actual driving time at 
Toyota’s Bidadi plant, I can’t offer 
a detailed explanation of what the 

say that it’s surprisingly easy. It 
picks up pace well (at least up to 
60 kph, which is as fast as Toyota 
would let us go), and I have no 
doubt that it’ll hustle if you step on 

as you would expect, and switches 
seamlessly between IC and electric 
modes. On the smooth test track I 
drove it on, it was clear that its ride 
quality was more than adequately 
comfortable, and the loops at the 

handling well, too. Only a full road 
test, in real-world conditions, will 
offer up what this hulking vehicle is 
dynamically capable of, however.

row experience that is currently 
unparalleled, even in German luxury 

cars. It looks like something out of a 
manga novel, is eco-friendly and well 
built, seemingly has the go to match 
the bling-heavy show and should 
be unfailingly reliable, per Toyota 
standards. If you want one, however, 
you’ll have to stomach the concept 
of paying ` 79.5 lakh (introductory, 
ex-showroom) for a Toyota, since it 
will be imported from Japan. At that 
price, it may be a bit of a hard sell — 
but it’s also a heck of a way to stand 
apart from the luxury limousine 
crowd. If you ask me, Toyota will 
probably sell every last one that it 
has set aside for India. 
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CABIN FEVER
H Y U N D A I  A U R A  V S 
M A R U T I  S U Z U K I  D Z I R E
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The right car for the enthusiast on a budget? 

We help make that decision easier
By Aditya Upadhyaula  Photographs Kaizad Adil Darukhanawala

THE SHORT END

What do you get if you want 
to drive something fun while also 
satisfying the needs of your family? 
Something that scratches the itch 
of owning a fun car while also being 
easy on the wallet? Well, you have 
two choices — the Maruti Suzuki 
Dzire or the new turbocharged 
Hyundai Aura. Let’s get past the 

compact sedans, they both seat 
four people in relative comfort 

excellent fuel economy if you keep 
your right foot in check, and they’re 
priced very competitively.

time inside the cars, and it’s a 
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dead heat between the two in this 
department. Material quality is good 
in the Aura and because it’s a few 
years newer, it looks fresher. Funnily 
enough, the Turbo pack seems like a 
bit of a downgrade in the Aura; you 
don’t get the cool copper accents or 
the interesting upholstery. Instead, 
you have to make do with an all-
black interior with some sporty red 
piping — that’s going to be a hard 
sell for the family. Inside the Dzire, 
there’s nothing here that might rock 

the boat. All the controls are placed 

of view, the beige color scheme 
makes the interior seem light and 
airy, there are even some faux-wood 
accents. But you’re not here to make 
a buying decision based on the 
interiors, are you?

The Aura is like those ACME 
rocket-powered roller skates a 
certain coyote would strap on; you 
can mash the throttle and it takes 
off at any speed, in any gear. Make 

no mistake, it’s no muscle car, but it 

seat. There is a very slight amount 
of turbo lag, but once you’re past 
1500 rpm, power delivery is very 
linear. I was going to tell you that 
the wonderful K12 engine in the 
Dzire was good for some high-rpm 
fun, and it is, but a quick look at 
their spec sheets will tell you that 
the Aura and the Dzire make their 
peak power at the same 6000 rpm. 
There is a clear advantage to the 
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The Hyundai Aura waits for the smallest of straights to turn the tables on the Maruti Suzuki Dzire
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Dzire on the gearbox front, though. 
The shift action is lighter than I 
like, but the throws are very short. 
In comparison, the Aura’s shifter 
feels notchy, which is normally not a 
problem, but when you have to mete 
out quick shifts to keep the turbo 
spooled, it does get in the way.

Handling, however, is a whole 
different story. Quick directional 
changes seem to throw the Aura 
off balance. All the improvements 
Hyundai made with the Grand i10 
Nios, which the Aura is based on, 

are nowhere to be seen here. The 
ride is both stiff and somehow 
wallowy at the same time, leaving 
you very confused after a series 
of bends. The Dzire, on the other 
hand, has very well-controlled body 
movements; good damping and 
rebound on the suspension allows 
you to tackle a winding road and 
come away with a smile at the end. 
There isn’t much steering feel in 
either car, but the Dzire delivers a 
little more feedback to the driver. 
Let me put it this way — on a twisty 

A quick look at their 
spec sheets will tell 
you that they make 
their peak power at 
the same 6000 rpm
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HYUNDAI AURAMARUTI SUZUKI DZIRE
POWERTRAIN

Displacement  998cc, I-3, turbo-petrol

Max Power     100 bhp@6000 rpm

Max Torque   17.5 kgm@1500-4000 rpm

Transmission  5M

TYRES

F/R   175/60 R15

DIMENSIONS

L/W/H (mm) 3995/1680/1520

Wheelbase  2450 mm

Kerb weight   NA

Fuel capacity 37 litres

PRICE ` 8.54 LAKH 

 (ex-showroom, Mumbai)

POWERTRAIN

Displacement  1197cc, I-4, petrol

Max Power     81 bhp@6000 rpm

Max Torque   11.4 kgm@4200 rpm

Transmission  5M

TYRES

F/R   185/65 R15

DIMENSIONS

L/W/H (mm) 3995/1735/1515

Wheelbase  2450 mm

Kerb weight   895 kg

Fuel capacity 37 litres

PRICE ` 8.21 LAKH 

 (ex-showroom, Mumbai)

road, the Aura will struggle to 
keep up with the Dzire, but the 

the Aura’s tail-lights will become a 
speck on the horizon.

Which of these would I choose? 
The Hyundai Aura, without a doubt! 

got these two cars together for a 
comparison, I drove the Dzire for 
most of the day and I fell in love 
with it’s driving dynamics and high-
revving engine. On the highway, 
it did feel like I had to downshift 
more often to overtake trucks, but 
the sweet handling made up for 
it. Or so I thought. On the way 

at the Aura and I had a wide smile 
plastered on my face by the time I 
got home. 

No, it doesn’t handle nearly 
as well as the Dzire, but it has 
something the Dzire is sorely 
lacking — character. It shoves you 
back into your seat every time 

note is ever-so-slightly aggressive, 
and a little turbo-whoosh makes 

it off the line and you’re wrestling 

with the steering to keep it going 
straight, you realise why you wanted 

It’s not perfect, of course. But it will 
put a smile on your face. 
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A slew of new automakers showcasing their entries 

into India, and updated lineups from the old guard
Photographs Kaizad Adil Darukhanawala
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TATA HBX
Some of the most exciting concepts at Auto Expo were 
unveiled at the Tata Motors pavilion. The Tata HBX concept 
was one such car. Now, for once we use the word concept 
quite loosely, because as far as we know this vehicle is just 
about production-ready. Take off the auxiliary lamps and 
the roof-rack and slap on a more sedate bumper and you 
have what is essentially the production HBX. This will slot 
in under the Tata Nexon as a compact SUV offering.
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FORCE GURKHA
The Mahindra Thar 
was conspicuous by its 
absence at Auto Expo 
2020, but its main rival, 
the Force Gurkha, was 
certainly present. Force 
Motors unveiled an all-
new model based on a 
revised platform. The 
Gurkha, now producing 
90 bhp from its 2.6-litre 
diesel engine, doesn’t 
look much different from 
the outgoing model on 
the outside, but inside, 
it’s a whole different 
beast. With a focus 
on passenger comfort, 
the Gurkha ditches its 
utilitarian interiors and 
provides something 
people actually want to 
spend time in. Prices 
and more details for the 
Gurkha will be available 
in a couple of months.

HAVAL H9
The H9, which is a full-sized body-on-frame offering from 

China’s largest SUV manufacturer, made an appearance at 
AE 2020. For reference, the H9 is larger than other body-
on-frame offerings like the Toyota Fortuner and the Ford 

Endeavour, and it seats seven people in relative comfort. If 
Great Wall Motors decides to bring the H9 to India, expect to 

see it on the roads sometime in 2021.

HAVAL F5/F7
Great Wall Motors displayed their F5 and F7 line 
of SUVs as well. The F5 is the larger of the two and 
aims to go against cars like the Jeep Compass, while 
the F7 is slightly smaller and slots in right below the 
F5. Both these models could make it here very soon, 
powered by diesel and petrol engines.

ORA R1
From the looks of it, we aren’t going to get the Honda 
E anytime soon, but if you’re willing to wait, you 
might just be able to buy a reasonable facsimile from 
Great Wall Motors. GWM intends to bring the Haval 

EV sub-brand will follow, with cars like the Ora R1. 
The R1 comes with a 300-km range and a 33-kW 
electric motor. It claims to be the cheapest electric 
car in the world, but it remains to be seen if it will 
manage to replicate that in India, too. 

KIA SONET 
The Kia Sonet 
compact SUV concept 
will be the South 
Korean company’s 
third model in our 
country. The Sonet, 
which is built on the 
same platform as the 
Hyundai Venue, will 
share powertrains 
with the Venue as 
well. Kia has worked 
hard to make sure 
the Sonet doesn’t 
bear any family 
resemblance to the 
Venue, though, and 
we think it’s worked. 
Expect to see the 
Sonet in showrooms 
towards the end of 
the year.
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MARUTI SUZUKI 
FUTURO-E
The Maruti Suzuki 
Futuro-e concept is a sign 
of things to come from 
India’s largest carmaker. 
The all-electric coupe-like 
SUV has been designed 
in-house and shows off its 
future design language. It 
may bear the ‘e’ moniker 
for electric, but models 
based on the Futuro-e will 
most likely go on sale with 
internal-combustion and/
or hybrid engines under 
the hood. If you strip away 
some of the over-the-top 
concept car styling, you’ll 
see that this represents 
a departure from Maruti 
Suzuki’s safe current 
design language.

MAHINDRA EXUV300
Mahindra also showcased its eXUV300, a nearly 
production-ready electric vehicle that will compete 
with the likes of the Tata Nexon EV, MG ZS EV 
and the Hyundai Kona. Save for the concept-car 
headlights, the car looks production ready!

MAHINDRA EKUV
The eKUV from Mahindra 
is currently the cheapest 
electric vehicle you can 
buy in the country. It’s 
priced at ` 8.25 lakh, 
ex-showroom, Delhi, 
and comes with a 54-
bhp electric motor. The 
Mahindra eKUV claims 
to go 150 km on a full 
charge, which sounds 
perfect for an intra-city 
commute.

MARUTI SUZUKI BREZZA
One of Maruti Suzuki’s 
best-selling products gets 
a comprehensive revamp. 
The main change is the 
switch from the 1.3-litre 
diesel engine to a 105-bhp 
1.5-litre petrol engine. Both 
manual and automatic 
versions of the Vitara Brezza 
will be available, with the 
automatic variant getting 
smart-hybrid technology to 
boost mileage. Interestingly, 
because the engine size is 
above 1200cc, the Brezza no 

breaks afforded to sub-four-

in its pricing, which ranges 
from ` 7.34 - 11.4 Lakh,  
ex-showroom, Delhi. 
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MARUTI JIMNY 
The real showstopper 
of the Maruti Suzuki 
pavilion was the Suzuki 
Jimny. The fourth-
generation Jimny stays 
true to its roots with a 
ladder-frame chassis and 
robust four-wheel-drive 
system. The European 
versions of the Jimny 
are powered by the same 
1.5-litre petrol engine 
now found in the Vitara 
Brezza, but Japan also 
gets a 660cc turbo-petrol 
engine to comply with 
kei car norms. Don’t 
hold your breath for a 
launch announcement, 
though, Maruti Suzuki 
only brought the Jimny 
to gauge reactions. 

HYUNDAI CRETA
Hyundai lost a lot of 
ground in the midsize SUV 
space to the Kia Seltos. It 
hopes to take back the top 
spot in the segment with 
the second-generation 
Creta. Unlike the current 
car, the next-generation 
Creta is sure to polarise 
opinion with its vertically-
aligned headlights and 
cascading grille. Make 
sure you take a long 
hard look at this picture, 
though, we don’t want you 
to get startled when you 

MERCEDES-BENZ V-CLASS MARCO POLO
If you’ve got ` 1.38 crore (ex-showroom, India) lying 

about and wish to never stay in a hotel ever again, the 
Mercedes-Benz V-Class Marco Polo is just the ticket for 

Polo can accomodate four people in proper luxury. It’s 
got everything and a kitchen sink, too!

MERCEDES-AMG GT63 S FOUR-DOOR
The absolutely bonkers Mercedes-AMG GT63S 
four-door was launched at a price of ` 2.42 crore, 
ex-showroom, India. It makes 639 bhp and over 90 
kgm of torque, and like its aptly nicknamed two-door 
version, the beast of the green hell, the AMG GT63S 
four-door happens to be the fastest production sedan 
to set a lap time around the Nordschleife.

HYUNDAI TUCSON

the Tucson SUV, which goes against 
the likes of the Honda CR-V and Jeep 
Compass. The facelifted Tucson is 
available with either a 150-bhp 2.0-litre 
petrol engine mated to a 6-speed 
automatic transmission or a 182-
bhp 2.0-litre diesel engine with a new 
8-speed automatic transmission. Fresh 
exterior styling and updated interior 
round off the changes.

MERCEDES-BENZ 
A-CLASS
The Mercedes-Benz 
A-Class Limousine will 
be launched in the 
next couple of months, 
presumably with a choice 
of petrol and diesel 
engines. We’re really 
interested in the A35 
AMG, though, with its 
300 bhp, four-pot motor 
and all-wheel drive!

MERCEDES-BENZ 
GLA-CLASS
The second generation 
of Mercedes-Benz’s 
smallest SUV, the GLA-

appearance in India. The 
car features Mercedes’s 
new design language on 
the outside. The GLA 
seems to have shrunk a 
little on the outside, but 
thanks to a slightly longer 
wheelbase, passenger 
space is unaffected. 
Expect the new GLA-
Class to be launched in 
India towards the end of 
this year.
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MG RC6
The MG RC6 was one of 
the more confused models 
at MG’s stand at the Auto 
Expo — it doesn’t know 
if it’s a coupe, an SUV or 
a sedan, sort of like the 
BMW 3 Series GT. When 
it goes on sale here, it will 
most likely come with the 
same 1.5-litre turbo-petrol 
engine that’s found in the 
Hector. We expect it to hit 
showrooms here in early 
2021 and knowing MG, we 
expect it to price the RC6 
very well.

RENAULT DUSTER
With the deadline for BS6 compliance fast 
approaching, Renault nixed the trusty K9K engine 
from its lineup. The Duster is now powered by a new 
1.3-litre turbocharged petrol engine making 156 bhp 
and 25.6 kgm of peak torque. The existing 1.5-litre 
petrol engine will remain in the lineup as well.

RENAULT K-ZE
As the electric car market is heating up in India, Renault 
showed off the K-ZE, an electric vehicle based on the 
same platform as the Kwid. Powered by a 44-bhp electric 
motor and with a claimed range of 271 km, the K-ZE 
might just be the car to bring electric cars to the masses. 
When it goes on sale sometime in the next couple of 
years, it will be the cheapest electric vehicle you can buy. 

MG GLOSTER
It’s 5 metres long and 
built on a light-truck 
chassis. The Canyonaro, 
erm, sorry, MG Gloster, 
is all set to become the 

in India. It’s going to be 
priced above cars like the 
Toyota Fortuner and Ford 
Endeavour.

MG HECTOR PLUS
When the MG Hector 
Plus is launched later 
this year, you will be 
able to get a Hector in 
your choice of 5-, 6- or 

It will share its running 
gear with the MG 
Hector, of course. 

connecting the two tail-
lamps is gone and the 
front grille gets a gloss-
black treatment.

RENAULT TRIBER 
AMT
We were hoping for 
exciting things from 
Renault, like the 
upcoming 1.0-litre 
turbocharged petrol 
engine for the Triber, 
but instead we were 
presented with an 
additional transmission 
option. The Triber is 
now available with an 
automated manual 
transmission, but 
unlike the unit in 
the Kwid, it gets a 
proper lever with the 
availability of manual 
shifting. Bring on the 
Turbo Triber already. 
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SKODA VISION IN
Skoda India, now part of the restructured 
Skoda Auto Volkswagen India group, had to 
make a course correction recently and the 

under its new India 2.0 plan. Under the radical 

group’s MQB platform, called MQB A0 IN. 
When it goes on sale next year, it will slug it 
out with the likes of the Hyundai Creta and Kia 
Seltos. It looks like it has its work cut out, but 
we believe if anyone can do it, it’s Skoda.

TATA GRAVITAS
The Tata Gravitas is 
the 7-seater version of 
the Harrier. You can 
tell the Gravitas apart 
from the Harrier from 
the rear-three-quarters 
view, where the Gravitas 
has larger windows, a 
stepped roof, a larger 
rear overhang and a 
redesigned bumper. The 
Gravitas will be powered 
by the same drivetrain as 
the Harrier and will be 
launched later this year.

TATA SIERRA 
The Tata Sierra EV is the car we were most excited 
to see at Auto Expo 2020. The three-door SUV 
concept pays homage to the original Sierra. There’s 
no word from Tata Motors on whether this will ever 
go into production, but with the ALFA platform 

long for Tata to whip up a production-spec model. 
Possibly, with an internal-combustion engine under 
the hood as well. Tata must make this.  

SKODA OCTAVIA VRS
Skoda recently unveiled the next-generation 
Octavia sedan globally, and that car will 
make it to our shores sometime next year. So 
naturally, we have a new Octavia vRS here as a 
last hurrah for the current model. The Octavia 
vRS 245, priced ` 35.99 lakh, ex-showroom, 
India, will be sold in extremely limited 
numbers, so you better get in touch with your 
dealer if you want one.

VOLKSWAGEN SUVW
We just can’t seem to get 
enough of SUVs, so much 
so that Volkswagen’s 
future plans for India 
are simply titled SUVW. 
As part of SUVW, 
Volkswagen unveiled two 
CBU vehicles, the T-Roc 
and the Tiguan Allspace, 
both of which will be 
launched this month. 
Volkswagen also unveiled 
the MQB A0 IN-based 
Taigun SUV. It looks 
nearly production ready, 
but will only go on sale 
some time next year. All 
of the new Volkswagen 
offerings will be powered 
only by turbo-petrol 
engines, though; diesel 
engines will disappear 
from VWs lineup come 
April 1st.
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The Honda Amaze will blow you away

GRACE ABOVE GRACE ABOVE 
ALL ELSEALL ELSE

your eyes on it and makes you take notice 

of it. As you walk to the side of the car, 

you’ll notice that the Amaze maximizes 

the space allocated for the passenger 

compartment while still managing to look 

elegant thanks to the character line that 

sweeps from the headlight all the way to 

the tail-lights. At the back, the Amaze is 

unmistakably a Honda, of course, with its 

unique tail-lamps and bumper styling. The 

shape of the rear-end has been optimized 

to give you maximum cargo capacity, a full 

420 litres of space to be precise, but leave 

it to the designers to make that look good.

Step inside, simply by touching the 

sensor on the driver’s door handle, and 

you’re greeted by an interior that has been 

well thought out. The Amaze comes with a 

full suite of driver assist and infotainment 

technology to keep you occupied. A 17.7 

cm touchscreen audio system takes 

centre stage and sets the tone for your 

experience with the rest of the car. You 

can choose to use the system as-is or 

connect your smartphone to it for a more 

immersive experience. Both Android Auto 

and Apple CarPlay are available, to give 

you access to navigation, media and your 

phone, while steering mounted controls 

for the system lets you control everything 

without taking your hands off the wheel. 

Since we’re talking about the steering 

T
his year, you’ve really worked 

hard and snagged yourself that 

promotion you’ve been eyeing. 

On the home front, with a growing 

family, your current vehicle no longer 

satisfies the needs of your family. So, why 

not take this opportunity to celebrate your 

promotion while giving your family what 

they deserve? We have just the right car 

for you - The Honda Amaze!

As you walk up to the Radiant Red 

Honda Amaze, the first thing you’ll notice 

is the bold and aggressive front-end 

styling. With its stylish chrome grille and 

imposing front-end styling, the Amaze 

grabs your attention the moment you lay 
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SPECIAL FEATURE | HONDA AMAZE

wheel anyway, the left side of the wheel 

is dedicated to media controls and voice 

command, while the right side houses  

the cruise control system. We weren’t 

kidding when we said the Amaze is loaded 

with technology.

The front seats are very comfortable, 

offering great under-thigh and lumbar 

support, and the adjustable neck restraints 

are shaped perfectly to support your neck. 

What about the rear-seat passengers? In 

addition to comfortable seating, they also 

get a folding armrest for added comfort. 

To keep driver distraction to a minimum, 

the Amaze also comes with automatic 

climate control so you can set it and forget 

it. Couple that with some of the easiest-to-

read gauges in the segment, where all the 

information you need is presented in an 

easy to read format, and you have a truly 

rewarding driving experience.

The BS6-compliant Amaze is powered 

by a smooth 1.5-litre iDTEC, diesel engine 

that makes 80 bhp at 3600 rpm, mated to 

a seamless CVT transmission. Unlike a 

traditional automatic transmission or an 

automated manual transmission, a CVT 

keeps the engine at or near the torque 

peak, resulting in responsive acceleration 

at any speed. What’s more, because the 

transmission has the ability to change 

gear ratios on the move, fuel efficiency is 

always high – the Amaze diesel with the 

CVT transmission is rated at 21 kmpl!

On the move, the Amaze continues to 

impress with its sublime ride that smooths 

out rough roads with ease. You’d think 

a plush ride and sporty handling are 

mutually exclusive, but then, you’d be 

wrong. The Amaze handles incredibly 

well, the steering wheel providing great 

feedback from the front wheels and the 

suspension controlling body movements 

so you know what the car is doing at  

all times.

You can rest assured that safety is a 

top priority in the Amaze - ABS with EBD 

help you retain control of the vehicle 
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under hard braking. There are ISOFIX 

anchors to mount a child seat in the car, 

of course. The presence of other active 

and passive safety features will give you 

peace of mind as you drive.

Now, with a great all-rounder of a 

car like the Honda Amaze, you can rest 

assured your family will be well taken 

care of and at the same time, you can 

signal to the world that you’ve well and 

truly made it big!

You’d think a plush ride 
and sporty handling are 
mutually exclusive, but 
then, you’d be wrong

66 MOTORING WORLD |  MARCH 2020





KITBAG
B AG G I N G  I T

MAX WRIST
If a Himalayan ride is on your charts, 
these gloves from Royal Enfield have 
got your fingers covered

How much?
`

Where?
 

What is it?

Is it any good?
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TALK WRENCH
T O O L  C A R E

TOOL RULES
STUCK IN A RUT
Hello,
I own a Yamaha RX135 from 1998. 
The bike is well cared for and runs 
like a Swiss watch. However, a few 
days ago, while I was riding it to 
work, the shifter stuck in the second 
gear and wouldn’t budge up or 
down. I rode it home but it still won’t 
move out of second. The bike starts 
very easily and sounds normal. I 
am worried and the bike cannot be 
ridden till this issue gets resolved.
 Hoshang Billimoria

Hi Hoshang,
From your description of the 
problem, I would start by draining 
the oil and then opening the clutch 
housing. After removing the cover, 
I would check if the arm that 
extends from the gear shift shaft is 
resting on the drum selector. These 
are known to come off in certain 
motorcycles. Also check the star 

the drum selector and prevents the 
arm from dislodging itself off. Once 
the arm rests on the slot on the 
drum selector, try shifting the gears, 
all the while rotating the rear wheel 

the fault. If not, then it is time to 
investigate further but this needs to 
be done by a competent mechanic.

Tools may do all the work, but they 

need to be cared for as well

Good quality tools are designed to 
be tough and hard wearing. But the 
fact that they are resilient to breaking 
takes more effort and better raw 
materials which all add up to making 
them quite expensive to replace. 
However, if they are taken care of, 
good tools will last a lifetime and then 
some. Here’s how you can make sure 
that your tools go the distance. :

• Keeping your tools clean is 
imperative. Dust, grime, oil and 

and wreck havoc on tools 
because of their abrasive action. 
Before closing for the day and 
putting the tools away, make 
sure you clean them thoroughly. 

• Many tools come with protective 
cases. In addition to keeping 
them from getting misplaced, 
these covers prevent dust, 

screwdrivers might need shaping 
from time to time, depending on 
how much they are being used, 
in order to work as they were 
intended. Make sure you get them 
maintained and shaped promptly 
as and when required.

• Tools are not play things. 
Children should never be left 
unsupervised around tools. They 
can seriously hurt themselves 
and others around them if they 
are left unchecked. 

moisture and the like from 
getting on to the tools and 
reducing their longevity. Thus, 
preserve the cases and use 
them to store the tools when 
not in use. 

• Use the right tool for the 
job. Not doing so not only 
endangers yourself, but could 
damage the tool or the part 
itself that you are working 
on. For example, never use a 
screwdriver like a chisel or a 
tommy bar. Only bad things 
can result from misusing tools. 

• Keeping your tools in an orderly 
fashion makes them easier 

Knowing what is kept where 
also prevents tools from getting 
misplaced. 
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VIKING BURIAL

I

SMOKING LOUNGE
BAJAJ TEMPO VIKING

The Viking was probably India’s first and only four-
wheeled commercial vehicle that was powered by a 
two-stroke engine before diesel power took over

of the VW.

Even the police in certain places used them, but 

didn’t match the excitement that the rustling noise 
from its engine seemed to suggest and traversing 

the vehicles. 
After the oil prices surged and petrol became 

launched. This one had a redesigned front fascia 
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THE GRAPEVINE

There’s good news and there’s bad news. The bad news 
is, they’re all sold out. Yes, four units of the Forza 300 
maxi-scooter you see in the picture were recently sold by Hon-
da in India. There were only four because they were brought 
into the country for R&D and testing purposes, and were 
BS4-compliant so they had to be sold or be left collecting dust 
in a Honda warehouse after the BS6 deadline. Now the good 

Forza 300 in India by 2021 based on the feedback received. 
Powered by a 279cc liquid-cooled unit that belts out 24.8 
bhp, and packed with creature comforts like full-LED light-
ing, digital instrumentation and traction control, this is one 
maxi-scooter we don’t mind waiting for.

This is the 2020 edition of the Yamaha YZF-R25 that has 
been launched in the international market. Yes, we too 
hope that the blokes at Yamaha India have mercy on us 
and bring the quarter-litre supersport to Indian shores 
pronto. While that hope is probably going to be left hang-
ing, we can’t help but ogle at the stunning matte silver 
paint scheme it now adorns. The silver paint replicates the 
2019 Yamaha M1 Fiat Estoril Edition and comes adorned 
with subtle black/red highlights. Yamaha is also offering 
the bike in matte blue, but we’ll obsess over the silver one 
this time. If you aren’t aware of the specs of the bike, well, 
it packs a 250cc parallel-twin that registers 35 bhp and 2.3 
kgm. Wicked, right?

QUARTER-LITRE ROCKET!

With the spew of BS6-compliant two-wheelers hitting 
the market, Honda has brought in the 2020 edition of 
the sporty Dio, which looks stunning. The scooter now 
gets edgier lines with sharper contours and redesigned 
lighting. Other bits include Honda’s silent-start ACG 
system, telescopic fork with a 12-inch wheel at the 

-
al-function key fob, LED headlamp and a fully-digital 
instrument console. Prices for the BS6 Dio start at  
` 59,990 for the standard model.

DO-THE-DIO

MAXI-TREAT
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-
ly occurred — Hero Mo-
toCorp seems to have 
pulled the plug on the 
ageing Karizma ZMR as 
the motorcycle’s listing 
has been taken off the 

Besides that, by keeping a 

of the ZMR for months now. In a way, 
it’s good riddance. Why? Because, 
the company has been working on 

It’s the most powerful production bike 
till date to roll out of Ducati’s Borgo 
Panigale factory in Italy. Say hello to 
the menacing, beautiful and hardcore 
Panigale Superleggera V4, folks! This 
ultra-exclusive motorcycle makes a 
mind-boggling 224 bhp from its 998cc 
V4 powerhouse which can be further 
increased to 234 bhp by installing a 
race kit that comprises a track-spe-

magnesium, aluminium and titani-
um components which contribute 
to keeping the weight at just 152 kg 
(dry). With a pair of bi-plane winglets 
to keep the bike planted, the Panigale 
Superleggera V4 packs all the latest 
electronic wizardry one could think of. 

only 500 units, each costing a whop-
ping ` 71 lakh!

Benelli India has hiked the price of 
its newest and most affordable offer-
ing, the Imperiale 400. The modern 
retro-styled bike is now ` 10,500 
dearer, with a sticker price of ` 1.79 
lakh, ex-showroom. The company has 
mentioned that the reason behind the 
price hike is due to the increase in the 
material cost in China from where the 
cycle parts for the Imperiale 400 are 
manufactured. And in this hike wasn’t 

climb higher once Benelli launches the 
BS6 version of the motorcycle.

We just love the Triumph Street Triple 
RS. It’s the kind bike to you can buy 
and be happy with for a long time. Using 
the same sorted platform, the British 
bikemaker has now revealed the 2020 
edition of the Street Triple R in the 
international market. While it borrows 
its design cues from the RS, the motor is 
now the new 765cc inline-triple derived 

at 116 bhp which is slightly lesser than 
the RS’s 121-bhp output. However, 

7.6 kgm. It packs Showa suspension, 
Brembo brakes and a quickshifter as 
standard. Expect Triumph to bring the R 
to India sooner than you think.

KARIZMA NO MORE

RETRO CHECK

UPTOWN FUNK

73

NAKED-TRIPLE MADNESS

ITALIAN DOMINANCE

revamping its entire product portfolio, 
which means one can expect an all-
new completely reincarnated Karizma 
possibly with a full fairing and larger 
powerplant. Fingers crossed!

Yamaha caught us by surprise by unveiling 
the new Ray ZR 125 and the Street Rally 
125 in December. Now, the Indian arm of the 

these quirky yet funky-looking scooters in the 
country. The former has been priced at  
` 66,730 (drum) and ` 69,730 (disc), while the 
latter costs ` 70,730 (all prices are ex-Delhi). 
Both scooters sport a T-shaped LED DRL 
on the visor, faux air intakes and six-spoke 
alloy wheels. Powering them is a 125cc mill 
that registers 8 bhp and 0.9 kgm coupled to a 
variomatic transmission. We can’t wait to get 
hands-on with these two scoots!
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HAYABUSA GSX1300R
The legend that needs 
no introduction, the 
bird of prey, made its 
presence felt at the 
Expo. Besides the two 
new colour schemes, 
the Hayabusa remains 
the same as its outgoing 
model. Would that 
affect its sales? we 
don’t think so. Notably, 
this is also the last 
time we get to see 
the Hayabusa in this 
form as its successor 
is on its way and is 
likely to be unveiled 
soon internationally. 
Hopefully, we’ll see the 
next-generation model 
at the 2022 Auto Expo.

KATANA
Sharing space with the 
MotoGP bike was the 
modern reincarnation 
of the iconic Katana, a 
name last seen in the 
1980s. Now using the 
underpinnings of the 
GSX-S1000, the Katana 
is a powerful litre-
class motorcycle that is 
equipped with modern 
technology and features.  
Depending on customer 
reception, the Katana 
might come to in India via 
the CKD route. Oh Suzuki, 
just launch it already!

GIXXER 250
If you are a fan of Suzuki’s 
MotoGP livery, you are 
bound to love this version 
of the Gixxer 250. Draped 
in Ecstar competition 
colours, we are sure it will 
have many takers if the 
brand considers launching 
it here. Besides that, the 
company also showcased 
the BS6 versions of the 
Gixxer 250 and its faired 
sibling, the Gixxer SF 250.

The Auto Expo is one of those events that always have something 

to look forward to. From radical concepts to race-spec machines 

and from international showcases to new-age technologies, there is 

something for everyone. Heading from one pavilion to another, the 

products on display provide a glimpse of what the future holds for us. 

Here are the main two-wheeler highlights from the Expo.

SUZUKI GSX-RR MOTOGP BIKE
The showstopper at the Suzuki 
pavilion, that grabbed a lot of 
eyeballs was the GSX-RR MotoGP 
bike in its Ecstar livery. This race 
bike has been built around a light-
weight aluminium chassis that holds 
the menacing 1.0-litre motor that 
pumps out 226 bhp and is capable 
of propelling the motorcycle to a 
claimed top speed of 330 kph. Like 
any MotoGP bike, the GSX-RR is also 
equipped with top-spec cycle parts 
for ensuring maximum performance 
all the time!

GR
EA

TE
R 

GO
OD

SHOW ‘N’ TELL
A U T O  E X P O  2 0 2 0
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APRILIA SXR 160
If you are one of those 
who has a liking for 
maxi-scooters, then 
Aprilia has a treat in 
store. The Italian two-
wheeler brand surprised 
us by unveiling the 
all-new SXR 160. 
The company calls it 
a Crossmax design 
styling with typical 
Aprilia characteristics 
comprising of sporty 
appeal and fun 
ergonomics. It is 
powered by a fuel-
injected 160cc mill 
running on 12-inch 
5-spoke alloy wheels. 
When launched, the SXR 
160 should be a hoot 
scoot with striking looks.

APRILIA SR 160
Set to replace the current SR150 sold in the market, Aprilia 

showcased the SR160 which receives a bump in displacement. 
The motor is capable of producing 10.85 bhp and 1.18 kgm 
which is mated to a variomatic gearbox. Besides the larger 

motor which is BS6 compliant, Aprilia hasn’t introduced 
anything new in terms of looks as the scooter continues to 

follow the same design.

RSV4 1100 FACTORY
For track junkies, the 
Aprilia pavilion had 

supersport, the RSV4 
1100 Factory. Although 
the motorcycle is already 
on sale in the country, 
we still can’t get enough 
of the sleek lines of the 
motorcycle. And since it 
was the Factory edition, 
the bike featured carbon-

either side accompanied 
by a titanium Akrapovic 
exhaust. A fantastic bike, 
indeed.

HERO ELECTRIC AE-47

electric motorcycle, the AE-47. Carrying a well-proportioned 
design, the electric motorcycle comes with a host of features that 
include cruise control, digital cluster, walk assist, keyless access 
and a reverse function. It packs a 4000W motor that draws its 

market the bike under the two-lakh mark when launched.

OKINAWA CRUISER
Making its mark in the 
maxi-scooter space, 
Okinawa unveiled the 
Cruiser scooter which is 
slated for launch later this 
year. With dimensions to 
qualify as a maxi-scooter, 
the Cruiser is powered by a 
3kW brushless motor and a 
removable 4kW lithium-ion 
battery. With a charge time 
of 2-3 hours, the Cruiser is 
rated to achieve a claimed 
top speed claimed of 100 

scooter, we say!

VESPA ELETTRICA
Already offered in the 
international markets, 
Vespa showcased its 
premium e-scooter 
offering, the Elettrica, 
at the Expo. Featuring 
retro styling with 

body panels and 
blue highlights, the 
Elettrica sure seemed 
like a Vespa from the 
future. The e-scooter 
is powered by a 5.4-
bhp motor that draws 
current from a 4.2 kWh 
lithium-ion battery 
pack. The company 
claims a range of 
100 km on a full charge 
which is decent for a 
stylish city commuter.
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An iconic name heralds Bajaj’s charge

into the electric-scooter fray 

By By Kartik Ware  
Kartik Ware  Photographs 

Photographs Ishaan Bhataiya
Ishaan Bhataiya

T

HORSE HORSE BACKBACK
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From being a From being a 
workhorse to workhorse to 
becoming an becoming an 
enchanter, the enchanter, the 
Chetak has come Chetak has come 
a long waya long way
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Pretty cool meter console, neat and clear What replaces a petrol pump with a wall socket? This

The best switches on an Indian scooter yetCharging cord in the pouch on the left. USB charger, right

Ye olde front suspension still works great Is this the name that future electric scooters will thank? 

Phones, laptops, headphones, various devices — and now, Chetaks, too. Only five hours for a full charge
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... it made me 
wonder why 
Bajaj stayed 
away from 
scooters for 
so many years

80 MOTORING WORLD |  MARCH 2020



BAJAJ CHETAK 
PREMIUM

POWERTRAIN

Motor Hub-mounted  

Battery  3 kWh lithium-ion pack

Max power 4.08 kW (5.47 bhp)

Max torque NA

CHASSIS

Type Tubular frame

BRAKES

F/R  Disc / drum 

TYRES

F/R 90/90 R12 / 90/100 R12 

DIMENSIONS

L/W/H (mm) NA/NA/NA

Wheelbase NA

Ground clearance NA

Charging time 0-100 %: 5 hrs, 0-25%: 1 hr

Kerb weight 118 kg

Range 95+ km 

PRICE ` 1.15 LAKH 

 (ex-showroom)
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The new Apache RR 310 is what TVS’s 

flagship should’ve been in the first place
By Janak Sorap  Photographs Suresh Narayanan

When TVS had revealed the now-
familiar Apache RR 310 as a concept 
at Auto Expo 2016, it got motorcycle 
enthusiasts all excited. At the time, 
it was called the Akula which means 
‘shark’ in Russian. Like others, I too 

fairing and contrasting red-painted 
chassis, and all that it promised. 
When the production model 
launched, unfortunately, it turned 
out to be a bit of a disappointment 
despite its capabilities. Why? Well, to 
begin the power delivery was snappy 
and irregular, while the front fairing 
would vibrate like no one’s business. 
Also, the tyres never really seemed 

to have your back; they’d rather 
put you in a tight spot every time a 
handful of brake was grabbed. Back 
then, I wondered if it was just me 
who felt this way.

TVS also felt the same. And just 
like racing, where the pursuit of 
improvement is constant, the 2020 
Apache RR 310 has improved. And 
how. To see how good it’s become, 
I headed to the Madras Motorsport 
Race Track near Chennai. Frankly, 
I wasn’t expecting much of a 
difference, the previous-generation 

memories. But all of that changed as 

SHORT SHIFT
2020 TVS APACHE RR 310

soon as I was out on track, my knees 
tucked tight into the 11-litre fuel 
tank, helmet’s chinbar resting on top 
of it, hitting upwards of 150 kph on 
the main straight. The tyres gripped 
hard, too, allowing my knee slider to 
scrape itself all the way around the 
big-D corner at the back end of the 
circuit, and that too without any real 
effort. It was nothing like the RR310 
I’d previously known.

Before doing all of that, though, 
I turned the key in pit lane, and 
was welcomed by a spanking new 
vertically-mounted TFT display for 
the instrument cluster. It offers a 
plethora of information to the rider, 

SHARK BITE
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from a lap timer, selected gear and 
race telemetry besides the standard 
bits. TVS has revamped the whole 
electronic package of the motorcycle 
by adding several features. And 
that, in all honesty, can take a while 
to understand and get accustomed 

the Apache RR 310 comes with 
different riding modes via the 
new ride-by-wire throttle. There 
are different preset levels of ABS 
intervention, more sophisticated 
switchgear and also a new dual-
tone colour scheme which looks 
stunning.

TVS hasn’t changed much on 
the bike in terms of looks except 
for the front visor which is now 

of the vibrations the previous 
generation suffered from. Speaking 
of vibrations, although still present, 
they’ve reduced by a large extent 

For the first time in its 
segment, the RR 310 
comes with riding modes

Now there’s a computer and a half! 

Why is that Ducati font style still on the frame?! 

Riding modes required? Not sure, but thanks!

One of those tyres that should be on everything
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even at higher revs. While TVS 
didn’t say much on how the issue 
was addressed, it seems that it has 
carried out improvements to the 
engine mounts along with optimising 
the electronics. Thumb the starter, 
and the 313cc motor springs to 
life without any drama. If you have 
ridden or even heard the previous-
generation Apache RR 310, the 
broken-sounding exhaust note was 
quite disappointing. However, with 
the 2020 edition, it sure feels more 

While the RR 310 already came 
with fuel-injection, the powertrain 
is now BS6-compliant and TVS 

improvements besides complying 
with the regulations. The air-fuel 
mixing has been optimised with 
better swirl action which, according 
to TVS, has resulted in better idling 
stability and quicker cold starting. 
Also, the RR 310 now comes shod 
with new Michelin Road 5 tyres 
which have completely changed 
the feel of the bike in the handling 
department compared to the earlier 
Michelin Pilot Sports. And this is a 
big deal — no matter how good the 
suspension, brakes and chassis are, 
without good tyres it’s always going 
to be a wasted effort.

The Road 5s harness the true 
potential of the Apache RR 310, 

The RR 310 
has become 
an even more 
rider-friendly 
bike than it 
used to be 
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2020 TVS APACHE 
RR310
POWERTRAIN

Displacement 312.2cc, single

Max power 34 bhp@9700 rpm

Max torque 2.78 kgm@7700 rpm

Transmission 6- speed

CHASSIS

Type Trellis frame, split-type

BRAKES

F/R 300mm disc / 240mm disc

TYRES

F/R 110/70-ZR17 54W /

 150/60-ZR17 66W

DIMENSIONS

L/W/H (mm) 2001/786/1135

Wheelbase 1365 mm

Ground clearance 180 mm

Seat height 810 mm

Kerb weight 174 kg

Fuel capacity 11 litres 

PRICE ` 2.4 LAKH 

 (ex-showroom, Mumbai)

allowing it to carry more speed and 
lean through corners. The folks at 

tyres, they’d even arranged a wet-
braking test to understand the 

run, I grabbed a handful of brake at 
60 kph in Rain mode and the bike 
came to a halt without skipping even 
once. After a few more runs, I was 
jabbing the brakes hard in the wet 
at 120 kph and the RR 310 kept 
everything under control with no 
scary moments at all.

With the new riding modes, better 
tyres, and some more tweaks all 
over, the RR 310 has become an 
even more rider-friendly motorcycle 
than it used to be. There are four 
modes to choose from, which change 
the characteristics of the motor, 
the engine braking and the ABS 
to better suit the requirements of 
the rider and road conditions. The 
Track and Sport modes offer the 
maximum level of performance 

and acceleration with 34 bhp and 
2.78 kgm combined with lesser 
ABS intrusion. The Urban and Rain 
modes, on the other hand, have a 
reduced power output of 25.8 bhp 
and 2.54 kgm which, according to 
TVS, make the bike more rideable 
in the city and safer in wet-weather 
conditions. In these modes, the ABS 
also kicks in a little sooner, while 
the claimed top speed of 160 kph is 
limited to 125 kph.

After a full day of track action, 
with the kind of upgrades TVS has 
carried out, the Apache RR 310 
now feels like and delivers what the 

goes, racing improves the breed, 
and TVS has managed to weed out 
the shortcomings of the Apache RR 
310 to offer a product that you’ll be 
inclined to take to the limit as soon 
as you get on it. Looks like the shark 

ride it on the street!  
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Promises to keep, people to ferry, money to make

By Janak Sorap Photographs Kartik Ware 

Yes, you might have raised an 
eyebrow or two after reading the 
title, puzzled about how the highest-
selling scooter in the country could 
be a last hope. Well, to be frank, 
regardless of what I, any other 
journalists or you, the reader, feel 
or think about the new Honda 
Activa 6G, it is a product that is 
just going to sell by itself. Period. 
It probably isn’t the best scooter 
out there, but it is the choice of 
the masses by huge leaps and 
bounds. To gain this level of trust 
is an absolute achievement and 
I completely respect it. But then 
again, there comes the part where 
it’s a manufacturer’s responsibility 
to make a successful product better 
by making it more robust, durable, 

some positives, but also lost some in 
the course of its evolution.

If you had to place the new Activa 
6G besides the outgoing 5G, there 
are only subtle design changes 
carried out from nose to tail. The 

and pronounced in comparison to 
the 5G. The version I rode was the 

Deluxe variant which features a 
redesigned all-LED headlamp (the 
standard version gets a halogen 
bulb) and an analogue instrument 
console as opposed to the semi-
digital unit on the 5G Deluxe model. 
Why, Honda? Why not simply stick 
with the same setup? And if you 
thought that was the end of the 
issues, it isn’t. You see, one of the 
reasons why the Activa is a preferred 
choice of many is because of its 
metal body which gives it a premium 
feel over its plastic-bodied rivals. 

However, Honda seems to have 
cut corners to save manufacturing 
costs, and the build quality of this 

the plastic ones doesn’t feel solid 
or long-lasting anymore. The body 

only going to amplify considering 
the general condition of roads to 
be dealt with. Not something you’d 
expect from the successor of a top-
selling product.

With the negatives addressed, 
there are factors that Honda has 

and implemented. If you haven’t 

SHORT SHIFT
HONDA ACTIVA 6G 

LAST HOPE
guessed yet, it’s the front end 
which now features a telescopic 
fork accompanied by a larger 
12-inch wheel. It has been long 
awaited and the result can be felt 
instantaneously. The ride quality 
has improved by a huge margin as 
the setup is now more responsive, 
ironing out undulations to a large 
extent. The incorporation of the 
12-inch wheel has further improved 
handling, and it inspires more 

corners and while riding on  
potholed roads. 

The folks at Honda have also 
upgraded the rear monoshock which 
is now three-way adjustable and 
can be set according to the rider’s 
preference. Moving further, there are 
a few additions like the pass switch 
and new engine-kill switch that 
were missed on the 5G, and new 
rear-view mirrors which now have 
a tightening screw to prevent them 
from drooping down as they age. 

that makes life easier as one doesn’t 
need to get off the seat at the time  
of refuelling. 

Now, one of the qualities that 
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... looks like it will continue 
to sell in the millions and set 
new milestones on the way
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2020 HONDA ACTIVA 6G
POWERTRAIN

Displacement 109.51cc, single

Max power 7.6 bhp@8000 rpm

Max torque 0.89 kgm@5250 rpm

Transmission CVT

CHASSIS

Type Underbone

BRAKES

F/R 130mm drum / 130mm drum

TYRES

F/R 90/90-R12 54J / 

 90/100-R10 53J

DIMENSIONS

L/W/H (mm) 1833/697/1156

Wheelbase 1260 mm

Ground clearance 171 mm

Seat height 692 mm

Kerb weight 107 kg

Fuel capacity 5.3 litres 

PRICE ` 65,535 (STD)/  

 ` 67,035 (DELUXE)

 (ex-showroom, Mumbai)

has always been associated with 
the Activa’s success is its tried-and-
tested powertrain. While the formula 
has remained the same, Honda has 
further improved it by offering some 
of the features that are present 
on the Activa 125. Besides the 
incorporation of fuel-injection to 
comply with emission norms, the 
company has improved the air-fuel 
intake path for better combustion 

more stringent norms has resulted 
in a slight drop in power, but Honda 
has addressed it by offering an  
ACG starter. 

Before you start wondering, 
the ACG starter is basically using 
the alternator to double up as 
the starter motor. This eliminates 
the need for a dedicated starter 
unit and reduces a component for 
maintenance. The operation of the 

ACG starter is so smooth and quiet 
that you can easily crank the motor 
and sneak the scooter out for a 
covert exit strategy whenever the 
need arises.

Summing it up, the new Activa 
6G looks like it will continue 
to sell in the millions and set 
new milestones on the way. The 
adaptation of fuel-injection and 
modern suspension after a long 
wait is highly appreciated. However, 
in the pursuit of making a well-

Honda seems to have ended up 
cutting corners, and I hope that 

all comes down to the brand-loyal 
masses who will still continue to 
look beyond the shortcomings of 
the Activa over other products on 
offers. Still a win-win for Honda, it 
would appear. 

 

Generic scooter headlamp filter used here

Finally, someone thought of convenience

Telescopic fork and CBS, but no front disc
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SHORT SHIFT
KTM 200 DUKE/390 DUKE

Is the KTM 200 Duke ready to step out 

of big brother’s shadow? 
By Kartik Ware Photographs Kaizad Adil Darukhanawala 

FAMILYJEWELS
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on tarmac. Now, with the BSVI 200 
and 390 Dukes, has that margin 
reduced? Long story short, nope. 

Yes, the 200 Duke now gets the 
emperor’s old clothes, leaving only 
the 125 Duke wearing the original 

even wonder where that leaves the 
250 Duke, now that the new 200 
duplicates its likeness at a lesser 
cost, but that’s why I began this 
story the way I did. In any case, 
this seems to be a part of KTM’s 
strategy, periodically launching and 
alternatingly updating models to 
keep them relevant. In any case, 
this leaves us with a 200 Duke that 
now looks like the 250 and more like 
the 390, and as you can tell that’s 

no bad thing at all. That’s because, 

repeatedly hear the line, ‘It looks the 
same, so why spend more money?’ 

The 200 Duke’s new-old 
appearance is something that you’re 
already familiar with, so I won’t 
bother rehashing my words from 
the 250 Duke story. But I have to 
mention the new colours that now 
drape the KTM range including 
the RCs — they all look smashing. 
The 390, especially, in that silver-
grey shade looks stunning. Power 
outputs for both remain the same, 
but the bigger Duke loses 24 mm 
of ground clearance thanks to the 
exhaust header pipe now being 
routed from under the engine, 

s much as we love motorcycles, 
they are merciless towards one 
another. Whether it’s the sales 
charts or lap times, there is always 

of siblings ever, this violence is all 
the more earnest when it shares a 
gene pool. The 200 Duke was the 

2012, and the 390 Duke followed 
in 2013. These are the machines 
that cemented KTM’s reputation 
as the maker of some of the most 
vigorous motorcycles India has ever 

still the largest-selling KTM in India, 
its popularity never helped when 
it came to showing big brother up 
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gains 4 kg, and also gets the niggly 

that has changed a lot; it’s longer, 
wider, taller, with 20 mm less 
ground clearance, and weighs  
11 kg more than the older version. 
Doesn’t sound too good, does it?  
Not to worry.   

The importance of comfort on a 
motorcycle cannot be overstated. So 
while the 200 Duke may have put 
on some holiday weight, it is now 
a much easier bike to ride faster 
(and longer, too, with its tank that 
holds three more litres of fuel). The 
riding position is now similar to the 
bigger Dukes; it’s comfortable and 
sporty, but with a lot more room to 
move around on the bike — none 
of that wedged-into-place feeling as 
on the older Dukes. This makes the 
200 Duke far easier to control than 
before, which also means that that 
engine can be treated with far more 
abandon than before.  

The 200 Duke doesn’t get the 
open-cartridge front fork legs of the 
250/390, so handling, even if it’s 
more stable now, is still a rather 
lively affair. It was all the more 
apparent once I got off the 390 and 

corner, I nearly steered myself off 
the track. The 200 Duke nose is still 
as sharp as ever, and it remains 
eager to dive into corners, enough to 
make the 390 seem almost drowsy, 
even. But then it’s never a good idea 
to poke the big guy too much, is it?  

Even if the 390 Duke makes 
up a fraction of its mind, it leaves 
the 200 behind in a most comical 
manner. It’s as if only the 390’s 
world suddenly hits fast forward, 
while an invisible hand holds the 
200 back. With my un-aerodynamic 
shape on each, the 200 Duke hit a 
top speed of 131 kph, while the 390 
Duke showed 151 kph, before each 
ran out of road. But the 390 was 
already more than halfway around 
the test track by then, threatening 
to humiliate little brother by lapping 
it. The 200’s enhanced dynamic 
capabilities cannot overcome the Okay, this is starting to look old now, but only... ... because we’ve been spoiled by this unit! 
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Once the fun begins with 
the Dukes ,it does not end
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KTM 200 DUKE/
390 DUKE 
POWERTRAIN

Displacement 199.5cc, single / 

 373.2cc, single

Max power 24.7 bhp@10,000 rpm /

 42.9 bhp@9000 rpm

Max torque 1.96 kgm@8000 rpm / 

 3.77 kgm@7000 rpm

Transmission 6-speed

CHASSIS

Type Steel trellis frame

BRAKES

F/R 300-mm disc/230-mm disc 

 320-mm disc/230-mm disc

TYRES

F/R 110/70 R17 / 150/60 R17

DIMENSIONS

L/W/H (mm) 2072/831/1109 

Wheelbase 1357 mm 

Ground clearance 155 mm / 151 mm

Seat height 823 mm 

Kerb weight 159 kg / 167 kg

Fuel capacity 13.5 litres 

PRICE ` 1.73 LAKH  / ` 2.53 LAKH 

 (ex-showroom, Delhi)

our backs. In the middle of corners, 
both the 200 and the 390 show 

sliders into the sunset. The 390 does 

to its better suspension and tyres, 
but the 200 is right there, being 
the annoying smaller sibling who 

cries its heart out into its redline 
once the elder Duke decides to get 
away. The smaller Duke might’ve 

the more popular of the two, but 
the 390 still remains a portal into a 
different world of speed, a far grittier 
one in which it goes chasing giants. 
So even if the 200 Duke’s grown up 
a bit, big brother will always noogie 
it at will. 

least on the track; the street may be 
a different story. 

too, as I fully expect both Dukes to 
scrape their undersides way more 
often now, thanks to the reduced 
ground clearance, though I hope I’m 

is either too sensitive, cutting 
ignition at the whisper of a touch, 
or it doesn’t work at all, so I ended 
up ignoring it for the most part. I’d 
much rather not have it at all and 
save the money instead. But that’s 
really it for the complaints. Because 
once the fun begins with the Dukes, 
it does not end. 

We spent more time than ever 
going around corners at ever-
increasing lean angles, faster and 

Looks the same, but that silver makes it all betterThe 200 Duke shows off its new looks quite well
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Riding a 220-kg machine on dirt has always 

been a scary proposition. Until now 

SHORT SHIFT
TRIUMPH TIGER 900 R ALLY PRO

By Varad More  Photographs Triumph

It’s about 0830 and we have just 
turned away from the smooth 
tarmac highway onto a small dirt 
trail that winds its way to the beach 
in Essaouira, a small port town 
situated to the west of Marrakech. 

Triumph Tiger 900 Rally Pro. And as 
usual, like most of these beasts that 
scare me with their height and bulk, 

had been similarly intimidating. 

miles on the highway. As soon as we 
touched dirt, a small adjustment for 
lowering the seat height to suit my 
5’6” frame and it became a lot more 
manageable than I had imagined. 
Following our lead rider, Matthew 
Reed, who runs his own Triumph 
Adventure Riding Academy in Wales, 
UK, I soon found adjusting to the 
reworked ergonomics of the Tiger 
easier than any other big adventure 
machines I’ve ridden before. And 

it felt a lot more welcoming and 
forgiving off-road than the Tiger 800 
XCX,  of which I’ve had a fair share 
trying to go off-roading over the last 
couple of years.

It was a whole day of off-road 
riding that Triumph had marked 
out for us and right from the very 

felt absolutely at home on the loose 
stuff. The revised weight balance 
on the bike is spot on for enduro 
riding and one can sit on the saddle 
(or stand!) all day riding the dirt 
without feeling the weight or size of 
the motorcycle, something that the 
outgoing 800 failed to do. The old 
bike, although a potent machine for 
trails, it sure tired out the rider at 
the end of the course. The new Tiger, 
instead, just keeps edging you to 
push it harder and further, almost 
teasing playfully, ‘Is that all you 
got?’ It is very evident that the new 
Tiger has a much more ravenous 

appetite to relish every off-road 
course. 

The seat is slimmer, making 
way for easier access to the ground 
even for short riders. The tank, 
although now bigger with 20 litres 
of capacity, has been slimmed down 
to match the seat’s narrow design, 
yet making for a perfect curve for 

tank when standing and riding. 
The footpegs on the Rally Pro have 
also been moved a bit backwards 
than the layout of the road-friendly 
900 GT version. But it’s not just 
ergonomics here that are responsible 
for the Tiger 900 more approachable 
nature. It’s the overall rediscovery of 
design, suspension and engine that 
Triumph has achieved here. 

The earlier WP suspension has 
been replaced by a fully-adjustable 
long-travel (240 mm) Showa unit up 
front and it’s been tuned particularly 
for off-road use. On the rear is a 

TAMING THE TAMING THE 
BIG CAT BIG CAT 
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Showa monoshock adjustable for 
preload and rebound damping. 
Overall, the suspension tuning 
is such that riding the Tiger off-
road now feels like second nature. 
The feel from the front end is 
superlatively communicative and the 
rider can feel every small detail on 
the road and revert with accurate 
inputs. And a large part of this 
dialogue-inducing riding character 
can be attributed to the new 
lightweight frame and the revised 
engine layout. 

The centre of gravity has been 

On the older Tiger, the front end felt 
too heavy and busy especially when 
riding on dirt. And the earlier  
triple engine also felt less grunty at 
its bottom end. But that’s an  
old story now. 

The new Tiger also gets an all-
new 900cc triple-cylinder motor that 
has been designed to keep the riders 
happy with a more suitable low-end 
power delivery. Unlike the Tiger 
800, the new triple gets an uneven 

Triumph to achieve a more tractable 
power curve in the mid-range 

dropped by moving the new triple 
motor down by 42 mm and tilting 
it ahead by 6.8 degrees. Also, 
changes to engine sump and an all-
new split twin-radiator design has 
allowed Triumph to achieve a more 
balanced weight distribution without 
compromising on ground clearance. 
All this geometrical wizardry 
transforms the new Tiger into a lot 
more capable off-roader than ever 
before. The bike feels planted and 
composed even when ridden through 
thick beach sand, slushy water 
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without compromising top-end 
performance. The new engine now 
makes 0.81 kgm more torque than 
the previous motor and it delivers 
that torque lower down the rev range 
for a better riding experience. The 
gearing is such that the power is 
a lot more useable at lower rpm, 
but the top two gears are taller and 

better performance for comfortable 
highway cruising. But, like all good 
motorcycles, the Tiger 900 is a lot 
more about feel than numbers. 

Through the full day of riding 
the machine on various terrains, at 

Small cubby keeps your phone charged and dry Bidirectional quickshifter standard on Pro models Exhaust sounds deeper due to the new firing-order
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no point did it feel like excess hard 
work, which is what the Tiger 800 
always felt like at the end of the 
day. And that, I think, is a huge 
upgrade for the Tiger. It feels a lot 
lighter to ride (it is lighter by about 
5 kg) and is more spacious to move 
around on. The power delivery is a 
lot more useable for serious off-road 
riding and the overall equipment on 
the bike is top notch, including the 
advanced electronics like different 
riding modes, cornering ABS, 
traction control, and all other bells 
and whistles. 

In Off-Road Pro mode, it hands 
complete control to the rider, 
allowing you to entirely turn off ABS 

The new Tiger 900 
Rally Pro is a dirt bike 
on crack... but a really 
well-behaved one
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2020 TRIUMPH 
TIGER 900
POWERTRAIN

Displacement 888cc, inline-3

Max power 93.9 bhp@8750 rpm

Max torque  8.87 kgm@7250 rpm

Transmission 6-speed

CHASSIS

Type Tubular steel frame with

 bolt-on sub frame

BRAKES

F/R Twin 320-mm discs / 

 255-mm disc

TYRES

F/R 100/90-R19 / 150/70-R17

DIMENSIONS

L/W/H (mm) NA/830/1410-1460

Wheelbase 1551-1556 mm

Ground clearance NA

Seat height 810-870 mm

Kerb weight 192-201 kg

Fuel capacity 20 litres

PRICE TBA

Pro deserves the Pirelli rubber if you 
plan to go off-roading with it. Dual-

conditions, but knobbies are what 
truly transform the Tiger 900 into 
a dirt beast. When the bike arrives 
in India in April 2020, we will have 
to see what the BSVI norms change 
in its character and riding feel. But 
purely on chassis feel and weight 
balance coupled with welcoming 
ergonomics even for short riders like 
yours truly, the new Tiger 900 Rally 
Pro is a dirt bike on crack... but a 
really well-behaved one. Is there 
even a thing like that? No? Maybe 
that’s why the new Tiger is such a 
big deal. 

and traction control if the situation 
calls for all hell breaking loose. For 
more sensible riders, there is the 
Off-Road mode that has limited 
intrusion from the electronics, 
yet allowing for some controlled 
shenanigans. It also gets an anti-
stall mechanism that increases 
idling revs to make for a stall-free 
riding experience off-road at low 
revs, a particular chink in the Tiger 
800’s armour.

Of course, we had the pleasure of 
running the tubeless Pirelli Scorpion 
Trail tyres on our test bike, and we 
are pretty certain those tyres are not 
what we will get here in India. But 
I must say that the Tiger 900 Rally 
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TANK SLAPPER
RICOCHET MOTORCYCLES
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A BSVI Himalayan meets its previous two 

avatars. No, really, those are Himalayans 
By Janak Sorap  Photographs Kaizad Adil Darukhanawala

OUT 
OF 

STOCK
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I have always liked the Royal 

It’s a sad thing to not 
recognise your beloved 
machine, right?
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THE 2020 iteration of the Himalayan is 

a more refined version of the adventure 

motorcycle. The motor is now BS6-

compliant which has resulted in a 

marginal drop in power accompanied 

by a gain of 5 kg in overall weight. While 

the low-end torque remains pretty 

much the same, the mill now works 

harder from the mid-range to the top of 

the rev band, as it takes slightly longer 

to build speed. Also, the side-stand 

is now shorter which makes the bike 

more stable when parked. One crucial 

aspect missed on the BS4 model 

was the option to switch off ABS for 

the rear wheel, which has been duly 

addressed, making off-roading as 

unsafe as you’d want it to be. Lastly, the 

package is completed with a range of 

new dual-tone colour schemes that 

add more than a dash of freshness to 

the motorcycle. We approve! 

The weight 
reduction is 
easily close to 
20-odd kg

The Himalayan gets a BS6 
heart and some nifty upgrades

ADVENTURE READY
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We would like to thank everyone 
at Ricochet Motorcycles for building 

these lovely bikes and letting us have 
a blast riding them.

While  the internals remain the same, there’s a K&N filter and  a full custom exhaust

Bug-eyed headlight with a wire grille is reminiscent of old-school Dakar rally motorcycles

2020 ROYAL ENFIELD 
HIMALAYAN 
POWERTRAIN

Displacement 411cc, single

Max power 24.3 bhp@6500 rpm 

Max torque 3.26 kgm@4000-4500 rpm

Transmission 6-speed

CHASSIS

Type Half-duplex split cradle

BRAKES

F/R 300mm disc  / 

 240-mm disc

TYRES

F/R 90/90-R21 / 120/90-R17

DIMENSIONS

L/W/H (mm) 2190/840/1360

Wheelbase 1465 mm

Ground clearance 220 mm

Seat height 800 mm

Kerb weight 199 kg

Fuel capacity 15 litres 

PRICE ` 1.89 LAKH 

 (ex-showroom, Mumbai)
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A blast from the smoky past, this is 

the stuff our dreams are made of 

LEAN ANGLE
1983 BARTOL 250 GP RACER

By Alan Cathcart  Photographs Kel Edge

Jocular and modest, but focussed 
and determined, Austrian Harald 
Bartol was one of the top two-stroke 
tuners in the GP paddock up until 
the demise of the 125GP class in 
2011. But he was also one of the 
rare breed of rider engineers, equally 
skilled in carving lines and winning 
races on a bike, as in developing 
its engine. And that extended to 
building his own bike, the short-
lived Bartol rotary-valve twin.

After retiring from racing in 
1980 and sinking all of his savings 
accrued during a 15-year riding 
career into the construction of the 
250cc Bartol parallel-twin Grand 

appeared late in 1981. ‘The original 
idea was to build something for 
me to race myself in the 250GP 
class,’ recalls Harald, 72, today. 
‘The 125 riders were getting smaller 
and lighter, and I was just too big 
physically to be competitive like 
I used to be. I started out with a 
TZ250 Yamaha, but in 1979, I got 
a good sponsorship contract with 
an Italian company called Amaretto 

MISSION 
MISSION ACCOMPLISHED! 

ACCOMPLISHED! 

MISSION 
MISSION ACCOMPLISHED! 

ACCOMPLISHED! 
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di Saronno, so I thought — okay, 
now I can build my own engine. 
But I began this project without 
having received any money from this 
company, and in the end it never 
came — so that was the reason 
that I had to stop racing. I’d already 
spent more than DM 100,000 on 
this project (` 1.95 crore today), 
which was all the money I had. 
So there was no more to continue 
riding, even in 125s.’

To try to recoup at least some of 
his R&D costs, Harald decided to 
produce a small series of complete 
rotary-valve parallel-twin Bartol 
250GP racers for sale to customers. 
‘We made seven complete bikes 
altogether,’ he says, ‘as well as a few 
spare engines, including a stroked 
350 for Patrick Fernandez to use in 

championship in 1982, and a 375cc 
version he could ride in the 500cc 
class, too.’ 

Having written about the Bartol 
250/350 project during my early 
days as a GP reporter, it was very 

thanks to Manfred John and his 
Klassik Motorsport organisation 
team I was able to do in practice for 
the Franciacorta round last year. 
Not only does the 247cc Bartol 
motor have the same mounting 
points as the TZ250 Yamaha, it also 
weighs the same at 31 kg without 

Harald’s own 180-degree crankshaft, 
and his own design of cylinders 
with six transfer ports and three 
exhausts. It’s a very compact engine 
design — the same width carb to 
carb as a 125 MBA, with the 36-mm 

side and bored to 37 mm. The water 
pump lives at the rear of the engine 

Quite a spacious bubble to live inside, right? So tiny, but so potent. The magic of two-strokes Small motor means small everything else
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it originally developed back in the 
day (89 bhp for the stroked 350cc 
version raced by Patrick Fernandez). 
Part of the reason for this is the 
Slovenian-made Zeeltronic electronic 

programmable system which allows 
the advance curve to be varied very 
readily, and as I immediately found 
when I rode the bike at Franciacorta, 
gives a much greater spread of 
torque than I was expecting from 
a 37-year-old rotary-valve motor. 
Back then, before the development 
of exhaust powervalves, these had a 

band, as well as a narrower spread 
of both power and torque, albeit with 
more power than a piston-port or 
reed-valve design.

Instead, the Bartol 250 offers 
the best of both worlds, because 

there’s a strong, smooth transition 
into the rotary-valve motor’s strong 
powerband above 8500 rpm, as well 
as the kind of torque delivery I’ve 
only ever experienced before on a 
two-stroke 250 from a powervalve-
equipped motor. During my three 
20-minute sessions on the bike, I 
had several drag races out of the 
Franciacorta hairpin with later 
1990s TZ Yamaha thus equipped, 
and despite what I presume was my 
extra weight compared to a typical 
250GP jockey, the Bartol fully kept 
up with them. It also starts very 
easily, in just a couple of steps — 
so much so that Leif petitioned the 
organisers to go back to the future 
and institute push-starts again, but 
got turned down on the grounds 
that the FIM forbids them, even for 
historic racing!

The engine 
delivers 
76 bhp at 
12,000 rpm 
at the rear 
wheel...

cases, with the ignition right behind 

‘When I designed the engine I tried 
for a narrow width,’ says Harald 

get everything behind each other 
with the rocker arm suspension 
design we originally used. If I 
decided to build another I’d certainly 
stick the ignition on the left where 
there’s more space.’

For 2019, Harald designed some 
new exhausts which were made 
in Britain by Abcon Exhausts in 
Nottingham. The engine was rebuilt 
in Strasswalchen last winter, and 
running on a 4 per cent mixture of 
95 octane pump fuel and AGIP oil 
(Bartol engines always had quite a 
low compression) delivers 76 bhp 
at 12,000 rpm at the rear wheel — 
a useful step up from the 71 bhp 

Old quite literally is gold with the Bartol 250 racer

Fast of the past! How racing motorcycles have changed. And just look at that lovely little end can! 
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In fact, the Bartol’s so torquey by 
two-stroke standards that I ended 
up using the Yamaha gearbox’s one-
up race pattern left-foot gearshift 
rather less than I was expecting. So 
exiting the last tight left-hand turn 
onto the Franciacorta (main) pit 
straight I could short-shift into 2nd 
gear at 9500 rpm, and then ride the 
torque curve all the way from just 
over 8000 revs up to the 11,800-rpm 
mark where Leif told me he shifts up 
— I found it will run higher before 
the power tails off, but there’s no 
real need to do so because of the 
meaty (by two-stroke standards, 
anyway!) torque curve. 

having a great battle with a well-
ridden TZ250, whose rider was 
braver than me on the brakes going 

only for me to be able to outdrag 
him out of the slower bends. This 
was despite the gear-lever being a 
fraction too low for me to shift gear 
properly on the brakes — well, that 
was my excuse anyway! — so I’d 
occasionally enter a turn one gear 
higher than I’d intended. For all the 
wrong reasons this underlined the 
forgiving nature of the Bartol’s motor 
— not a term you usually relate to a 
rotary-valve motor — as well as the 
great grip from the Avon tyres as I 
cranked the bike over further than 
intended to cope with the extra turn 
speeds. Oops!

For my second session Alistair 
had positioned the gear lever better 
for me, so I was better able to start 
riding the Bartol in something 

approaching anger. Unfortunately, 
after just a couple of laps the engine 
slowed, and I toured in with what 
transpired to be a broken ignition 
pickup. Better it happened to 
me than Leif in his race the next 
day! But third time lucky it all 
came together, and I could really 
appreciate the qualities of the Bartol 
motor — as well as the Bakker 
frame, which like every product I’ve 
ever ridden of Nico’s ‘Frame Bakery’ 
(Bakker means Baker in Dutch!) 
felt capable and predictable. It was 
both stable round Franciacorta’s 
fast sweeping right-handers, and 

where the 16-inch front wheel gave 
a good sense of security in trying to 
keep up turn speed, thanks to what 
I presume is a wider contact patch 
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1983 BARTOL 250 
GP RACER 
POWERTRAIN
Displacement 247cc, parallel twin 

Max power 76 bhp@12,000 rpm 

 (at rear wheel)

Max torque NA 

Transmission 6-speed

CHASSIS
Type Aluminium tubular duplex

 cradle frame

BRAKES
F/R 260-mm twin discs / 

 200-mm disc

TYRES
F/R 120/70 R16 / 150/70 R18

DIMENSIONS
L/W/H (mm) NA/NA/NA

Wheelbase 1330 mm

Ground clearance NA

Seat height NA

Kerb weight 104 kg (without fuel) 

Fuel capacity NA 

PRICE ` 3.94  LAKH  

 (excluding duties)

TOP SPEED 220 kph

OWNER  Alta Engineering Ltd.,

 Barnsley, Yorkshire, 

 Great Britain

than with an 18-inch tyre. 
The Bartol braked really well, too, 

the twin front Brembo discs with 
their Serie Oro calipers stopping 
the 104-kg half-dry bike and its 
rider (weighing almost as much!) 

the pit straight, as I zipped down 
three gears in swift succession on 
the now sweet-shifting gearbox. I 
didn’t use the ultra-lightweight 200-
mm aluminium Zanzani rear disc 
at all, and nor does Leif — thanks 
to what’s obviously a well-chosen 
front suspension set-up the Bakker 
frame’s stability was good enough 
without my having to counter  
weight transfer by using the back 

front stoppers. 
But the real star of the show is 

that excellent engine, as evidenced 
by the fact that in my last couple 
of laps of my third session on the 
Bartol I gradually inched closer to 
a 1990s TZ250 with its later V-twin 
reed-valve motor complete with 
powervalve. After following in his 
tyre tracks for a couple of laps, I 

Bartol devoid of any electronic 
assistance was the equal of this 
ten-year younger motorcycle in 
a straight line, as well as just as 

strong on acceleration both out of a 
slow turn and a third-gear sweeper. 
Mission accomplished, Harald — and 
kudos to Alistair Taylor and Leif 
Nielsen for helping prove the value of 
your engineering skills 37 years on!

The news that nine-time Isle of 
Man TT-winner Charlie Williams — a 
recent victor of the Goodwood Revival 
Classic race — will be racing the 
Alta Engineering 250 Bartol in the 
250/350cc two-stroke motorcycle 
event at the 2020 Goodwood 
Members Meeting on March 28/29, 
will be another great test of Harald 
Bartol’s engineering skills — and 
Alistair Taylor’s talents in extracting 
the latent performance of the 
Austrian-built rotary-valve two-
stroke motor. Who’d bet against him 
winning the 250cc class there on the 
Bartol? No pressure, Charlie! 

But the real But the real 
star of the star of the 
show is that show is that 
excellent excellent 
engine...engine...
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Inside the walls of India’s biggest two-wheeler R&D centre
By Kartik Ware  Photographs Kaizad Adil Darukhanawala & Hero MotoCorp

CIT AROUND
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facility, a look into how Hero makes 
motorcycles for India and the world. 
And it was quite the look, too. 

As CEO of Hero, Dr Pawan 
Munjal is the peerless populator 
of the motorcycle world, and he 
duly unveiled the new Passion Pro 
and Glamour commuters, and the 
Xtreme 160R, a gorgeous addition to 
the 150-160cc segment. But after we 
were done Instabookittergramming 

was riding the Xpulse 200 with the 
new rally kit that you can soon buy 
at select Hero dealerships. This ride 
was arranged at the dirt track inside 
CIT which is also the headquarters 
for the Hero MotoSports Team 
Rally. And despite my complete 
unsuitability for off-roading, I was 
quite looking forward to riding the 
upgraded Xpulse. I am a big fan of 
suspension, you see, and the new 
units did not disappoint. 

I wish I could tell you that I 

abandon, and my time on the bike 
did feel extremely intense to me, 
but to spectators I probably was a 
source of hearty giggles. Even so, 
the bike felt so much better than 
the stock bike, and I immediately 
resolved to get the kit for our 
long-termer, perhaps even for my 
Impulse. It felt tauter and more 
robust, and the tyres gripped harder 
in the dirt, while it was easier to 
move around on the seat. The 
Akrapovic exhaust did its part in 
making me feel like I was raising 
hell, though I was only raising a few 
grains of dust and my heart rate. 
The exhaust is not part of the kit 
and neither are the sprockets that 
shorten the bike’s overall gearing. At 
` 38,000 for adjustable suspension 
front and back, off-road Maxxis 

No, you won’t get that exhaust. Period

Proper tyres to send up rooster tails

A far as vexing things go, 
nothing can outdo riding a new 
motorcycle for a really short time. 
It’s 93 times worse than a sluggish 
internet connection. So when Hero 
MotoCorp, the biggest two-wheeler 
manufacturer in India, lets a bunch 
of motoring journos ride not one, 
not two, but four motorcycles 
for a handful of minutes each, 
frowns are virtually engraved on 
every face and helmet in sight. 
Then again, the riding was only 
a part of the proceedings at Hero 
World 2020, an event that took 
place at the Hero Global Centre for 
Innovation and Technology near 
Jaipur, Rajasthan. The idea was to 
give us an experiential tour of the 

The Xtreme 160R is one fine-looking motorcycle indeed Cool smoked tail-lamp, too! 
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place at the Hero Global Centre for 
Innovation and Technology near 
Jaipur, Rajasthan. The idea was to 
give us an experiential tour of the
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handlebar risers, a taller sidestand, 
and an extended gear lever, the kit 
is nothing but value for money. Even 
if you don’t plan on becoming India’s 
next Dakar hope, the suspension 
alone is worth it.  

What was even more interesting 
was a partially covered motorcycle 
without any bodywork, parked next 
to the Hero Dakar bike, with a sign 
that said, ‘What’s next!’ It was a 
300cc+ platform and looked very 

promising indeed, even more so 
than the KTM 390 Adventure that I 
just bought. However, I didn’t have 
much cause for regret; the bike’s 

years before the bike is launched. 

forward to, I’d say, based on how 
everyone thronged around the bike.  

Off-roading done with before I 
even had a chance to crash-land the 

None of the details of this bike have been finalised, but that doesn’t stop us from being excited

Xpulse, it was 
off to the tarmac 
tracks to ride the 
other bikes. We got a 
brief ride on the Xtreme 
160R at the handling 
track, and it was fun. ‘Wide 
open spaces really do blind any 
sense of speed,’ I observed, duly 

on the track. I am famously slow to 
hit my stride, and the ride was over 

It was a 
300cc+ 
platform and 
looked very 
promising 
indeed...

 it was 
e tarmac 
o ride the 

es. We got a 
on the Xtreme 
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really do blind any 
ed,’ I observed, duly 

am famously slow to 
and the ride was over 
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I was still thinking about 
the Xtreme 160R while 
riding the Passion Pro 
and Glamour...
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before I could get a single corner 
right. Even so, it was enough for 
me to start wishing for the Xtreme 
160R on the road. It’s smooth, is a 
fantastic handler, and the segment-

And I was still thinking about 
the Xtreme 160R while riding the 
Passion Pro and the Glamour 
on various sections of the test 
track, including the Belgian Pavé 
and other undulating surfaces of 
various intensities. So, other than 
registering that the two commuters 

to carry forward Hero’s obligations 
to Indian commuters, I couldn’t 
really note anything else. Other 
than wondering why we couldn’t 
have started earlier in the day so 
we could get more riding time, that 
is. And just like that, it was time to 
get out of riding gear and put our 
phones in lockers for the visit to the 
R&D facility. 

Of course, Hero hid everything 
well out of sight before we got 
anywhere close to the CIT’s gate, 
and we only saw a bunch of old 
Splendors and Maestros everywhere 
we went. I’ve been to engineering 
college and have also been inside 
motorcycle factories before, so it 
was a familiar feeling; the air of 
perpetual submission that hangs 
in the air around engineers, 
surrounded by the sounds and smell 
of industry. We were shown just 

ones were boarded and nailed shut 

scanners and keypads next to doors 
were looked at wistfully. 

To give you an example, we 
visited an enclosed lab in which a 
motorcycle’s rear wheel moves on a 
rolling road, the bike itself plugged 
into various systems to monitor its 
performance. The lab’s temperature 
can be adjusted between -20º C 
and 60º C, humidity levels can be 
controlled, in fact everything short 

bike performance measured in those 
conditions. The most interesting 
labs, though, were the ones in  
which a motorcycle’s sound and 
electronic compliance is tested. I 
hadn’t seen such setups before, so 
I paid more attention than usual to 

weren’t allowed.  
In other departments, bikes and 

scooters were being tormented 
by machines that could move the 

stoutest heart. Those mechanical 
cannibals were designed to drop 
bikes from a height, rattle them 
on jigs, bash their suspensions, 
and generally attempt to split two-
wheelers into their constituent 
atoms. But it’s all so that the 
handlebar won’t suddenly come off 
in your hands when you’re riding 
your Hero to work. It’s also why 
that rally kit works so well. I wonder 

The CIT visit was a good overview 
of what one of the best R&D facilities 
in the world is capable of. On the 
way out, the security crew even 
collected the lanyards that had our 
individual names on it, such is the 
secrecy around the place, and it’s 
quite understandable, too. However, 
even as others duly surrendered 
theirs, I kept mine. I had to, as a 
little remembrance of a special place 
where motorcycles are born, for 
commuter and enthusiast alike. And 
also as a tiny bit of revenge for not 
letting me ride more. 

And the new Passion Pro gets some lovely splashes of colour. This one will sell itself

New-generation Glamour is all-new and still as compelling as ever. A winner? Looks like it

121MARCH 2020  |  MOTORING WORLD



EXPERIENCE
B A J A  S A E

Putting future Indian automotive engineers to the test

By Aditya Upadhyaula Photographs BAJA SAE India

BAJA BLASTBAJA BLAST
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The NATRAX automotive testing 
facility in Pithampur has a fantastic 
13.6-km oval track where cars can 
hit speeds in excess of 250 kph, and 

dirt where the 13th annual BAJA 
SAE India competition took place. 
Okay, calling it a patch of dirt is 
perhaps going too far — a well-
designed track was carved out to 
put contenders through their paces. 
It has a little of everything, from fast 
bumpy sections to tight technical 

ones. There are steep inclines and 
sections where the vehicles can 
catch some air, too. There are also 

to test the water-wading ability of 
the vehicles. It is this track that 
separates the good automotive 
engineers from the great ones.

The vehicles in question are 
single-seat off-road vehicles that are 
designed and built from scratch by 
engineering students from all over 
India. Teams are given a free rein in 

terms of the design of the vehicle, 
with the design brief stating that the 
vehicle be safe, fun to drive, easily 
maintained and easily transported. 
It goes without saying that no 
professional fabrication is allowed 
— it’s a student competition, after 
all. And to ensure safety, speeds 
are limited to 60 kph. For six years 
running, there has also been an 
electric vehicle category known as 
eBAJA. If you think we’re on the 
cusp of an electric car revolution 
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now, just wait until all these eBAJA 
participants enter the workforce!

Before the teams can proceed 

the track, though, their vehicles 
are evaluated in a series of static 
and dynamic tests like design, 
technology innovation, acceleration, 
manoeuvrability, suspension 
articulation and rock-crawling 
abilities. This year, a total of 282 
teams applied to compete, but only 
173 managed to make the cut. There 
were 120 internal-combustion-
powered vehicles in the mBAJA 
category and 53 electric vehicles in 
the eBAJA category. Of those, only 
86 teams managed to keep their 

endurance test.

After teams pass the static and 
dynamic evaluations, they are 
subjected to an endurance test that 
is two hours long for eBAJA and 
four hours long for mBAJA. The 
endurance test takes place on the 
aforementioned track and tests a 
vehicle’s ability to run continuously 
over rough terrain at speed while 
tackling all the obstacles the course 
throws at them. There is a small pit 
area for refuelling and minor track-
side repairs, of course, and there are 
recovery vehicles placed around the 
track to help tow the vehicles back 
to the pits if needed.

The racing here was as exciting 
as any event, with closely-fought 

Because it was a narrow track, 

Racing 
here was as 
exciting as 
any event, 
with closely-
fought battles 
throughout 
the field
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After the dust settled, Team 
Predators from D.Y. Patil College 

in the mBAJA category after four 

runners-up Team Aryans from the 
Government College of Engineering, 
Aurangabad. In the eBAJA category, 
an all-women’s team, Team E-Ziba 

Racers from Shri Vishnu Engineering 
College for Women from Andhra 
Pradesh, took top honours, while 
Team Actostreak from the Acropolis 
Institute of Technology & Research, 
Indore, bagged second place.

It takes an incredible amount of 
effort from the organisers, sponsors 
and volunteers to make an event like 
this happen, not to mention over 
5000 students and faculty members, 
and a whole lot of blood, sweat 
and tears. Students learn more 
about project management, sales, 
marketing and people management 
here than they do in four years 
of classroom sessions. In fact, 
participants that pass the BAJA 
aptitude test get an opportunity to 
interview with renowned companies 
in the automotive sector and those 
that are selected walk away from this 
fun competition with a job offer in 
hand. There may only be a handful 
of teams that win trophies, but the 

from a competition like this. 

contenders were looking for every 
opportunity to pass the vehicle 
in front, leading to many exciting 
moments where a vehicle ended up 
facing the wrong direction or toppled 
onto its roof, even. Thankfully, the 
safety evaluation did its job well and 
there were no injuries, save for some 
bruised egos.

Teams must pass various dynamic tests before they’re allowed on the endurance trackThe buggy wants to take off despite the duct-taped ballast

Uneven surface led to some exciting moments After a gruelling four-day competition, the contenders can finally breathe easy

Yellow flags afford some breathing room for the competitors
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It was six o’clock in the morning, I was geared up and 
happy after a wholesome breakfast. The weather in Pune 
felt apt for what lay ahead. I’d barely slept for three and 
a half hours thanks to a friend who had forgotten that I 
had an early start. But given that it was going to be an 
entire day of riding motorcycles, I didn’t think lack of 
sleep would take away my excitement. The plan was to 
ride down to Goa on a bunch of Harleys for the eighth 
edition of the annual gathering of the HOG rally. With 

journey was the Heritage Classic. As we all got on our 
bikes, I thumbed the starter, bringing the beefy V-twin 
to life with a rumble. As I strapped on my helmet, zipped 
up my jacket and wore my gloves, the revs settled, 
indicating that all systems were good to go. I slotted the 

Since we started a little later than planned, the 

decided to entangle us in its web. Having a Pune resident 
in the group meant taking shortcuts through the city 

roads widened, we opened our throttles in higher gears, 
Vijay Thomas, lead of marketing for Harley-Davidson 
India, also the leader of our pack. The collective rumble 
of the exhausts felt brilliant as we cruised our way to the 

hot black coffee and enjoying the sight of other Harleys 
rolling into the pit stop.

Soon, we were back on the highway, but this time 
accompanied by other Harley riders whom we’d met at 

Softailing it down to Goa for 

the eighth Annual HOG Rally

By Janak Sorap  Photographs Harley-Davidson

HOG HOG   
TOWNTOWN
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You meet the nicest people on a, err, Harley?

Having a beard isn’t a necessity, but it helps if you have one

1745cc V-Twin was made for the highway

This is exactly what withdrawal feels like

Though I got last pick, there were no losers here
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The Street Bob was a hoot to ride on the streets of Goa

The panel of judges evaluating motorcycles for the Custom Bike of the Year award

the time to switch motorcycles. I swapped the Heritage 
Classic for the chrome-dipped metallic-blue Road King. 
And boy, I was in for a treat! It literally rode on a wave 
of abundant torque combined with the butter-smooth 
Milwaukee motor. It was as if I was in V-twin heaven, 
and never had I enjoyed riding a Harley so much. The 

on the chromed parts was something that I cannot 
describe. I was enjoying the ride so much that I ended 
up skipping the next checkpoint for lunch. But in all 
honesty, it didn’t matter. At this point, all I wanted was 
to ride with this motorcycle and the road ahead.

On arriving at the turn-off point at Nipani, I was 
accompanied by Saurabh who was now riding the 
Heritage Classic, and a trio of CVOs. Since we all had 
the same pace, we rode through the twists and turns of 
Amboli Ghat, having a ball of a time. Once at the bottom, 
after a short break, we were back on the road with the 
next stop directly in Goa.

After much-needed sleep through the night, the next 
two days turned out to be a blast. Day one had Arunas 
‘Aras’ Gibieza performing stunts on a custom Roadster 
which was followed by the HOG parade to the venue. 
Day two of the event had a surprise in store where I, 
along with others, was asked to judge bikes for the 
Custom Bike of the Year award. Sweet! With chilled beer 
on tap and good music setting the groove, the HOG Rally 
is more than just a bikers’ gathering. It is where Harley 
owners cherish the brotherhood and as a community 
express their love for motorcycles while sharing their 
experiences from behind their respective handlebars. 
And since roads never end, neither do the stories! 

for a faster pace, roaring away, while some caught up 
with us and converged with the convoy. After riding as 
a pack for a good amount of time, we were well beyond 
the outskirts of the city which told me it was now time 
to set my own pace and let the engine breathe freely. I 
signalled the others and opened the throttle. And found 
that freedom these guys keep talking about all the time.

Heritage Classic’s wide seat, leaned back, feet resting 
on the footboards, and arms comfortably holding the 
ape-hanger ’bar. The only hindrance on the motorcycle 

to shake, which only increased as speeds climbed. I 
couldn’t blame anyone but myself as I could have picked 
a different bike and been quicker to get down the road. 
However, I managed to cut the buffeting by ducking 
behind the screen. Well, I had to because, on some 
straight stretches, where I had the throttle whacked 
open, I saw the speedometer needle nearing the oh-my-
god-kph mark. Yeah, I know that probably isn’t how 
Harleys are meant to be ridden, but then again….

Now, all these speed runs had left me way ahead of 

along the highway, take a break, and hydrate myself. In 
this stop, I had many HOGs pass by, with many of them 
nodding at me in a brotherly fashion. It was weird, but 
kinda nice. You don’t know those guys, but start to feel 
as if you do.

While I waited, perched on this thought, the rest of 
the gang had caught up, and it also turned out to be 

It was as if I was in V-twin 
heaven, and never had I enjoyed 
riding a Harley so much
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LONG STORY
THE INTERCEPTOR GETS THE PROPER 
RIDE THAT IT’S BEEN ASKING FOR.

Finally – a long(ish) ride on the Inter-
ceptor. I decided that unless I took 
matters by the scruff of the neck and 
actually went out and rode it, I would 
be reduced to just writing about  
wanting to ride it, month after month. 
Early one Saturday morning (those who 
know me will vouch for how anti-early 

bike and headed out from the Mumbai 
suburb of Bandra, where I live, to... 

around Bandra for a while, because it’s 
a lovely area, next to the sea. How dif-
ferent the Interceptor felt when allowed 
to just go, instead of having to crawl 

sums it up, with none of the aches in 
my wrists and heat on my inner thighs.

LOGGING IT OUT
 ROYAL ENFIELD INTERCEPTOR
>  Lightens you by ` 2.92  lakh 

  (on-road, Mumbai)

>  Lived with Pablo

>  Odometer reads  6210 km 

>  Drinking habits 24 kpl

@royalenfield   #MotoringInterceptor

I then decided to hit the highway 
and ride in the direction of Lonavala 
(which is basically the place automotive 
journalists in this part of the world visit 

but with the roads being in reasonably 
terrible shape – I opened the throttle 
up as much as was safe for the condi-
tions, and the bike purred with delight. 
The suspension still felt like it needed 
a proper tune-up, but the engine was 

Sahara family’s erstwhile township 
in the hills, Aamby Valley (I’ve never 

which meant I was able to put the bike 
through its paces on long stretches 
of the highway, sweeping corners and 

LIVING LIFE ON TWO WHEELS, MONTH AFTER MONTH. AFTER MONTH

tight, lean-right-over bends, and it 
positively danced for joy the whole while 
(sometimes a little too literally, given 
the suspension). A proper service is 
required, I believe, and then the Inter-
ceptor should be back to being a great 
highway motorcycle – and a useable one 
in city conditions.
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LOGGING IT OUT HERO MOTOCORP XPULSE 200
>  Lightens you by ` 1.28 LAKH   (on-road,  Mumbai) 

>  Lived with Kaizad   >  Odometer reads  2561 km 

>  Drinking habits 38 kpl

 @heromotocorp   #MotoringXPulse

THE XPULSE IS EXCITING TO RIDE, 
BOTH ON THE ROAD AND OFF IT

PULSE PRESSURE

LOGGING IT OUT
 ROYAL ENFIELD 
 CONTINENTAL GT 650
>  Lightens you by ` 3.38  LAKH 
  (on-road,  Mumbai) 

>  Lived with Janak

>  Odometer reads  5072 km 

>  Drinking habits 25 kpl

 @royalenfield   #MotoringGT650

THE CONTINENTAL GT 650 KEY 
CHANGES HANDS

‘Do you want to take the Conti GT 650?’ 
Not something that I was expecting 
Kartik to say any time soon. I’m sure he 
must have fought a tremendous inner 
battle to let go of the GT and that much 
was evident as handed over its key. But 

why? Well, his Veloce, a brand-new KTM 
390 Adventure, has arrived and I’m 

TWIN BLISSTWIN BLISS

sure he’s going to be excited for a good 
long time, like a teenager who gets a 
new motorcycle.

As a most agreeable outcome, I 
now have a Continental GT 650 in 
this beautiful black-and-grey colour 
scheme with a yellow highlight that 
looks stunning from every angle. And 
adding to the café racer charm are the 

With Varad traveling most of this month, I offered to take 
care of the XPulse for him while he was away. Don’t be 
fooled by my altruism though, I had other plans for this 
mad machine. You see, I’ve ridden the Hero Impulse exten-
sively, and while it was great off-road, getting to faraway 
trails was a little tedious. After riding the XPulse around, I 
realize it isn’t much better in that regard, but it reminded 
me of why I loved the Impulse so much. In the city, I rarely 
slow down for bad roads or speed-breakers anymore.

Off the road, I felt that the ABS was cutting in too 
abruptly, so naturally, I pulled the fuse on the system. Now 
the XPulse is more than happy to slip and slide around in 
the dirt. Now that the Xpulse rally kit is out, I can’t wait to 
put it on this. I hope we get it soon!

GreaseHouse growler end cans about 
which I can talk all day long. But before 
I go gaga over the pops and bangs this 
exhaust makes, the GT has crossed the 
5000-km mark and now needs a proper 

reading this, the bike will probably 
already be at the service centre. 

Other than that, the aluminium tip 
on the left exhaust has come loose, 
causing a high-pitched metallic rattle 
every time I open or close the throttle. 

-

a weekend. Since the bike needs some 
care and maintenance, I haven’t ridden 
it much since I got it. The plan  
is to clock a healthy number of  
kilometres once she’s back from service. 
Till then, cheerio!
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COCOONED AND SHELTERED, THIS IS THE FOUR-WHEELED DEAL

DUST TO GLORY
HOW THE VENUE BECAME THE DIRTIEST 
HYUNDAI IN THE CITY

If I am to tell you this story, you must 
never ask me why it dragged on for so 
long. Okay? Good. When I asked a new 
building watchman if he’d wash the 
Venue, as his predecessors had done for 
years at a cost, his answer was simply, 

he not going to wash it that day? Did he 
mean he’d wash it later? As it turns out, 

and I have to admit I didn’t quite know 
how to react. 

Not usually subject to such an 
outright rejection, I was left stumped 
for weeks, prompting a lot of intro-
spection and general pondering about 

the nature of Existence. I also realised 
that washing a car on my own was not 
a task I wanted to undertake. And so, 
layer upon layer of dust settled on the 

vehicle ready to merge into a desert. 

anyway? If anything, I found that people 
didn’t lean on it and gave it a wide berth 

me. So what if they gave me judgemen-
tal looks, I didn’t care. But then it got 
to a point where it was all people could 
talk about. In fact, one gentleman asked 
me if it was the sunroof-ed version, and 

then pointed out that he had to ask be-
cause he couldn’t see the roof. Not long 
after, I found a chap who’ll wash the car 
every morning. 

LOGGING IT OUT
 HYUNDAI VENUE
>  Lightens you by  ` 12.48  LAKH 
  (on-road,  Mumbai) 

>  Lived with Kartik

>  Odometer reads 12,689 km

>  Drinking habits 14 kpl

 @HyundaiIndia

   #MotoringVenue 



133MARCH 2020 |  MOTORING WORLD

Presents



134 MOTORING WORLD |  MARCH 2020

FOR: Diesel Engine with CVT
AGAINST: Potent competition

FOR: Impressive styling features
AGAINST: Diesel version lacks power

FOR: 
AGAINST: 

FOR: 
AGAINST: Diesel engine lacks excitement

HONDA

Price Engine Cyl. Power Torque 

Price Engine Cyl. Power Torque 

Price Engine Cyl. Power Torque 

Price Engine Cyl. Power Torque 

AMAZE

WR-V

BR-V

JAZZ

FOR: 
AGAINST: 

FOR: 
AGAINST: 

FOR: 
AGAINST: 

FOR: Best-in-class mileage
AGAINST: 

FOR: 
AGAINST: 

FOR: 
AGAINST: 

HYUNDAI

Price Engine Cyl. Power Torque 

Price Engine Cyl. Power Torque 

Price Engine Cyl. Power Torque 

Price Engine Cyl. Power Torque 

Price Engine Cyl. Power Torque 

Price Engine Cyl. Power Torque 

SANTRO

XCENT PRIME

GRAND i10 NIOS

CITY

CIVIC

GRAND i10 PRIME

FOR: 
AGAINST: 
Price Engine Cyl. Power Torque 

ELITE i20

FOR: 
AGAINST: 

FOR: 
AGAINST: 

FOR: 
AGAINST: 

FOR: 
AGAINST: 

FORD

Price Engine Cyl. Power Torque 

Price Engine Cyl. Power Torque 

Price Engine Cyl. Power Torque 

Price Engine Cyl. Power Torque 

FIGO

ECOSPORT

FRESSTYLE

FIGO ASPIRE

WHICH CAR
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KIA

FOR: 
AGAINST: 

Price Engine Cyl. Power Torque 

AURA

FOR: 
AGAINST: 

FOR: 
AGAINST: 

FOR: 
AGAINST: 

FOR: 
AGAINST: 

FOR: 
AGAINST: 

FOR: 
AGAINST: Expensive

Price Engine Cyl. Power Torque 

Price Engine Cyl. Power Torque 

Price Engine Cyl. Power Torque 

Price Engine Cyl. Power Torque 

Price Engine Cyl. Power Torque 

Price Engine Cyl. Power Torque 

VENUE

VERNA

i20 ACTIVE

Elantra

CRETA

TUCSON

FOR: 
AGAINST: 

Price Engine Cyl. Power Torque 

SELTOS

FOR: 
AGAINST: 

MAHINDRA

Price Engine Cyl. Power Torque 

KUV100

FOR: 
AGAINST: 

FOR: 
AGAINST: 

FOR: 
AGAINST: 

FOR: 
AGAINST: 

Price Engine Cyl. Power Torque 

Price Engine Cyl. Power Torque 

Price Engine Cyl. Power Torque 

Price Engine Cyl. Power Torque 

BOLERO

XUV300

+BOLERO POWER

FOR: 
AGAINST: 

FOR: 
AGAINST: 

FOR: 
AGAINST: 

Price Engine Cyl. Power Torque 

Price Engine Cyl. Power Torque 

Price Engine Cyl. Power Torque 

TUV300

THAR

TUV 300+

MARAZZO
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 MARUTI SUZUKI

FOR: 
AGAINST: Expensive

Price Engine Cyl. Power Torque 

SCORPIO

FOR: 
AGAINST: 

FOR: 
AGAINST: 

FOR: 
AGAINST: 

FOR: 
AGAINST: 

FOR: 
AGAINST: 

FOR: 
AGAINST: 

Price Engine Cyl. Power Torque 

Price Engine Cyl. Power Torque 

Price Engine Cyl. Power Torque 

Price Engine Cyl. Power Torque 

Price Engine Cyl. Power Torque 

Price Engine Cyl. Power Torque 

ALTO

ALTO CNG

ALTO K10

CELERIO

EECO

S-PRESSO

FOR: 
AGAINST: 

Price Engine Cyl. Power Torque 

XUV 500

FOR: 

AGAINST: 
lower trim levels

Price Engine Cyl. Power Torque 

WAGON R

FOR: 

AGAINST: 

Price Engine Cyl. Power Torque 

IGNIS

FOR: 
AGAINST: Lacks comfort for the segment

FOR: 
AGAINST: 

FOR: 
AGAINST: 

FOR: 
AGAINST: 

FOR: 
AGAINST: 

FOR: 
AGAINST: No Diesel Automatic

Price Engine Cyl. Power Torque 

Price Engine Cyl. Power Torque 

Price Engine Cyl. Power Torque 

Price Engine Cyl. Power Torque 

Price Engine Cyl. Power Torque 

Price Engine Cyl. Power Torque 

SWIFT

BALENO

DZIRE

ERTIGA

BREZZA

CIAZ
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SKODA

FOR: 
AGAINST: 

Price Engine Cyl. Power Torque 

S-CROSS

FOR: 
AGAINST: 

Price Engine Cyl. Power Torque 

XL6

FOR: 
AGAINST: 

FOR: 
AGAINST: No automatic transmission on offer

FOR: 
AGAINST: No Automatic

FOR: 
AGAINST: 

NISSAN

Price Engine Cyl. Power Torque 

Price Engine Cyl. Power Torque 

Price Engine Cyl. Power  Torque 

Price Engine Cyl. Power  Torque 

MICRA

TERRANO

KICKS

SUNNY

FOR: 
AGAINST: Quality unsure yet

MG

Price Engine Cyl. Power Torque 

HECTOR

FOR: 
AGAINST: 

RENAULT

Price Engine Cyl. Power Torque 

KWID

FOR: 
AGAINST: 

FOR: 
AGAINST: 

Price Engine Cyl. Power  Torque 

Price Engine Cyl. Power Torque 

DUSTER

TRIBER

FOR: 
AGAINST: 

FOR: 
AGAINST: after-sales service

FOR: 
AGAINST: 

FOR: 
AGAINST: 

Price Engine Cyl. Power Torque 

Price Engine Cyl. Power Torque 

Price Engine Cyl. Power Torque 

Price Engine Cyl. Power Torque 

LODGY

RAPID

CAPTUR

OCTAVIA

FOR: 
AGAINST: NVH

TATA

Price Engine Cyl. Power Torque 

TIAGO
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VW

FOR: 
AGAINST: Engine

FOR: 
AGAINST: NVH

Price Engine Cyl. Power Torque 

Price Engine Cyl. Power Torque 

ALTROZ

TIGOR

FOR: 
AGAINST: Low fuel economy in petrol version

FOR: 
AGAINST: 

FOR: 
AGAINST: No AWD

FOR: 
AGAINST: 

Price Engine Cyl. Power Torque 

Price Engine Cyl. Power Torque 

Price Engine Cyl. Power Torque 

Price Engine Cyl. Power Torque 

NEXON

SAFARI STORME

HARRIER

HEXA

FOR: 
AGAINST: 

FOR: 
AGAINST: Price

FOR: 
AGAINST: 

Price Engine Cyl. Power Torque 

Price Engine Cyl. Power Torque 

Price Engine Cyl. Power Torque 

ETIOS CROSS

GLANZA

YARIS

FOR: 
AGAINST: 

FOR: 
AGAINST: 

FOR: 
AGAINST: 

FOR: 
AGAINST: 

TOYOTA

Price Engine Cyl. Power Torque 

Price Engine Cyl. Power Torque 

Price Engine Cyl. Power Torque 

Price Engine Cyl. Power Torque 

ETIOS LIVA

ETIOS

INNOVA CRYSTA

COROLLA ALTIS

FOR: 
AGAINST: 

FOR: 
AGAINST: 

FOR: 
AGAINST: High cost of ownership

Price Engine Cyl. Power Torque 

Price Engine Cyl. Power Torque 

Price Engine Cyl. Power Torque 

POLO

AMEO

VENTO
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FOR: Excellent Handling AGAINST: Stiff Ride

FOR:  Features a potent motor 
AGAINST: Outdated Instrument Cluster  

FOR:  Affordable,  AGAINST: Too basic

FOR:  Comfortable ride, cheap maintenance
AGAINST: Engine has vibrations in lower revs

FOR:  Good engine pull & fuel Effeciency
AGAINST: Basic instrument cluster

FOR:  Motor has good low and mid-range 
AGAINST: Lack of modern features

FOR: Engine performance is good 
AGAINST: Old instrument cluster design

FOR: Premium features, highway performance
AGAINST: Vibrations at high revs

FOR: Engine churns out class leading power 
AGAINST: There are vibrations in the mid-range

FOR: Good performance AGAINST: Basic Intrument cluster

FOR: Tractable engine AGAINST: Old-looking instrument cluster

FOR: Street bike with an aggresive stance
AGAINST: 

FOR: Street bike with an aggresive stance
AGAINST: 

FOR: Comfortable riding position AGAINST: Bumpy ride

FOR: One of the most affordable cruisers
AGAINST: Vibrations 

FOR:  Comfortable suspension setup
AGAINST: Low Quality Components  

BAJAJ

APRILIA

Price (ex-showroom) Engine CYL. Power Torque Trans
85,479    154.8 1 10.3 1.2 CVT

Price (ex-showroom) Engine CYL. Power Torque Trans
68,363    124 1 9.4 0.8 CVT

Price (ex-showroom) Engine CYL. Power Torque Trans
33,786    99.3 1 8.1 0.8 5

Price (ex-showroom) Engine CYL. Power Torque Trans
54,195    115.5 1 8.6 1 5

Price (ex-showroom) Engine CYL. Power Torque Trans
59,136    124.5 1 11 1.1 5

Price (ex-showroom) Engine CYL. Power Torque Trans
68,586    124.5 1 11.8 1.1 5

Price (ex-showroom) Engine CYL. Power Torque Trans
75,584    149 1 13.8 1.4 6

Price (ex-showroom) Engine CYL. Power Torque Trans
1,90,305   373.3 1 39 3.6 6

Price (ex-showroom) Engine CYL. Power Torque Trans
95,878    178 1 17 1.4 6

Price (ex-showroom) Engine CYL. Power Torque Trans
1,07,302   221 1 21 1.9 6

Price (ex-showroom) Engine CYL. Power Torque Trans
94,106    160.3 1 15.3 1.5 6

Price (ex-showroom) Engine CYL. Power Torque Trans
1,13,331   199.5 1 23.2 1.9 6

Price (ex-showroom) Engine CYL. Power Torque Trans
1,40,717   199.5 1 23.2 1.9 6

Price (ex-showroom) Engine CYL. Power Torque Trans
82,035    160 1 14.8 1.4 6

Price (ex-showroom) Engine CYL. Power Torque Trans
1,03,872   220 1 19 1.8 6

Price (ex-showroom) Engine CYL. Power Torque Trans
41,280    99.3 1 8.1 0.8 5

SR 150

SR 125

CT 100

DISCOVER 110

DISCOVER 125

PULSAR 125

PULSAR 150

DOMINAR 400

PULSAR 180 F

PULSAR 220F

PULSAR 160 NS

PULSAR 200 NS

PULSAR 200 RS

AVENGER 160

AVENGER 220

PLATINA

WHICH BIKE
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FOR: Stunning Design
AGAINST: Durability still to be proven

FOR: AGAINST: Lacks modern features

FOR: AGAINST: Awful Pricing

FOR: Easy to ride in the cit AGAINST: Limited service reach

FOR:Retro-styled, premium appeal  
AGAINST: Low Fuel effeciency

FOR: AGAINST: Lacks Modern features

FOR: AGAINST: Acceleration not exciting

FOR: Exhaust Sound, Comfortable
AGAINST: Lower performance agianst others

FOR: AGAINST: Old styling

FOR: Ride quality is surprisingly good 
AGAINST: Needs better brakes

FOR: AGAINST: Old suspension

FOR: Smooth engine AGAINST: Needs better brakes

FOR: Long and wide seat  AGAINST: Quaity not good

FOR: Smooth engine AGAINST: Basic

BENELLI

HONDA

BMW

CF MOTO

Price (ex-showroom) Engine CYL. Power Torque Trans
1,69,000   374 1 20.7 3 6

Price (ex-showroom) Engine CYL. Power Torque Trans
57,093    110 1 8 0.9 CVT

Price (ex-showroom) Engine CYL. Power Torque Trans
2,99,000   313 1 33 2.9 6

Price (ex-showroom) Engine CYL. Power Torque Trans
2,29,000   292.4 1 34 2.1 6

Price (ex-showroom) Engine CYL. Power Torque Trans
2,50,000   249 1 25.1 2.1 6

Price (ex-showroom) Engine CYL. Power Torque Trans
55,400    110 1 8 0.9 CVT

Price (ex-showroom) Engine CYL. Power Torque Trans
62,805    124.9 1 8.5 1.1 CVT

Price (ex-showroom) Engine CYL. Power Torque Trans
2,99,000   300 2 37.3 2.7 6

Price (ex-showroom) Engine CYL. Power Torque Trans
58,719    110 1 8.5 1.1 CVT

Price (ex-showroom) Engine CYL. Power Torque Trans
3,10,000   300 2 37.3 2.7 6

Price (ex-showroom) Engine CYL. Power Torque Trans
54,436    110 1 8 0.9 CVT

Price (ex-showroom) Engine CYL. Power Torque Trans
69,923    124.9 1 8.5 1.1 CVT

Price (ex-showroom) Engine CYL. Power Torque Trans
46,952    110 1 8 0.9 1

Price (ex-showroom) Engine CYL. Power Torque Trans
52,047    110 1 8.3 0.9 5

IMPERIALE 400

ACTIVA 5G

 G 310 R/GS

300NK

LEONCINO 250

DIO

GRAZIA

TNT 300

AVIATOR

 302R

ACTIVA I

ACTIVA 125

CLIQ

 CD 110

FOR: Smooth engine AGAINST: Basic
Price (ex-showroom) Engine CYL. Power Torque Trans
57,652    110 1 8.3 0.9 5

DREAM YUGA

FOR:Smooth engine  AGAINST: Basic

FOR: Super smooth gearbox  AGAINST: Mild vibrations

For: Smooth engine AGAINST: Basic

Price (ex-showroom) Engine CYL. Power Torque Trans
60,264    110 1 8.3 0.9 5

Price (ex-showroom) Engine CYL. Power Torque Trans
66,651    125 1 10.6 1.1 5

Price (ex-showroom) Engine CYL. Power Torque Trans
53,415    110 1 8.3 0.9 5

LIVO

CB SHINE

DREAM NEO
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FOR: AGAINST: Boring

FOR: Smooth engine AGAINST: Acceleration not exciting

FOR: Zippy Engine  AGAINST: Outdated Intrument console

Variants: 250/800/1000
FOR: Attractive design
AGAINST: Vibrations at high revs

FOR: Good Torquey engine AGAINST: No rear disc brake

FOR: AGAINST: Expensive

FOR:  Capable dual sport  AGAINST: Vibrations at high revs   

FOR: Attractive design AGAINST: Overpriced

FOR: Good smooth engine AGAINST: No rear disc brake

FOR: Light Weight, Excellent brakes 
AGAINST: Small size for bigger riders

FOR: Best in class seating comfort AGAINST: Vibrations

FOR: Smooth engine AGAINST: Acceleration not exciting

FOR: Great ride quality AGAINST: Expensive

FOR: Gets Start-Stop System AGAINST: Boring

FOR: AGAINST: Vibrations at high revs

FOR: AGAINST: Boring 

FOR: AGAINST: Basic design

FOR: Excellent Fuel effeciency 
AGAINST: Need better brakes

Price (ex-showroom) Engine CYL. Power Torque Trans
39,485    97 1 8.2 0.8 5

Price (ex-showroom) Engine CYL. Power Torque Trans
50,820    110 1 8.3 0.8 CVT

Price (ex-showroom) Engine CYL. Power Torque Trans
49,600    102 1 6.9 0.8 CVT

Price (ex-showroom) Engine CYL. Power Torque Trans
1,00,900   200 1 18.1 1.7 6

Price (ex-showroom) Engine CYL. Power Torque Trans
83,939    149.2 1 12.7 1.3 6

Price (ex-showroom) Engine CYL. Power Torque Trans
1,67,070   249.6 1 25.7 2.3 6

Price (ex-showroom) Engine CYL. Power Torque Trans
98,000    200 1 18.1 1.7 6

Price (ex-showroom) Engine CYL. Power Torque Trans
92,661    162 1 13.9 1.4 6

Price (ex-showroom) Engine CYL. Power Torque Trans
90,334    162 1 13.9 1.4 6

Price (ex-showroom) Engine CYL. Power Torque Trans
3,10,000   286 1 30 2.8 6

Price (ex-showroom) Engine CYL. Power Torque Trans
78,350    149 1 15.6 1.4 5

Price (ex-showroom) Engine CYL. Power Torque Trans
53,130    110 1 8.3 0.8 CVT

Price (ex-showroom) Engine CYL. Power Torque Trans
62,850    125 1 11.5 1.1 5

Price (ex-showroom) Engine CYL. Power Torque Trans
53,475    97 1 8.2 0.8 5

Price (ex-showroom) Engine CYL. Power Torque Tran
56,800    110 1 9.3 0.9 5

Price (ex-showroom) Engine CYL. Power Torque Trans
49,210    97 1 8.2 0.8 5

Price (ex-showroom) Engine CYL. Power Torque Trans
59,350    125 1 11.5 1.1 5

Price (ex-showroom) Engine CYL. Power Torque Trans
65,100    113.1 1 8.9 1 5

HF DELUX

DUET

PLEASURE

 XTREME 200 R/S

CB UNICORN 150

CBR 250 R

XPULSE 200

HORNET

X-BLADE

CB 300 R

XTREME SPORTS

MAESTRO EDGE

GLAMOUR I3S

PASSION PRO I3S

PASSION PRO 110

SPLENDOR PLUS

SUPER SPLENDOR

SPLENDOR ISMART 110

HERO
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FOR: Brilliant handling  AGAINST: Expensive
Price (ex-showroom) Engine CYL. Power Torque Trans
4,99,000   399 2 47.5 3.9 6

NINJA 400

FOR: Gorgeous Style AGAINST: Needs beeter suspension FOR: Iconin Brand Image
 AGAINST: Qulaity needs improvement

FOR:Super smooth engine 
AGAINST: Not for tall riders (Burgman)

FOR: Handling  AGAINST: Stiff ride

FOR: Handling and features AGAINST: Stiff ride

FOR: Powerful Parallel twin AGAINST: Expensive

FOR: Most afordable BooberAGAINST: Low ground clearance
FOR: Affordable ADV AGAINST:Qulaity needs improvement

FOR: Handling and Looks AGAINST: Stiff ride

FOR: Handling, Features, AGAINST: Expensive to maintain

FOR: One of the sweetest handling scoots out there
AGAINST: Expensive

JAWA ROYAL ENFIELD

SUZUKI

KTM

KAWASAKI

Price (ex-showroom) Engine CYL. Power Torque Trans
1,65,300   293 1 27 2.9 6 Price (ex-showroom) Engine CYL. Power Torque Trans

1,64,004   346 1 19.8 2.9 6

Price (ex-showroom) Engine CYL. Power Torque Trans
71,982    125 1 8.6 1 CVT

Price (ex-showroom) Engine CYL. Power Torque Trans
1,65,300   293 1 27 2.9 6

Price (ex-showroom) Engine CYL. Power Torque Trans
1,96,672   248.8 1 29.6 2.4 6

Price (ex-showroom) Engine CYL. Power Torque Trans
2131    296 2 39 2.8 6

Price (ex-showroom) Engine CYL. Power Torque Trans
1,94,900   334 1 30 3.2 6 Price (ex-showroom) Engine CYL. Power Torque Trans

1,80,951   411 1 24.5 3.3 6

Price (ex-showroom) Engine CYL. Power Torque Trans
1,89,990   199.5 1 25.1 1.9 6

Price (ex-showroom) Engine CYL. Power Torque Trans
2,43,490   373 1 42.9 3.8 6

Price (ex-showroom) Engine CYL. Power Torque Trans
2131    296 2 38.7 2.6 6

STANDARD/42 CLASSIC 350

ACCESS/BURGMAN 125

 125 DUKE/RC

250 DUKE

 NINJA 300

PERAK
HIMALAYAN

DUKE/RC 200

390 DUKE/RC 

VERSYS X-300

FOR:Great Performance, Handling AGAINST:
Price (ex-showroom) Engine CYL. Power Torque Trans
1,09,870   154.9 1 13.9 1.4 6

GIXXER 150/SF150

FOR: Great Performance, looks AGAINST: 

FOR: Great Performance  AGAINST:

Price (ex-showroom) Engine CYL. Power Torque Trans
1,70,655   249 1 26.1 2.3 6

Price (ex-showroom) Engine CYL. Power Torque Trans
1,03,439   154.9 1 13.9 1.4 6

GIXXER 250/SF250

INTRUDER 150

FOR:  Great Performance  AGAINST: Low mileage

FOR: Great comfort  AGAINST: Console outdated

TVS

Price (ex-showroom) Engine CYL. Power Torque Trans
62,767    125 1 9.1 1.1 CVT

Price (ex-showroom) Engine CYL. Power Torque Trans
55,572    109 1 7.8 0.8 CVT

NTORQ 125

JUPITER
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FOR: Performance, handling in corners AGAINST: Bad Styling

FOR: Comfortable seats  AGAINST: Needs better brakes

FOR: Great looks, brilliant handling AGAINST: Needs better front brake

FOR: AGAINST: Basic

FOR: Great looks, brilliant handling AGAINST: Needs better brakes

FOR: AGAINST: Just Too Expensive

FOR:Refined Engine AGAINST: Expensive

FOR:Brillaint handling, premium quality AGAINST: Expensive 

FOR: Great looks, brilliant handling AGAINST: Expensive, Delivery Periods

FOR: Great ride, style and brakes for segment AGAINST: Bit expensive

Price (ex-showroom) Engine CYL. Power Torque Trans
94,012    177 1 17.3 1.6 6

Price (ex-showroom) Engine CYL. Power Torque Trans
55,983    113 1 7 0.8 CVT

Price (ex-showroom) Engine CYL. Power Torque Trans
99,950    159.7 1 15.8 1.4 6

Price (ex-showroom) Engine CYL. Power Torque Trans
53,380    110 1 7 0.9 5

Price (ex-showroom) Engine CYL. Power Torque Trans
1,14,345   197.8 1 20.7 1.9 6

Price (ex-showroom) Engine CYL. Power Torque Trans
99,200    149 1 12.2 1.4 6

Price (ex-showroom) Engine CYL. Power Torque Trans
1,43,680   249 1 20.3 2 6

Price (ex-showroom) Engine CYL. Power Torque Trans
1,45,900   155 1 18.3 1.4 6

Price (ex-showroom) Engine CYL. Power Torque Trans
2,24,000   312.2 1 33 2.8 6

Price (ex-showroom) Engine CYL. Power Torque Trans
56,585    110 1 8.2 0.9 5

APACHE RTR 180

RAZ Z/RAY ZR/ ALFA

APACHE RTR 160 4V

SALUTO RX

APACHE RTR 200 4V

FZ V3

FZ 25/FAZER 25

R15/MT15 

APACHE RR 310

VICTOR

FOR: Iconic Design, Ride Quality AGAINST: Expensive

FOR: Retro looks  AGAINST: Needs better brakes, Expensive

FOR: Iconic Design, Ride Quality, Performance AGAINST: Expensive

 FOR: Great ride quality AGAINST: Outdated console

FOR: Sleek design AGAINST: Needs better brakes

FOR: Peppy Engine  AGAINST: Needs better suspension

FOR: Great fuel effeciency  AGAINST: Basic 

FOR: Great ride and looks for segment 
AGAINST: Needs better brakes

VESPA

YAMAHA

Price (ex-showroom) Engine CYL. Power Torque Trans
97,184    125 1 9.9 1.1 CVT

Price (ex-showroom) Engine CYL. Power Torque Trans
57,512  Fascino  113 1 7 0.8 CVT
66,430  Fascino125  125 1 8 1 CVT

Price (ex-showroom) Engine CYL. Power Torque Trans
1,14,338   150 1 11.4 1.2 CVT

Price (ex-showroom) Engine CYL. Power Torque Trans
554,760   109 1 8 0.8 CVT

Price (ex-showroom) Engine CYL. Power Torque Trans
53,315    109 1 8 0.8 CVT

Price (ex-showroom) Engine CYL. Power Torque Trans
42,624    88 1 5 0.6 CVT

Price (ex-showroom) Engine CYL. Power Torque Trans
41,957    100 1 7.4 0.8 5

Price (ex-showroom) Engine CYL. Power Torque Trans
50,620    110 1 8.2 0.9 5

LX/VXL/SXL 125

FASCINO / FASCINO 125

VXL/SXL/ELEGANTE 150

WEGO

SCOOTY ZEST 110

SCOOTY PEP+

SPORTS

RADEON
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tail-lamps and stop lights are red is 
because they’re the colour of blood, 
the ultimate sign of danger. Okay, 
perhaps that’s a bit too dramatic, 
but it’s more or less the point.   

Coming back to it, yes, the 
actual design of a motorcycle’s 
panels is the most important thing 
in its appearance. However, a good 
colour or three can transform it 
into a work of art, something that 
a motorcycle deserves to be at all 
times. As an aside, the new KTM 
200 Duke offers a black-and-white 
option with orange wheels, and I 
think the company missed a trick 
by not giving it white wheels. I bet 
it’d be the best-looking thing for 
miles around. 

Of late, I’ve started looking at 
hex codes and colour charts, and 

Photoshop so I can replace colours 
on images of motorcycles. It’s an 
interesting and inexpensive way of 
satisfying any urges of creating a 
misguided masterpiece on one of 
my bikes. Check out #73C2FB and 
#F28500, also called Maya Blue 
and Tangerine respectively. Can’t 
think of better shades with which to 
paint a monsoon-downtime project. 
History, biology and personality are 

in the colours of our motorcycles. 

was the Yamaha RX 100. There were 
no great attempts at graphic triumph 
with this one, and that was the 
beauty of it. Simple colours with thin 
pinstriping did the job; in particular, 
the blue with silver pinstripes and 
the silver with blue pinstripes stand 
out in my mind. They made the RX 

Unfortunately, Yamaha messed it all 
up with the RXG and the RX 135, 
though it did make up for them with 
the white and blue versions of the 
RX-Z. But it’s not just about looking 
good, though.  

‘BAR TALK

[kartik.ware@delhipress.in]

FLYING
COLOURS

As much as I like black and gold, I 
prefer brightly-coloured motorcycles 
because they’re probably just safer 
on the road. Or perhaps somewhere 
up my family tree, there existed a 
person who had a most garish sense 
of fashion. In any case, a bright 
motorcycle certainly increases the 
chances of being seen earlier than a 
duller one. It’s just how our brains 
work, it’s the physical process of 
registering and identifying colours, 
the biology of art. The reason why 

R
its limited run of the Classic 500 
Tribute Black, the version that 
marks the end of the 12-year road 
for the UCE-engined 500. While the 
bike itself is the same as it always 
was, what instantly launched me 
into a daydream was its paint 
scheme. Golden pinstripes on shiny 
black paint are as timeless as the 
wheel itself. Other than the Bullet of 
yore, all kinds of Nortons, Hondas, 
Ducatis and Harley-Davidsons, 
and other bikes around the world, 
have worn this classic combination. 
There’s just something about it, isn’t 
there? And then I started wondering 
about memorable colour schemes on 
Indian motorcycles.  

come to mind was the Hero Honda 
Splendor, the one with white, blue 
and pink stripes on its black panels. 
This very colour scheme is what 
entire generations have imagined 
when they thought of the Splendor. 
Even despite the fact you were likely 
to run into one everywhere, perhaps 
even on the way to the bathroom, 
that particular colour scheme never 
really got old, even if all of us pretty 
much ignored it after a point. In 
fact, Hero sold the Splendor in those 
colours right from the ’90s until very 
recently. That’s quite the run and it 
cannot be without reason. 

Another bike that came to mind 

KARTIK WAREKARTIK WARE
@kartik46

Of late, I’ve 
started looking 
at hex codes...
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