




RIGHT SAID ED

Lease is more
Four months into the most insane 
period of history most of us are likely 
to ever experience, little green shoots 
of hope seem to be emerging from the 
depths of the swamp. While it’s true 
that India is on a turbocharged path 
to the top of the COVID podium (as I 
type this, we have blown past Russia, 
Spain and the UK in a numbers game 
that nobody wants to win), the gradual 
realisation that this damn virus is here 
to stay and endless lockdowns aren’t 
going to solve anything is setting in, 
and steps are being taken towards 
‘normalcy’; I use that word with some 
hesitation, because its very definition 
has changed overnight and is now a 
matter of existential debate. 

Still, for what it’s worth, you can 
now go back to work, get a haircut, eat 
at a restaurant, stay at a hotel, catch 
a plane/train, drive from one state 
to the next, wander about in a mall, 
buy alcohol, go and be frustrated at a 
government office, and do several other 
things — agreeable or otherwise — 
that you wouldn’t have given a second 
thought to not so long ago. Oh, and you 
can also step into a car or two-wheeler 
showroom and make a purchase, or do 
so online, increasingly.

The numbers are coming in thick 
and fast from manufacturers, and 
despite the fact that they’re still pretty 
brutally off last year’s July figures, 
some encouraging signs can be found. 
People are clearly buying vehicles 
again, and the industry is collectively 
crossing its fingers, toes and other 
appendages, that by the time Diwali 

comes around, sales figures will be 
in the ballpark of ‘reasonably healthy 
but still no cigar.’ The one thing that it 
should be trying to make more popular, 
given the financial uncertainties today 
— but probably won’t — is the vehicle 
leasing business, which is a pity, 
because it’s perfect for India. 

For those unfamiliar with the 
concept, leasing a vehicle essentially 
involves renting it from a leasing 
company for a fixed period (usually 
between two and five years), at an 
agreed-upon price (normally a monthly 
fee) that includes maintenance costs; 
there is a mileage and wear/tear limit, 
which attracts a further fee if exceeded. 
At the end of the lease period, you 
either return the vehicle or buy it 
at a price that is agreed upon when 
the lease begins. As a customer, the 
advantages are that you get to use the 
vehicle and then rent a newer model 
when the lease ends; you also don’t 
have to worry about depreciation 
and the hassle of trying to sell it. The 
leasing company, on its part, earns 
money on an asset it owns, and is 
later able to either sell you the vehicle 
outright or lease it to someone else. 
I’d call that a win-win situation for all 
concerned, and would certainly pick 
it if it was offered to me as an option. 
Enjoy the issue.

PABLO CHATERJI
Executive Editor
pablo.chaterji@delhipress.in
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LUST

The rest of the bike is beautiful, we promise. But the Ducati 
Superleggera V4’s face… its wings… just… why? Yes, those add 50 
kg of downforce at 270 kph, as we all need from time to time, but… 
why? Perhaps it’s more useful to know that ‘With the Superleggera 
V4 project there’s no room for 5 extra grams for adhesive and 200 
grams for the special paint job’ as the highlighted quote boasts on 
Ducati’s website. The 500 overweight customers of this limited-edition 
motorcycle will no doubt be eternally grateful. A full 234 bhp with 
the racing exhaust fitted gives the Superleggera V4 more firepower 
from less cubes — this is a 998cc motorcycle, to comply with WSBK 
homologation rules. And with a 152.2-kg weight with the racing kit 
on, there’s no doubt that it’ll be scarier than the gushing prose on 
Ducati’s website, making full use of its 1.54 bhp/kg figure. And it goes 
without saying that this exquisite piece of two-wheeled unobtanium 
comes with the best hardware and software that can be put on the 
road. And given its exclusivity, there’s no danger of running into one 
anytime soon. For once, we’re not complaining. ■

D U C AT I  S U P E R L E G G E R A  V 4

KEEP OUT
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Homebound And Down
How refreshing it is to see the 
streets of Bombay so empty in your 
story. You’ve perfectly captured 
the emotion that is the city both in 
words and in pictures. Now, if only 
it would stay that way beyond this 
lockdown. I wanted to take a quick 
ride down Marine Drive after reading 
your story and was met with traffic 
that was worse than before the 
lockdown. I won’t be heading out for 
a joyride anytime soon, but I will be 
able to enjoy the city through your 
lens. Thank you for that!

Vignesh Tase

Here’s what our Instagram-enabled monkeys 
have been up to with their opposable thumbs...

WRITE HAND DRIVE

 motoringworldmag
@gmail.com

twitter.com/
MyMotoringWorld

facebook.com/
MotoringWorld

Stay indoors and safe 
for now, the city will 
always be there when 
we’re ready to ride 
again!

Bitten By 
The Bug
I was never a fan of 
the Bugatti Veyron. 
When it was first 
announced, I was 
extremely saddened 
at the thought that 
this abomination would surpass 
the top speed records held by the 
legendary McLaren F1. The McLaren 
was Gordon Murray’s labour of love 
and it certainly had a lot more soul 
than this behemoth. Mind you, the 
closest I’ve come to driving either of 
these cars is in a video game, so it’s 
not like I was forming my opinion 
based facts. Anyway, eventually, the 
reviews of the Veyron started coming 
in and it seemed that Bugatti truly 
did achieve something great. I 
remember reading Nick’s review 
the first time it was published in 
BS Motoring and wondering if I was 

too quick to judge the Bugatti. How 
wrong I was to think that anything 
with this much engineering and 
complexity could be anything but a 
project driven by passion. I digress, 
but seeing this article in the June 
Issue of Motoring World brought 
those memories flooding back and 
I’m glad to share that little trip down 
memory lane with you guys. Hope 
you guys are staying safe out there.

Sarath Chandra

Thank you, Sarath. A W16 engine 
with quad-turbos making 1001 bhp 
gets a pass in our books!
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2020

1960

REWIND/PLAY
1 9 6 0  M A Z DA  R 3 6 0 / 
2 0 2 0  M A Z DA  M I ATA

MIATA OF TIME
A walk down memory lane for Mazda’s centennial

to its lightweight roots.

The 100th anniversary special edition Miata sports a 
pearl white paint job with a red top and interior, as 
an homage to the original R360. 

Pop-up headlamps certainly won’t make their way 
onto a Miata anytime soon, but the driving experience 
has only gotten better with each successive genera-
tion of Miata. ■

TH
EN

NO
W

MAZDA R360

MAZDA MIATA
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Performance from the 15-bhp engine was aided by 
weight reduction elsewhere in the car. The bonnet 
was made of aluminium and the rear windscreen was 
made of Plexiglas. Lightness runs in Mazda’s DNA.

The R360 was only sold in Japan, but it paved the 
way for Mazda to develop iconic sportscars like the 
rotary-powered RX series and MX-5 sportscars.

Mazda’s first passenger car, the R360, was a four-seater 
that weighed as much as motorcycles at the time.

Mazda sold a record 4500 units on the day it was 
launched and it went on to lead its segment by the end 
of the year.

Instead of a light two-stroke engine, which was the 
norm at the time, the R360 made use of a 360cc sin-
gle-cylinder four-stroke unit. Magnesium and alumini-
um were used liberally to keep the weight of the engine 
down.

Before the MX-5 was first introduced, two separate design 
teams were working on a small, light sportscar. One of 
the designs was for a front-wheel-drive car, but thankful-
ly, the rear-wheel-drive roadster won that competition.

The Miata holds the record for best-selling two-seat car, 
with over 10,00,000 units sold till date.

The current fourth-generation Miata is lighter and smaller 
than the previous-generation car, taking the MX-5 back 



Needless to say, Lamborghini 
produces some of the fastest street-
legal vehicles money can buy. But 
with manufacturers like Lexus, 
AMG and Porsche all slapping their 
names on extremely fast boats, it 
was only a matter of time before 
Lamborghini cannonballed into 
the water. Lamborghini will soon 
take to the seas in collaboration 
with Tecnomar, builder of high-end 
yachts. The resulting product, the 
Tecnomar For Lamborghini 63, is a 
sight to behold.

The design is exactly what you’d 
get if you asked a five-year old to 
design a Lamborghini boat. The 
‘cockpit’ features the seat, steering 
wheel and dashboard straight 
out of Lamborghini’s hypercars. 
It’s got tail-lights that mimic the 
Aventadors and the fighter-jet-
inspired engine start-stop buttons 

WATER YOU UP TO?
This speedboat is a Lamborghini for the seas

T E C N O M A R  F O R 
L A M B O R G H I N I  6 3

FAST

straight from the parts bin. What’s 
more, you can spec it out in any 
colour you like. We’re sure this  
will lead to some fantastic  
colour combinations.

This 63-foot yacht tips the 
scales at a portly 24 tonnes which, 
believe it or not, classifies it as an 
ultra-lightweight boat. Ferrying 
all that weight around are a pair 
of MAN V12 engines producing 
2000 bhp each. Yep, this yacht 
is packing 4000 bhp, good for a 
top speed of 60 knots (110 kph). 
The yacht is the fastest vessel in 
Tecnomar’s line up, so you don’t 
have to worry about losing any 
drag races. Just don’t ask about 
fuel efficiency. The limited-edition 
Technomar For Lamborghini 63 
will start shipping in early 2021, 
after which we’ll begin our wait for 
the Lamborghini plane!  ■  

Recognise those tail-lights?

More headroom than your typical Lambo
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What is it?
Boston Dynamics’ Spot is a robot that is small enough 
to be used indoors and rugged enough to carry payloads 
across uneven terrain.

Why is it cool?
Because the future is now! You can go out and buy 
one of these little robots right now, if you wanted. The 
Spot is actually made for research labs and industrial 
environments, where certain tasks might be too 
dangerous for humans to perform, but there’s nothing 
stopping you from buying one to grab a cold beverage 
from the fridge. The versatile Spot is equipped with a 
multitude of sensors and arms, with the option of adding 
more through its expansion slots. You can either plug 
in waypoints and let it use its sensors to navigate, or 

COOL
H O T  S T U F F

SEE 
SPOT 
RUN
Could this be man’s 
new best friend?

take over full manual control of the robot. Spot also 
specialises in carrying moderate payloads over uneven 
terrain, which is perfect for collecting samples from 
remote locations. Whatever you do, make sure you  
treat it well — one wrong move might just set off  
the robot uprising!

Is it expensive?
At ` 55 lakh a piece, you definitely won’t have one 
around the house as a companion, but the Spot makes 
a very compelling case for itself as a partner on a jobsite. 
It’ll do all the dangerous or repetitive tasks without 
complaining and it’ll even bust out a dance move or two 
to cheer you up. That’s right, this robot dog can dance! 
We’re not sure how useful that feature might be, but it’s 
incredibly fun watching it do the moonwalk. ■

SEE 
SPOT 
RUN
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The rest of the bike is beautiful, we promise. But the Ducati 
Superleggera V4’s face… its wings… just… why? Yes, those add 50 
kg of downforce at 270 kph, as we all need from time to time, but… 
why? Perhaps it’s more useful to know that ‘With the Superleggera 
V4 project there’s no room for 5 extra grams for adhesive and 200 
grams for the special paint job’ as the highlighted quote boasts on 
Ducati’s website. The 500 overweight customers of this limited-edition 
motorcycle will no doubt be eternally grateful. A full 234 bhp with 
the racing exhaust fitted gives the Superleggera V4 more firepower 
from less cubes — this is a 998cc motorcycle, to comply with WSBK 
homologation rules. And with a 152.2-kg weight with the racing kit 
on, there’s no doubt that it’ll be scarier than the gushing prose on 
Ducati’s website, making full use of its 1.54 bhp/kg figure. And it goes 
without saying that this exquisite piece of two-wheeled unobtanium 
comes with the best hardware and software that can be put on the 
road. And given its exclusivity, there’s no danger of running into one 
anytime soon. For once, we’re not complaining. ■

KEEP OUT
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BEHIND THE SINS
T H I S  I S  H O W  W E  D O  I T

CURVED BULLET

RIDE OUT MUDDY WATERS
It feels great to be back riding motorcycles again after a 
three-month-long break. One does not need to straight 
away head to a hill station or that all-known ride to Lona-
vala or Charoti, it can be as simple as a ride through the 
roads within the city itself. The very sense of being on the 
motorcycle is in itself a beautiful feeling. On that note, I 
wish there was a racetrack around where I could take an 
assortment of different bikes and be happily quarantined 
for a long time. Until then, the roads will have to do. 

Bizzarrini

Shooting the Kia Carnival for this month’s issue was a muddy 
affair. We found a mostly-dry lakebed and slowly guided the 
Carnival in, taking care not to put the two-tonne MPV on a 
patch of soft mud. There were some close moments when the 
car came close to being stuck, but we powered through with 
judicious application of the throttle and some pushing. Just 
when I thought I was in the clear, I found myself stuck and 
slowly sinking. Not the car, just me and my two legs, sinking 
slowly into the muddy lakebed. I eventually managed to free 
myself, but not before losing my shoe and getting coated with 
muck. Thankfully, there was a lake nearby where I could wash 
up. I can’t wait for Slush Fest so I can do this all over again! 

Estoque

Time is always working in the background. Thousands of 
processes fall into place before any event that happens 
to you. This is also why a straightforward opinion at one 
point in time turns right around at another. Nowhere have 
I seen a greater proof of this than an old cast-iron Bullet 
350. Over the years, one by one, I have watched people 
reverse their feelings about this plodding thumper, finally 
seeing the point of this essential motorcycle. Being born 
with a Bullet acting as a third parent, I never imagined a 
world without one. 

It’s a long-stroke reality check and a leaky truth of life. 
It’s not a particularly special machine, but it’s one that 
shows you why motorcycles matter. Recently, an Ex-Man 
got one and marked his own major event in the sequence 
that begins in two separate times; the day he was born and 
the day the motorcycle rolled off the assembly line. As with 
all old-bike stories, all these years they’d been travelling 
towards each other. And now they will, together. I suppose 
it is quite possible to curve a Bullet, if not across space, 
most certainly across time.        

Reventón
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CURVED BULLET

READING MATERIAL

As is only too well known 
now (mainly because I’ve 
repeated it ad nauseum), I 
have been in Goa for over 
three months. This is not 
really a bad thing, since 
it’s probably one of the 
safest places to be in India 
at the moment, despite a 
steady rise in the number 
of COVID cases. I’ve been 
very lucky in that I’ve had 
access to fresh air, open 
spaces, plenty of exercise 
and some excellent B-roads 

to drive on, something 
which I’ve been doing fairly 
frequently. Every time I hit 
one of these roads, though, 
I can’t help but think that 
it would be so much more 
fun on two wheels; natural-
ly, a motorcycle or scooter 
is the one thing I haven’t 
been able to get a hold 
of - until now. A neigh-
bour in my building has a 
390 Duke, and someone 
else I know has an Ntorq 
125, so that takes care of 

the presence of possible 
steeds. All that remains is 
for me to gingerly enquire 
whether either of them (or 
both, preferably) would be 
willing to lend their beloved 

machines to a relative 
stranger, in the middle of 
the monsoon. I suppose 
there’s only one way to  
find out...      

Gallardo

ASK AND YE 
SHALL  (PERHAPS) 
RECEIVE

Ever since the COVID-19 
pandemic had begun, I’ve 
run out of things to read. 
Then a couple of weeks ago, I 
got a call from my local post 
office saying that there was 
a parcel that had arrived 
for me. I set out to the post 
office to pick up this so-
called parcel, and all the way 
I was wondering about what 
its contents could be. After 
completing the required for-
malities, I ripped the small 
cardboard package open 
right then and there at the 
post office and inside were a 
few old manuals for Triumph 
unit constructed twins from 
the sixties and seventies 
that I had bought online in 
early January. I had given 
up on them when they didn’t 
reach me by February end. 
It feels good to be pleasantly 
surprised these days.  

Superleggerra

IN ACTION

Say hello to Saurabh Gamare. Joining as assistant web editor, 
the 25-year-old comes to us from Exhibit, a lifestyle publica-
tion where he worked as the automobile editor. Before life as an 
exhibitionist, he was busy appearing for Indian Air Force exams, 
which probably makes him the first such guy to join the team. 
Also, he only drives cars, so most of us are relieved that our 
bikes are safe. Since he arrived at Motoring alongside a pandem-
ic, most of us haven’t met him in person and don’t yet know how 
exactly we can set about pulling his leg. But he has diligently 
dived into our website and social-media accounts, and can be 
credited with already bolstering our home in the matrix. He says 
he has a lot to learn, and we’d say he’s right. That’s what hap-
pens when you take the red pill. Welcome, Saurabh!  

WEB CHECK-IN



U-TURN

[aditya.upadhyaula@delhipress.in]

ABOUT
FACE

ADITYA UPADHYAULAADITYA UPADHYAULA
@heelntoe

It’s been a 
few years 
since I owned 
a car

to come to market. While many 
people seem to think that this 
surge could mean new products, 
I highly doubt that cash-strapped 
OEMs will be quick to invest in 
a new product, instead choosing 
to extend the life of an existing 
product with mild updates. which 
brings me nicely to my next point. 
If I were in the market for a car 
right now, which I just so happen 
to be, it makes far more sense 
to look at the used market than 
buying new. For starters, the cost 
of entry is much, much lower. And 
if you’re patient, you could end up 
snatching a great deal. Admittedly, 
my travel radius has also reduced 
quite significantly now, so it’s not a 
pressing need to get a car.

But buy a car, I must. You see, 
in the normal review process of 
a new car, I go through a mental 
checklist of what a potential owner 
might look for in a certain vehicle. 
And while this list changes based 
on the price point and type of 
vehicle, there are some things that 
all owners look for in their cars. 
Reviewing cars for potential buyers 
doesn’t make sense when I don’t 
have a compass on what makes 
a good ownership experience. So, 
that, dear reader, is why I’m buying 
a car — to better serve U.

a threat, getting around is going to 
become an issue.

Now, the only real solution to 
that is to invest in some personal 
mobility. This, I feel, is what’s going 
through the mind of the majority 
of the populace. Car sales, which 
were in a slump already, came 
to a grinding halt as soon as the 
lockdown hit, but they’re already 
bouncing back to pre-lockdown 
levels. It’s never been easier to 

buy a car than now, too. In most 
cases, you don’t even have to step 
out of your house to do that. With 
the logistics of buying a car taken 
care of thanks to online sales, the 
only other roadblock to buying 
a car is the finances. And with 
lucrative schemes from banks 
and manufacturers, this is also 
eliminated, paving the way towards 
personal mobility for many.

The only other question is 
whether to wait for something new 

I have a confession to make. It’s 
been a few years since I owned a 
car. Obviously, I love cars, but in 
the past couple of years, I’ve lived 
in a major city or a well-connected 
suburb of one. Getting around 
using public transport wasn’t really 
much of an issue. And there was 
usually a car or two available in our 
long-term fleet for me to borrow if I 
needed one, and if not, ride-sharing 
apps came to the rescue. Why buy a 
car when I can whip out my phone 
and summon a car to take me 
where I want to go instantly, right? 
There’s no need to deal with the 
routine maintenance, parking and 
associated costs of owning a vehicle. 
Ride-share apps are abundant and 
even with their inflated pricing, I still 
come out ahead considering the fact 
that a driver and fuel are included. I 
was quite happy not worrying about 
renewing insurance policies and 
paying road tax.

Very happy, indeed, until the 
current situation has turned this 
ideology on its head. We’re currently 
battling with a virus that lives on 
surfaces for extended periods of time 
and which is transmitted through 
contact. It’s not worth risking 
my health to participate in ride 
sharing anymore. Until a vaccine is 
developed and deployed to such an 
extent that this virus is no longer 

16 MOTORING WORLD | JULY 2020



Subscription offer with digital subscriptionSubscription offer with digital subscriptionSubscription offer with digital subscription

Mobile/SMS/WhatsApp: 08588843408, E-mail: subscription@delhipress.in
You can also subscribe online at www.delhipress.in/subscribe

now available on

Limited Period Offer Valid Till 31st July, 2020

Subscription offer with digital subscriptionSubscription offer with digital subscriptionSubscription offer with digital subscription

Mobile/SMS/WhatsApp: 08588843408, E-mail: subscription@delhipress.in
You can also subscribe online at www.delhipress.in/subscribe

now available on

Limited Period Offer Valid Till 30th June, 2020

Subscription offer with digital subscriptionSubscription offer with digital subscriptionSubscription offer with digital subscription

Mobile/SMS/WhatsApp: 08588843408, E-mail: subscription@delhipress.in
You can also subscribe online at www.delhipress.in/subscribe

now available on

Limited Period Offer Valid Till 30th June, 2020



PEAK TALK

We talk to Pratap Bose, vice president, global design, 
Tata Motors, about the future of car design

P R ATA P  B O S E , 
TATA  M O T O R S  I N D I A

BREAKING THE MOULD
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being overtly aggressive in our 
SUVs, and dynamism for our cars 
and hatchbacks. The gloss black 
rising belt line on the Altroz is 
globally unique as a design element 
and really stands out on the road. 
There’s also nothing like it on  
roads today.

MW: How much will the upcoming 
pedestrian safety norms affect front-
end design?
PB: While the full-range of 
pedestrian safety features will 
become mandatory starting October 
2020, Tata Motors has already 
pre-empted these norms by making 
the Nexon, Altroz, Tiago, and Tigor 
extremely pedestrian-friendly, with 
the protection systems that are 
on board these cars. You can also 
expect the remaining Tata cars to 
get these pedestrian-specific safety 
upgrades soon.

MW: What do you think of the large 
touchscreens that now dominate  
car dashboards?
PB: There is a lot more information 
being presented to drivers and 
passengers alike in cars today. The 
satellite navigation function runs on 
these screens as well, in addition to 
a multitude of entertainment data. 
Also, many of the physical knobs 
and buttons have been replaced 
by touchscreen functions. This 
does drive a certain screen size to 
accommodate everything that the car 
offers. There is, however, a growing 

trend to start optimising screen sizes 
so that they don’t overwhelm the 
occupants and lead to information 
overload. With the rise of voice 
commands, the screen size can also 
start to become more reasonable 
again. We previewed our thinking in 
this direction on the Sierra concept, 
where we promoted the idea of 
‘digital detox’ and removed the 
screens altogether. The occupants 
brought their own device, which 
then doubled up as infotainment 
screens as and when required.

MW: What current design trend are 
you most excited for?
PB: The move towards electric 
mobility excites me the most. With 
new architectures that this brings, 
designers will be able to express the 
proportions of cars in totally new 
ways. I am looking forward to ‘born 
electric’ platforms becoming the 
norm rather than the exception in 
the years to come! ■

Motoring World: After the Altroz’s 
success, what’s next for Tata Motors 
on the ALFA platform?
Pratap Bose: The next product 
on the ALFA ARC is the model 
codenamed HBX. We revealed the 
near-production model of the HBX 
at the Auto Expo 2020 in February. 
The HBX Concept gives a glimpse 
into Tata Motors’s next-generation 
passenger vehicles. This compact 
SUV is set to offer a stunning 
package of performance, true SUV 
design and space that is made 
possible in such a small footprint. 
Being the second vehicle built on 
the ALFA-ARC, the HBX will offer 
unmatched driving characteristics 
and the ruggedness of a true SUV 
along with uncompromised safety.

MW: Do you see car design affected 
by the current COVID crisis in  
any way?
PB: The physical aspect of being 
in the studio and brainstorming 
ideas is what has been affected the 
most because of this pandemic. 
However, we are using a variety of 
digital tools to review design related 
material with our teams in the UK, 
India and Italy to continue working 
on projects.

MW: What’s your favorite design 
element on a Tata car right now?
PB: There are several elements that 
need to come together to define 
the design of a car. We strive to 
achieve visual strength without 
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THE GRAPEVINE
I N  T H E  N E W S

AIM FOR THE STARS

LIGHT ‘EM UP

The 2020 Mercedes-Benz GLS has 
been launched starting at ` 99.9 lakh, 
ex-showroom, India, for both the GLS 
400d and GLS 450 variants. If you 
thought the GLS-Class was already 
large, the new one rides on Mercedes’s 
latest modular platform and is even 
larger in every dimension. The GLS 
400d is powered by a new 3.0-litre in-
line-six diesel making 328 bhp and 71 
kgm of torque. That’s enough to propel 
this SUV to 100 kph in an impressive 
6.3 seconds. The petrol version is no 
slouch, either, with a 374-bhp 3.0-litre 
six-cylinder engine under the hood, 
aided by a 21-bhp 48V mild-hybrid 
system. This one sprints to 100 kph 
in 6.2 seconds! Of course, the S-Class 
of SUVs is bound to be feature-rich, 
and this one doesn’t disappoint. The 
GLS comes standard with features like 
five-zone automatic climate control, 
LED lighting all around, twin 31.2-cm 
screens for the infotainment and  
gauge cluster, and Mercedes’s latest 
MBUX interface.

The new BMW X6, priced starting at ` 95 
lakh, ex-showroom, India, is available in 
xDrive40i guise in either an xLine or  
M Sport trim. It is powered by a  
3.0-litre inline-six-cylinder petrol engine 
that produces 335 bhp and 50.98 kgm, 
and is mated to a new 8-speed steptronic 
transmission. With this powertrain, the 
BMW X6 completes the sprint to 100 kph 
in 5.5 seconds!

With those wide-body arches, L-shaped 
LED tail-lights, a larger glass roof than be-
fore, and optional 21-inch wheels, it sure 
will be a head turner. Additional features 
include two-axle adaptive air suspension, 
BMW’s Live cockpit, gesture control, LED 
laser lights — the works. And did we forget 
to mention the grille? Not only is it much 
larger, but the X6’s grille has the option 
of being illuminated, too! As the kids say 
these days, it’s lit!
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PLUS SIZED

AROUND TOWN

The Elantra is the latest Hyundai to 
get a BS6-compliant engine option, 
available in two variants — SX and 
SX(O). The new 1.5-litre diesel engine 
makes 113 bhp and 25.5 kgm of peak 
torque. It can be had with either a 
6-speed manual or 6-speed torque-con-
verter automatic gearbox. The diesel SX 
manual Elantra starts at ` 18.7 lakh, 
ex-showroom, Delhi.

The RS7 Sportback will be the fastest 
car in Audi’s current lineup in India. 
With a 4.0-litre twin-turbo engine under 
the hood, it offers 591 bhp and 81.57 
kgm on tap, dispatching the dash to the 
100-kph mark in 3.6 seconds. Final sale 
prices will be out by the time you read 
this, and you can pay ` 10 lakh to book 
the RS7 Sportback. Deliveries will start 
in August.

Honda has opened the bookings for its 
new City, which will be launched on the 
15th of July. Production of the fifth-gen-
eration City has already begun in Hon-
da’s Greater Noida plant, adhering to all 
the rules and regulations set out by the 
government. Read our full review of the 
Honda City on page 30.

The latest agreement between Tata Motors 
and Jayem Automotives was the final nail in 
the coffin for the JTP brand. Citing reduced 
demand for niche products like the Tiago and 
Tigor JTP, Tata Motors acquired Jayem’s 50 
per cent stake in JT Special Vehicles Pvt. Ltd. 
Tata Motors will still provide support and 
service to existing JTP customers, of course, 
but there won’t be any future models bearing 
the moniker anytime soon. The Tata Tiago JTP 
and Tigor JTP were factory-modified versions 
of the Tiago and Tigor, offering more power, 
better handling, rorty exhausts and racier 
looks, too. We’re sad to see these models go 
from Tata’s lineup.

UP A NOTCH

FIRE IT UP

END OF THE ROAD

grille, headlights, tail-lights, bump-
ers and skid plates. You’ll be able to 
choose between a regular bench seat 
or captain seats for the middle row. 
MG claims that the third row will be 
able to seat teenagers comfortably; 
it sounds like it will be quite roomy. 
Of course, the Hector’s connected 
features will also be present. You can 
put ` 50,000 down and make your 
booking for a Hector Plus now.

We got a glimpse of MG’s 7-seat variant 
of the Hector at Auto Expo 2020, and 
it has finally gone into production. 
MG is looking to expand its reach into 
the 7-seater segment, where Toyota’s 
Innova rules the roost. It will also go up 
against the 7-seater Mahindra XUV5OO 
and Tata’s upcoming Gravitas.

To distinguish it from the regular 
Hector, the Hector Plus gets a new 
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CRUISE MISSILE
Hot on the heels of the updated M5 comes the facelifted 
Mercedes-AMG E63 S. It’s based on the recently updated 
E-Class, of course, but deviates in certain key aspects. The 
front, for instance, resembles the cars from the AMG GT 
lineup with its 12 vertical louvres and enormous Mercedes 
logo. On the sides, it gets new aerodynamically optimised 
20-inch alloy wheels and  new tail-lights which integrate 
into the boot and a subtle lip spoiler out back. Pay attention 
to the tailpipes if you want to recognise an AMG E-Class in 
traffic, though, twin trapezoidal tailpipes finished in titani-
um complete the rear profile of the AMG E63 S.

Under the hood, the AMG E63 S packs a 4.0-litre 
twin-turbo V8 producing 595 bhp and 86.67 kgm. It’s the 
same engine from the current-generation car, but we’re 
not exactly complaining — the sprint to 100 kph takes 3.4 
seconds. The outgoing model was known for its naughty 
behaviour around corners, but with updated suspension 
tuning, we believe the new one will be more subdued de-
pending on the driving mode you choose. Inside, the MBUX 
finally makes its way into the E-Class cabin, allowing you 
to speak to the car and control essential functions.

THE GRAPEVINE

get the Range Rover Fifty moniker. 
The Range Rover Fifty will be available in petrol, diesel 

and plug-in hybrid models, in standard-wheelbase and 
long-wheelbase forms. You get a special blacked-out trim, 
unique 22-inch alloy wheels and a numbered plaque on 
the center console. A few of these 1970 units will be avail-
able in heritage colour schemes seen on the original 1970 
Range Rover. 

A lot has changed in the last 50 years, and one car in par-
ticular — the Land Rover Range Rover — has gone through 
multiple iterations in that time. Fifty years ago, the Range 
Rover debuted as a two-door SUV from the house of Land 
Rover and that two-door has evolved into the household 
name we know today. Land Rover is building 1970 units of 
the fourth-generation Range Rover Autobiography variant to 
celebrate the Range Rover’s half-century, and all of them will 

HAPPY FIFTIETH
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GTSET GO!
Porsche’s GTS models 
usually sit one rung below 
the full-fat Turbo models. 
The previous-generation 
Cayenne GTS ditched its V8 
power for a turbo-V6, but 
now Porsche has replaced 
that V6 with a 4.0-litre 
twin-turbo V8. Power is up 

They’re not as fast as the 
Cayenne Turbo S E-Hybrid 
variant, but the GTS vari-
ants do hit the sweet spot of 
balance. For added perfor-
mance, Porsche has also 
given them sports exhaust 
systems, lower springs with 
dynamic damper control, 

20 bhp from the old engine, 
at 453 bhp and you have 
63.22 kgm of peak torque to 
play with. For the first time, 
the Cayenne Coupe is also 
available in GTS trim, and it 
only takes the pair of them 
4.5 seconds to reach the  
100-kph mark. 

and optional features like 
air suspension and rear-axle 
steering. Blacked-out LED 
headlights, tail-lights, logos, 
air intakes, tailpipes and 
21-inch standard RS Spyder 
design wheels set the GTS 
models apart from the  
regular Cayennes.

New for this generation are also the 180-degree reclining 
seats, which are perfect to get some rest after a long day of 
work. The F-150 will likely get power from a 3.5-litre petrol-elec-
tric hybrid V6. That should be enough for it to have a 5444-kg 
towing capacity. The truck can even charge tools on the go, with 
its ProPower onboard battery system, that has battery options 
ranging from 2.4 kW to 7.2 kW. That’s enough to power your 
next camping trip. Since the F-150 might be a hybrid, expect 
an extremely long range on one tank of fuel. Ford’s F-series has 
been the best-selling car in the United States for 44 years run-
ning now, and this new one is all set to continue that legacy. 

Ford’s F-150 is here in a new avatar — stronger, smarter, and 
more capable than ever. This time around, it uses a high-
strength-steel frame which carries a military-grade alumini-
um-alloy body. Even though this is an all-new model, it still 
carries a resemblance to the rest of the F-series lineup. New 
for this generation are the C-shaped LED headlights, wrap-
around bumpers, larger wheels, LED tail-lights and 11 differ-
ent radiator grille patterns for you to choose from. The F-150 
has one nifty little feature as well; the shifter for the 10-speed 
auto gearbox folds down to create a flat workspace, which is 
perfect for your laptop or any desk work. 

WORKHORSE
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Brake alongside the coupe model. 
The Shooting Brake moniker is usually reserved for cars 

with only two-doors and a wagon body style, but if the regular 
Arteon can call itself a four-door coupe, this wagon can be its 
Shooting Brake. Naturally, the Shooting Brake is the more 
practical of the two, but we think it’s the better looking one, 
too! It’ll share its powertrain options with the regular Arteon, 
which means there will be an R version of this and it comes 
with progressive R-Performance Torque Vectoring. 

 

Volkswagen’s Arteon was the replacement to its original four-
door coupe, the Passat CC, and now it gets a mid-cycle up-
date. You’ll see a few changes to its front like the continuous 
light strip merging with the radiator grille, the redesigned air 
vents at the bottom and slightly reworked bumpers front and 
back. This time around, the Arteon will come with powertrain 
options that range from a plug-in hybrid variant all the way to 
the sporty R variant.

Volkswagen also unveiled the gorgeous Arteon Shooting 

SHOOTING STAR

It doesn’t seem like all that long ago that Bentley launched 
the Bentayga, now it gets a mid-cycle update. The updated 
Bentayga takes its design cues from the Bentley Continental 
GT and Flying Spur. When it came out, the Bentayga made a 
name for itself with its controversial design. This facelift, dare 
we say, brings it into the realm of good car design. The grille 
up front is bigger, but it integrates neatly into the bonnet and 
flanking it are a pair of LED matrix headlamps featuring 82 
LEDs each. Its stance has also been reworked by laterally 
adjusting the position of its wheel arches and propping it up 

BETTER NOW
on 22-inch wheels. 

At the rear, it’s got eye-shaped tail-lamps which strongly 
resemble those from the Continental GT, a new tailgate de-
sign and split tailpipes. The cabin sports a new infotainment 
system, door trim, a quilted leather dashboard and seats 
with contrast stitching. Powering the Bentayga is a 4.0-litre 
twin-turbo V8 that produces 542 bhp and 78.51 kgm of peak 
torque, good for a 0-100 kph time of 4.5 seconds. The 20 mm 
of extra track width at its rear means the Bentayga will have 
improved steering response as well. 
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FOURS MAJEURE
The new 4 Series Coupe is built on BMWs 
CLAR modular platform that underpins 
the 3 Series and will be available in rear-
wheel drive and all-wheel-drive variants. 
Design-wise, it mimics the larger 8 Series 
Coupe, but don’t expect features like four-
wheel steering or adaptive damping on this 
model. As far as powertrain options are 
concerned, it will share its engine lineup 
with the 3 Series, which means the usual 
range of 2.0-litre I-4 and 3.0-litre I-6 petrol 
engines, and some variants with a 48V 
mild-hybrid capabilities as well. That’s all 
fine, but what we’re really interested in is 
the upcoming M4 Competition, which will 
be the flagship 4 Series model. It’s slated 
to come with a new twin-turbo 3.0-litre 
inline-six-cylinder petrol engine producing 
503 bhp and 61.10 kgm of peak torque. 
Love it or hate it, the new BMW 4 Series 
Coupe is here to stay.

HEAR SOMETHING?
The Mach 1 moniker is making a comeback to the Mustang 
lineup after 17 years, this time as a limited edition. The 
story of the Mach 1 begins in 1969 when the engineers at 
Ford wanted to create a Mustang that slotted in between the 
standard GT models and the high-performance Shelbys. Ford 
claims the new Mach 1 will be one of the most track-focused 

5.0-litre V8 models in its history. It comes equipped with 
sticky high-performance tyres, with larger Brembo stoppers 
for company. It’ll also borrow some styling elements from the 
original Mach 1, mostly in its front-end design. If you don’t 
want to shell out for the absolutely bonkers Shelby Mustang 
GT500, this will be a great alternative.

JULY 2020 |  MOTORING WORLD 25



While it’s true that we can’t 
seem to get enough of SUVs in our 
market, a well-proportioned sedan 
is always easy on the eye. One of 
the best premium sedans on the 
market, the Hyundai Verna, goes 
through a pretty significant mid-
cycle update. Let’s take a look at 
what’s changed.

The first thing you’ll notice is 
the new imposing chrome grille 
and headlights up front. Now, I’m 
generally not a fan of large swathes 
of chrome all over a car, but in the 
case of the Verna, it works. The 
dark-chrome front grille and new 
LED projector headlamps certainly 

add to its street presence. If you’d 
rather do away with all that chrome, 
the turbo variants get a blacked-
out grille to give it a slightly more 
aggressive front end. From the side, 
you’ll see the new diamond-cut alloy 
wheels shod in 16-inch rubber. And 
out back, Hyundai took a ‘don’t 
fix what ain’t broken’ approach to 
the redesign, with only a reprofiled 
rear bumper. The turbo variants get 
an alternative bumper design that 
I quite like as well, and twin-tip 
mufflers to fill out the rear.

The outgoing Verna’s dashboard 
felt like the only weak link in 
an otherwise great car and with 

SHORT SHIFT
H Y U N D A I  V E R N A

The Hyundai Verna gets a timely refresh
By Aditya Upadhyaula  Photographs Kaizad Adil Darukhanawala

RIGHT ON CUE
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Luckily, there is the option of the 117-bhp 
1.0-litre turbo-petrol wunderkind of an engine

the refresh, Hyundai took the 
opportunity to bring that up 
to speed as well. A 20.32-cm 
touchscreen now sits smack 
dab in the middle, keeping all 
infotainment functions within easy 
reach. The driver also gets a new 
digital instrument cluster that 
gives off serious ’90s Casio-watch 
vibes. The rest of the dash has 
been redesigned, too, and wireless 

charging makes its way into the 
centre console of the Verna now. 
The car comes with a dual-tone 
interior and features like cooled 
seats, a multi-function wheel with 
cruise control, sunroof and a sliding 
armrest. On the turbo variants, 
you’ll get an all-black interior with 
red accents. One really convenient 
feature is the smart trunk, which 
pops open when you approach the 

rear of the car with the keys in your 
pocket. Really handy when you 
literally have your hands full.

The 121-bhp 1.6-litre petrol and 
126-bhp 1.6-litre diesel engines 
have been replaced by new 113-
bhp BS6-compliant 1.5-litre units. 
It seems like a large difference 
in power, but the petrol variant I 
drove didn’t feel lacking in any way. 
The engine quickly comes to life, 

Regular dials would have been much easier to read

New diamond-cut alloys suit the profile of the car The interior is a far better place to spend your time now

There’s plenty of options to charge all your devices
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HYUNDAI VERNA 
POWERTRAIN

Displacement  1497cc, I-4, petrol

Max power 113 bhp@6300 rpm

Max torque 14.7 kgm@4500 rpm

Transmission 6-speed, manual

TYRES

F/R 195/55 R16

DIMENSIONS

L/W/H (mm) 4440/1729/1475

Wheelbase 2600 mm

Fuel capacity 45 litres

PRICE ` 12.59  LAKH
 (ex-showroom, Delhi)

settles into a quiet idle, and gets the 
Verna moving effortlessly. At lower 
speeds and around town, you don’t 
really notice a power deficit, but 
it is apparent at higher speeds. It 
feels like you have to wring the new 
motor out a bit more to extract the 
same pace as before.

Luckily, there is the option of 
the 117-bhp 1.0-litre turbo-petrol 
wunderkind of an engine. Paired 
with the 7-speed DCT, this engine 
should satisfy all your performance 
needs. I haven’t driven this version 
yet, but knowing what I do about 
that engine, I’m sure it’ll be a 
sprightly performer. The Verna’s 
also got you covered with multiple 
engine and transmission combos to 

suit your needs — you can have it 
with a petrol engine and a manual 
or CVT, diesel and manual or 
torque-converter automatic, and 
turbo-petrol and DCT.

With the Verna, Hyundai got 
the basics sorted right at the 
beginning, and with this update, 
it takes care of all the things I 
thought needed improvement. On 
paper, it does seem to have lost 
out on power compared to the 
outgoing versions, but in real-world 
driving, you’re unlikely to notice a 
huge difference. And with added 
fuel efficiency, you’re going to be 
happier when you visit the fuel 
pumps, too. This is one purchase 
I’m sure you won’t regret. ■
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The Honda City is back 
with a vengeance
By Aditya Upadhyaula  Photographs Kaizad Adil Darukhanawala

bar that greets you up front, flanked 
by brilliant LED headlights. There 
is some familial resemblance to the 
Civic, but it could be stronger, if you 
ask me. 

 Moving on to the side, there is 
a strong shoulder line that extends 
from the headlight all the way to the 
back and additional flame surfacing 
at the bottom to break up the 
monotony. The new car shares its 

For over 20 years now, the Honda 
City has ruled the roost, but with 
SUVs encroaching on its segment, 
does the fifth-generation City have 
what it takes to fight back? Like 
with the previous generation, Honda 
has taken a more evolutionary 
approach to the upgrade. The new 
car is instantly recognisable as a 
Honda City, without looking like a 
mere facelift. There is a new chrome 

GOING 
TO 
TOWN
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wheelbase with the outgoing model, 
but it is longer overall. Certain 
hardpoints are also shared with the 
outgoing model, because it does ride 
on a modified version of the fourth-
generation City’s chassis. At the 
rear, slim LED tail-lights round out 
the package. The new City is shorter 
than the outgoing model, bucking 
the trend of rising beltlines.

Inside, you get a dual-tone 
beige-and-black interior with 
wood accents. The leather seats 
are extremely comfortable and 
power assist on the driver’s seat, 
along with a steering wheel that’s 
adjustable for tilt and reach, allows 
you to get very comfortable behind 
the wheel. Usually, when driving 
a car, I like to drop the driver’s 
seat as low as it can go, to feel like 
I’m sitting in the car rather than 
on it. And in the City, the low-set 
dashboard lets me do that without 
feeling claustrophobic.

Under the instrument binacle 
is a new digital-analogue gauge 
cluster with clear, easy-to-read 
fonts and white backlighting. 
It is customisable to a certain 
extent, and you can have it display 
a G-meter and other driving 
information, but it’s very satisfying 
to just leave it on the tach, 
completely uncluttered. When the 
car is off, the gauges are completely 
blank save for the speedo, and it all 
comes alive the moment you prod 
the start button. It’s a small thing, 
but it adds to the sense of occasion.

The 20.32-cm touchscreen 
infotainment has the usual suite 
of Android Auto and Apple CarPlay 
connectivity, with the addition of 
Amazon’s Alexa to control vehicle 
functions remotely. On our test car, 
we managed to get Alexa to lock and 
unlock the car, albeit with a few 
seconds’ delay. On a hot day, Alexa 
also lets you cool the car down 

before you get to it, which I’m sure 
will come in very handy. The City 
also comes with Honda’s LaneWatch 
camera on the left ORVM. When 
you indicate a left turn, the camera 
displays your blind spot on the 
screen. This is a brilliant feature, 
but we wish Honda had included 
a camera on the right side as well, 
both for symmetry and safety  
as well.

The main infotainment screen 
tends to get washed out in the 
sunlight; it’s angled slightly upward 
to aid visibility and manages to 
catch the sunlight enough to make 
reading maps difficult at a glance. 
Annoyingly, the City also omits the 
volume knob, which means you’re 
stabbing at capacitive buttons to 
get the sound under control when 
you need to. It would have been 
okay if the steering controls had a 
rotary controller, but it’s alas, you’re 
stuck with increasing or decreasing 
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Once you’re past 2,000 rpm, 
it really comes alive, singing all 
the way to its 7000-rpm redline

the volume one step at a time. In 
the rear, sure, the City doesn’t get 
features like ventilated seats, but 
rear-seat comfort is unmatched. 
The width of the car plus the flat 
floor mean that the City can seat 
three full-sized adults in the back. 
Increased knee-room from the 
carved-out front seats means that it 
really is one of the most comfortable 
cars in its segment.

The City is powered by the 
familiar 1.5-litre petrol engine, but 
this time around, it gets DOHC 
heads, increasing power to 119 
bhp and 14.3 kgm. It’s now the 
most powerful car in its segment 

by a narrow margin, and yes, that 
includes the turbo-petrol Hyundai 
Verna. It’s not much of a difference 
compared to the outgoing model, 
but this engine is about more than 
just the numbers. It doesn’t make 
too much torque down low, but 
once you’re past 2000 rpm, it really 
comes alive, singing all the way to 
its 7000-rpm redline. The 6-speed 
manual transmission is our choice 
of the two on offer. It has positive 
engagement and a light action 
which, combined with the light 
clutch pedal, won’t make you  
regret buying a manual over the 
CVT variant.

The entire drivetrain feels old 
school, in that there’s no computer 
getting in the way of the perfect 
rev-matched downshift or full-
power upshift. Response is just 
instantaneous and I love that. 
Coming to the CVT, it comes with 
an Eco mode and paddle shifters 
as well, and the rubberband effect 
has been all but tuned out of it with 
simulated gearshifts, but believe 
me, the City is one car where you’d 
want to row your own gears.

The City retains its sublime ride 
quality, even with sportier handling. 
As a result, while the City does go 
around corners with confidence, 

Clean and uncluttered dash. You can already see some glare on the infotainment screen

This is with an average-sized passenger up front

Boot space is more than adequate DOHC 1.5-litre engine loves to rev

If only that scroll wheel controlled volume

Gauges look classy, even with the digital display
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HONDA CITY
POWERTRAIN

Displacement  1498cc, I-4, petrol

Max power 119 bhp@6600 rpm

Max torque 14.3 kgm@4300 rpm

Transmission 6-speed, manual/CVT

TYRES

F/R 185/55 R16

DIMENSIONS

L/W/H (mm) 4549/1748/1489

Wheelbase 2600 mm

PRICE TBA

there’s plenty of body roll. Ride 
over bad roads is great, with the 
suspension soaking up all but the 
nastiest of potholes. There was 
one freak incidence where the City 
scraped its belly over a particularly 
high speed breaker, too. We couldn’t 
replicate it over the same bump 
again, but it’s worth noting that it is 
quite softly sprung.

Overall, save for the Amazon 
Alexa integration, the Honda 
City skips the gimmicky features 
in favour of a comfortable and 
satisfying driving experience. At a 
glance, it might not look like Honda 
has changed much. Instead of 
redesigning the car from the ground 
up, Honda chose to build on the 
strengths of the outgoing model 
and that’s helped immensely. It 
continues to be the segment leader 
in performance and practicality, 
while packing in all the new tech 
and features you’d like. If priced 
competitively, there are few reasons 
why one might want to consider the 
competition over this! ■
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SHORT SHIFT
S KO D A  R A P I D  1 . 0  T S I 
M O N T E  C A R L O
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Turbo power and a balanced chassis. What’s not to love!
By Aditya Upadhyaula  Photographs Kaizad Adil Darukhanawala

POST HASTE
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During the lockdown, Skoda 
launched three new products. The 
first of those is the Rapid with a new 
1.0-litre TSI heart. I got to spend 
some time with the Rapid and I 
can tell you with full confidence 
not to buy one of these! Sorry for 
the clickbait statement, but hear 
me out. What we have here is the 
Monte Carlo variant of the updated 
Skoda Rapid, which commemorates 
Skoda’s track record at the Monte 
Carlo rally since its first appearance 
in 1936. This variant comes with  
all the bells and whistles you  
didn’t ask for.

There are new diamond-cut alloy 
wheels, a bright-red paint job, a 
blacked-out grille and a smattering 
of Monte Carlo badges on the 
outside of the car. Inside, one of 
the first things you’ll notice is the 
new Android-based touchscreen 
infotainment system. The interface 
isn’t optimised for use while driving 

and is confusing overall. At a time 
when everyone offers some form 
of Android Auto or Apple CarPlay 
connectivity, this system relies on 
a proprietary phone mirroring app 
that only works half the time. The 
USB port to connect and charge 
your phone is hidden away in the 
glovebox. You do get some supple 
leather seat covers with the Monte 
Carlo logos embossed, privacy 
shades for the rear seat occupants 
and a nifty, adjustable armrest for 
the driver. In all honesty, you don’t 
need any of these features.

The one thing you absolutely 
do need, however, is the 999cc, 
turbocharged inline-three-cylinder 
engine under the hood. Paired with 
a 6-speed manual transmission, 
this engine completely changes the 
character of the car from a regular 
family sedan to a pocket rocket. It 
replaces the 1.6-litre MPi engine in 
Skoda’s line-up and it makes more 

power, more torque, and is more 
fuel efficient to boot.

Twist the key (no fancy push-
button start here) and the engine 
comes to life and settles into an 
uneven idle that is characteristic of 
a three-cylinder engine. As you take 
off from a standstill, you can already 
tell you’re in for a treat. The exhaust 
makes no effort to hide what’s under 
the hood, with the note getting 
throatier as you rev past 3000 rpm. 
Outright acceleration is great, but 
what’s even more impressive is the 
in-gear acceleration once you’re 
in the meat of the turbo’s boost. 
A quick seat-of-the-pant analysis 
tells me that this could well be the 
quickest car in its segment.

It’s not just a straight-line 
machine though, the Rapid has 
excellent handling, too. Turn-in is 
sharp and the car remains neutral 
in all but the hairiest of situations. 
It is still a family sedan, so there 
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is body roll, but with that there 
is also a lot of grip. Once you’re 
past the limits of adhesion of the 
195-section tyres, it pushes wide 
very predictably. The brakes do their 
job without any drama as well. It 
could do with a better initial bite 
from the brakes, but overall, it’s 
a car that inspires a whole lot of 
confidence in you.

So why, then, did I ask you 
not to buy one? Well, you can get 
everything good about this car in a 
package that is Rs 4.3 lakh cheaper! 
That’s right, I’m talking about the 
Skoda Rapid Rider. Yes, you miss 

out on those comfortable leather 
seats, larger 16-inch alloy wheels 
and a few cosmetic updates, 
but you still get the wonderfully 
balanced chassis and potent 
powertrain in what could possibly 
be the performance bargain of 
the year. You can choose which 
way you want to go with your 
build, you can either add all those 
convenience features back in from 
the aftermarket, or go all out and 
strip it out to make a track weapon 
out of it. Personally, I think this 
is the perfect base for a great 
autocross/rallycross build! ■

SKODA RAPID 1.0 
TSI MONTE CARLO
POWERTRAIN

Displacement  999cc, I-3, turbo-petrol

Max power 108 bhp@5000-5250 rpm

Max torque 17.8 kgm@1750-4000 rpm

Transmission 6-speed, manual

TYRES

F/R 195/55 R16

DIMENSIONS

L/W/H (mm) 4413/1699/1466

Wheelbase 2552 mm

Kerb Weight 1138 kg

Fuel tank 55 litres

PRICE ` 11.79  LAKH
 (ex-showroom, Mumbai)

The interior does show its age a bit

All the things... ...you don’t... ...need And one thing you can’t do without

It’s not just a straight-line 
machine though, the Rapid 
has excellent handling, too
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CABIN FEVER
K I A  C A R N I VA L

The Kia Carnival does social distancing right
By Aditya Upadhyaula  Photographs Kaizad Adil Darukhanawala

MODEL  CITIZEN
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The Kia Carnival does social distancing right

MODEL  CITIZEN
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We’re living in some very 
strange times right now. To say that 
our lives have been disrupted is 
probably the understatement of the 
century. We barely leave the house 
anymore and social gatherings 
are a thing of the past. What can 
you do with your time, then? You 
certainly can’t meet friends and 
travel. Or can you? In our current 
situation, something like the Kia 
Carnival lets you regain some sense 
of normalcy, however strange that 
might sound. The Kia Carnival, 
for the uninitiated, is an MPV 
that’s available in 7-, 8- and 9-seat 
variants, and its main market is 
the USA. That alone should tell you 
about the kind of space on offer 
here. The Americans are all about 
supersizing, after all.

We have with us the 7-seat 
limousine version, which cocoons 
the occupants in luxury that puts 
business-class travel to shame. 
Admittedly, you’d have a much 

better time ‘living’ in a purpose-built 
camper for longer adventures on the 
road, but for short weekend jaunts, 
this MPV does just fine. You can 
load it up with everything you need 
for a weekend away and get as far 
away from the city as possible. We 
take that idea just a little further. 
Now about that normalcy, all you 
really need to get by these days is 
a decent internet connection and 
some shelter from the weather. 
Besides food and water, that is. And 
with the current 4G infrastructure, 
you’d have to go to some pretty 
remote locations to be fully out of 
reach of our telecommunications 
networks. 

Once we finalised a location, 
a beautiful dried lake-bed far 
enough away from the city that you 
no longer see any of its concrete 
structures, the planning had begun 
in earnest. While I wasn’t exactly 
pressed for space in the Carnival, 
I still had to think about what I 

needed to bring with me to keep 
weight down. You’ll see why in a bit. 
We packed up all the essentials and 
some non-essentials and set off. 
This location is known for its narrow 
trails and off-roading opportunities, 
and we’d have been remiss if we 
didn’t take full advantage of that. 
The perfect weapon to attack these 
trails is a small, light custom bike. 
This particular one started life as 
our long-termer TVS Radeon before 
it went on a crash diet. And it was 
perfectly suited for what we were 
about to do with it.

Why did we put a bike inside the 
Carnival? Because, while the bike 
is street legal and it does handle 
highway stints decently, it’s much, 
much faster to get there in the 
car. The bike won’t enjoy the long 
highway stretches anyway and at 
the same time, the car can’t do 
anything but park once we’re at the 
destination. This setup allows us to 
use the bike exactly how it’s meant 
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to be used, as a specialised machine 
that provides unlimited fun over 
non-existent roads, while saving 
us from the fatigue of an extended 
highway ride.

 As you can see from the pictures, 
it wasn’t particularly difficult to 
get the bike into the Carnival. Of 
great help was also the fact that 
the Radeon weighs next to nothing. 
Even with an entire motorcycle 
inside and enough supplies to last 
the weekend, the Carnival still had 
a usable second row of seating. 
I’ll wait while you let that sink in. 
SUVs might be more glamorous, but 
MPVs are by far the most practical 
vehicles out there save for pick-
up trucks. And even compared to 
pick-ups, where your cargo is fully 
exposed to the elements, I’d still 
choose this MPV.

The location we picked wasn’t too 
far off the road and the Kia handled 
that little bit of off-roading well. I 
was worried the bumpers or belly 

would scrape on the shrubbery we 
were cruising over, but it didn’t 
happen. For a front-wheel-drive, 
monocoque MPV, it took the rough 
terrain in its stride. We didn’t push 
it, though, because extracting a 
two-tonne car from knee-deep slush 
was not how I wanted to spend this 
weekend. The first bout of rain had 
already passed through the area, 
leaving all the hills verdant and the 
lake bed slightly less dry than we’d 
thought. But I’m not complaining 
about lake-side lodging. Even 
though there weren’t many people 
around, the lake was home to a few 
migratory bird species, which was a 
welcome sight after being cooped up 
at home for the past three months.

The monsoon threatened to 
literally rain on our parade, but it 
did hold for the time we were out 
in the open. We did have a tent to 
sleep in, but you know what’s more 
comfortable than sleeping on hard-
packed mud? Sleeping on ventilated 

The Radeon is so light, I can push it in with my paunch

It’s a snug fit. We did take the mirrors off to make sure it clears the rear sunroofEverything you need in one frame

My reading nook is better than yours!

Building a following in the middle of nowhere
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There is something to be 
said for participating in a 
virtual race from the back 
of an MPV

seats in a climate-controlled cabin. 
I also snuck in a foam mattress in 
case any of the others wanted to 
join in on the party, and it proved 
very handy indeed. Many will tell 
you that braving the elements and 
waking up with back pain builds 
character, but I’ll take sleeping in 
the air-conditioned comfort of a car 
over that any day of the week. And 
twice on days when mosquitoes the 
size of golf balls were roving  
for flesh.

All that is fine, but why do 
I have friends along on what 
was supposed to be a solitary 
adventure? It’s a whole lot more 
fun, that’s why. At the destination, 
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there’s more than enough land for 
us to distance ourselves from one 
another, that’s for sure, but even 
inside the car, with one person to a 
row of seating, it’s not hard to keep 
a distance.

Okay, I’ll admit, I’m not a huge 
fan of camping. It’s a stupid thing 
to say, considering I was miles away 
from the nearest settlement. I do 
love the outdoors, and I did plan 
this trip, but it does get boring very 
quickly. There’s only so long you 
can stare at a cloud before it starts 
to resemble the Netflix logo. You 
must be wondering why I bothered 
to come here in the first place. Well, 
that’s because I had a secret plan to 

How’s this for an immersive simulator rig? It even moves under its own power!
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convert the Carnival into my own 
personal gaming den! You see, it 
comes with a 240V inverter built 
right in and a couple of screens 
that were ripe for conversion into a 
makeshift battlestation.

Include the aforementioned 4G 
internet connection and my gaming 
rig was up and running in no time. 
There is something to be said for 
participating in a virtual race from 
the back of an MPV. The screens 
can also play movies/videos if 
that’s more your speed. You can 
do just about anything here that 
you would do in the sitting room of 
your house. It can be your reading 
nook or your concert hall or any 
infinite number of things. So there 
you have it. This is what you do if 
you want to go camping without 
leaving the comforts of home life 
behind. If social distancing were a 
competition, I think it’s safe to say 
the Kia Carnival wins hands down!■
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If social distancing 
were a competition, 
the Kia Carnival wins 
hands down
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SHOW ‘N’ TELL
M O T O R I N G  W O R L D  A W A R D S  2 0 2 0

WINNER’S  CIRCLE

Hatchbacks are the bread and butter of the Indian 
automotive industry. For many, these are the first cars 
that have to live up to all of their expectations. And it 
was incredibly difficult to choose the best of this sterling 
bunch. Contenders for Hatchback of the Year included 

HATCHBACK OF THE YEAR

MUV OF THE YEAR

the Maruti Suzuki Wagon R, Maruti Suzuki S-Presso, 
Ford Figo, Toyota Glanza and the Hyundai Grand i10 
Nios. There can only be one winner, though, and that is 
the Maruti Suzuki Wagon R, because of the way it just 
works, so well, and in every aspect.

tow. The Renault Triber 
is our MUV of the year 
for the masterstroke of 
packaging that Renault 
has managed to pull off. 
We’re sure there was 
some sorcery involved in 
incorporating three rows 
of seating and space for 
luggage in a sub-four-
metre footprint.

This year’s MUV class 
has contenders from 
varying price brackets, 
from the Renault Triber 
and then the Maruti 
Suzuki XL-6, and on to 
the luxurious Mercedes-
Benz V-Class. No matter 
the price, these vehicles 
let you travel in style 
with the whole family in 

It’s that time again when we look back on all the automotive launches over 
the last year and meticulously evaluate them. We’re a little behind schedule 
this year because of the ongoing pandemic, but the jury has finally decided. 
Here are the winners of the 2020 Motoring World Awards!
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COMPACT SUV OF THE YEAR

PREMIUM SUV OF THE YEAR

PREMIUM CAR OF THE YEAR

It’s no secret that everyone wants to buy an SUV. With 
a compact SUV, you get a commanding driving position, 
ample interior space for passengers and their cargo, 
and car-like driving dynamics, all in a very manageable 
package. What’s not to like? The contenders for Compact 

SUV of the Year were the Mahindra XUV 300, the Nissan 
Kicks and the Hyundai Venue. Knowing how good all 
the contenders are, it took a lot of deliberation to finally 
choose a winner. And it’s the fun-to-drive and practical 
Hyundai Venue that wins compact SUV of the Year.

SUVs simply didn’t exist, 
the X5 made the category 
its own and improved 
with each passing 
generation. The current 
fourth-generation model 
continues to impress with 
its thoughtful design and 
blistering performance, 
and that is why the BMW 
X5 is our premium SUV of 
the year.

Moving on to the premium 
SUV category, the 
contenders are from the 
same family, but couldn’t 
be more different. The 
BMW X4, X5 and X7 are 
all SUVs and they most 
certainly are premium. 
Almost 20 years ago, the 
X5 was BMW’s first foray 
into the SUV world. At 
a time when premium 

that don’t have much in 
common with each other, 
but rest assured these 
are the cars that are 
most often cross-shopped 
against one another. The 
Toyota Camry Hybrid 
checks all the right 
boxes in this segment. It 
is spacious, frugal and 
reliable to a T, and that’s 
why it takes top honours 
in this category.

The premium car segment 
is one of the most hotly 
contested segments in our 
market. This segment is all 
about passenger comfort, 
effortless performance and 
reliability. Our contenders 
for this category include the 
Toyota Camry Hybrid, the 
Honda Civic, the Hyundai 
Elantra and the BMW 
3 Series. It may sound 
like a motley crew of cars 
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The luxury car segment 
has evolved significantly 
over the last few years. 
The category went from 
representing state rooms 
on wheels to cars that take 
a more holistic approach 
to luxury. It’s not enough 
to just be comfortable 
anymore; to be truly 
luxurious, a car must be 
reliable, powerful, packed 
with tech and striking 

There are certain intangible elements to 
a car that make it endearing. Well, the 
design isn’t one of them; it’s the first 
thing you’ll notice about a car and can 
very likely play a pivotal role in your 
purchase decision. It should come as 
no surprise, then, that the Kia Seltos 
wins the Design of the Year award. It 
immediately stands out from the crowd 
in its segment, which is no easy feat 
these days, considering how crowded 
the segment is.

to look at, all while still 
being comfortable. Our 
contenders in this category 
are the BMW 7 Series, 
the Audi A6, the Rolls-
Royce Cullinan and the 
Mercedes-Benz C-Class 
Coupé. While all of these 
vehicles embody true 
luxury, one vehicle goes 
above and beyond. That 
is, of course, the BMW 7 
Series.

Now this is a category that needs 
no introduction at all. This year’s 
performance car contenders run 
the gamut of drivetrain layouts, 
from the front-engined front-
wheel-drive Mini Cooper JCW to 
the front-engined rear-wheel-drive 
BMW Z4, and finally the rear-
engined rear-wheel-drive Porsche 
911. There is some serious 
performance machinery on display 
here, but the Mini takes top 
honours in this class for its ability 
to put a smile on your face every 
time you get behind the wheel, and 
its (relative) accessibility compared 
to the competition.

LUXURY CAR OF THE YEAR

DESIGN OF THE YEAR

PERFORMANCE CAR OF THE YEAR
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Rising fuel prices should 
be  reason enough to 
switch over to an electric 
vehicle right now, but 
the Hyundai Kona, our 
EV of the year, gives us 
many more reasons to 
make the switch. Apart 
from the low running 

Now we arrive at our big-ticket 
item, the Car of the Year. Every 
year, we choose one vehicle that 
best represents the progress 
we’ve made over the past year. 
More often than not, it’s a 
vehicle that advances not only 
its segment, but the automotive 
industry as a whole. This year, 
that honour goes to the Hyundai 
Venue. When you take into 
consideration the fact that the 
Venue is a true all-rounder, it’s 
not hard to see why our jury 
unanimously chose it as our Car 
of the Year.

costs, it also offers 
excellent acceleration and 
a comprehensive suite of 
tech to keep you occupied. 
An ARAI-rated range 
of 452 km on a single 
charge means the Kona 
eliminates range anxiety 
altogether!

EV OF THE YEAR

CAR OF THE YEAR
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COMMUTER OF THE YEAR

PREMIUM COMMUTER OF THE YEAR 

It’s the lion’s share of the Indian two-wheeler 
industry. The manufacturer that achieves 
top honours in the segment has undoubtedly 
got the formula right to become the people’s 
choice for personal transportation. This year, 
owing to the transition from BS4 to BS6, many 
brands opted to meet the required emission 
compliances without altering existing products 
too much. However, some chose to use it as an 
opportunity to revamp their products in design 
as well as technology. The contenders for the 
Commuter of the Year award include the Honda 
SP 125 and two bikes from Bajaj, the Pulsar 
125 and the CT 100. Claiming the award with 
the highest points was by the refined and well-
updated Honda SP 125.

A new segment has been evolving over the last few years, creating 
its own space between the commuter and premium motorcycle 
categories. This new segment chiefly comprises buyers who want 
something that is exciting yet comfortable to make their daily 
commuting a lot more enjoyable. For this year, the contenders include 
the FZ V 3.0 and MT-15 from Yamaha, the XPulse 200 and Xtreme 
200S from Hero MotoCorp, the KTM RC 125, the Suzuki Gixxer 250, 
and the Bajaj Avenger 160. Emerging as the winner from this varied 
genre of motorcycles is the sporty and fun Yamaha MT-15.
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PREMIUM MOTORCYCLE 
OF THE YEAR

SCOOTER OF THE YEAR

The premium motorcycle segment comprises 
motorcycles that are designed keeping the 
looks, performance and handling at the 
forefront, and also without leaving their buyers 
with a big hole in the pocket. Notably, this year 
the segment saw a large number of contenders 
competing for the title. The nominations are the 
Honda CB300R, Bajaj Dominar 400, Suzuki 
Gixxer 250 and three bikes from Benelli, the 
Imperiale 400, Leoncino 250 and Leoncino 
500. And the winner for this year’s premium 
motorcycle of the year award is the Honda 
CB300R, with its fantastic looks and even 
better performance. A true Honda! 

Gearless scooters are a major alternative 
in the commuter market. Ease of riding 
and the added utility of storage are 
the two main reasons for this. But 
manufacturers haven’t stopped at that 
and have equipped scooters with features 
and tech that are, in some cases, not 
even offered in motorcycles. On that 
note, the contenders for this year include 
the Activa 125 from Honda, and the 
Pleasure+ 110 and Maestro Edge 125 
from Hero MotoCorp. Bagging the award 
in this category by a sizeable margin is 
the Activa 125, with its several segment-
first features and notable technological 
improvements.
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DESIGN OF THE YEAR 

ADVENTURE BIKE OF THE YEAR

The design of a motorcycle is an 
indispensable aspect that decides 
the fate of a product. Its every design 
team’s responsibility to strike the 
correct equilibrium between form and 
function, while retaining the purpose 
and theme of a product. Out of the 
three contenders comprising the 
Indian FTR 1200, Triumph Scrambler 
1200 and the Honda CB1000R+, the 
historic-yet-contemporary Indian FTR 
1200 emerged to claim the Design of 
the Year award. One look at that flat-
track-inspired bike is enough, we say. 

The trend of adventure bikes has witnessed a 
dramatic rise in recent times. The accessibility of 
being able to ride comfortably over long distances 
on and off paved roads is a huge extension to 
what motorcycles were capable of. With each year, 
manufacturers are adding adventure-focused 
bikes to their portfolio while existing ones are 
being replaced with much improved versions to 
offer the best of both worlds. For this year, the 
nominations include the Benelli TRK 502, Ducati 
Multistrada 1260 Enduro, Kawasaki Versys 1000 
and BMW Motorrad’s R 1250 GS, R 1250 GSA and 
F 850 GS. After a close competition, bagging the 
Adventure Bike of the Year award for this year is 
none other than the BMW Motorrad R 1250 GS, 
the continuation of an off-roading legend!
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PERFORMANCE MOTORCYCLE OF THE YEAR

MOTORCYCLE OF THE YEAR

This category of motorcycles defines 
what outright performance is all about. 
It is not only about speed but the 
ability of the motorcycle once you’ve 
entered the twisties, too; as they say, 
‘Speed is nothing without control.’ 
We have an exhaustive list of bikes 
competing for this title: the Kawasaki 
Ninja ZX-6R, BMW S 1000 RR, Ducati 
Diavel 1260, KTM 790 Duke, Indian 
FTR 1200, Triumph’s Street Twin, 
Street Scrambler, Scrambler 1200 and 
Speed Twin, and lastly from Honda, 
the CBR1000RR Fireblade, CB1000R+ 
and the CBR650R. We won’t deny 
that it was a tough decision to choose 
a winner among all these capable 
contenders, but we had to select one 
— and it could only be the scalpel, the 
KTM 790 Duke.

It all comes down to this. Across different 
segments and varied types of motorcycles, it’s all 
about the best that the two-wheeler industry has 
to offer this year. Of the entire lot, we managed 
to shortlist the ones that made a mark in their 
own respective segments, redefining them, and 
also setting a new standard as a product. The 
nominations include the Hero MotoCorp XPulse 
200, Honda CB300R, Suzuki Gixxer 250, Honda 
SP 125, and the Yamaha MT-15. And as you 
can see in the adjoining image, it is the newest 
entrant in the 250cc space, the Suzuki Gixxer 
250 to have claimed Motoring World Motorcycle 
of the Year award. We’d appreciate Suzuki 
Motorcycles India for providing us with an all-
rounded product, and also congratulate all the 
manufacturers and their respective products 
that made it to the final list. A round  
of applause, ladies and gentlemen!
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Hyundai’s Grand i10 Nios is 
the perfect car for you

A LOT 
MORE

SPECIAL FEATURE | HYUNDAI GRAND i10 NIOS
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adorned with unique G-i10 badging as 
well. The sweeping body lines break up 
the monotony of the sides and give it the 
appearance of moving while its standing 
still. Diamond-cut alloys are well-suited 
to the proportions of the car and give it a 
menacing stance on the roads.

From the back, the Grand i10 Nios is 
unmistakably a Hyundai, but if you had 
any doubt, the Hyundai logo in the middle 
of the hatch clears things up. A subtle 
spoiler and wide-set tail-lamps round out 
the rear. Overall, the Hyundai Grand i10 
Nios is a great car to look at, and that’s 
only helped by its stunning aqua teal  
paint job.

The interior of the Grand i10 Nios 
is a refreshing departure from regular 
hatchbacks; you won’t find a boring 

ambience here. For starters, the Grand 
i10 Nios has the largest cabin in its class, 
and that’s immediately evident when you 
step inside the car. The dashboard has 
a very premium design to it with a very 
tactile, wavy finish to the touch surfaces. 
You can choose between this semi-fabric 
gray interior you see in the pictures, which 
is light and airy, or a more sporty black 
interior with your choice of red or aqua 
teal inserts.

No matter which combination you 
choose, you’re treated to some of the 
most supportive seats in the segment. 
The one-piece front seat backs provide 
adequate lumbar support, leaving you 
refreshed after a long drive. Rear seat 
passengers not only get adjustable 
headrests, they also get dedicated HVAC 

The word ‘Nios’ means ‘more’ 
in Irish, and that word most 
accurately captures the essence 
of the Hyundai Grand i10 Nios. 

In every aspect, the car offers that little 
extra beyond the status quo. The Grand 
i10 Nios is a sporty hatchback that is 
comfortable in its shoes; it doesn’t need to 
pretend to be a crossover. A bold, glossy 
black, cascading grille greets you up front, 
with swept-back projector headlamps 
flanking it. Boomerang-shaped LED DRLs 
and projector foglamps add additional 
character to the front end. From the side, 
the first thing you’ll notice is the large 
Daylight Opening (DLO), which allows a lot 
of light to enter the cabin.

The floating-roof effect is reinforced by 
the blackened-out C-pillars, which come 

The stylish interior has everything you need AMT is a breeze in the city Torquey diesel is rare in its segment
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The Grand i10 Nios 
glides over bad 
roads, soaking up 
everything in its path
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vents in the back for added comfort. The 
octagonal, wavy texture makes its way 
to the rear door pads as well. The gauge 
cluster and the infotainment screen share 
a glossy black surround which, along with 
the textured panels, give the Grand i10 
Nios a unique identity.

You’ll never want for features in the 
Nios, of course. Steering-mounted controls 
and a leather-wrapped wheel are about 
par for the course, but the Grand i10 Nios 
goes beyond that with integrated wireless 
charging for your phones, the largest 
touchscreen infotainment system in the 
segment and the ability to see the feed 
from the rear-view camera constantly. This 
last feature is especially handy when you 
have passengers in the rear seat.

You can have the Grand i10 Nios in 
your choice of BS6-compliant petrol, 
diesel or turbo-petrol engines. The 81-bhp 
1.2-litre petrol engine is available with 
either a 5-speed manual transmission or a 
5-speed automated manual transmission. 
You can even spec it with a CNG kit 
straight from the factory!

At a time when the rest of the segment 

is moving away from smaller diesel 
engines, Hyundai provides Nios owners 
with the option of a 1.2-litre 74-bhp diesel 
engine with either a 5-speed manual 
transmission or a 5-speed AMT. The 
newest, and our favourite, addition to 
the Grand i10 Nios engine line-up is the 
1.0-litre three-cylinder turbo-petrol engine. 
It’s the same unit we’ve seen in other 
Hyundai cars and in this application, it 
makes a healthy 99 bhp of peak power. 
In a car as light as the Grand i10 Nios, it 
transforms it into a proper hot hatch!

Now, speaking of weight, the Grand 
i10 Nios makes use of a lot of high 
strength steel and advanced high strength 
steel; up to 65 per cent of it in its body 
structure, which not only reduces the 
weight of the car, but increases rigidity as 
well. This, along with dual airbags, ABS 
with EBD and seat-belt pretensioners 
ensure passenger safety in the event  
of a collision.

The added rigidity to the structure also 
means that the suspension can do its job 
properly. The Grand i10 Nios glides over 
bad roads, soaking up everything in its 

path without so much as a squeak from 
the suspension. Rear seat passengers, 
especially, can take full advantage of this 
ride comfort and arrive at their destination 
fully relaxed. The electronic power 
steering is weighted perfectly to navigate 
tight city streets. Combine that with the 
AMT and you have a formidable city car. 
That’s not to say that the handling is 
compromised in any way, though. Once 
roads open up, the Grand i10 Nios is very 
eager to attack corners indeed.

With three interior colour options and 
six different powertrain options to choose 
from, it’s not hard to find the version that 
suits your needs perfectly. And when you 
do find the right one, you can complete 
the buying process through Hyundai’s 
Click To Buy online portal right from the 
comfort of your home. The cherry on top 
of this already compelling package is 
Hyundai’s wonder warranty, which allows 
you to choose the exact term and mileage 
that suits your usage. Coverage options 
include 3 years and 1,00,000 km, 4 years 
and 50,000 km to 5 years and 40,000 km. 
So what are you waiting for?
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SHORT SHIFT
V O L K S W A G E N  P O L O  1 . 0  T S I

The new engine breathes life into the Volkswagen Polo
By Aditya Upadhyaula  Photographs Kaizad Adil Darukhanawala

WARMED UPWARMED UP

the updated Volkswagen Polo, for 
example. The feisty 1.2-litre GT TSI 
model has essentially been replaced 
by this model with a 1.0-litre 
turbocharged three-cylinder unit. 
Surprisingly, with 108 bhp on tap, 
power is actually up by 4 bhp and 
torque remains the same. Sure, 
the new engine makes its power at 

higher rpm, but that’s just part of 
the fun.

From the moment you turn it 
on, you are aware that it is a three-
cylinder engine, with its distinct 
thrum at idle. Once on the move, 
however, you just about forget that. 
There is some noticeable turbo lag 
low in the rev range. You’re not 

Globally, downsizing is the name 
of the game in the auto industry. 
Thirsty V8s are being replaced with 
V6s, and V6s are making way for 
fuel-efficient turbo-fours. In our 
market, where we already have 
small engines, I didn’t think we 
could downsize them any further, 
but as it turns out, we can! Take 
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means you won’t be hearing much 
road noise in the cabin.

Speaking of the cabin, it’s the 
one area where the car shows its 
age. The touchscreen infotainment 
is smaller than its competition and 
the dashboard design itself is plain. 
Space for front-seat passengers 
is good, but even with thinner 
seatbacks, rear-seat legroom isn’t 
anything to write home about. 
Externally, the Polo hasn’t changed 
much since its launch 10 years 
ago, but the recent refresh, with 
reprofiled bumpers and a subtle 
body kit means it still looks quite 
handsome. It’s a very clean design 
that’s aged very well, much better 
than the other cars of that time, 
that’s for sure! This Polo proves 
that downsizing isn’t always a 
bad thing. It may not have the 
pure acceleration or technological 
prowess of the outgoing model, but 
what you end up with is a car that is 
more fun to drive and easier on the 
pocket, too! ■

going to be making brisk progress 
until you accelerate beyond 2000 
rpm, with the car really coming alive 
after about 2500 rpm. Along for the 
ride this time around is a 6-speed 
manual transmission. You’re never 
going to match the shift speeds 
of the dual-clutch DSG, but it’s 
much more satisfying to row your 
own gears on this gearbox. The 
ratios are well-spaced and the new 
transmission is a great match for 
the engine’s power delivery. The 
clutch has an engagement point 
that’s a little too high for me, leading 
to some awkward leg placement, 
but you don’t notice it when you’re 
hustling the car along.

For a platform that’s over a 
decade old, it also rides and handles 
surprisingly well, helped by new 
16-inch wheels with 195-section 
rubber. Larger bumps do unsettle 
the car, but the car takes everything 
else in its stride. You get the same 
tank-like build quality Volkswagen’s 
been known for all this while, which 

This Polo 
proves that 
downsizing 
isn’t always 
a bad thing

VOLKSWAGEN 
POLO 1.0 TSI
POWERTRAIN

Displacement  999cc, I-3, turbo-petrol

Max power 108 bhp@5000-5500 rpm

Max torque 17.8 kgm@1750-4000 rpm

Transmission 6-speed, manual

TYRES

F/R 195/65 R16

DIMENSIONS

L/W/H (mm) 3971/1682/1469

Wheelbase 2470 mm

Kerb weight 1072 kg

Fuel tank capacity 45 litres

PRICE ` 8.02  LAKH
 (ex-showroom, Mumbai)

The interior is starting to show its age Exterior is stil sharp

Gauges are easy to read

Six-speed ‘box is great to use
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What is it?
Bikeratti Meridian Gloves.
Is it any good?
Yes, and it is made from 
full-grain cowhide in 
combination with the 
Double Dry TechnoHold 
feature which allows the 
gloves to be breathable and 
waterproof at the same 
time. To top it off, the 
construction has a layer 
of fleece, too, making it 

What is it?
Held EverDry Waterproof 
Touring Gloves.
Is it any good?
Want one more option for 
waterproof touring gloves? 
Made from leather-textile 
mixed construction, 
these EverDry Touring 
Gloves from Held come 
with a special OUTDRY 

membrane that has 
lamination on the outer 
side making it waterproof 
and windproof while still 
being breathable. The side 
of the hand and ball of 
the thumb are reinforced 
with leather and Schoeller-
Keprotec, upping the 
safety game. It also has 
3M Scotchlite reflectors 

running along the length 
of the fingers for maximum 
visibility. Lastly, this one 
is also equipped with an 
integrated visor wiper and 
velcro adjustment at the 
wrists and cuffs.
How much?
` 6,499
Where?
www.lazyassbikers.com

What is it?
Ixon Pro Tenere Gloves.
Is it any good?
Probably the comfiest 
gloves of the lot. These Pro 
Tenere gloves by Ixon are 
constructed using a soft 
micropolar inner lining 
on the palm side and 
velvety polar on the back 
side. Talk about attention 
to detail. Meanwhile, 
the outer fabric is 
waterproof yet breathable 
that is accompanied by 
reinforcement on the 
sidewall and bottom palm, 
and knuckle protection 
for safety. In addition to 
that, there are long cuffs 
with elasticated wrists and 
tightening straps, and flex 
on the fingers and back 
of the hand. The index 
fingers are touchscreen-
compatible as well. 
How much?
` 5,500
Where?
www.performanceracing.in

What is it?
Shima Inverno 
Waterproof Winter 
Touring Gloves.
Is it any good?
A pair of touring gloves in 
design, these units from 
Shima make for seriously 
good wet-weather riding. 
Apart from featuring all 
the necessary protectors, 
the gloves also offer a 
host of textures, from 
3M Thinsulate heat 
insulation lining to 
NextDry waterproof 
membrane, all in the 
effort to keep your hand 
safe and dry. There’s 
also a visor wiper and a 
reflective panel making 
sure you have visibility 
and are visible to  
others, too.
How much?
` 4,999
Where?
www.gthouse.shop

a pair of gloves that are 
wearable all around the 
year and for all-day use. 
The folks at Bikeratti have 
paid special attention to 
tactility ensuring that 
the user is not out of 
their comfort zone while 
gripping the ’bars.
How much?
` 3,990
Where?
www.lazyassbikers.com

HANDS ON!
Planning to head out in the 
rain? We list the best rain-riding 
gloves for under ` 10,000

KITBAG
B AG G I N G  I T
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TALK WRENCH
F O R K  O I L  R E P L AC E M E N T

FORK OIL SERVICE
NOISE CONTROL
I took possession of my new Jawa 42 

in January. Since then, I have ridden 

it for over 2000 km and I absolutely 

love it. However, for the past 3 months 

it hasn’t been ridden much because of 

the COVID-19 pandemic. I have noticed 

that there is a clicking sound that has 

begun which was never there. It is very 

pronounced at idle. What could it be?

 Vikram Kukreja 

Hi there!

Congratulations on your latest acquisition. 

We hope that it will give you many years of 

trouble free riding pleasure. 

With regard to your query, the exact 

origin of that sound would be impossible 

to tell without having the bike standing 

in front of me. But from your description, 

I reckon that it could be due to a sticky 

camshaft chain tensioner. In any case, 

please visit your nearest Jawa dealer 

to have it sorted out as fiddling with it 

yourself could make things worse and void 

the warranty of your machine. 

Fork oil, too, needs periodic replacement. 
Here’s how you can do it

Your motorcycle’s forks utilise 
oil for their functioning. Unless of 
course, they are of the pneumatic 
kind that use air instead. But most 
motorcycle these days employ 
hydraulic forks up front any way and 
so that’s the sort we’ll talk about in 
this issue. 

As you ride your motorcycle, the 
forks keep oscillating and every 
time they go up and down, the oil 
contained within them is hard at 
work. The oil quality degrades over 
a period of time and hence it is 
imperative that you change the fork 
oil at least once every year. 

Here’s how you can do that on 
your motorcycle. 

• Do this for one fork at a time. 
Loosen the bottom triple clamp 
pinch bolt for the respective fork 
and then the one on the top clamp. 
Place the fork in the soft jawed vice 
and do not overtighten it. 

• Using the appropriate socket, open 
the top nut of the fork. Note the 
order of the spacers, shims and 
the orientation of the springs as 
they come out. There is no need 
to dismantle the pump and pull 
out the stanchions unless the oil 
seals need to be changed. Invert 
the fork and let the oil drain 
out completely. Clean the parts 
thoroughly with kerosene and refit 
only when they’re dry. Pour in the 
manufacturer-specified quantity 
of oil. Then, gently pump the 
stanchion 10 times to make sure 
the air bubbles have been primed 
out of the system.

• Refit everything in the opposite 
order of the disassembly. ■

Tools needed
Box spanner set, new fork oil of 
the required quantity and grade, 
container for the old oil, clean 
cotton rags, soft jawed vice

Procedure:
• Park the bike on its main stand 

in such a way that it is stable 
and the front wheel can be 
lifted off the ground. 

• Remove the front wheel. Make 
note of the arrangement of 
the spacers, if any. Inspect 
the front wheel bearings and 
brake pads/shoes and replace 
if needed. Remove the front 
mudguard.
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MATCH MAKING
Two strokes utilise ports to send the air 
fuel mixture from the carburettor into the 
crankcase and from there to the combustion 
chamber and ultimately, the burnt gases out 
through the silencer. 

Hence, the dimensions of the ports need to 
be on point and exacting to the design if the 
engine is to run like the engineers intended. 
However, due to mass 
scale production and 
cost reduction, some 
compromises are made at 
the factory and although 
the ports are good 
enough for the engine to 
run adequately well, they 
are sometimes slightly 
out of spec.

Here is where you 
come in. When you 
rebuild your two stroke 
next, make sure that 
you take the time to dry 
assemble everything 
before you actually put 
it together. It is not 
uncommon to find the 
transfer ports on the 
casings to be slightly 
mismatched with those 
on the bottom of the 
block. With the Vespa 
and Vespa clone scooters, 
the inlet port needs to 

be matched to the carburettor block as well. The 
removal of the required material is best done with 
a rotary tool fitted with a carbide tip but if this is 
not available, a file would do just as well; although 
it is a far longer process. 

And then, put on the gaskets and check if they 
match the openings perfectly. If they are found 
to be smaller, widening them to match would 

be a good idea. When you 
actually see the way the 
company put them together, 
it is remarkable how these 
engines actually ran as well 
as they did, 

Now, after you match 
the ports, do not expect the 
motor to double its output. 
The removal of metal might 
appear to be drastic, but in 
reality, it isn’t because the 
port timings will still remain 
unaltered. Although the 
horsepower and torque gains 
won’t be significant enough to 
beat the competition on the 
drag strip, what will certainly 
improve would be the 
refinement of the engine. The 
motor will definitely idle and 
run better. And let’s not forget 
the satisfaction of knowing 
that you helped bring the 
engine up to the spec that its 
designers had desired. ■

SMOKING LOUNGE
PORT MATCHING

It takes some work to get things to pair up
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THE GRAPEVINE

Triumph has upped the game in the 
adventure-touring segment by launching 
the all-new Tiger 900. With prices ranging 
from  ` 13.7 lakh to  ` 15.5 lakh, depend-
ing on the variant, the new Tiger 900 
features a new 888cc inline-three motor 
with a 1-3-2 firing order that completely 
changes the character of the motorcycle. 
Furthermore, the bike is equipped with 45-
mm USD forks up front and a monoshock 
at the rear. The bike comes with top-spec 
Brembo Stylema braking hardware. Other 
features include four riding modes with 
additional rider-configurable modes, Blue-
tooth connectivity, a bi-directional quick-
shifter, and a type pressure monitoring 
system. We just can’t wait to get our hands 
on one again!

If Bumblebee ever wanted to transform himself into a two-wheeled machine, 
the all-new Grazia would probably be it. Just look at it. Razor-sharp from 
every angle, a well-thought-out combination of body-coloured and black pan-
els, and most importantly, the new split LED headlamps and reprofiled tail-
lamps give the Grazia a completely fresh appeal. It gets all the goodies from 
the Activa 6G including the idle start-stop system, the ACG starter motor, and 
also a new digital instrument cluster. Powered by a BS6-compliant 124cc unit, 
the Grazia now has a higher ground clearance compared to its predecessor. 
It’s available in four colour shades, Matte Cyber Yellow being the new addition 
that we like. Autobots assemble!

BEE G

Making its foray into the Indian electric two-wheeler 
market is BGauss, a new automobile brand that has 
unveiled two new electric scooters. Christened the 
A2 and B8, the former is capable of achieving a top 
speed of 25 kph and has a range of 110 km on a full 
charge. The latter is a more spirited scooter that can 
achieve a top speed of 50 kph and range of 70-78 km. 
Both scooters are equipped with a long list of features 
that include AI-enabled technology, riding modes and 
anti-theft security. BGauss will commence sales of its 
products in the following month.

NEW BEGINNINGS

ADVENTURE READY
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If you thought the Ducati Panigale V4R 
is a manic bike, which it is, be ready to 
witness an even more lunatic version 
of the motorcycle in the form of the 
Superleggera V4. The MotoGP-derived 
road-legal bike has officially entered 
production at Ducati’s Borgo Pani-
gale plant in Italy. With production 
limited to only 500 units to maintain 
its exclusivity, the Superleggera V4 
is the pinnacle of what Ducati has 
to offer. The bike has bi-plane wing-
lets for additional downforce, while 
the extensive use of carbon-fibre has 

Honda has launched its most affordable 
bike, the CD 110 Dream, in its BS6 avatar. 
Priced at ` 62,729, the bike features a fu-
el-injected 110c motor along with Honda’s 
silent-start feature. Furthermore, for a 
limited period, the bike is offered with an 
extended six-year warranty for free over the 
standard three-year one.

Launched last August, Bajaj has 
updated the commuter-centric Pulsar 
125 with split seats along with new 3D 
graphics and other cosmetic highlights. 
Available in three colour schemes, Bajaj 
is retailing the Pulsar 125 at ` 79,091, 
ex-Delhi.

Hero has launched a more affordable 
kick-start version of its entry-level mo-
torcycle, the HF Deluxe. Available in two 
variants, the bike is powered by a 100cc 
motor which is now fuel-injected. Cheaper 
by ` 10,000 than the electric-start version, 
expect the HF Deluxe to bag in more sales.

GP DREAMS

STEALTH MODE

FASHION CHIC

DREAM 100

SPLIT-SEAT

KICK-STARTER

71

If you are not a fan of chrome or 
any kind of bling on your motorbike, 
chances are you will fall in love with 
the Black Editions of the T100 and 
T120 launched by Triumph. Both 
bikes come with blacked-out treatment 
on the wheels, headlamp bezel, engine 
and also the peashooter exhausts. The 
T120 gets a brown leather seat instead 
of a black one which ups its style quo-
tient. In terms of mechanicals, both 
bikes are identical to their standard 
variants. Triumph is offering an array 
of customisation options for buyers to 
further personalise the bike.

sits behind the saddle that’s covered in 
Dior’s Oblique pattern, which can be 
seen on the included helmet as well. All 
set to ride onto the ramp, then?
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resulted in weight savings of 40 kg! To 
make the ownership experience even 
more exclusive, Ducati is offering each 
Superleggera V4 customer a chance to 
ride the WSBK-spec Panigale V4R at 
Mugello. Beat that!

If Vespa scooters are to be recognised 
as fashion models of the two-wheel-
er industry, then this one-of-a-kind 
Vespa 946 is the showstopper for all 
to gaze at. Built in collaboration with 
Parisian couture house Dior, this 
special edition is based on the Vespa 
946 and has been styled along with a 
host of fashion accessories to match. 
The Dior edition comes with exclusive 
exterior paint, blue leather saddle 
and matching grips. It also features 
gold surrounds made with the help of 
Dior’s design department. A top case 



The Himalayan meets its 
mountaineering ancestor, the Sherpa 

TANK SLAPPER
ROYAL ENFIELD HIMALAYAN 
& SHERPA

By Janak Sorap  Photographs Kaizad Adil Darukhanawala

PEAK HOUR
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As a motorcycle brand, Royal 
Enfield has taught its owners about 
patience, perseverance and emotion. 
It has also reminded them to head 
to the Himalayas once every year 
depending upon availability of 
vacation days. By now, every desk 
jockey worth his salted peanuts 
knows of the RE Himalayan; without 
doubt, it’s a motorcycle that has 
carried many an office worker 
through well-deserved daydreams. 
However, it’s not the first mountain-
themed bike RE sold in India. 
Surprised? Well, hold on to your 
Diamox, and say hello to the Sherpa. 

From 1963 to 1970, RE sold the 
Sherpa in India, at a time when the 
company’s identity was the Bullet 
which a lot of people couldn’t afford. 
Whether there were budgetary 
constraints or just that the Bullet 
was a lot of a motorcycle for some 
to handle, a smaller-yet-capable 
bike wasn’t a bad idea at all. It was 
touted to be reliable and rugged 
while also being comfortable with 
adequate performance. It was a 
motorcycle that was mainly built on 
the scale of economy and safety.

The Himalayan, as we know, is 
an adventure-touring motorcycle 

that carved a new direction in the 
company’s product portfolio. Yes, 
it did embark on its journey with 
the wrong foot as the first-gen 
bikes were plagued with quality 
issues, but with the current BS6 
model seen here, the shortcomings 
are all but gone. The Himalayan is 
now as strong as it was expected 
to be in the first place, willing to 
ride into the wilderness without 
breaking a sweat.

With the difference in their 
eras and purposes, one might 
argue that the Himalayan and 
the Sherpa have nothing more in 
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common apart from the mountain-
themed names. However, the more 
time I spent observing and riding the 
bikes together, the more similarities 
emerged. From the spoked wheels 
to the round headlamps that never 
become old, to the similarly shaped 
fuel tanks, there are links to the 
past that connect to the present. 
Both bikes do not portray a sense 
of emergency on the go — which 
doesn’t matter because the ones who 
ride these machines don’t, either. 
But if you asked what they had to 
offer, well, it would be safe to say 

that come rain, hail, sunshine, or 
even an apocalyptic scenario or two, 
these bikes will ensure that you will 
eventually reach your destination.

The Sherpa isn’t powered by a 
peppy mill that’ll clock record times, 
but instead it employs a 173cc 
Villiers single 2L series two-stroker 
that was coupled to a 4-speed box 
using a multi-plate clutch assembly. 
These features might be insignificant 
now, but back then it gave the 
Sherpa an edge over its competition. 
The Himalayan is powered by a 
modern engine that Royal Enfield 

had specially developed for the 
dual-purpose bike. Powered by 
a long-stroke LS 410 overhead 
camshaft unit with oil-cooling, the 
Himalayan might not be as fast as 
bikes that are half its displacement 
— but it wasn’t built for salt flats or 
drag strips. A glance at the digital 
compass on its clocks will tell you 
that better than I can. 

On the go, the Himalayan was the 
Sherpa’s obvious superior, on the 
road and off it. Of course. Knowing 
that riders will spend a lot of time 
in the saddle, RE ensured a most 
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The Sherpa might not 
be as quick or agile as 
the Himalayan, but...

Transition from a single-pod to multiple ones says a lot about evolution, no?

Decades apart yet the same emotion Round headlamps just never get old

comfortable riding triangle without 
compromising on manoeuvrability. 
The long-travel suspension easily 
soaks up nasty bumps and can 
even take on a good amount of 
off-roading including technical 
obstacles. The Sherpa might not be 
as quick or agile as the Himalayan, 
but neither did it show any signs 
of incompetence or inability to 
complete a task. 

The Sherpa had tricks up its 
sleeves which began to show 
themselves as I spent more and 
more time riding it. Where other 
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One might expect a 
motorcycle from the 
’60s to huff and puff in 
challenging terrain... 
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two-strokers of its era would run out 
of breath on opening the throttle, 
the Sherpa had a powerband to 
play with, making for a fun ride. 
Meanwhile, when riding off the 
paved roads, keeping the bike in the 
second cog, the tall gearing made 
the Sherpa putter ahead without 
deviation or bogging down. One 
might expect a motorcycle from the 
’60s to huff and puff in challenging 
terrain, but that was nowhere the 
case with the Sherpa.

An even bigger surprise was 
when I learned that in 10 years 
of ownership, the owner spent a 

little over ` 6000 to maintain the 
Sherpa. Simple technology does 
have its benefits, it would seem. The 
Himalayan was the very same bike 
that I had ridden a few months ago, 
extensively for long hours and at 
speed. It was due for service back 
then and also is now, despite which 
it still continues to run like a charm. 
Regardless of what anyone says, 
I think the newer mountain-going 
RE is going to be as hardy as its 
forebear. Or at least we’ll find out if 
I’m right in 50 years’ time.  

In hindsight, age is clearly 
just a number when it comes 

to motorcycles. As humans and 
riders, the more we care about one 
another, more are the years that we 
end up living and riding. I strongly 
believe the same principles apply 
to motorcycles, too. Unlike other 
machines, Royal Enfields come with 
a sense of connection, a bond that 
requires the rider to nurture and 
protect it, which in return teaches 
us to be better beings among our 
own kind. And that’s a good thing to 
have in office. ■

A big thank you to Yusuf Kathawala 
for letting us have a go on his Sherpa!
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SHORT SHIFT
BAJAJ DOMINAR 250
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Does a smaller Dominar still 
pack a punch? 
By Janak Sorap Photographs Kaizad Adil Darukhanawala

STEPPINGSTEPPING  
STONESTONE

We all know the Dominar 400. 
It’s Bajaj’s flagship that aims at 
redefining what touring means, 
making the power-cruiser category 
accessible to Indian motorcyclists, 
a sporty option to cover long 
distances. However, not everyone 
necessarily wants or needs the 
biggest displacement around. A 
downsized Dominar makes a lot of 
sense, with its attendant benefits, 
and the Dominar 250 looks like a 
win-win situation for both Bajaj and 
riders as well. 

Now we all know the Dominar 
400 is a handsome-looking 
motorcycle. It has a beefy stance 
with well-proportioned lines that 
give it a distinctive character. 
Manufacturers usually omit some 
design aspects in smaller versions of 
bikes, which leaves them somewhat 
malnourished. But that isn’t the 
case with the Dominar 250 as it 
portrays the same personality as its 
big brother, which is a great thing. If 
one had to point out the differences, 
they’d just be the different badging 

on the tail panel, and the eye-
catching new Canyon Red livery.

The Dominar 250 also carries 
over all the goodies like the split 
instrument console, dual-channel 
ABS, and the signature all-LED 
headlamp, that make it a fantastic 
package, all with a powertrain 
derived from its KTM cousin, the 250 
Duke. For a spec check, the Dominar 
250 manages to pump out 26.6 bhp, 
which is only 3 bhp less than the 
Duke; maximum torque is also less 
by a negligible margin. Speaking 
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BAJAJ DOMINAR 250

of specs, unlike the Dominar 400 
which has Bajaj’s triple-spark-plug 
setup, the Dominar 250 does the job 
with just two. And honestly, I think 
it’s a measure that Bajaj should  
have considered at the time three 
spark plugs in a motor were  
first introduced. 

So how does it ride? Simply 
put, just like the 400. Making the 
best use of the perimeter frame, 
accompanied by the upside-down 
forks and the gas-filled monoshock 
at the back, the Dominar 250 rides 
as if it’s on rails. The lesser power on 
offer does not make the bike sluggish 
or underpowered on the go. In fact, 
that comes true due to the strong 
grip from the two contact patches 
that inspires confidence to take the 
same corner faster the next time. 
This allows a lot of freedom to have 
fun on a motorcycle without being 
intimidated by a surfeit of power. 

Now, I did feel the initial 
acceleration on dumping the 
clutch was a bit slack, but that’s 
just me and even then it’s a small 
compromise. And nothing that big 
handfuls of throttle can’t cure. 

From the confines of the city to the 
outskirts where the roads open 
up, the Dominar 250 dealt with all 
conditions with complete finesse. 
That reminds me of its fantastic 
brakes; using the 400’s setup, they 
perform like huge anchors that bite 
into the ground for quick stops. 
Furthermore, the feedback also 
allows you to modulate the pressure 
to tackle the changing road surfaces 
with ease.

Summing it up, the Dominar 
250 is definitely an option to 
consider for those who want a fast 
motorcycle at a more accessible 
price. It has enough power to keep 
you entertained along with sharp 
dynamics, thanks to its premium 
cycle parts, and it makes for a well-
rounded riding experience. Simply 
put, the Dominar 250 is a fantastic 
introduction to a powerful machine 
that lets you understand how a fast 
motorcycle behaves, reacts and most 
importantly it gives you a healthy 
dose of fun. For a lot of people, it 
might be all the bike they need. Not 
what you’d expect from a smaller 
version of a bike, right? ■

POWERTRAIN

Displacement 248.8cc, single

Max power 26.6 bhp@8500 rpm

Max torque 2.39 kgm@6500 rpm

Transmission 6-speed

CHASSIS

Type Perimeter

BRAKES

F/R 300 mm single disc / 
 230 mm single disc

SUSPENSION

F/R Upside down forks/
 Monoshock

TYRES

F/R 100/80 R17 / 130/70 R17

DIMENSIONS

L/W/H (mm) 2156/836/1112

Wheelbase 1453 mm

Ground clearance 157 mm

Seat height 800 mm

Dry weight 180 kg

Fuel capacity 13 litres

PRICE  ` 1.6 LAKH 
 (ex-showroom, Delhi)

The only give away apart from the new livery A smaller mill but still plenty powerful and refined Chiseled face with LED headlamps looks super

Probably not that intimidating to swing a leg over
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How’s this for the good old days of 
smoked-out powerbands? Epic! 

LEAN ANGLE
YAMAHA RZV500R 

By Alan Cathcart  Photographs Kyoichi Nakamura

WEAPONWEAPON
WYN’SWYN’S

It’s a long way from Okinawa, 
Japan’s most southerly island and 
the American military’s easternmost 
outpost, to Cape Canaveral and 
the NASA Space Shuttle’s blast-off 
base — half a lap of the globe, to be 
precise. But for US Air Force Major 
Wyn Belorusky Jr. and the quartet 
of limited-edition Yamaha RZV500R 
ring-ding road rockets he brought 
Stateside with him, it was a voyage 
of renaissance when he exchanged 
sub-tropical Japan for the Florida 
Space Coast, after a three-year 
posting as a C130 navigator. ‘I’m 
a born-again biker courtesy of the 
US government,’ proclaimed the 
48-year-old veteran, a peace dividend 
discard given his early retirement 
papers on a full pension by Uncle 
Sam in the wake of the Cold War’s 
conclusion, after a 17-year USAF 
career which ended with a posting 
to NASA writing Space Shuttle 
guidance system algorithms. ‘Instead 
of getting paid by the Pentagon to 
shoot rockets into space, Washington 

gives me the budget to play with the 
two-wheeled kind on the street. I’d 
say that was a pretty good peace 
dividend — wouldn’t you?’

Hard to argue with that, 
especially as Wyn’s latest weapon 
is a masterpiece of motorcycle 
art capable of arousing as much 
admiration in the parking lot of the 
local McDonalds as at the nearby 
Daytona International Speedway, 
rather than a megatron missile 
capable of obliterating half the 
world’s population. As such, it’s 
arguably the bike that Yamaha 
engineers dreamed of building back 
in 1984 when Japan’s first 500cc 
two-stroke race replica, the RZ/
RD500LC, was launched on an 
unsuspecting public, before being 
reined in by the massed ranks of 
accountants reluctant to grant too 
free an expression in street guise to 
their company’s race engineers’ title-
winning talents. 

For much as the RD500LC 
was touted during its two years of 

production in 1984-85 as a Roberts/
Lawson racer-with-lights, it wasn’t 
regretfully really that at all. Rather, it 
was Elsie Yamaha on a steroid diet, 
after a session with the surgeons 
to double up on dyno power by the 
simple means of coupling together 
two liquid-cooled RZ/RD250LC 
parallel-twin stroker motors on a 
common crankcase, to create a 50° 
V4 reed-valve sportbike with serious 
performance potential. Only, by now 
the era of the modern superbike was 
dawning, and bikes like Yamaha’s 
own 20-valve FZ750, let alone the 
RC30 that’d allow Honda to rewrite 
the rulebook for sporting streetbikes, 
were almost on us. So, the RZ/
RD500LC, like the NS400 Honda 
and RG500 Suzuki, instead became 
a niche-model footnote of J-bike 
evolution — but in doing so, it also 
became a cult bike, of which 8000 
units in all were built during its two 
years of production, according to the 
International RZ/RD Owners Group 
which Wyn helps run. Of these, a 
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bare majority were steel-framed 
bikes producing a claimed 87 bhp 
at 9500 rpm (78 bhp at the rear 
wheel) for the European, Canadian 
and Australasian markets, alongside 
a total of 3700 aluminium-chassis 
versions built exclusively for the 
Japanese home market under the 
RZV500R label, whose engine was 
detuned to 64 bhp to comply with 
Japanese legislation. 

As a serious gearhead and fan 
of 500GP racing, for Wyn getting 
posted to Japan opened up a huge 
range of possibilities. ‘I’d been biking 
since my mid-’20s, but when I got 
posted to Okinawa I sold my 900 
Ninja because I KNEW I was going to 
buy a two-stroke Yamaha soon as I 
got there,’ states Wyn with a glint in 

his eye. ‘It’s a dare-to-be-different 
bike that back then was forbidden 
fruit for us Americans. And being 
6’3” tall and weighing 109 kg, I was 
automatically disqualified from 
riding a 250 or 350 — so it had to 
be the V4!’

Back home three years later, 
Wyn set about concocting the 
ultimate GP racer-with-lights out of 
the most recent of his RZV roster, 
a late-’85 bike he aimed to turn 
into the closest thing to a 500GP 
bike you’ll ever see on the street, 
accomplished with the aid of his 
friend Steve Cisewski. ‘I can come 
up with the ideas and fabricate 
the parts — but I can’t weld,’ says 
Wyn. ‘Steve glues the parts I make 
together — we’re a good team.’ 

Wyn set 
about 
concocting 
the ultimate 
GP racer-
with-lights

The first objective was to stiffen 
the stock chassis to handle more 
power and extra suspension loads, 
as well as to achieve the Deltabox 
GP look that was Wyn’s objective. 
The steering head and rear engine 
mounts were all reinforced, the rear 
subframe is now detachable, and the 
frame cleaned up with the removal 
of unnecessary tabs, then fitted with 
a ’94 Suzuki GSX-R750 swingarm 
modified to operate the RZV500R’s 
original Öhlins shock and ‘banana-
ised’ to allow both exhausts from the 
lower pair of cylinders to exit side 
by side on the right, just like on a 
‘proper’ GP bike. 

The completed bike is clothed in a 
set of carbon-fibre bodywork sourced 
from the Team Roberts mould for 

Pipes are framed better than the Mona Lisa 

That’s a GSX-R750 swingarm in there

Individual K&N filters feed 28-mm Mikuni carbs fro each cylinder

Reinforced motor mounts to cope with the extra power
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Wayne Rainey’s 1991 YZR500 factory 
V4, fitted with a pair of 55-watt 
headlights which are in fact fog 
lamps developed for a Low Rider 
four-wheel custom cruiser that’s 
all the rage in South Florida these 
days, and matched by a carbon-
fibre fuel tank with an integral 
oil tank for the Posilube separate 
oiling system. Liberal use of exotic 
materials and a ruthless approach to 
removing unnecessary metal enabled 
Belorusky to slash the dry weight 
of the complete bike to just 134 
kg, compared to the original stock 
RZV500R’s 180 kg mark —  
and only 4 kg over the final 500GP 
weight limit! 

To deliver power to match, 
Belorusky enlisted the help of engine 
tuner B.J. MacDonald to bump the 
stock J-model RZV500R’s power 
output up from 68 bhp at the rear 
wheel to something over 100 bhp 
in its current guise. This involved 
porting the twin-crankshaft 50° V4’s 
cylinders — which still retain the 
stock YPVS power-valve system — 
reshaping the heads and re-cutting 
the squish bands, retiming the stock 
ignition, then fitting a quartet of 
28-mm Mikuni flatslides to replace 

the 26-mm stock items. These are 
surmounted by K&N filters in feeding 
each cylinder through 90° intake 
manifolds, and thence via RD/
RZ350LC reed cages modified by 
Kevin Cameron, and fitted with  
TDR reeds. 

A set of race-type expansion 
chambers are fitted, two each by rival 
Florida exhaust specialists Harry 
Barlow (uppers) and Brian Turfrey 
(lowers), but with the four silencers 
and billet alloy flange mounts all 
Wyn’s own work. OK then, Wyn: light 
blue touch paper and then please 
retire, while I seek out a quiet stretch 
of Central Florida highway, even one 
with a few turns, and get a feel for 
the first two-stroke 500cc streetbike 
I’ve ridden for a long while, ever since 
the ultimately flawed, fuel-injected 
Bimota 500 Vdue 20 years ago. So 
how does the one Wyn did stack up 
against its Italian rival?

Well, for someone fortunate to 
have track-tested a fleet of mid-
’80s factory 500GP racers, riding 
Wyn Belorusky’s racer-with-lights 
RZV500R Yamaha represents both 
a trip down memory lane and a 
what-if window on today’s sportbike 
scene, so sadly devoid of two-strokes. 

What’s most noteworthy, and 
surprising, is that Wyn’s Weapon 
should be so well-mannered, usable 
even, at road-legal speeds — and 
remember that in the USA, that 
means 55 kph in lots of places where 
we’d be doing 100 kph in Europe, 
and a top limit of 120 kph on 
freeways and four-lane highways. 

Perhaps because of that, Wyn 
has geared the bike down quite a 
way, so that the 11,500-rpm mark 
at which the estimated 100 bhp is 
delivered shows around 210 kph 
before the power tails off. That was 
confirmed by the Avocet 45 bicycle 
speedometer improbably mounted 
to the dashboard (complete with 
carefully fashioned external reading 
lamp — you must be able to see it at 
night to get that Florida licence tag!), 
which registered 170 kph when the 
race-style ‘80s tacho measured 9500 
rpm. Mind you, I’d like to know when 
and where a cyclist hit that sort of 
speed without peeling the tyres off 
the rim, or launching off the side  
of an Alp! 

Even with the smaller 17-inch 
wheels, the Yamaha feels just like 
a late-’80s GP racer to sit on, and 
is paradoxically smaller than most 
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of the final generation of four-
cylinder 500GP bikes were — in 
turn reflecting the greatly reduced 
amount of power its aluminium twin-
spar chassis is called upon to put to 
the ground. It feels very small for a 
500 V4 — light and quite compact, 
though the footrests are VERY high, 
reflecting the grip level delivered by 
the D207 Dunlops, which together 
stick far better than GP slicks did 
back then! Kickstarting the beast 
(there’s no electric leg) is a bit of an 
acquired skill, but once you get the 
hang of it, it’s easy-peasy — though 
I’ll admit to just one run-and-bump 
push-start, just like on an early-’80s 
GP grid, when I flooded it one time 
and decided jumping up and down 
on the lever in Florida sunshine 
 was not conducive to perspiration-
free riding!

The Yamaha pulls cleanly off the 

fast 1500-rpm idle with hardly any 
clutch, and accepting full throttle 
from as low as 2500 rpm, without 
coughing or snatching the drive train 
as the smaller 26-mm stock carbs 
were apparently prone to do, when 
they weren’t popping on acceleration 
or backfiring through the intakes! 
The four Mikuni flatslides Wyn has 
fitted are perfectly set up, making 
five-minute sprint races to go get 
the milk or 20-minute GP rides to 
the local McDonalds as easy to enter 
for as on a scooter or roadster. Well, 
engine-wise, that is — the race-level 
riding position, with the dropped 
bars and quite a lot of weight on your 
forearms, plus the pathetic steering 
lock and poor low-speed handling 
make this a bike you’ll want to push 
through Ronald’s service line, rather 
than ride through!

But then head for Racer Road for 

a post-prandial blast, dial up some 
revs and light up the rear tyre with 
that trademark rasp from the four 
exhaust stingers — and prepare to 
be impressed. This is a mean-minded 
street racer that’s quite content to 
amble around town wearing a goody 
two-shoes disguise — but with the 
constant promise of wanting to rock 
‘n’ roll down the dragstrip once you 
hook down a gear or two and gas 
it up good. When that happens, 
there’s an extra dose of revs when 
the power-valves crack fully open 
at 6000 rpm, then from seven 
grand upwards you’ve got serious 
acceleration on tap, which has the 
front wheel hovering above the 
ground as the four transfer/single 
exhaust port cylinder mapping and 
those meaty exhausts by Messrs. 
Barlow and Turfrey do their thing. 

But it’s not an explosive kind of 

The Yamaha 
feels just like 
a late-’80s GP 
racer to sit on
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YAMAHA RZV500R
POWERTRAIN

Displacement 494cc, V4 

Max power 100 bhp@11,500 rpm 
 (at rear wheel)

Max torque NA 

Transmission 6-speed

CHASSIS

Type Twin-spar aluminium frame

BRAKES

F/R 320-mm twin discs /
 190-mm disc

TYRES

F/R 120/70 R17 / 180/55 R17

DIMENSIONS

L/W/H (mm) NA/NA/NA

Wheelbase 1375 mm

Ground clearance NA

Seat height NA

Dry weight 134 kg 

Fuel capacity NA

TOP SPEED 210 kph

OWNER Major Wyn Belorusky Jr. 

 (retd), Titusville, Florida, USA

power that sends the back wheel 
scrabbling on the ground if you 
happen to be cranked over round 
a turn as you cross the power 
threshold, just a suddenly much 
stronger appetite for extra revs, 
which you’re eager to satisfy via 
your right hand. Come the 11,500-
rpm power peak — two grand higher 
than the stock RZV500R — and the 
V4 reed-valve engine stops pulling, 
so it’s time to hit another gear, 
easily done via the neat little gear 
lever, though Wyn has retained the 
street-pattern shift layout. Zapping 
through the ratios as you accelerate 
out into the Florida flatlands delivers 
performance that’s genuinely 
addictive, and at least as impressive 
as and much more accessible than 
I remember the Bimota Vdue’s 
equivalent top-end power being. 
More, please — then more!

The reason a hundred-horsepower 
motorcycle gives you such a thrill 
is of course because of its light 
weight, and the diet Wyn has put 
his weapon on pays off as well in the 
way it handles. The Showa fork and 
Öhlins suspension are quite stiffly 
sprung, but the damping rates are 
well chosen for such a light bike in 
street use. So while the Yamaha will 
skip over a traffic stud or road ridge 
on the angle, and briefly shake its 
head before resuming normal service, 
it rides bumps in the road surface 
well, and feels pretty compliant and 
well balanced in terms of response. 
The fact that the RZV’s steering 
geometry is more early-’80s than 
late-’90s means it’s not too radical, 
and arguably all the better for 
that in street use, turning in quite 
controllably to the few tight bends I 
could find in Central Florida. Don’t 

treat that as a need to get radical 
with the porting file, though, Wyn — 
the motor’s pretty nice the way it  
is right now!

For this is that very unusual 
thing, a power-up project bike 
that’s as dynamically effective as it’s 
lovingly assembled from leading-edge 
hardware chosen for its capacity to 
impress. This is not just a collection 
of nice parts that’s all glitter but 
no go, but a carefully developed, 
progressively refined entity that is 
honestly the closest thing to a road-
legal 500GP racer I’ve ever ridden. 
And to prove how practical a regular 
ride it is, Belorusky had clocked up 
more than 34,500 km on the bike 
since his ‘work in progress’ on it 
began. Imagine commuting to work 
on a 500GP racer — for that’s what 
this is, in road-legal form. How neat 
is that?! ■
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REAR VIEW
J C B  FA C T O R Y  V I S I T

To be or JCB, that is the question
By Kartik Ware  Photographs Kyle Pereira & Rohin Nagrani

BRUTE HOOT!
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BRUTE HOOT!
Work in Progress’ signs are 
everywhere. ‘Progress’, I might add, 
is a strictly relative term in our 
country. Like every well-meaning 
citizen, I spare no opportunity to 
make rude jokes about the varying 
states of ‘progress’ that periodically 
assault our cities. However, wherever 
you see the wildly optimistic sign 
mentioned above, chances are you 
will also see a big yellow machine 
with a big white ‘JCB’ painted on, 
working hard to make our engineers’ 
dreams come true.  

I admit I’ve wanted to get behind 
the wheels and joysticks of these 

yellow-hued monsters every time I 
seen them, like any other normal 
machine-loving person. The fact 
that ‘JCB’ has become synonymous 
with construction machinery much 
in the way of ‘Colgate’ and ‘Xerox’ 
have, only heightened that desire. 
Lack of opportunity, however, meant 
that my JCB plans were always on 
backburner — until now. And when 
I finally scrambled into the seat of 
one, I was at a loss for words. No, 
really. What does one say about 
machines that can take on Mother 
Nature in all her glory and emerge as 
winners? Nonetheless, here I go. 

The friendly folks at JCB’s plant at 
Chakan near Pune arranged for two 
types of machines for us to drive —
tracked excavators and wheel loaders 
— and threw open their test track 
for us. I stood there, sizing them up 
and appreciating the fine mess that 
I’d gotten myself into. None of these 
machines have faces that can launch 
a thousand ships... unless said ships 
are fleeing from them, that is. Just 
as I was contemplating handing over 
the story to Kyle, a ‘tiny’ 8010-kg 
JS81 slithered onto the track — in a 
JCB’s world, 8 tonnes is tiny and in 
front of the overwhelmingly massive 
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Not to self: Don’t impale mylsef with the bucket

JS210LC, it made for a much less 
forbidding proposition. Besides,  
I’d never driven a machine with 
tracks before and I just couldn’t  
wait anymore! 

Functionality characterises 
each of these monsters. One 
look at any one of them and you 
immediately know what it’s born 
to do. Each one has that one part 
that defines it. They don’t look 
like vehicles either, even the ones 
with wheels. They seem more like 
living, breathing creatures complete 
with heaving limbs and incredibly 
strong hearts. The way they lurch 
around the surrounding terrain has 
visions of Jurassic Park flashing 
repeatedly in your mind. However, 
far from facing extinction, these 
mechanical creatures make JCB 

the largest construction equipment 
manufacturer in India, and you  
could possibly show up in the middle 
of nowhere with one of each type  
and build a civilisation out  
of nothingness. 

Nonetheless, as I approached 
the smallest tracked excavator, my 
thoughts were equally divided into 
two categories — a) the massive 
teeth on that bucket impaling me  b) 
the high probability of me single-
handedly bringing down the JCB 
plant with my inability to control the 
machine. I needn’t have worried. 

Climbing into the JS81’s spartan 
cabin did reinforce the fact that I 
was indeed in uncharted territory — 
there’s no conventional controls to 
rein in this metal monster. There are 
two long levers in front of the seat 

and a joystick on either right side 
— I swear I can figure out how to 
fly a plane, but here, I was clueless. 
As I sat there with a tragic-stricken 
‘What the hell am I supposed to do 
now?’ look on my face, a JCB trainer 
climbed alongside and in some 30 
seconds he explained to me what it 
all meant. ‘Left levers for left track, 
right lever for right track — push 
forward to go forward and pull back 
to reverse. And each joystick has 
four functions for the hydraulic arm 
and bucket. Now go drive.’ ‘Uh, sure,’ 
I replied. 

If I have made it all sound 
complicated, I assure you it isn’t. 
Within 10 minutes, I was clanging 
around quite nicely, grinning like a 
schoolboy whose dream has finally 
come true. For some reason, I’d 
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always thought, given the way these 
things look and sound, that their 
controls would require muscular 
fortitude way beyond what I 
possessed. How wrong I was — the 
controls are lighter than the Passat 
that I’d driven to the JCB factory! 
And that’s no exaggeration. Since 
there is no need for that feel that 
motoring journalists treat like the 
Holy Grail, everything is overservoed 
to the moon and back. Hence that 
lightness. The first time I used the 

left joystick to swing the cab in a 
360-degree circle, I put too much 
force and gave my neck a good 
dose of whiplash. No Passat can do 
that, eh?  

Next up was the 430Z wheel 
loader. Besides having a name 
that sounds like one of Nissan’s Z 
cars, the 430Z has a huge bucket 
at the front actuated by a single 
giant hydraulic arm. Climbing up 
to the cabin, I was happy to see a 
steering wheel, even though there 

Leaned over, just like a supersport And the joystick controls the hydraulic bucket

These levers control individual tracks

That counts as a wheelie, right?

How’s that for visibility?

That’s Kyle and me building a motocross track

This one’s not as intimidating to drive
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It took only a couple 
of hours for Kyle 
and me to go nuts all 
over the test track
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was yet another joystick to contend 
with. Everything was super-light 
again, but what I wasn’t prepared 
for was the way the whole thing 
folds in half when you turn! Want to 
go left or right? Turn the wheel (with 
two fingers. Two fingers!) and the 
giant truck-like machine articulates 
nearly 90 degrees either way. Oh, 
what a sight! 

The 430Z went through and over 
everything — repeat, everything — 
that I pointed it at. It will kill the 
best off-roaders that we’ve driven — 
forget off-roading, these things are 
made for no-roading and they pave 
the way for roads to be built. A click 
of the gear lever stalk allowed me to 
select from four gears, though they 
all felt much like a motocross bike. 
All in all, it is, and I suspect will 
remain, the most fun I’ve had  
at 8 kph.  

It took only a couple of hours for 
Kyle and me to go nuts all over the 
test track. The JCB guys patiently 
watched Kyle repeatedly scoop up 
mud and dump it in the same place 
only to do it all over again, and me 
as I proceeded to set pointless lap 
times around a track that only I 
could see in that vast expanse of 

Joseph Cyril Bamford’s dream 
began in October 1945 in a small 
shed in Uttoxeter, Staffordshire, 
England. The shed was not unlike 
the shed where William and Arthur 
began the Harley-Davidson story, 
but I suppose all sheds looked 
the same in those days. In 1950, 
Bamford shifted to an old cheese 
factory, employing six people to 
build his machines. It wasn’t until 
1951 that he started painting his 
machines in that famous yellow 
hue, while the JCB logo appeared 
in 1953 along with the first 
backhoe loader. 

JCB landed on Indian shores 
in 1979 and today, India is the 
company’s largest manufacturing 
hub in the world, with the plant 
at Ballabgarh, Haryana being the 
world’s largest backhoe loader 
manufacturing facility. Needless 
to say, JCB is one of the best 
known brands ever and famed for 
its rugged machines across the 
globe. On August 22. 2006, JCB’s 
750 bhp Dieselmax even broke 
the diesel land speed record by 
clocking 563.4 kph. Mr Bamford 
would’ve approved, I’m sure.

mud and slush. To say that it was 
fun will be like saying that JCBs are 
yellow — blindingly obvious. 

Was the wait for these machines 
worth it? Hell, yeah! Also, these 
are very expensive machines. The 
technology and the durability that’s 
built into these metal creatures 
doesn’t come cheap and neither does 
progress, for that matter. Typical 
life cycle for these things? Well, they 
aren’t entirely sure, but JCB says that 
they’ve seen machines going strong for 
more than 15 years. Can you believe 
it? Fifteen years working in the kind 
of conditions they’re subjected to is 
just too much to even imagine. Are 
they worth it? Well, if only we could go 
back in time and ask the chaps who 
built the pyramids at Giza. I’m sure 
they’d have wanted a few of these in a 
jiffy. Speaking of monuments, that’s 
what these machines are — rolling 
testaments to man’s ingenuity. These 
are the machines that build the roads 
we travel on and the houses we live 
in. Always in the background, always 
going strong. ‘A Product of Hard Work’ 
is a subtle line on JCB brochures and 
it sums it up perfectly. Machines that 
work hard need hard work,  
eh? Respect. ■
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COCOONED AND SHELTERED, THIS IS THE FOUR-WHEELED DEAL

NEW KID
THE AURA PROVES TO BE POPULAR 
IN OUR LONG-TERM FLEET

Ever since I drove the Aura in its tur-
bo-petrol trim, I’ve daydreamt about 
adding it to my garage. Its 1.0-litre 
98-bhp turbo-petrol engine has the 
slightest turbo-lag, but takes off like 
a proper rocket once you’re past 1500 
rpm or so. There are much better han-
dling cars in its class, but the power 
surge from that engine sure is addictive. 
Until I can get my hands on an even 
lighter car with this engine, this will do 
just fine! After spending more time with 
the car, I’ve come to appreciate some of 
the finer details of the car. The climate 
control knobs, for example, have red 
accents around them and are finished 
in a knurled pattern that is so satisfy-
ing to use. 

As for the rest of the interior, the 
more I look at it, the more I wish Hyun-
dai would at least give us the option 

to choose the interior scheme from 
the regular Aura. The gorgeous bronze 
accents and grey seat fabric brighten up 
an already roomy cabin. Over the next 
few months, I’m going to find out if it’s 
at all possible to tire of being pushed 
back into my seat. If I can manage to 

Not just a straight-line rocket, this

hang on to the car long enough, that is. 
It looks like the others in the office have 
similar plans, because less than a week 
after it entered our long-term fleet, it 
has changed hands thrice. I managed 
to steal it away from Kartik before he 
got too familiar with it, but only a few 
days into my time with it, I had to swap 
it with Kaizad while the SPresso went in 
for a much-needed service.

LOGGING IT OUT
  HYUNDAI AURA
>  Lightens you by  ` 9.92 LAKH 
  (on-road,  Mumbai) 

>  Lived with Aditya
>  Odometer reads 3246 km
>  Drinking habits 13 kpl

 @HyundaiIndia  #MotoringAura
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COCOONED AND SHELTERED, THIS IS THE FOUR-WHEELED DEAL

TIME GOES ON AND 
THE VENUE REMAINS 
A WELCOME 
PRESENCE

SONG AND 
DANCE

LOGGING IT OUT
  HYUNDAI VENUE

>  Lightens you by  ` 12.48  LAKH 
  (on-road,  Mumbai) 

>  Lived with Kartik

>  Odometer reads 13,926 km 

>  Drinking habits 15 kpl

 @HyundaiIndia  #MotoringVenue

LOGGING IT OUT
    MARUTI SUZUKI S-PRESSO
>  Lightens you by  ` 5.48  LAKH 
  (on-road,  Mumbai) 

>  Lived with Kaizad
>  Odometer reads 7349 km
>  Drinking habits 15 kpl

 @MSArenaOfficial 
 #MotoringSPresso

THE S-PRESSO RECEIVES SOME 
MUCH NEEDED TLC

I’ve had the S-Presso as the machine 
of choice for my long-distance photo-
graphic journeys since December 2019. 
Since mid-March, though, the car was 
more at rest than on the move as the 

PRESSING ON

Of late, as life tries crawling on all fours 
back towards normalcy, a quick suc-
cession of Hyundais has bestowed my 
parking spot with the air of a roulette 
wheel. In its metaphorical spinning 
were a new petrol-automatic Creta, 
a diesel-manual Creta, our enduring 
Venue long-termer, and the Aura Turbo. 
Most days, I had no idea what stood in 
the spot; indeed, one fine day, thinking 
I had to shoot the Aura for this report, I 
walked down to find no sign of any such 
car. What stood there, after this wheel 
of Korean fortune had stopped spinning 
and everybody had gone home, was my 
long-time companion, the Venue. And 
even after all this time, I couldn’t help 
but greet it with a smile. 

Sure, the Creta’s far more luxurious 
and the Aura has the Venue’s motor in 
a lighter package, but our long-abused 
Venue has proven its point many times 
over. No one in their right mind will ever 
refuse to drive a Venue, especially with 

car every other day and had to contend 
with a discharged battery, but once this 
was cured, it was business as usual. I 
am truly pleased and acclimatised with 
the S-Presso’s handling plus its great 
ergonomics for a 6-footer like me. Since 
a normal shoot day starts at about 
4:00 am, being comfortable, zippy and 
easy to drive are core strengths. The 
car is also easy on my wallet, normally 
delivering 14 to 16 kpl, and in light of 
our traffic conditions it is more than 
acceptable, especially when comparing 
with my mum who has her own S-Pres-
so which sees an average of 16-18 kpl 
in Pune city!

various lockdowns ran their course. 
In June, with life slowly limping back 
to business, the shoots began and the 
S-Presso resumed its life. Yes, I was 
probably guilty of not warming up the 

this 1.0-litre gem under the hood. It’s 
gone around the country and around 
Mumbai and its neighbouring regions, 
and it still keeps going without com-
plaint despite the fact that it still sorely 
needs a thorough service. Just before 
typing this out, I was out for an airport 
run, roads wet and empty, and the Ven-
ue was stable and rapid as usual. That 
motor still sings its raspy tune and the 
steering wheel continues to make the 
Venue dance. Honestly, even those new 
cars can’t do that.     
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HOME BOY
CAN’T HAVE MUCH OF AN 
ADVENTURE IN THE GARAGE, 
THAT’S FOR SURE

This is my bike. Now there’s a sentence 
I never expected to show up in this sec-
tion of the magazine. However, the KTM 
390 Adventure made a comfortable and 
fast case for itself when I first rode one 
in January 2020, and a couple of weeks 
later, I rode home the first new bike of 
my life; it just fit me better than any-
thing else. I’d already planned trips to 
Sikkim, the Rann of Kutch, Goa, Ban-
galore, Coorg and Kerala — and then 
the lockdown happened. Other than a 
Mumbai-Pune-Mumbai ride while it was 
still being run in, the KTM hasn’t gone 
anywhere except in my mind, its digital 
odometer still under the 1000-km 
mark. So much for adventure.  

However, despite the first service 

LOGGING IT OUT
 KTM 390 ADVENTURE
>  Lightens you by ` 3.63  LAKH  
  (on-road, Mumbai)
>  Lived with Kartik 
>  Odometer reads  938 km 
>  Drinking habits 25 kpl

 @ktm_india  

marked at 1000 km, it’s already been to 
the service station to get its oil changed. 
And since the employees there are pro-
grammed better than my laptop, they 
insisted that this be marked as the first 
service instead of just an oil change and 
oil-filter replacement. They also tried to 
update some software that reportedly 
fixes the blasted quickshifter, but I can 
counter-report that it did nothing and 
I continue to ride with the stupid thing 
turned off.    

Sometimes I look at its tyres, the 
heavily-grooved kind that I don’t get 
along with, and wonder if I may have 
made a mistake. Then I remember that 
a pair of Duke wheels and tyres aren’t 
all that complicated to fit onto the 

LIVING LIFE ON TWO WHEELS, MONTH AFTER MONTH. AFTER MONTH

Adventure. I can also see that there’s a 
lot of weight that can be lost, and that’ll 
turn an all-round motorcycle into an 
all-round hooligan. So don’t be sur-
prised if you see a KTM 390 Supermoto 
in this section of the magazine in a few 
months’ time. 
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MAYDAY, 
MAYDAY!

THE XPULSE STANDS 
WITH A FORLORN STARE

I really wish everyone rode an adven-
ture motorcycle in India. At least then, 
a 21-inch tyre tube would be a certi-
fied essential and I wouldn’t have to 
do two rounds of the city and yet come 
back home empty handed, only to be 
greeted by a gloomy looking XPulse 
standing in the garage. The poor thing 
hit a slow puncture mid-lockdown and 
lost all air in the front tyre. Since then, 
the only trip I have been on has been a 
guilty one. 

Even after Unlock 1.0, supplies are 
few and far between, and all the near-
by tyre shops are still out of a 21-inch 
tube, which means I am forced to go 
deeper into the city in my search. That 
also means that I have to get annoy-
ingly close to some of the containment 
areas within the city, and I might bring 
back a virus along with the tube. So, I 

LOGGING IT OUT
 HERO MOTOCORP XPULSE 200
>  Lightens you by ` 1.28  LAKH  
  (on-road, Mumbai)
>  Lived with Varad
>  Odometer reads  2943 km 
>  Drinking habits 41 kpl

 @heromotocorp #MotoringXPulseAt least the battery is in good shape!

think, since riding ain’t going to happen 
for a while, I am just going to sit and 
polish the XPulse, and plan the next big 
ride until my nearby tyre fellow con-
firms the arrival of a 21-inch tube. But 
going by the look of things with regard 
to COVID-19 in Maharashtra, I believe 
the XPulse rally kit should reach us 
sooner than my tyre guy getting a stock 
tube. Well, who’s complaining?

MAYDAY, 
MAYDAY!



Whenever KTM’s 500cc twin-
cylinder bikes are launched, you 
can bet they will take typical KTM 
390 behaviour to another level. That 
can only mean bad news for the 
Italians and whoever else happens 
to be in the Austrians’ path. I mean, 
it’s been eight years and no one has 
managed to beat the 390s for raw 
fun! As with the 390s and the 790s, 
the 500 twins will be explosive and 
focussed, even if their designs are 
likely to be the weird Kiska ones 
KTM persists with. I wish KTM 
would hire MV Agusta’s designers, 
however unlikely it may be. What is 
certain is that if and when there’s 
an RC 490, it’s going to end up next 
to my 390 Adventure. And I’ll name 
it Superveloce.   

The motorcycle is the underdog 
of the automotive world, and even 
in our two-wheeled subset, there 
are motorcycles that live up to 
the minimalist spirit more than 
others. Motorcycles do a lot with 
less, and bikes that come closest to 
this ideal tend to have the purest 
souls. I bet the RS660 and the 
Superveloce, despite their Italian 
poshness, are bikes in this vein, 
as are the Royal Enfield 650 twins. 
The KTMs, doubtless. Now, if only 
someone would do this with a two-
stroke motor. I’d snap one up before 
anyone can blink. 

my bank account is in mortal peril. 
Even more hazardous to my 

financial health is the MV Agusta 
Superveloce 800, the most beautiful 
motorcycle in the world right now. 
I don’t see how the 211-bhp Ducati 
Panigale V4 can be superior to 
the 148-bhp Superveloce, when 
the latter can asphyxiate me while 
standing still. It was this motorcycle, 
when I first saw it at EICMA 2018, 
that permanently burned its 
stunning self into my mind’s eye. 

’BAR TALK

[kartik.ware@delhipress.in]

SUPERVELOCE

I’m also willing to overlook the 
wasteful extra cylinder in its inline-
triple. And what a name! Perhaps, 
it was with a glimmer of hope that 
I named my KTM 390 Adventure 
‘Veloce’; hopefully, one day it’ll have 
a super companion next to it. Bikes 
like these, ones that are exotic, 
capable and soulful are the ones 
all riders need. Bikes that can exist 
on bedroom posters as well as in 
garages. The problem is, KTM will 
probably thrash them both. 

The average person blinks about 
15-20,000 times a day. And in my 
case, that approximation faces 
great danger of reduction if my 
eyes fall upon certain motorcycles. 
They’re usually café racers, yes, but 
breathing down their exhausts are 
sportbikes. Not 200-bhp superbikes, 
mind you, but those non-hyperbolic 
motorcycles that are more welcoming 
than menacing. That ideal is led by 
the Aprilia RS250, the old 249cc 
V-twin two-stroke that made 70 
bhp and was good for 200 kph. And 
weighed 140 kg. More than anything, 
I obsess over the idea of a motorcycle 
that is as easy to handle as turning 
your neck. Nothing modern, I expect, 
will have such a radiant soul.  

However, the Aprilia’s modern 
successor to that pint-sized legend 
may well be the upcoming RS660, 
with 100 bhp from 660cc parallel-
twin powering a 169-kg bike. The 
extra 29 kg over the RS250 are 
backed up by an additional 30 bhp. 
It’s almost a perfect example of the 
differential equivalence between a 
smoker and a four-banger. Whether 
the new bike actually beats the old 
one on a track is a story I will pay 
for whenever someone does it. Even 
if the RS660 comes to India, I don’t 
know of any RS250s that I can pit 
against it. Indeed, if I get to ride the 
RS250 on a racetrack, I’ll happily rip 
my short bucket list to shreds. And if 
the RS660 provokes such emotions, 

KARTIK WAREKARTIK WARE
@kartik46

Nothing modern, 
I expect, will 
have such  
a radiant soul

98 MOTORING WORLD | JULY 2020






	11
	12
	14
	16
	18
	20
	24
	26
	30
	36
	40
	48
	52
	56
	62
	65
	66
	67
	68
	70
	72
	78
	82
	88
	94
	96
	98
	Blank Page
	Blank Page
	Blank Page



