




RIGHT SAID ED

Not Again
To use a tired cliché, it’s déjà vu all 

over again. A year ago, when I was 

writing my monthly letter sitting in 

the balcony of my home in Goa, I had 

hoped that the lockdown the country 

had just gone into would not last too 

long, and that we’d all be able to get 

back to leading normal lives quickly. 

My hopes were to be dashed in the 

most spectacular manner possible, 

of course, with the months passing 

grimly into one another and the 

world melting right down. Through it 

all, we somehow persevered, telling 

ourselves that tomorrow, things 

would be better. The sun eventually 

did come out, one ray at a time; 

we dusted ourselves off, heaved 

a collective sigh of relief and told 

ourselves that the worst was over. 

‘Time to get back to living,’ we said, 

and we did, with a vengeance.

A year later, I’m writing this in 

Bengaluru, having been on the 

road for exactly a month. The news, 

relentlessly apocalyptic, is almost 

unwatchable — all you see is death 

and despair. There is talk of another 

lockdown, which frankly seems 

inevitable given the mind-numbing 

second wave of COVID raging 

through the country. This time, it’s 

hitting close to (or inside) home, and 

the automotive journalist fraternity 

has been battered as well – many 

have fallen ill, and at least two 

colleagues have passed away, at last 

count. As I write this, I have no clue 

whether I’ll be able to drive back to 

Goa tomorrow; there’s talk of a strict 

lockdown in Karnataka.

How could this possibly have 

happened again, and in an 

exponentially worse way? To have the 

carrot of normalcy snatched away 

so cruelly is unfathomably crushing, 

and I speak from a position of relative 

privilege; I can’t begin to imagine what 

life is like for the millions who have 

been directly affected. The failure on 

the part of the government has been 

monumental, no doubt; the lack of 

planning for an eventuality everyone 

saw coming from a mile away has 

been criminal. It’s equally true that as 

individuals, we’ve let ourselves down 

— who among us can claim 

that we haven’t dropped our guard 

and attended a party, or gone to a 

crowded restaurant?

Honestly, at a time like this, it 

seems a bit tone deaf to write about 

the fact that this is our Summer of 

Speed issue, and that we’ve gone out 

and gotten hold of a bunch of fast 

exotics, as usual (it wasn’t easy to pull 

this off, let me tell you). ‘Priorities, 

bro,’ is what part of my brain is 

saying; another part is telling me that 

it’s perfectly all right for everyone to 

resort to some escapism, and to not 

be too hard on ourselves. In the end, 

whatever it takes to get through this 

with your physical and mental health 

intact is absolutely fi ne, as long as 
it’s done with no risk to yourself 

or others. Stay safe, stay home if 

possible, and enjoy the issue.
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LUST
SUMMER OF SPEED

RD PLANS
‘So, the Summer Of Speed issue’s coming up soon.

Any ideas?’ For years, that question has caused 

thought bubbles to pop up over the team’s heads, each 

containing a Yamaha RD 350. Why the hell can’t we 

get over that ancient two-stroke? Is it because it’s the 

biggest two-stroke ever made in India? Is it because 

of its reputation that provokes challenge? Or the fact 

that its prices are so high today, we might as well get a 

ride at someone else’s expense? The answer, of course, 

is all of those — and more. More is also what this 

particular   gets, by the way  find your way to 
the bike somewhere down this issue if you must know 

right away  e doubt you’ll find the answer to why 
we keep running back to the RD, one way or another. 

Then again, that’s the thing about real speed — you 

can never get over it. ■
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REWIND/PLAY
AE86/GR86

CATCH THE DRIFT
What started as a humble Toyota Corolla has come a long way

AE
86

G
R8

6

At a time when Toyota’s entire 

lineup consisted of boring sedans 

and SUVs, a partnership with Sub-

aru yielded the Toyota GT86 and 

Subaru BRZ twins. Just like the 

AE86 from which it derives its name, 

the GT86 follows a simple formula 

— a playful chassis, RWD and no 

electronic complications.

Its heart beats to the thrum of a 

boxer engine now, thanks to plat-

form sharing with Subaru, but shar-

ing roots with both the AE86 and 

rally-winning Subarus isn’t exactly a 

bad thing in our books.

A major complaint of the original 

GT86 was a gutless engine, so 

naturally, for the second 

generation, it got a 

larger, 2.4-litre 

boxer-four engine. 

With the increase in 

displacement came 

an increase in power 

The 124-bhp 1.6-litre four-cylinder 

hachi roku was just another variant 

of Toyota’s Corolla. Its playful chas-

sis and  confi guration was just 
what a young enthusiast wished 

for — easy to maintain, tune and go 

mental with.

In its time, there were plenty of af-

fordable RWD cars, but ‘Drift King’ 

Keiichi Tsuchiya played a pivotal 

role in popularizing the AE86. A 

video of him drifting his AE86 Levin 

on mountain roads gave birth to the 

genre of drifting.

Helping the little AE86 along in its 

rise to fame was the ’90s Japanese 

manga Initial D. The lead character 

The AE86 became so popular overseas 

that it is still the de facto choice of car 

for drifting, rallying, sprint and hill 

climb events, long after the last AE86 

rolled off the production lines. 

from 197 bhp to 232 bhp. The GR 86 

sprints to 100 kph a full 1.1 seconds 

quicker than the GT86, taking only 

6.3 seconds.

You won’t be able to go into a Toyota 

showroom in India to order a GR 86 

anytime soon, but you can give it a go 

in the virtual world in the new Gran 

Turismo Sport racing game. ■

races his AE86 Trueno on Japan’s 

mountain passes on his way to 

deliver tofu and drifts straight into 

the hearts of impressionable young 

minds everywhere.
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RD PLANS
‘So, the Summer Of Speed issue’s coming up soon.

Any ideas?’ For years, that question has caused 

thought bubbles to pop up over the team’s heads, each 

containing a Yamaha RD 350. Why the hell can’t we 

get over that ancient two-stroke? Is it because it’s the 

biggest two-stroke ever made in India? Is it because 

of its reputation that provokes challenge? Or the fact 

that its prices are so high today, we might as well get a 

ride at someone else’s expense? The answer, of course, 

is all of those — and more. More is also what this 

particular   gets, by the way  fi nd your way to 
the bike somewhere down this issue if you must know 

right away  e doubt you’ll fi nd the answer to why 
we keep running back to the RD, one way or another. 

Then again, that’s the thing about real speed — you 

can never get over it. ■
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F V  F R A N G I V E N T O 
S O R PA S S O 

FAST
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Very few may have heard of this 

car company from Turin called FV 

Frangivento. If you rewind back 

to 2019, when things were good, 

FV Frangivento introduced a mad 

plug-in hybrid supercar called 

Asfane DieciDieci. When it was 

introduced, the Italians promised 

that they would use the profi ts to 
develop their next project. Fast 

forward two years and here we 

have a follow up — the Sorpasso.

Before we go any further, let’s 

address the elephant in the room 

fi rst  its design  It supposedly 
takes inspiration from classic and 

modern Italian greats. The art 

director and co-founder, Giorgio 

Pirolo, admits to his inspiration 

being the Ferrari Dino and the 

Lamborghini Miura. If you ask us 

though, It would be sacrilegious 

to even mention the Dino and 

Miura in the same sentence as 

this supercar. The interiors, on 

the other hand, will be simple 

and sporty with generous use of 

Alcantara and leather. There are 

no offi cial pictures of that yet, 
however. As is always the case with 

these boutique supercars, there 

will be plenty of customisation 

options available. It will also be 

the fi rst car to have an vatar 
Driving Assistant which acts 

as an ‘intelligent co-driver with 

customisable human features’ that 

will respond to voice commands 

and possibly even interact with 

you like a real human would. 

The company has two design 

programmes in place to order the 

supercar – Sviluppo and Ego – 

through which the customers can 

work alongside stylists to create 

their own car. There are also two 

different versions of the Sorpasso 

available – the Stradale and the 

GTXX. You can even replace the 

XX with a number to make it more 

exclusive.

Alright, now we get to the real 

fun bits, then. The Sorpasso is 

powered by a naturally-aspirated 

V10 engine with all-wheel drive as 

standard in both the Stradale and 

GTXX version. The Stradale version 

gets 602 bhp, while the GTXX version 

gets an additional supercharger to 

boost power output to 799 bhp. To 

keep all that power in check, the 

GTXX also gets an aero kit. Like 

every supercar made in recent times, 

Its body has been constructed with 

carbon fi bre and tips the scale just 
below 1300 kg. The GTXX zips from 

0 to 100 kph in 2.9 seconds and has 

a top speed of  kph  nd fi nally, 
the GTXX is actually street legal, in 

case you were wondering.

Two takers are already awaiting 

their Sorpasso’s delivery in July this 

year. If you want to book one, the 

company promises to deliver the 

supercar in 150 days once the order 

is confi rmed  Now that’s one hell of a 
commitment. As for the price, if you 

have to ask... ■  

This supercar from Turin is fast. And also a hot mess!

WINDBREAKWINDBREAKWINDBREAKWINDBREAK
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BEHIND THE SINS
T H I S  I S  H O W  W E  D O  I T

P L AT FO R M 
T I C K E T

not impossible. 

Spy shots on the Internet show me a new Classic and 

an interesting roadster-type adaptation, but no café racer 

or scrambler for now. But the hope that keeps me trem-

bling with anticipation is a motorcycle closest to my heart 

— the Bullet. It seems unthinkable that RE won’t make 

a Bullet with the new platform, and I bet it’ll possess the 

eteor’s uality and fi nesse  I can almost imagine what 
19-inch wheels and an old-school design with modern 

tech will feel like. The new motor has the soul, all it needs 

is the Bullet’s form. Just bring it already, RE!  .

Reventón

NEW PLEDGES

This platform-sharing business is a tricky one. Or 

perhaps it isn’t, and I just like to grumble about lost 

opportunities. Look at the Hero Xpulse 200 and its 

unremarkable T variant. I think it was a golden chance 

to create India’s fi rst proper supermoto, and instead we 
got one confused bike. Happily, though, more goes right 

than wrong, and the upcoming iterations of the new RE 

Meteor platform are mighty promising. In fact, every time 

I ride the Meteor, I wish for it to be a café racer, and I 

hope RE makes a Continental GT 350. Why not?! It could 

be a brilliant scrambler, too; it has the strong frame, the 

torque, and the right size to be one. But it’s unlikely, if 

best teacher, and I am glad 

to be its disciple.

Bizzarrini

how alive and communica-

tive they are. I have always 

believed that nature is the 

cypress evergreen plants, 

and a small Christmas tree, 

too. Because, why not. 

With the plants in their 

pots, I was entrusted with 

their well-being. Sure 

enough, I forgot to wa-

ter them one day and the 

leaves started to droop, but 

they were back up in a few 

hours after watering them. 

We were taught in school 

that plants and trees are 

living beings, but it is only 

when you’re charged with 

their care that you realise 

What was dreaded has inev-

itably happened. We’re back 

to being locked up in our 

homes as the second wave 

of the pandemic has taken 

the nation by storm. No 

riding motorcycles or driving 

cars for pleasure, except for 

essentials, has been the rou-

tine. Thankfully, before the 

lockdown came into effect, 

my mother and I managed to 

visit a plant nursery to bring 

home a bunch of young 

green friends. A couple of 

fl owering plants, a pair of 
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this after ages was great, and a welcome respite from the 

doom and gloom (I was masked and maintained the proper 

distance throughout, needless to say). In case you’re won-

dering, the garage, Moto Dynamics, is in Chennai and has 

quickly become the go-to place for the city’s motorcyclists. 

The owner’s a friend and I can vouch for the place’s excel-

lence, so if you’re in Chennai and need some TLC for your 

beloved steed...

Gallardo

The delights of a well set up automotive garage are many. 

There are the machines themselves, spanning the spec-

trum of price, displacement, power, design, desirability 

and so forth. Then there’s the opportunity to just hang 

about and shoot the breeze with owners and technicians 

alike. Watching various machines being worked on is an 

education in itself, not to forget, and if there are animals 

around, that’s a bonus (this particular garage has a slight-

ly deranged dog called... Manager). Being able to do all of 

F U N  A N D  T H E  A R T 
O F  M OTO R CYC L E 

M A I N T E N A N C E

How many motoring journalists does it take to park a motorcycle? 

Cue as many white-elephant jokes as possible... ‘Excuse me, which way to the HOG Rally? Can anyone else hear the Jaws music? That’s one way to save on parking charges

Supercar Blondie? Ha! We have our SUV Paunchy
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THE GRAPEVINE
I N  T H E  N E W S

FORTIFIED
The new Hyundai Alcazar is based on the Creta, 

and hence shares a lot of its features. The Alcazar’s 

longer wheelbase of 2760 mm makes space for a 

third row which can be had as a six-seater or a 

seven-seater. The reworked front end is similar to the 

Creta but features a new pattern for the cascading 

grille, and there’s a completely reworked rear end, 

too. It also sits on 18-inch alloys instead of the 17-

inch ones on the Creta. Inside, the second row will 

come with a sliding function to create extra space. As 

far as the powertrains are concerned, the Alcazar will 

be available with both petrol and diesel engines; the 

petrol is a 2.0-litre unit churning out 157 bhp and 

19.47 kgm, while the diesel is a 1.5-litre unit that 

is capable of pushing out 113 bhp and 25.49 kgm. 

Both engines will be offered with 6-speed manual 

and 6-speed automatic transmissions. The Alcazar 

will have a similar tech and equipment list, and some 

more to offer over the Creta.

CZECH APPEAL

he updated koda odia  has finally been unveiled interna-

tionally and it offers quite a few changes up front and under 

the hood. The front now features an upright grille, a renewed 

headlight design, and an elevated bonnet. This time, however, 

it has LED Matrix headlights on offer as well, plus there are 

more add-ons to its three different variants. Inside, it now 

has an 8-inch infotainment touchscreen as standard, with an 

option of a larger 9.2-inch display, while a 10.25-inch virtual 

cockpit is available as an option, too, along with new ambient 

lighting, and more. The Kodiaq has two petrol engines and 

one diesel mill in its arsenal. The RS variant gets the 242-bhp 

2.0-litre turbo-petrol engine, which now replaces the 238-

bhp 2.0-litre twin-turbo diesel motor. Also, the same petrol 

engine is available in a different tune which produces 188 

bhp, sending power to all four wheels via a 7-speed DSG auto 

’box. Then there’s a vanilla 148-bhp 1.5-litre TSI petrol engine 

with front-wheel drive mated to a 6-speed gearbox. In addi-

tion to these, it also has a 2.0-litre TDI diesel engine available 

in two states of tune: 148 bhp and 198 bhp, both paired to 

a 7-speed ‘box, and which has all-wheel drive on offer. Now, 

the question remains, which one of these will make it to India 

this year? Whatever it is, we really hope this time that Skoda 

considers getting the Kodiaq RS to India. Fingers crossed.

SEXY BACK

Audi has brought back the S5 Sportback to test its competi-

tors in the sporty luxury-sedan segment. In this updated ver-

sion, the S5 has quite a few cosmetic changes. It gets revised 

front and rear bumpers, a new single-frame grille, new Matrix 

LED headlamps along with LED DRLs, and new tail-lamps as 

well. It even offers gorgeous-looking 19-inch alloy wheels and 

has as many as eight colour options to choose from. Under 

the hood is where all the fun lies. It sports a 3.0-litre V6 

turbo-petrol engine that produces 349 bhp and 50.99 kgm, 

paired to an 8-speed automatic gearbox with Audi’s quattro 

all-wheel drive. Boasting a 0-100-kph time of 4.8 seconds 

and a top speed of 250 kph, it’s safe to say that this sedan is 

extremely fast. Inside, there isn’t anything that’s changed ex-

cept for the huge 10.1-inch touchscreen infotainment display. 

The S5 also gets an updated 12.3-inch virtual cockpit digital 

instrument cluster along with an optional head-up display. As 

far as prices are concerned, the S5 Sportback comes with a 

price tag of ` 79.06 lakh, ex-showroom.
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The BMW 2 Series Gran Coupe gets a Sport 

variant in its petrol guise. Priced at  

` 37.9 lakh, ex-showroom, the 220i Sport 

is almost ` 3 lakh cheaper than its M Sport 

variant which was introduced earlier this 

year. What’s more, it is locally assembled in 

BMW’s Chennai plant.

Recently, we did get a preview of the 

all-new Volkswagen Taigun’s production 

version, but it was only limited to the exte-

rior design. However, Volkswagen has now 

shared an official picture of the aigun’s 
interior along with the list of features. For 

instance, it gets a 10-inch touchscreen in-

fotainment system, ambient lighting, USB 

Type-C charging ports, a multi-function 

steering wheel, and more.

Mahindra’s XUV is back, but this time, it’s 

the XUV700, not the XUV500 that we were 

all expecting. The XUV700 is based on Ma-

hindra’s W601 platform which will be avail-

able in both petrol and diesel engines, with 

a choice of either a manual or an automat-

ic gearbox. There will also be an optional 

all-wheel-drive XUV700 later on. Mahindra 

has confirmed that it will be launched in 
Q2 of 2022. Until then, the wait for the 

next XUV continues.

SNEAK PEEK

COMING SOON

2 MUCH

ALL EYES ON YOU

COMFY BUT PRICEY

aguar’s first all electric , the I ace, 
has been launched at a starting price of 

` 1.06 crore, for the base S trim, and it 

goes up to ` 1.12 crore (both, ex-show-

room) for the top-spec HSE trim. The 

I ace will come with an eight year or 
160,000-km warranty on its battery 

pack. Moreover, owners will have extra 

benefits in addition to the aforemen-

tioned warranty. For instance, they will 

get a service package good for five years, 
roadside assistance, and a 7.4 kW AC 

wall-mounted charger, too. The Jaguar 

itroen has made its foray into India 
with the launch of the C5 Aircross. The 

French company has launched the SUV 

at an introductory starting price of  

` 29.9 lakh for the standard mono-tone 

variant which goes all the way up to  

` 31.90 lakh (both ex-showroom, Delhi) 

for the top-spec variant. The C5 may 

not be competitively priced, but that’s 

because it is aimed at those buyers who 

6TH HOUR BMW has launched the 6 Series Gran 

Turismo starting from ` 67.9 lakh, ex-show-

room  It gets a few design and e uipment 
updates along with improved performance. 

The BMW 6 Series GT is offered in three 

engine options, a 255-bhp 2.0-litre four-cyl-

inder petrol and a 620d powered by a 

188-bhp 2.0-litre four-pot diesel motor. The 

range-topping 630d comes with a 261-bhp 

3.0-litre six-cylinder diesel engine. And 

all the above engine configurations will be 
powered by an 8-speed auto ’box.

I ace has a  k h lithium ion battery 
sending power to two electric motors 

for a combined output of 394 bhp and 

 kgm  he I ace has  km of 
claimed range and with the 100 kW DC 

fast charger, it can be charged from 0-80 

per cent in  minutes  It might not nec-

essarily seem like a proper SUV, but it 

has a fairly long wheelbase of 2990 mm 

allowing more cabin space and is higher 

than the EQC, its direct competitor. Call 

it whatever you like, Jaguar’s design 

team has been thoughtful in its design.

put comfort and design above everything 

else. Powering it is a 2.0-litre turbo-die-

sel engine making 175 bhp and 42.3 

kgm sent to the front wheels through 

an 8-speed auto ‘box. Citroen says the 

 has flying carpet’ suspension, which 
is hydraulic cushioning in the suspen-

sion that damps out all the bumps and 

undulations. Features include an 8.0-

inch touchscreen infotainment system, 

a 12.3-inch digital cluster, dual-zone 

climate control, six airbags, and more.
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NEW ERA

NEW ARC

THE GRAPEVINE

unique integration of its 

spindle grille is quite neat, 

and it has a sharp design 

that almost represents an 

SUV-ish look. Powered by 

a 90 kWh battery, with two 

electric motors on either 

end, it claims to have a 

range of 604 km. Oh, and 

dual-motor setup, one on 

each axle. There are other 

variants apart from the GT, 

which includes an all-wheel-

drive and a rear-wheel-drive 

variant. Just like many oth-

er EVs, this one also gets six 

levels of regenerative brak-

ing which can be selected 

via the paddle shifters. The 

EV6 does offer quick charg-

ing, too. It’s quick enough 

to have your car juiced up 

to 80 per cent from as little 

it’s decently fast, too. Both 

the motors give a com-

bined output of 543 bhp, 

enough to cover 0-100 kph 

in 3 seconds. Then there’s 

clever tech onboard which 

will help in navigating and 

will even remember the 

driver’s preferences and 

characteristics. A more 

concept-centric feature is 

its steer-by-wire tech which 

increases the steering preci-

sion more than a traditional 

steering mechanism. And 

wanna know the cool part? 

This concept is nearly pro-

duction ready.

as 10 per cent in under 20 

minutes. And if you still 

don’t have that much time, 

then in under 5 minutes it 

will give you a range of 100 

km. Of course, you would 

need rapid chargers for that, 

so the EV6 comes equipped 

with an 800-volt charging 

architecture as well. Expect 

the electric crossover to go 

on sale in the international 

market in the second half 

of 2021.

Here’s a pair of e-trons 

from Ingolstadt yet again. 

This is the Audi Q4 e-tron 

and Q4 e-tron Sportback. 

hese are the fi rst udis 

FOURTH QUADRANT

Lexus has dropped the 

covers off its fi rst all elec
tric concept vehicle, the 

 lectrifi ed  ased on 
an all-new electric platform, 

unlike all the hybrids in 

its fl eet, this one has been 
tastefully designed. The 

ia’s fi rst battery electric 
vehicle, the EV6, is based 

on the E-GMP platform, 

which is shared with 

Hyundai’s all-electric Ioniq 

5. The EV6 is capable of 

darting from 0-100 kph in 

3.5 seconds and reaching a 

top speed of 260 kph. But 

this one’s exclusive to the 

 k h battery fi tted in 
the EV6 GT. Yes, this one’s 

a GT variant that produces 

a total of 584 bhp from its 

to use Volkswagen’s MEB 

platform. Mind you, it’s 

still a typical Audi SUV 

loaded with tech. But 

they are more focused on 

the practical aspect. The 

Q4 e-tron Sportback has 

a  drag coeffi cient as 
compared to the standard 

one’s 0.28, which makes the 

former sportier and more 

effi cient  he  e tron has 
three different versions 

on offer: Q4 35 e-tron, 

Q4 40 e-tron, and Q4 50 

e-tron. These three versions 

produce 168 bhp, 201 bhp 

and 294 bhp, respectively, 

with a choice of 52 and 77 

kWh batteries. The top-spec 

variant gets quattro AWD 

as standard whereas the 

entry-level ones are rear-

wheel drive. Inside, both 

the Q4 e-trons get more or 

less the same cabin tech. It 

sports a new steering wheel 

design, offers an augment-

ed reality head-up display, 

a 10.25-inch digital instru-

ment display, and a stand-

ard 10.1-inch infotainment 

touchscreen with an 11.6-

inch screen available as an 

option. Will we get the Audi 

Q4 e-trons in India? Well, 

only time will tell.
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MIXED PACK

FOREVER LEGEND

ELECTRIC QUOTIENT

The C5 X is Citroen’s an-

swer to everyone who has 

been on the SUV band-

wagon. This one’s a mix 

of all the three segments 

— sedan, estate and cross-

over. How? Well, its raised 

suspension gives it the SUV 

stance, its extended rear 

cabin will remind you of an 

estate, and the smooth de-

sign cues are borrowed from 

The Lamborghini Miura was ahead of 

its time and is one of the most beau-

tiful cars ever made. This year, the 

Miura SV completes 50 years since 

it rolled off the factory shop fl oor  
Sadly, it was only in produc-

tion for a brief period; in March 

1971, the Miura SV was un-

veiled, which was the last evo-

lution of the P400 project. Of 

course, the SV was going to be 

more special than the previous 

Miuras. In fact, the V in the SV stands 

for Veloce, which translates to ‘super 

a sedan. The C5 X promises 

to replicate the magic-carpet 

driving experience as seen 

on Citroen’s older cars. With 

the use of Citroen’s pro-

gressive hydraulic cushion 

dampers, the C5 X should 

offer a smooth ride. To make 

it more customisable, it 

gets a drive-mode selector 

that offers three suspension 

settings as standard for the 

plug-in hybrid which has 

a 222-bhp 1.6-litre tur-

bocharged petrol engine, 

fast’. And guess what? It was super 

fast, agile and more responsive than 

before. It delivered a total of 380 bhp 

from its transversely mounted rear-

mid 4.0-litre V12 engine. Also with 

40.7 kgm now evenly distributed, 

this meant that the Miura SV 

was more driveable. The SV even 

had a stiffer chassis, wider tyres, 

sportier rims, and came with 

plenty of technical modifi cations  
Lamborghini recorded the Miura SV’s 

top speed at more than 290 kph, and 

it took only 24 seconds until it covered 

a kilometre from a standstill. Legend! 

The Mercedes-Benz EQS 

defi nitely has the silhou
ette of the 2019 EQS Vision 

Concept. Interestingly, it 

is so aerodynamic that 

its  drag coeffi cient is 
apparently the best in the 

history of a production car. 

Besides that, there’s plenty 

to talk about the tech inside 

and its range, too. The EQS 

has two variants  fi rst up, 
the EQS 450+ gets a single 

rear-mounted electric motor 

with 329 bhp, and then 

the EQS 580 that has two 

electric motors with all-

wheel drive producing 516 

bhp. This gives it a 0-100-

kph time of 4.3 seconds. 

Both are equipped with a 

108 kWh lithium-ion bat-

tery with a claimed range 

of 770 km. And it doesn’t 

compromise on the luxu-

ry bit, either. Inside, the 

EQS gets a huge digital 

‘hyperscreen’ which is a 

single-piece curved screen 

that stretches horizontal-

ly across the dashboard. 

It’s a three-way setup that 

includes a 12.3-inch driver 

and passenger display, and 

a huge 17.7-inch screen in 

the centre. This also means 

the rear occupants will also 

be able to give commands. 

Of course, there’s no limit 

on the personalisation bits, 

and it will get over-the-air 

updates, too.

and there are other petrol 

engines on offer as well. The 

plug-in hybrid is equipped 

with a 13.2 kWh battery 

pack which gives an all-elec-

tric range of 50 km. Inside, 

it offers a huge boot of 545 

litres, thanks to the 2785-

mm wheelbase. On the tech 

front, it gets a 12-inch touch-

screen infotainment display, 

smartphone mirroring, over-

the-air updates and a tab-

let-style customisable home 

screen. Will this ever set foot 

in the Indian market? For 

now, it seems unlikely, but 

you never know.
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In conversation with Motofumi Shitara, 

chairman, Yamaha Motor India 

M O T O F U M I  S H I TA R A

PEAK TALK

CALL OF THE BLUE
Motoring World: How has Yamaha 

coped with production and sales 

given the fluctuating situation  
since 2020?

Motofumi Shitara: We have 

managed to do quite well amidst 

the challenges we faced last year 

due to the COVID situation. At our 

factory locations, our engineers 

used their expertise and skills for 

re-orientation of layout, process 

flows, positioning of operatives and 
measures to follow social-distancing 

norms. Contactless delivery and 

digital communication tools were 

also used by Yamaha dealerships, 

promoting social distancing during 

the pandemic, something which is 

being practiced even today. 

We have witnessed a steady 

growth in sales since July 2020. 

We began with a 4 per cent year-

on-year growth and ended with 

33 percent year-on-year growth in 

December 2020, registering total 

sales of 5.04 lakh units in 2020. If 

we look at the first uarter of , 
Yamaha registered total sales of 

,  units,  per cent higher 
than the same period last year.

MW: What’s new in store from 

Yamaha? Anything in the  

premium segment?

MS: The company’s priority is to 

establish a strong brand presence 

with its cc scooters and cc 
motorcycles. We will continue 

to expand our product portfolio 

in these segments to meet the 

requirements of young Indians. 

Along with this, we will keep our 

customers ahead with the latest 

technologies and advanced features 

in the premium segment. Our target 

is to achieve a  per cent market 
share by 2025 in India.

MW: What are your expectations 

from the Indian two-wheeler market?

MS: On the global front, energy-

efficient and safe technologies will 
dominate the mobility market. 
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It goes without saying that the 

mobility space is one of the largest 

sectors to provide innovative ways 

of easing the growing constraints 

of day-to-day human life. Within 

the personal-mobility space, two-

wheelers are the most viable 

option for commuting due to low 

maintenance, easy manoeuvrability 

and convenience of tackling multiple 

tarmac conditions. Taking the 

Indian market into the account,  

the two-wheeler industry in India 

has a strong and reassuring  

future, considering the benefits I 
mentioned earlier. 

MW: What are the company’s plans 

with respect to R&D in India?

MS: Currently, our focus is to 

develop the most optimised vehicles 

and components based on the 

GENBA experience and adopt an 

approach which is in line with 

Yamaha’s global platform strategy. 

We will continue to put emphasis 

on cost reduction in product 

development processes through 

engineering excellence. I have 

always believed that the Indian team 

has the potential to develop and 

manufacture models which can be 

sold globally. In fact, for the last few 

years, the quality of Indian products 

is at par with global standards, 

which has opened a huge possibility 

of expanding our Indian business to 

advanced countries. Fuel-injection 

technology, enhanced safety 

solutions, electric vehicles and 

Internet of things are areas where 

Yamaha will particularly invest in 

research and development in the 

coming years. 

MW: What is your take on the future 

of the EV segment? Any plans to 

bring an EV to India soon?

MS: It goes without saying that 

the future of personal mobility is 

electric. However, the future and 

success of electric vehicles are 

completely dependent on three 

factors — performance, price control 

and infrastructure for battery 

charging. In addition to this, a 

clear, specific and uniform policy on 
EVs by the government is required 

as transition to electric mobility 

requires huge investment. 

That said, an all-new electric-

vehicle platform is already in the 

works for India and other global 

markets, at Yamaha’s headquarters 

in Japan. For the last two years, 

Yamaha, in association with 

Gogoro, has been manufacturing 

EV models in Taiwan. Rest assured, 

then, that we have the technology, 

expertise and infrastructure needed 

to develop and manufacture EV 

models. Currently, we are closely 

monitoring the government’s 

and also communicate and 

exchange their thoughts with each 

other on riding. The showrooms 

have been designed to offer a sense 

of community, providing customers 

with a platform to connect with 

the brand’s ethos. ‘Blue Square’ 

stores also feature a café, allowing 

customers and staff to casually 

interact, talk motorcycles and plan 

rides as well. 

MW: Yamaha has ruled the hearts of 

motorcycle enthusiasts in India ever 

since the RD 350, and today with the 

MotoGP team’s increasing following. 

Any plans for the big-bike segment?

MS: The Indian superbike 

market is still in a nascent stage. 

However, increased purchasing 

... for the last few years, the 
quality of Indian products is 
at par with global standards  

movement towards addressing all 

the above-mentioned concerns. 

Once a more concrete plan is in 

place, we will shortly introduce new 

technology into the Indian market.

MW: Can you shed some light on the 

concept of Blue Square stores?

MS: The concept of Blue Square was 

developed under the company’s ‘The 

Call of the Blue’ brand campaign. 

The theme and design of ‘Blue 

Square’ showrooms have taken 

inspiration from Yamaha’s impact 

in the world of motorsports with 

‘Blue’ characterising the brand’s 

racing N , while uare’ defines a 
common platform where customers 

can assemble together to access 

information on their favourite 

products, explore the wide range of 

Yamaha accessories and apparels, 

power and aspirational levels 

of today’s generation indicate 

immense growth possibilities. 

Over the years, there has 

been a surge in the number of 

luxury and premium motorcycle 

manufacturers entering India. 

So, the shift in lifestyle along 

with growing competition will 

undoubtedly make India a 

flourishing big bike market
But at present, Yamaha’s focus 

is more towards strengthening 

our 125cc scooter portfolio, along 

with expanding our premium 

150cc and 250cc motorcycle 

range. Nonetheless, we have been 

analysing the big-bike market and 

trends related to it very closely, 

and may introduce a wider range 

of options when the market is 

mature enough. ■
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U-TURN

[aditya.upadhyaula@delhipress.in]

RACE READY

ADITYA UPADHYAULA

      @heelntoe

of immersion into the virtual 

world. Who knows, if you’re lucky, 

you might even run into a real 

professional racer on the track.

Personally, I’m a big fan of 

endurance-racing events and have 

been taking part in all the eight-

hour races I can. Usually, you need 

a couple of other players on your 

team to make it through an eight-

hour race, but if there’s anything 

Netfl ix has taught me, it’s that I’m 
perfectly capable of sitting in front of 

my TV for hours on end.

I haven’t won any races yet, but 

I’ve gotten to the point where I’m 

not dead last anymore, so that’s 

something to celebrate, I guess. It 

may just be a few pixels on a screen, 
but there’s real joy in setting up an 

overtaking manoeuvre a few corners 

in advance and fi nally pouncing on 
your victim. If you do mess up, you 

don’t have to deal with expensive 
repairs and hospital bills either. You 

might get an angry message or two 

from the other players, but that’s 

a small price to pay. Does racing 

feel as exciting without the inherent 
danger of bodily harm? I certainly 

think so. And I’m not just saying 

that because I am stuck in front 

of my TV and can’t get to an 

actual track.

way in the past few years. Most 

professional racers, including 

Formula One drivers, put in serious 

time in simulators to practise for 

the real thing, so it can’t be all that 

bad. And now that we’re all stuck at 

home again, why not join a league 

or two, and start racing from the 

comfort and safety of your home. 

Admittedly, while simulator rigs 

start off pretty cheap, some of the 

better ones can cost more than a 

car. You don’t need the fancy stuff 

to get started, though, just a cheap 

wheel and pedal set, a computer 

or a gaming console, and a table 

to strap it all to. Plug everything 

in and off to the races you go. You 

can choose any kind of racing you 

like, of course, with these rigs 

providing you with a good amount 

Netfl ix is a dangerous thing, 
really. One minute, I’m browsing 

through an endless catalogue of 

titles, and a few hours later I’ve 

binged through an entire season of a 

show I didn’t want to watch. It’s not 

an entirely passive process, though; 

in its defence, Netfl ix does ask me 
if I’m still watching every couple of 

hours. After hitting the ‘yes’ button 

multiple times, I’ve binged through 

multiple shows these past couple of 

weeks. The latest show to fall prey 

to my bingefest is called Drive To 

Survive. It’s a slightly dramatised 

recap of the past few seasons of the 

Formula One world championship.

To be honest, I fell out of love 

with Formula One a while ago, but 

Drive To Survive had me hooked 

again. I was back to staying up 

during the weekend to catch a race 

or two. The thing is, right after the 

race, I’m usually fi red up and I end 
up promising myself a trip to the 

track. I also wonder if there’s some 

amateur racing series I can take 

part in for not too much money. As 

it turns out, there isn’t. Track days 

are expensive affairs and that’s 
before you even consider the cost 

of a car, safety equipment, tyres 

and fuel. But fret not, I think I 

have found the perfect solution — a 

racing simulator.

Simulators have come a long 

      @heelntoe

If you’re lucky, 
you might even 
run into a real 
professional 
racer...
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WRIST ACTION

COOL
H O T  S T U F F

From answering calls to tracking 

fitness activities, Fossil’s latest Gen 5E 

smartwatch does it all

Smartwatches are the in thing now. Almost 

every other person seems to want one. It is like an 

extension of your smartphone that allows you to 

control its functions without taking it out of your 

pocket  ne can conveniently check notifi cations, 
track health and activity levels, and some more, 
on the go. With tech and features being constantly 

upgraded, we got a chance to spend some time 
with ossil’s newest range of smartwatches, called 
the Gen 5E.

Available in two bezel sizes (44 mm and 42 mm) 

for men and women alike, the smartwatch has a 
1.19-inch AMOLED display with a stainless-steel 

body with interchangeable straps and limitless 

options for watch faces  y limitless, I mean besides 
the built in faces, buyers can customise the existing 
faces as well as download designs as per their liking. 

The smartwatch is compatible with both iOS and 

ndroid platforms, allowing fl exibility of usage  he 
Gen 5E is equipped with a speaker that lets you 

answer calls, get audible alerts, and hear responses 
from Google Assistant. How cool is that? And if 

that’s not enough, the en  allows you to control 
oogle Nest devices, light, music and more  esides 

that, like all other smartwatches that feature cardio, 
heart rate and activity tracking functions, the en 

 has all of that,  sport modes to be precise 
with a GPS lock.

Battery life is the most crucial aspect for any 

smartwatch that can make or break a product. To 

make optimum use of the en ’s  m h battery, 
this smartwatch comes with four modes to select 

from depending on your schedule. You can choose 

from aily, xtended, ustom and ime nly modes  
harging takes about an hour for a full charge and 

that lets the watch be worn all day and night. 

At ` , , the ossil en  is a good 
combination of features and performance. The 

design is sleek and not too fl ashy and goes well 
with different outfi ts  hile it could have done with 
better battery life, for the exhaustive list of features 
and customisation options, the ossil en  is an 
interesting lifestyle smartwatch to consider. ■

WRIST ACTION
fitness activities, Fossil’s latest Gen 5E 

faces as well as download designs as per their liking. 

The smartwatch is compatible with both iOS and The smartwatch is compatible with both iOS and 

ndroid platforms, allowing fl exibility of usage  he ndroid platforms, allowing fl exibility of usage  he 
Gen 5E is equipped with a speaker that lets you 

answer calls, get audible alerts, and hear responses 
from Google Assistant. How cool is that? And if 

that’s not enough, the en  allows you to control 
oogle Nest devices, light, music and more  esides 

that, like all other smartwatches that feature cardio, 
heart rate and activity tracking functions, the en 

 has all of that,  sport modes to be precise 
with a GPS lock.

Battery life is the most crucial aspect for any 

smartwatch that can make or break a product. To 

make optimum use of the en ’s  m h battery, 
this smartwatch comes with four modes to select 

from depending on your schedule. You can choose 

from aily, xtended, ustom and ime nly modes  
harging takes about an hour for a full charge and 

that lets the watch be worn all day and night. 

At  , , the ossil en  is a good 
combination of features and performance. The 

design is sleek and not too fl ashy and goes well 
with different outfi ts  hile it could have done with 
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SHORT SHIFT
B M W  6  S E R I E S  G T

The BMW 630i may not be a looker, 

but it’s got what matters the most

GRAND SLAM

By Aditya Upadhyaula  Photographs Kaizad Adil Darukhanawala

I’m not going to lie — BMW’s GT 

line of cars aren’t easy on the eye. 

They take the classic proportions 

of the cars they’re based on and 

inject some unneeded botox. Come 

to think of it, if you ignore the 6 

Series, BMW’s current lineup is one 

of its best in recent times — after 

the flame surfacing of hris angle 
and before the large grilles take 

over front-end design. So why does 

this exist, then? It’s not here just to 

balance out the good-looking cars 

it shares showroom space with; 

instead of making a long-wheelbase 

5 Series to go up against the 

Mercedes-Benz E-Class LWB, BMW 

chose to make this large hatchback/

wagon creation.

Okay, I may have been a little 

harsh on the 630i, because there are 

a few angles where it looks pretty 

good. Almost likeable, even. When 

viewed from the front dead centre, 

you can completely block out the 

rear hatch and that, I think, is the 

car’s best angle. For this mid-cycle 

update, the 6 Series gets a slightly 

larger kidney grille, new bumpers 

front and back, and new laser 

headlamp units as well. As far as 

facelifts go, this update definitely 
spruces up the exterior.

Inside, major changes include a 

larger infotainment screen and an 

updated digital gauge cluster. Like 
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most treacherous stretches of road 

and the passengers wouldn’t know 

it. The ride height is also perfect 

for tackling what passes for speed 

breakers on our roads. In complete 

contrast to what it looks like, the 

630i is actually quite nimble. The 

steering is light, but it does offer 

pretty good feedback through the 

wheel. On the move, you don’t feel 

the weight of the car at all. It’s no 

sportscar, but it still manages to 

change direction quickly. At high 

speeds, the air suspension lowers the 

car automatically to aid stability, too.

The 6 Series GT comes with three 

engines on offer. The car here is a 

630i, which comes with a 2.0-litre 

turbo-petrol under the hood making 

258 bhp. Paired to a ZF-sourced 

8-speed automatic transmission, it 

offers a very refi ned experience  he 
engine revs cleanly to its redline, but 

it does so without any excitement or 
drama at all. Something tells me the 

diesel is the one to go for in this car. 

he litre inline six diesel offers 
torque to rival a freight train and 

propels it to 100 kph in 6.1 seconds. 

But why should you buy one? The 

earlier, you do still get a panoramic 

sunroof, a Bowers & Wilkins sound 

system, and electrically adjustable 

rear seats as well. You’ve got the 

usual host of wireless Apple CarPlay, 

Android Auto, parking assist and 

reversing assistant included. The 

front seats are wide and supportive, 

but the rear is where you’ll spend 

most of your time. The 6 Series GT 

has a longer wheelbase than the 

5 Series and most of that added 

length goes towards making the rear 

seat a comfortable place to be in. 

You’ve got four-zone climate control, 

so you don’t have to compromise 

your temperature settings with 

anyone else, and the rear seatbacks 

recline a few degrees, offering 

additional comfort. When you’re 

not busy taking a nap, you can 

use the screens built into the front 

seatbacks to control the music and 

even some vehicle settings.

The 6 Series comes with adaptive 

air suspension with electronically 

controlled dampers at all four 

corners and the ride is very cushy. 

With the suspension in comfort 

mode, you could be going over the 

BMW 6 SERIES GRAN 
TURISMO (630i)
POWERTRAIN

Displacement 1998cc, I4, turbo-petrol

Max power 255 bhp@5000 rpm

Max torque 40.78 kgm@1850-5000 rpm

Transmission 8AT

TYRES

F/R 245/45 R19 / 275/40 R19

DIMENSIONS

L/W/H (mm) 5091/1902/1538

Wheelbase 3070 mm

Ground clearance NA

Kerb weight 1795 kg

Fuel tank capacity 68 litres  

PRICE `  67.9 LAKH 

 (ex-showroom, India)

The interior largely remains the same as before

Rear-seat passengers get individual screens

best reason to buy one is so you can 

stop looking at it from the outside. 

I’m kidding, of course. With adaptive 

air suspension, comfortable seats, 

and more tech than a teenager’s 

backpack, the BMW 6 Series GT 

actually lives up to its Gran Turismo 

moniker and that’s reason enough to 

buy one. ■
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SHORT SHIFT
H Y U N D A I  A L C A Z A R

We go for a quick spin in a heavily camouflaged 

Alcazar and come back impressed

A CZAR IS BORN

By Anubhav Sharma  Photographs Hyundai India
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Ever since the Creta, Hyundai’s 

had a good run with their SUVs 

and the Alcazar is the latest to 

cement the Korean company’s 

position as India’s number one SUV 

maker. The six- and seven-seat 

SUV segment is becoming the next 

focus area for manufacturers, now 

that almost everyone has a foot in 

the compact SUV segment’s door. 

With a solid product like the Creta 

in its portfolio, it was only logical 

for Hyundai to rely on it for coming 

up with a bigger SUV. But is the 

Alcazar just a bigger Creta? Or is 

there more to it than that? 

Well, it does share a lot with the 

Creta, both mechanically and vis-

ually. The family look is undeniable 

up front and you will need a keen 

eye to distinguish the Alcazar from 

the Creta. There are new design 

elements like the studded pattern 

grille, an updated bumper, and a de-

cently prominent rear quarter glass 

to confirm it is not the reta  he 
rear is completely different from the  

Creta, which is a good thing I feel, 

with wraparound tail-lamps and a 

... it does not feel like a big 
and heavy car to drive
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faux brushed-aluminum skid plate. 

The 18-inch wheels are an upgrade 

from the Creta’s 17-inchers, adding 

to the SUV look. Hyundai could 

have done more to distinguish it 

from the Creta, but nonetheless 

the Alcazar has road presence and 

looks modern. 

hat is a defi nite upgrade over 
the Creta is the 2.0-litre petrol 

engine, borrowed from the Tucson/

Elantra but tuned for the Alcazar, 

in which it makes 159 bhp and 

19.1 kgm. I got to drive it for a 

really short time, but it did leave 

me wanting more. The engine feels 

suffi cient for the lca ar, is rev 
happy, and might be the pick of 

the lot for most buyers. The clutch 

on the 6-speed manual that we 

drove is light and easy. Hyundai 

has managed to hide the size and 

weight well, as the Alcazar does 

not feel like a big and heavy car to 

Good-looking 18-inch wheels are a great decision

Getting to the spare wheel may be hard workMaximum detailed use of camo there!

Side mirrors provide good view of the surroundings
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The Alcazar is, without any 
doubt, a true-blue Hyundai
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drive. There will be a diesel  

option, too, the trusted 1.5-litre mo-

tor with 115 bhp and 25 kgm from 

the Creta, which seems  

underpowered for the Alcazar  

on paper, but we’ll reserve our 

comments till we drive it. Both en-

gines will get a 6-speed manual and 

6-speed automatic gearbox options.

However, it’s the space inside 

that will be the deciding factor for 

someone considering the Alcazar. 

Despite using the same platform, 

Hyundai has managed to get an 

extra 150 mm for the wheelbase 

which means more legroom for 

passengers in the second and 

third rows, and gives the Alcazar 

an edge over the Tata Safari, MG 

Hector Plus and the current-

generation Mahindra XUV 5OO. 

The Alcazar will have six-seat and 

seven seat configurations, with 
captain seats and bench seats for 

the second row respectively. In 

the six seat configuration, there is 
a fixed armrest console between 
the captain seats, which is a good 

touch. The second row will feature 

a single-touch tumble mechanism 

for easy access to the third row 

which also gets dedicated AC vents. 

With the third row up, there is a 

best-in-segment 180 litres of boot 

space available. Since we drove pre-

production cars, it won’t be fair to 

talk much about the interiors and 

features, but expect a more premium 

space than the Creta with the usual 

bells and whistles we’ve come to 

expect of Hyundai – ventilated seats, 

a dual-tone interior, a panoramic 

sunroof, connected car tech, 

360-degree camera, and so on. 

The Alcazar was expected to be 

unveiled by the end of April but the 

second wave of Covid-19 has led to a 

delay. From what I saw, it is a true-

blue Hyundai; it looks good, it has all 

the features its buyers will want, and 

it will be easy to maintain. Hyundai 

will price it competitively, we expect, 

with prices in the ` 12 lakh to ` 22 

lakh (ex-showroom) range. Given its 

success in the SUV space, Hyundai 

will leave no stone unturned to make 

the Alcazar a winner as well. And 

I suppose time will tell whether its 

success will eat into the competition’s 

share or the Creta’s. ■
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COVER STORY
M E R C E D E S - A M G  G T- R

The Mercedes-AMG GT-R dials everything up 

to eleven before breaking off the knobs

BREAKING POINT

By Aditya Upadhyaula  Photographs Kaizad Adil Darukhanawala
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their manual transmissions and 

rev-happy engines deceive you with 

their analogue facade. 

Underneath it all, there is 

a vast network of cables and 

microprocessors modifying your 

inputs. Why am I talking about 

this, you ask? Well, if there’s one 

company that makes no qualms 

about its pursuit of technology, 

it’s Mercedes-Benz. Mercedes has 

always been at the forefront of tech, 

with its cars offering an insight into 

what regular cars will be like in the 

future. Still not making any sense, 

am I? Welcome to my world. Even a 

Cars these days are deceptively 

digital beings. In a typical car, we 

interact and control them with the 

throttle and the steering wheel, 

but over the years, the physical 

connections between those controls 

and the car have all but disappeared. 

Take the throttle, for example. It 

used to be a simple cable that used 

to dictate the amount of air and fuel 

that goes into the engine. These days, 

though, your inputs go through a 

computer which analyses a whole 

host of variables before actually 

actuating the throttle valve. Even 

the most ‘pure’ sportscars, with 

few days after I drove the Mercedes-

AMG GT-R, I still couldn’t make any 

sense of it.

For a car that looks imposing in 

every picture I’ve ever seen of it, it 

looks pretty small in person. ‘Low-

slung’ doesn’t even begin to describe 

it. There were a few kerbs near my 

house that were taller than the 

GT-R. Its classic long-hood-and-

short-deck design is an absolute 

visual treat, but you’ll first have to 
adjust your eyes to the bright yellow 

paint job. The brightness is only 

broken up by high gloss carbon fibre 
elements. The front splitter, mirrors, 
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roof and massive rear wing are all 

made of the lightweight material. The 

rear wing is adjustable, but you’ll 

have to bring out the tools to do it. If 

you’re looking for something a little 

easier to adjust, take a look at the 

front splitter. You can extend and 

retract that at the touch of a button. 

To be completely honest, if it weren’t 

for the bright paint scheme, it would 

be pretty easy to blend into traffi c 
with the GT-R. If you were the sort 

to drive this in regular traffi c, that is
Once you contort yourself into the 

snug bucket seats, you’ll realise that 

the interior is roomier than you’d 

have thought. Especially considering 

the fact that the mid-mounted 

engine is inches from your feet and 

you’re essentially sitting on the 

transmission and rear axle. I would 

describe the rest of the interior, but, 

really, the only thing that matters 

inside the AMG GT-R is the traction-

control knob that takes prominence 

on the center console. When you 

turn off traction control, this bright 

yellow knob jumps into action and 

lets you dial in the exact amount 

of slip you want the car to achieve. 

Everything else is irrelevant in the 

face of this magic knob!

All this time, I’ve loathed 

traction-control systems for their 

intrusiveness and the way they 

suck the joy out of everything, but 

I realise now that it’s because of 

badly executed systems. With the 

nine stages of traction control on 

offer here, you can set the GT-R 

to behave exactly how you want it. 

Carbon-ceramic brakes keep speed in check Look again, the engine is actually under the windshield
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Everything else is 
irrelevant in the face 
of this magic knob!

Maybe you’re okay with the rear end 

stepping out just a little; well, you 

can do that, and the electronics will 

not intervene until you surpass that 

limit. Or maybe you want to turn 

everything off and fend for yourself; 

you can do that as well. Even when 

the system does kick in, it does so 

gently, allowing you to regain control 

of the situation pretty easily.

Helping you manage all of 

that pendulum action is the 

Inside the GT-R, there’s actually plenty of tech to play with, but it’s the tactile traction-control knob you’ll be reaching for most often
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... the GT-R is as 
planted through 
corners as an oak tree

fire breathing litre twin turbo  
engine under the hood, of course  

ith an eager  and switchable 
traction control, you can’t blame 
me for smoking the rear wheels a 
bit  It wasn’t for fun, though, no  It 
was all to bring the rear wheels up 
to temperature so I could promptly 
rearrange my internal organs on my 
way to  kph from a standstill  
It takes  seconds, if you’re 
wondering, both to hit  kph and 
to also combine your spleen, kidney 
and liver to create a new organ  Now, 
while the engine is most definitely 
one of the highlights of the  

, it is so much more than just a 
seat strapped to a rocket  
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MERCEDES-AMG 
GT-R
POWERTRAIN

Displacement 3982cc, V8, turbopetrol

Max power 577 bhp@6250 rpm

Max torque 71.3 kgm@2100-5500 rpm

Transmission 7-speed, auto

TYRES

F/R 275/35 R19 / 325/30 R20

DIMENSIONS

L/W/H (mm) 4551/2007/1284

Wheelbase 2630 mm

Ground clearance NA

Kerb weight 1890 kg (gross weight)

Fuel capacity 75 litres

PRICE `2.64 CRORE

 (ex-showroom)

With the aforementioned sticky 

tyres, rear-wheel steering, rear-

biased weight distribution, and an 

enormous amount of functional 

aero, the GT-R is as planted through 

corners as an oak tree. The steering 

is quite lively in your hands, too, 

letting you know exactly what each 

front wheel is up to. The chassis is 

incredibly chatty, but then again, 

it’s diffi cult for it not to be when 
you’re sitting on the rear axle. 

Overall, for a car that is brimming 

with electronic nannies, it feels 

refreshingly analogue to drive. You 

know how they say a car shrinks 

around you? In slow-speed corners, 

the GT-R really does shrink around 

you, pivoting around its midpoint 

like a go-kart. It makes quick work of 

a series of bends and leaves a smile 

on your face that the Joker would be 

jealous of!

If it weren’t for the low, low 

ground clearance, and the fact that 

I can’t afford it, I would drive the 

GT-R every single day. I knew I 

would like this car, but even I was 

surprised at how much I ended up 

liking it. It’s a car that is incredibly 

honest, even through the multiple 

layers of its electronics. The GT-R 

proves that you don’t need to go 

back to the Stone Age to get a 

rewarding driving experience and I 

very much like that. ■

35MAY 2021 |  MOTORING WORLD



36 MOTORING WORLD | MAY 2021 



SPECIAL FEATURE | HYUNDAI

No matter the conditions, the Hyundai Creta 

is a force to be reckoned with

THE UNSTOPPABLE
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T
he Hyundai Creta has been a 

phenomenal success for the 

company. The Creta has pretty 

much established the benchmark 

for what India truly wants from an SUV. It 

has always had a perfect blend of the right 

size, great style, a feature list that runs deep, 

and that brilliant Hyundai service support. 

Thus, no wonder, it has been the guy to beat 

in the segment and a king to envy for the 

remaining segments. Over the years, we 

have also put the Creta against many odds 

and it has always come up on the winning 

side, impressing us in the process. 

However, this time around we had 

decided to put the new Hyundai Creta 

against the challenge that in a true sense 

forms the real reputation of a car in India, 

the grueling Nuptial Test. Let’s face it, Indian 

weddings are the most significant personal 

celebrations in a family and to call them a 

complicated affair to pull off would be an 

understatement. That constant challenge 

to keep everything as planned against the 

This is why the Nuptial Test is the most 
significant test for the car of the family

things that just won’t is like a thrilling race 

against time. If you manage to keep your 

sanity, optimism, and patience after the 

event is over, then you would have rightfully, 

earned a master's in event management. 

And this is why the Nuptial test is the 

most significant test for the car of the family. 

Nowhere else a car is put through never-

ending drive cycles packed with things you 

wonder even existed and were required. 

The car is supposed to ferry people, 

luggage, food, clothes, more food, more 

people, tiny humans, and even animals that 

were wolves a few thousand years ago. 

And then, it gets driven by multiple people, 

with multiple tastes in driving styles, and 

even that cousin of yours who drove a car 

only in GTA gets to drive it. We have always 

wanted to put a car on this test, but those 

among us who were married did not want 

to go ahead for the second time for obvious 

reasons, while the bachelors among us 

were, well, bachelors for a reason. 

So, when an opportunity arrived and 

a close friend was getting ready to start a 

new inning, we took the opportunity to pit 

the best-selling SUV in the most significant 

segment against the real challenge. On 

paper, the idea was simple, we visit our 

friend, help him pull off his wedding, and 

lend a supporting hand. But, ever since 

the new normal became the only normal, 

things have become far more complicated. 

Even though the list of guests was only 

20 people, we had to help our friend take 

care of them with complete protocols. With 

a maximum of two people along with the 

driver, it meant every time the car had to 

make multiple trips for short distances. And 

then, there were going to be multiple trips 

from his village to Chandigarh, a 150km trip 

one side, as well. 

As the Creta served as a shuttle, it was 

its brilliant 7-Speed DCT that never let 

fatigue creep in and the gearbox handled 

slow creeping speeds and the highway 

sprints with no fuss at all. The same can 

be said for the seats, with so many people 
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being ferried all around throughout the 

day, for almost 10 days, it was a test of 

the seat durability. Everyone simply loved 

the comfort the seats provide. The rear 

seats were especially the ones that the 

elderly liked for the comfort at the back. The 

navigation on the big 26.03 cm touchscreen 

was a breeze to use, it helped us find our 

way through the most secluded of Haryana 

villages at one moment. 

Then it comes to the sheer space the 

new Creta offers to put in the luggage, with 

its already large 433 litre boot, the Creta’s 

60:40 split seats also offered massive 

relief when just 8 hours to go, the vendor 

supposed to transport critical equipment 

had a logistical issue. At this hour, it was 

not possible to further extent the timings 

of the wedding, so it was all (sanitized) 

hands on deck and the Creta took the lead 

to transport everything home and make an 

already minimalist wedding an even more 

intimate affair. 

When we set out from Delhi for the 

friend’s wedding, we had a few ideas of 

what our long terms new Hyundai Creta 

would go through in this significant Nuptial 

Test. But, like all weddings, almost nothing 

goes to plan and there is always something 

that jumps out of the blue to put a spanner 

in the works. But our Creta did not budge 

a bit, and we were thoroughly amazed 

about how well built the Creta is. From 

harsh countryside roads to sprinting at 

Understated yet classy interior features all the tech you expect from a segment leader Motor’s refined, efficient and reliable to boot
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point, the main music provider of the wedding 

was this system and it did not disappoint. 

Then there is that awesome panoramic 

sunroof that makes the cabin feels rich and 

premium, lending an extra layer of finesse 

to the Creta’s interior. Every bit of the Creta 

seems to be a fit for our kind of requirements 

and then some.

As we finally managed to pull off a 

wedding with the Creta, we looked back at it 

parked proudly outside, as if it knew what it 

had achieved, a perfect 10 in the Nuptial test.  

high speeds on perfectly laid highways, the 

suspension and the brilliant 1.4 litre T-GDi 

Petrol BS6 turbo-charged engine on the 

Creta well an absolute joy. The only little 

nick pick would be that the Creta doesn’t 

offer and reach on its steering, and even all 

the tilt angles are tight. But then, the 8-way 

adjustable driver seat is super comfortable 

for long drives. 

The Premium Bose Sound system was a 

personal favourite of everyone as the music 

never and the dance never stopped. At one 

You have to go off the beaten paths for sights like this lovely one

A 433-litre boot means people lining up to fill it with wedding essentials
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Frankly, every bit of the Creta 
seemed to be a perfect fit for 
our requirements, and then some
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Here comes a fast sedan from Audi. We are excited

By Anubhav Sharma  Photographs Aniruddh Kaushal

BALANCING ACT
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The year 2021 isn’t turning out 

to be the normal one everyone 

hoped for, especially after a terrible 

2020. Travel is still limited, ‘normal’ 

life as we knew it is still a thing 

of the past, and the big three are 

launching fast sedans. Yes, in a 

market that is definitely swayed by 
tall stuff, Audi, Mercedes-Benz and 

BMW have all launched fast sedans 

in the last month or two. Every 

cloud has a silver lining, and if it 

comes in fast packages like the S5, 

we won’t complain.

Unlike the fast stuff from its 

compatriot rivals, the S5 is not an 

entirely new car. But it is impressive 

how Audi has managed to make the 

S5 look fresher and newer with some 

minor changes. Well, not exactly 

minor, but mostly visual changes 

like the new LED signature DRL’s, 

new tail-lamps, redesigned bumpers 

and a studded grille. The 19-inch 

alloys help with the wide low-slung 

stance, and the silver wing mirrors 

and quad tail pipes remind you that 

this is one of the sportier Audis.

If the exterior has become 

sporty, the interior balances it with 

understated luxury. Everything is 

where it should be and it is well 

put together. The dashboard is 

reminiscent of the A4, with the 

new floating touchscreen and 
the traditional AC controls. I like 

buttons, so I am happy there isn’t 

another touchscreen as seems to be 

the trend these days. The brushed-

aluminium touches, the Alcantara 

sprinkled in the cabin, and the grey 

upholstery remind you that this isn’t 

the , while fit and finish are what 
you expect in an Audi. 

Remember the bit about minor 

changes? Yeah, we are done 

talking about those. Because the 

one thing that hasn’t changed is 
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New, fresh, and a lot of fun

Audi’s virtual cockpit is easy and feature-packed 8-speed ‘box always ready to take off Buttons for the aircon, yay! High-end Bang and Ofulsen system is just superb! 
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The speed is impressive, 
but so is the practicality

the engine. The 354 bhp 3.0-litre 

twin-turbocharged V6 and 8-speed 

torque-converter automatic are 

perfectly matched and the 50 kgm 

of torque is split 40:60 front to rear 

with the help of quattro. There is no 

shortage of low-end torque and the 

turbo lag is not bothersome, most of 

the time. The acceleration will make 

you grin and even though there is no 

launch control, I believe the claimed 

0-100-kph time of 4.8 seconds; it 

goes well past 100 kph before you 

can even react to the irritating 

80-kph beep. 

Mechanicals have not changed 

much, which means the S5 still 

handles well and thanks to quattro 

there is a lot of grip, always. You 

could try your luck going fast 

around a corner and as long as 

you can manage the understeer, it 

is going to be fun. The steering is 

light and quick, too, though some 

feedback would have been nice. 

Adaptive dampers are optional 

and there are fi ve driving modes 
to choose from – Comfort, Auto, 

ynamic, Individual, and ffi ciency  
Dynamic is the one to choose if you Lots of space for bags to go fl ying around
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AUDI S5 SPORTBACK 
TFSI QUATTRO
POWERTRAIN

Displacement 2994cc, V6, Petrol 

Max power 354 bhp@5400-6400 rpm

Max torque 50 kgm@1370-4500 rpm

Transmission 8-speed tiptronic, AT

TYRES

F/R 255/35 R19 /  255/35 R19

DIMENSIONS

L/W/H (mm) 4765 / 1845 / 1390

Wheelbase 2825 mm

Ground clearance 115 mm

Kerb weight 2,035 kgs

Fuel capacity 58 litres

PRICE ` 79,06,000 

 (ex-showroom, Delhi)

like your V6 sounds deep and raspy.

As much as I loved the 

acceleration runs, and that’s pretty 

much everyone will talk about, it 

is the practicality of the S5 which 

makes it impressive. It is competing 

mostly with SUVs, and while there 

is no high ground clearance to boast 

about, there is a decent amount of 

space. Ride quality is comfortable 

and two people at the back will not 

complain. The fastback shape allows 

for a decent 480-litre boot and there 

is enough headroom for the average 

Indian height. There is no shortage 

of creature comforts, with a three-

zone climate control, Audi’s virtual 

cockpit digital dials, a large sunroof, 

a fantastic Bang & Olufsen sound 

system, Apple CarPlay and Android 

Auto — everything we have come to 

expect in a luxury car, the S5 has it. 

What doesn’t work in the S5’s 

favour is the price, and while we  

can blame taxes for it, since the 

S5 is a CBU, price remains an 

important factor. If you are just 

looking for a fast sedan, the price 

difference compared to the BMW 

340i will bother you. However, if 

you are looking for a car which can 

balance the family’s comfort and/

or luxury needs along with your 

own need for speed, then the S5 is 

a worthy contender. It is stunning 

to look at and will stand out in most 

parking lots, which only makes its 

case stronger. ■
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HEART AND EMOTION
The stylish Xtreme 160R from Hero MotoCorp is bound to win hearts

I
n India, where the masses are dependent on two-wheelers for 

transportation, it becomes a major responsibility for a manufacturer 

to live up to expectations. Hero MotoCorp is a brand whose roots 

go deep into the Indian soil and into our hearts. This is also the 

reason why the company holds every conceivable motorcycle-sales 

record in the country. Now, with travel distances and standards of 

living progressively on the rise in the country, it becomes crucial to 

provide a machine that is up for the challenge. This is exactly where 

the Hero Xtreme 160R comes in.

The Xtreme 160R is a modern and contemporary offering that has 

rolled off the company’s assembly line. Starting from the design, it has 

smooth, flowing lines running along the full length of the bike, starting 

from the fuel tank and ending in the tail section. The design team at 

Hero has cleverly managed to keep the lines fluid and continuous 

which gives the Xtreme 160R a very ‘now’ appeal. But that isn’t all; up 

front and lighting up the road is the droid-looking all-LED headlamp 

flanked by LED indicators. Also, the tail section is unique as it tapers 

nicely towards the H-shaped tail-lamp, giving the motorcycle a light 

and compact personality.

Once astride, the Xtreme 160R greets you with all-digital 

instrumentation that has important readouts like the speedometer, 

rev-counter, fuel gauge, tripmeters, time, and other tell-tale lights. The 

handlebar is wide, while the one-piece seat has been contoured to 

aid maximum comfort and support to grip the bike with the knees. The 

Xtreme 160R is built around a diamond-type frame with the 163cc 

air-cooled engine acting as a stressed member. The fuel-injected 

motor is rated to produce 15 bhp and 1.42 kgm that is delivered 

in a refined and linear manner to the slick 5-speed constant-mesh 

gearbox. Another highlight of the Xtreme 160R is its overall weight 

which stands at 138.5 kg which makes it the lightest motorcycle in its 

segment. The peppy yet frugal nature of the engine combined with 

the light weight of the motorcycle offers an engaging power-to-weight 

ratio to have fun with.

Now all of that would be pointless without good handling, right? 

Well, the Xtreme 160R doesn’t disappoint in that department. 

Equipped with a telescopic fork and a preload-adjustable monoshock 

at the rear, the dynamics of the motorcycle have been sorted out to 

offer the perfect balance between commuting and sportiness. Also 

worth mentioning are the 100-section front and 130-section MRF 

Revz S tyres that offer ample grip leaving you to ride with complete 

peace of mind. May it be filtering through traffic or attacking corners 

in the twisties, the Xtreme 160R inspires confidence and rewards you 

with riding pleasure.

And when the time comes to shed speed, the disc-brake setup at 

both ends makes sure the job is done with total control and finesse. 

Backing it further from the safety aspect is the single-channel ABS 

that prevents the front wheel from locking up in case of sudden 

braking. The Hero MotoCorp Xtreme 160R is a stylish and joyful 

motorcycle that packs performance, practicality, looks and efficiency. 

With all those boxes ticked, there was little surprise that it took 

top honours at the 2021 Motoring World Awards as the Premium 

Commuter Of The Year!

The Hero Motocorp Xtreme 160R is the 2021 Motoring World
 Premium Commuter of the year

SPECIAL FEATURE | HERO MOTOCORP XTREME 160R



ISSUE SPECIAL
M E R C E D E S - B E N Z  A - C L A S S 

L I M O U S I N E  A M G  A 3 5  4 M AT I C
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The new AMG A35 4Matic shows you 

how to play the game a little differently

MANGO YELLOW

engineering college in 2004 attracted 

quite a lot of funny remarks, but 

none of that mattered to me; they 

made me look different which is why 

I loved wearing them. 

Likewise, cars also tell you a lot 

about their persons. And a car like 

this A-Class Limousine AMG A35 

4Matic (some name, that), especially 

in the dazzling shade of yellow, 

shouts everything it says. In the 

sea of white, black and grey cars 

By Janak Sorap  Photographs Rajeev Gaikwad

You can tell a lot about a person 

by their shoes. Or at least it’s an 

adage of the shallow variety that 

we’ve come across at some point or 

the other. What does it have to do 

with the car in question here? Well, 

to drag the context-setting on even 

further, back in college, out of all the 

different shoes I had, it was a pair of 

yellow Converses personalised with 

Rasta laces, that were my absolute 

favourites. Sporting these in an 
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Besides the direct steering feel, the A35’s cabin off ers sophistication and luxury with a good dab of sportiness  

Twin-scroll turbocharged 2-litre unit packs a good punch

The limousine tag surely justifi es at off ering ample legroom

Large 18-inch wheels manage to off er a nice ride quality
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...it can transfer up to 
50 per cent of the power 
to the rear wheels when 
aggressively driven  

that our eyes are used to, this one 

stands out. There was a time when 

you could get a car that was painted 

in yellow, but nowadays colours like 

these are only to be seen on exotics 

like Lamborghinis and Ferraris 

alike. Which makes this AMG even 

more special. Besides grabbing 

maximum attention anywhere you 

go, the colour yellow also has added 

signifi cance in the car world  it’s a 
shade that’s closely associated with 
racing which eventually refers to 

speed and performance.

The A35 here is currently the 

most affordable AMG that you 

can buy. I, for one, have always 

associated AMGs with loud and 

deafening V8s capable of shredding 

rear tyres for breakfast. However, 

the one underneath the hood 

here is an inline-four 2.0-litre 

unit upgraded with a twin-scroll 

turbocharger, a better cooling 

system, and some other upgrades, 

to pump out 301 bhp and 40.78 

kgm which is nearly twice of what 

the standard A-Class makes. So, 

is it fast  It’s not fast enough to 
make you soil your pants, but it’ll 
make you grip that Alcantara-

fi nished fl at bottomed steering 
wheel with alertness. The seats have 

excellent side bolstering and I could 

immediately notice that whenever I 

chucked the A35 hard into a corner. 

Speaking of corners, this car 

is quite a handler. While it largely 

uses the front wheels for drive on 

most occasions, it can transfer 

up to 50 per cent of the power to 

the rear wheels when aggressively 

driven, thanks to the 4Matic system. 

Also, like thoroughbred AMGs that 

come with torque vectoring, the 

inner wheels are capable of braking 

mid-corners thus enabling a tighter 

line. And that experience gets even 

better with the direct and beautifully 

assisted steering that tells you 

where the wheels are planted at 

all times. The A35 comes with four 

driving modes  omfort, port, 
Sport+ and Individual. Comfort 

mode is for driving the AMG A35 

like how a Mercedes-Benz is usually 

driven. Meanwhile, Sport and Sport+ 

are for days when you want to feel 

the AMG rush, and were the modes 

I drove it in most of the time. The 

Sport+ mode also lets out off-throttle 

pops and bangs from the twin 

exhausts making the experience 

most surreal.

Now, the folks at Mercedes-Benz 

say that the A35 is an AMG you 

can drive on a daily basis. For the 

few days I spent with the car, I can 

safely say that it truly is. Most other 
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The limousine suffix 
equates to a spacious 
in-cabin experience 

MERCEDES-BENZ 
A-CLASS LIMOUSINE 
AMG A35 4MATIC
POWERTRAIN

Displacement 1991cc, I4, turbo-petrol

Max power 301 bhp@5800 rpm

Max torque 40.78 kgm@3000-4000 rpm

Transmission 7AT

TYRES

F/R 235/40 R18 / 235/40 R18

DIMENSIONS

L/W/H (mm) 4559/1992/1411

Wheelbase 2729 mm

Ground clearance 160 mm

Kerb weight NA

Fuel capacity 51 litres

PRICE ` 56.24 LAKH 

(ex-showroom, Delhi)

cars that are built for speed have stiff 

suspension, which is not the case 

with the A35. Thanks to adaptive 

suspension, you are left with a ride 

quality that is only slightly stiff but 

manageable for city roads. Visibility 

from the driver’s seat is good all-

around, while the correctness of 

the proximity sensors with the rear 

camera makes driving through tight 

spots and reversing an easy task. 

However, I have to tell you that if 

I could change one thing to make 

this car more driveable, it would be 

its ground clearance. Sitting 160 

mm off the tarmac, I had to always 

be extra cautious whenever it came 

to clearing speed breakers as the 

underbelly can easily scrape itself 

with minimal warning.

However, when driving on smooth 

and wide roads, the experience 

inside the cabin is typical Mercedes-

Benz, well-cushioned and luxurious. 

he limousine suffi x e uates to a 
spacious in-cabin experience with 

surprisingly ample legroom for the 

second row. I would have liked 

more under-thigh support, but 

that doesn’t matter because this 

AMG is not a car you’d want to be 

chauffeured in. Other bits like the 

panoramic sunroof, aluminium 

inserts, the large touch-sensitive 

infotainment display and drilled 

pedals will ensure you are taken 

care of from the moment you open 

the door.

The AMG A35 might not be a 

full fl edged  with a growling  
under the hood, an aggressive bulge 

on the bonnet or with sumptuous 

use of carbon fi bre all around  
But it is no less of an engaging 

drive, either. For an asking price 

of ` 56.24 lakh, ex-Delhi, it is the 

easiest and legit way to add an AMG 

to your garage instead of sticking 

a faux AMG badge on a Mercedes-

Benz. As for me, if I had that kind 

of money, I would pick it in yellow 

without a doubt. ■
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ISSUE SPECIAL
M A S E R AT I  L E VA N T E  S

The Maserati Levante S isn’t a ‘sensible’ 

buy, but that’s a very good thing

HEART TIMES

Text & Photos Pablo Chaterji
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Maseratis are beautiful. In fact, 

I’d go as far as to say that over the 

last 15 years, they’ve consistently 

been the most beautiful cars being 

made. Look at the GranTurismo 

and GranCabrio – they’re pure 

erotica in automotive form, 

even two years after they were 

discontinued. Or check out the new 

MC20 – is there a modern Ferrari 

that can match it for visual drama? 

Even the Ghibli is heart-stoppingly 

gorgeous  It figures, then, that the 
firm’s  would also reach the 
aesthetic parts that others cannot, 

albeit in a somewhat hefty manner. 

It’s always a tough ask to make 

any  look smashing, and few 
manufacturers are able to pull off 

this feat, but the Levante ticks lots 

of boxes in the ‘Wowza’ department.

iewed head on, the evante has 
a fantastic presence, especially with 

the morning light glinting off the 

famous trident on that enormous 

grille. It looks as purposeful 

as a hound after a hare, while 

simultaneously managing to appear 

like it’s just stepped out of an 

Ermenegildo Zegna store after a 

few judicious purchases (you can 

option bespoke Zegna interiors in 

Maseratis, by the way). The limpid 

dark blue on this particular example 

is especially stunning as a shade, 

giving it an air of sophistication and 

contrasting nicely with the touches 

of chrome on it. 

The Levante’s haunches look gym-

toned and shapely, and in profile, 
that sloping roof adds a touch of 

oomph to the already sexy design, 

with the 20-inch wheels pitching 

in as well. It’s only when you get to 

the Levante’s rear that you wonder 

if a better job couldn’t have been 

done of it. It’s wide and adds heft, 

but the tail-lights and its somewhat 

slab-like nature aren’t as pulse-

quickening as the rest of the body 

the uad exhausts definitely are  
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The Levante has a fantastic presence, 
especially with the morning light glinting off  
the famous trident on that enormous grille

Old school, plush cabin, but not as slick as the competition

The meters are analogue and easy to read Lots of room at the back for the lucky occupantsThere’s a proper bruiser of a V6 engine under the hood
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Nevertheless, it’s the slickest SUV 

around at the moment, although  

I’m sure Cayenne and Velar fans  

will disagree.

When I mentioned earlier that 

Maseratis are beautiful, I forgot 

to mention that they also sound 

absolutely sensational (the ones 

with petrol engines, that is). This 

isn’t surprising given the Ferrari 

connection, but still, when you 

fire one up, it’s impossible not to 
feel all flushed with excitement as 
the raspy top notes are absorbed 

directly by your veins; rev the engine 

a few times at standstill and you 

know the symphony orchestra is 

definitely in town, with a sonorous 
bass note sitting at the bottom. The 

powerplant in question is a Ferrari-

built twin-turbo 3.0-litre V6 putting 

out 430 bhp and 59 kgm, and it’s a 

right barnstormer.

The right thing to do in this 

Levante is to select Sport mode 

both engine and suspension , find 
an open stretch of road, blip the 

throttle unnecessarily loudly a few 

times, yell ‘Fire in the hole!’ and 

floor it  ith all manner of lascivious 
explosions and burbles, the aser 
slingshots off its line and hurtles to 

100 kph in just over 5 seconds, with 

the turbos doing their thing to help 

matters along. The faster you go, 

the better the exhaust note sounds, 
which is a slightly dangerous state of 

affairs because you want to… keep 

going faster. There’s gobs of torque 

everywhere, which means that even 

the bottom end of the rev range isn’t 

an obstacle when it comes to rapidly 

getting a move on; as the revs rise, 

the kick in the pants is addictive. 

There’s an 8-speed ZF automatic 

gearbox on duty, with a lovely 
pair of aluminium flappy paddles, 
and although it’s no PDK, it shifts 

smoothly and reasonably quickly. 

More crispness would have been 

welcome, but when you’re blasting 

along, savouring the soundtrack 

and working the paddles, you’ll 

hardly notice. This is a typical 

Maserati, in the sense that it’s all 

about the feel and soul, rather than 

the bleeding edge of technology 

and engineering. Part of that feel, 

surprisingly, comes from its electric 

steering. While it may be heretical to 

claim that it’s better than the older 

mechanical unit, it would not be 

untrue, because it makes it a cinch to 

drive the evante in everyday traffic 
while also providing plenty of heft 

when you decide that all bets are off. 

In a sense, it makes the Levante feel 

smaller than it is without in any way 

compromising the driving experience
It’s not just a straight line bruiser, 

either. There’s been some suspension 

tweaks on it, which make it about 

as agile as you can expect a car of 
this size and weight to be. The air 

suspension is on the springy side 

in omfort mode, which is fine for 
highway cruising but which makes 

for some body roll during tight 

cornering. In Sport, though, things 

improve quite dramatically, with 

the springs and dampers tightening 

up and the 4WD system delivering 

more power to the rear wheels. You 

can slice-and-dice your way through 

corners all day if you wish, and the 

Levante won’t break a sweat. It’ll 

struggle against a Porsche Cayenne, 

60 MOTORING WORLD | MAY 2021



but will otherwise keep up with 

pretty much everything else. The 

ride quality is perfectly acceptable 

in most conditions, although you do 

feel some thuds in the cabin when 

you go over large bumps at speed.

The Levante’s cabin is a bit 

of a mixed bag, especially for an 

SUV that costs ` 1.63 crore (ex-

showroom), and that wants to 

dance with the Cayennes and RR 

Sports of the world. The red leather 

looks great, it has to be said, and 

the dashboard is covered with the 

stuff. The seats are very comfortable 

indeed, with more than enough 

leg and head room in the back, 

and in general, there’s not that 

much to complain about because 

the basics are in place. It’s just 

that in this stratosphere, basics 

don’t really cut it, and when you 

look at the profusion of parts from 

other FCA vehicles that have been 

used – case in point, the rather 

dated touchscreen and the window 

switches – you begin to wonder 

if the Levante is up to scratch 

here. This is the 2020 model, and 

the 2021 version comes with an 

updated infotainment system and 

other cosmetic upgrades, but if 

you’re unwilling to wait for that one 

and simply must have a Levante 

right now, you’ll have to live with 

the current cabin. Mind you, it’s 

actually quite old school in its sense 

of plushness and build, but most 

buyers these days want nothing but 

the latest, so…

It would be an understatement 

to say that the Levante isn’t a 

‘head’ decision, so if you’re of 

that bent of mind, you should 

probably stay away from it. What 

it definitely is, however, is a hot
blooded hormonally-driven red-mist 

decision, with practicality and other 

such terms nowhere in the mix 

(even though it is quite practical 

as well). This is an exotic machine 

and needs to be viewed as such, 

not with the intellect but with (dare 

I say it) the loins. It looks sexy, it’s 

fast, it’s comfortable and it sounds 

deliciously good, which is more than 

enough for me. Who needs a fancy 

touchscreen, anyway?. ■

MASERATI 
LEVANTE S
POWERTRAIN

Displacement 2979cc, V6, twin turbo-petrol

Max power 430 bhp@5750 rpm

Max torque 59.17 kgm@1750 rpm

Transmission 8AT

TYRES

F/R NA

DIMENSIONS

L/W/H (mm) 5003/1968/1679

Wheelbase 3004 mm

Ground clearance 200 mm

Kerb weight 2109 kg

Fuel capacity 80 litres

PRICE  ` 1.63 CRORE 

(ex-showroom, India)

Rev the engine a few times 
at standstill and you know 
the symphony orchestra 
is definitely in town
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WAX ON, 
WAX OFF
We test a bunch of products from Turtle Wax 

on our machines and are mighty impressed

KITBAG
B AG G I N ’  I T

We test a bunch of products from Turtle Wax 

on our machines and are mighty impressed

We all love our 

machines, don’t we? 

Whether with two or four 

wheels, they’re our pride 

and joy, and we all want 

to keep them clean and 

shining. But, visiting a 

detailing shop now and 

again can be an expensive 

affair, and it also involves a 

lot of time. Turtle Wax lets 

you skip all of that with its 

wide range of products for 

the care and maintenance 

of your car or motorcycle. 

We’ve been using their 

products for quite a while 

now and here’s how they 

have performed.

ICE Snow Foam Wash: 

This car/bike foam 

washing solution is just 

awesome. Applicable 

by hand or with a foam 

sprayer, the lather/foam 

stays for a good duration 

that helps loosen dirt and 

grime, and cleans it off 

the paint surface without 

damage. It is pH balanced 

and comes with a likeable 

bubble-gum fragrance.

Quick & Easy Inside & 

Out Protectant:

As the name suggests, 

this one does it all. Like, 

seriously. It restores 

shine and protects plastic 

panels, rubber and vinyl 

surfaces, both on the 

interior and exterior. The 

main bonus being it can be 

used on tyres (cars only) as 

well, which remain black 

and shiny for long periods.

Odor-X:

If you spend a lot of time in 

your car, it is a given that 

we end up drinking coffee, 

other beverages 

or eating food 

in it. Also, 

people have 

pets and some 

also smoke 

while driving. 

All of this leaves 

behind odours 

that can get 

amplifi ed given 
the closed 

environment. 

Odor-X 

neutralises 

such odours 

leaving your car smelling 

fresh and relaxing.

Interior1 Multi-Purpose 

Cleaner and Stain 

Remover: 

From plastic and carpets 

to fabric /leatherette 

upholstery, this multi-

purpose cleaner and stain 

remover does it all. It 

removes dirt, stains easily 

and also deodorises the 

interiors, too. It comes 

with a detachable brush 

cap that can be used to 

scrub surfaces clean.   

Clearvue Rain Repellant: 

We all know how 

important visibility is 

when it comes to driving in 

the monsoons. Keeping 

the water off the 

windshield is of utmost 

importance and the 

Rain Repellent 

from Turtle Wax 

does a splendid 

job. Once applied, 

the water droplets 

simply roll off the 

glass improving 

visibility while also 

prolonging the life 

of the wipers. ■
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THE GRAPEVINE

Love the sweet exhaust 

note of inline-four mill? 

We surely do, and to make 

it more accessible, Honda 

has launched the naked 

CB650R along with the 

updated version of the 

faired CBR650R. These 

new models come to India 

via the CKD route and 

have been priced at `

8.67 lakh and ` 8.88 lakh 

(ex-showroom, Guru-

gram), respectively. Both 

bikes are powered by a 

649cc DOHC inline-four 

that delivers 86 bhp at 

12,000 rpm and 5.86 kgm 

at 8500 rpm, paired to 

TRIPLE TREAT

WINGS OF FIRE
a 6-speed gearbox. Using 

a tubular-steel diamond 

frame, the bikes are sus-

pended by a Showa USD 

fork and a preload-adjust-

able monoshock. The bikes 

feature safety features like 

the Emergency Stop Signal 

technology, Honda Igni-

tion Security System, and 

Honda Selectable Torque 

Control. You can have the 

CB650R in either Candy 

Chromosphere Red or Matte 

Gunpowder Black Metallic, 

while the CBR650R is of-

fered in Grand Prix Red and 

Matte Gunpowder Black 

Metallic liveries.

LITTLE HUSTLER

Always dreamt of owning 

a modern naked British 

motorcycle? Well, now you 

can do so without burning 

a deep hole in your pocket. 

That’s because Triumph 

has launched its entry-level 

street-naked offering, the 

Trident, in India as a CKD. 

At ` 6.95 lakh, not only is 

it competitively priced, but 

it’s also the most affordable 

motorcycle in the compa-

ny’s portfolio. Built around 

take care of damping duties, 

a Nissin braking system 

does the job of shedding 

speed. Available in four 

colour schemes, bookings 

for the motorcycle are open 

across all Triumph outlets. 

Get yours now!

an all-new tubular steel 

chassis, the Trident is 

powered by a sweet 660cc 

inline-triple that belts out 

80 bhp at 10,250 rpm and 

6.52 kgm at 6250 rpm mat-

ed to a 6-speed gearbox. A 

bi-directional quickshifter is 

an optional accessory, and 

the bike features ride-by-

wire tech thus offering two 

riding modes and adjusta-

ble traction control. It also 

features Bluetooth-enabled 

fully digital instrumenta-

tion. While Showa units 

Till now the Pulsar 125 was the 

only 125cc offering in Bajaj’s 

Pulsar lineup. Now, the bike 

maker has introduced the Pul-

sar NS125, taking the Pulsar 

family number to ten models. 

Using underpinnings from the 

larger NS models, the NS125 

not only uses a smaller motor 

but also a simpler one; it is 

the same unit that does duty 

in the Pulsar 125 but with a 

different state of tune, and the 

gearbox is a constant-mesh 

5-speed unit. While it keeps 

the perimeter frame, braking is 

taken care of by a disc-drum 

arrangement. Meanwhile, sus-

pension duties are handled by 

a telescopic fork and a mono-

shock. On the price front, at 

` 93,690 the NS125 is ` 16,000 

cheaper than the NS160, but 

` 20,000 more than the stand-

ard Pulsar 125. 
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The Triumph Bonneville Scrambler 

1200 is a fantastic and capable mo-

torcycle. For 2021, the company has 

made a few tweaks to the powertrain 

to meet BS6 norms. While power 

figures remain unchanged, the ex-

haust system, besides getting a larger 
catalytic converter, has been slightly 
revised for improved heat dissipation. 

hat’s the power to weight ratio of the 
limited-production KTM 1290 Super Duke 

RR. Now the standard Super Duke R isn’t 

exactly feeble, but the folks at  weren’t 
satisfied enough and decided to go nuts  n 

 suffix usually refers to added power and 
tech, but over here it’s all about reducing 
weight  ipping the scale at  kg lesser than 
the standard model, the 1290 Super Duke 

 has undergone extensive carbon fibre use 
starting with the frame which weighs just 

 gm  esides that, the front mudguard 
and the brake caliper cooling scoop are all 
carbon fibre, too  lso, it gets forged alumini-
um alloy wheels that weigh  kg less  tter 
mayhem, if you ask us.

If you want to know how to make a 

beautiful and fast bike even better, 

ask the folks at  gusta  he Ital-
ian bike maker has taken the wraps 

off the 2021 Superveloce, and it’s 

somehow even more gorgeous than 
it already was  part from being a 
Euro 5 compliant motor, the inter-

nals get titanium valve guides with 
diamond like carbon  coating to 
reduce friction, larger injectors and 

NEW AND SPECIAL

1:1

ITALIAN LOVE

KTM and Husqvarna have hiked their pric-

es due to an increase in raw material costs. 

he impact ranges from the  uke, 
which received the least hike of ` 1792, to 

the vartpilen  which received the high-

est increase at `  ollowing closely, 
the recently launched 125 Duke features a 

hike of `   fair bit, we’d say  

EV HIKE

PRICE CHECK

ollowing its first price hike last month, 
owning a ajaj hetak  has just got 
dearer as the company has significantly 
hiked the prices of the scooter by up to Rs 

,  ith bookings recently reopened, 
the company has now priced the rbane 
variant at Rs 1.42 lakh and the Premium 

at ` 1.44 lakh.

TOUGHED UP

ajaj has launched the  at ` 55,494 

ex elhi  alongside the standard  
featuring a bunch of upgrades  ou get a 
round headlamp with a grille and fairing, 
thicker crash guards, moulded footpegs 
and a rear carrier. Furthermore, there are 

new tank grip pads, a handlebar brace and 
a higher ground clearance of  mm

67

long with the  update, riumph 
has also added a limited-run Steve 

McQueen Edition that is limited to 

only  units featuring a custom 
green livery with teve c ueen 
branding on the tank and handlebar 
clamp  xpect the  edition of 
the Scrambler 1200 to make it to our 

shores soon.

a new oil cooler  he engine manage-

ment system has also been tweaked 

for better mid range performance  
urther, the  model gets I

based electronics and a new 5-inch 

TFT screen with Bluetooth connectivi-

ty. Other bits include a stiffer chassis 

by utilising new frame plates and a 
slight adjustment in the fully adjust-
able ar occhi  fork setup   
heartbreaker just got more potent  
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Is the Benelli TRK 502 really 
bang for the buck after all?
By Janak Sorap Photographs Kaizad Adil Darukhanawala

ADVENTURE 
UNDERDOG

Yes, many say it’s a Chinese 

motorcycle. And that it lacks the 

punch that one would expect from 

a parallel-twin, and that amongst 

its competition, it falls short of 

features that would make it an 

appealing proposition. All of that is 

unfortunately true about the Benelli 

TRK 502, and is probably why this 

adventure tourer hasn’t been able 

to sweep riders off their feet. But 

in all fairness, how much do those 

shortcomings matter, if at all? If you 

have ridden enough motorcycles, 

you’d agree that every motorcycle, 

no matter how it’s built, still fulfi ls 

its purpose. That makes the TRK 

502 not a bad motorcycle at all.

When I rode the previous version 

of the TRK 502, despite a few niggles 

I was pretty much content with 

what I was offered for its asking 

price. It runs decently, has pliant 

suspension, and brakes fairly 

well, too. And now, with the BS6 

version, Benelli has not only made 

improvements, but has also slashed 

its price by Rs 30,000. Now, one 

might say that is probably an act 

of desperation from the company to 

sell their motorcycles. But the way 

I see it, it’s also that much money 

ready at your immediate disposal to 

fulfi l why the purpose of buying an 
adventure tourer in the fi rst place

I feel what matters when 

considering an adventure-touring 

motorcycle is mainly comfort, linear 

power delivery, range, and load-

carrying capacity. Now, the TRK 

502 might not be an ace at all of 

that, but it gets the job done fairly 

well. For comfort, even though 

the older version was comfortable 

and spacious, Benelli has revised 

the cushioning for better long-

distance touring. Meanwhile, the 

handlebar is easy to reach and the 
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Switchgear is now backlit, aiding better visibility at night Power socket helps keep your gadgets charged on the go

Rev-counter gets a while background, rest remains the same Seat cushioning has been revised for more comfort

Knuckle protectors have been upgraded with a metal frame

’pegs are conveniently positioned. 

Furthermore, the BS6 version

gets backlit switchgear and new 

knuckle guards, something that 

even a few premium adventure 

tourers don’t offer.

Coming to the powertrain, I do 

agree that more punch from the 

500cc twin would have been nice, 

but that’s just me. Considering 

the number of new entrants in the 

adventure-touring space, the kind 

of power delivered by the TRK 502 

is the best to learn on. The tall 

gearing lets you climb a slightly 

inclined road at the speed of 16 kph 

in second gear! That helps a lot in 

building confi dence  es, it does 
weigh 235 kg, which is a lot when 

you see it on paper. Once astride, 

as long as you keep the weight 

on the wheels, the TRK 502 is an 

adequately nimble motorcycle to 

manoeuvre. 

es, its big proportions do come 
in the way of squeezing through 

tight gaps, but hey, don’t we all 

want a big intimidating-looking 

motorcycle that has good road 

presence? Also, Benelli offers the 

TRK 502 with a decent-sized carrier 

and pannier stays as standard 

from the factory which again saves 

costs. I can’t think of any other 

manufacturer that does that. Next, 

the TRK 502 has a 20-litre fuel tank 

which is perfect for touring and 

covering long distances.

To sum it up, the TRK 502, in 

my opinion, is a good motorcycle 

to consider if you are on a tight 

budget and serious about touring. 

es, the company is still working 
on improving its service network 

and cost of maintenance, but if 

you don’t mind getting some grease 

under your nails and are willing 

to learn a thing or two about the 

mechanicals, it shouldn’t be a big 

deal. If you ask me, this Benelli is 

a motorcycle that strikes a good 

balance between practicality and 

pleasure, which is all that matters 

in the end. ■

BENELLI TRK 502
POWERTRAIN

Displacement 500cc, parallel-twin

Max power 46.8 bhp@8500 rpm 

Max torque 4.69 kgm@6000 rpm 

Transmission 6-speed 

CHASSIS

Type Steel-tube trellis

BRAKES

F/R 320-mm dual discs / 

 230-mm disc

TYRES

F/R 120/70 R17 / 160/60 R17   

DIMENSIONS

L/W/H (mm) 2200/915/1450

Wheelbase 1505 mm

Ground clearance 190 mm

Seat height 800 mm

Kerb weight 235 kg 

Fuel capacity 20 litres

PRICE ` 4.79 LAKH 

(ex-showroom, Delhi)
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... the kind of 
power delivered by 
the TRK 502 is the 
best to learn on
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ISSUE SPECIAL
MOTOMATIC YAMAHA RD 350
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An RD 350 brought into the world 
by MotoMatic R&D. Better get your 
diapers ready

By Kartik Ware  Photographs Kaizad Adil Darukhanawala 

KICKING
SCREAMING

AND
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What’s better than a Yamaha 

RD 350? An RD 350 with expansion 

chambers! Of course, there are 

many more intricate things people 

do to wrest every last hoof of 

horsepower from the legendary 

seven-port reed-valve parallel-twin. 

But those mods won’t make sense 

without a pair of pipes that sound 

like a million buzzing bees on the 

back of your neck. This custom 

RD 350 by Bangalore’s MotoMatic 

R&D is a glorious example of 

that philosophy. Yes, expansion 

chambers are eligible to be 

categorised under ‘philosophy’. Or at 

least that’s the angle you could try 

to convince the cops with to let you 

go, however futile the attempt. 

The irony of riding this bike 

in Bangalore, where cops use 

road rollers to fl atten aftermarket 
exhausts, was hilarious. Obviously, 

we had to head to a deserted area 

to ride the bike, and even at the 

smallest of throttle openings, 

the DG expansion chambers 

were hysterically vocal. Once at 

the secluded location, they were 

unexpectedly surreal. Every blip of 

the throttle sent out shockwaves 

that seemed to bounce back towards 

us from kilometres away. Indeed, 

there was nothing around in this 

fl at area except trees and steel
lattice transmission towers. The 

’s shriek seemed to refl ect from 
every available surface, recreating 

the long-forgotten atmosphere of 

racetracks enveloped in 2T mist.  

As my mind basked in the pipes’ 

aural virtuosity, it was almost too 

easy to overlook the other mods on 

the bike. And also how compact 

this particular RD was. Honestly, 

its proportions were closer to that 

of an RX, and it was 15 kg lighter 

than a standard RD, too. A compact 

and lightened motorcycle is always 

a good idea, especially if a welcome 

side effect was a front wheel that 

performed a high salute to the 

memory of two-strokes every time 

the throttle was opened in the fi rst 
two gears. Maybe even three, but 

since the motor was fresh from 

a rebuild, it was best not to ask 

too much of it. It also had a mild 

porting job, ikuni  fl at slide 
carburettors, ni air fi lters, and an 
RDD CDI kit upgrade, all of which 

made the bike breathe and run freer 

than a normal RD. This makes for 

a 350cc two-stroke that one can be 

simultaneously happy about and 

afraid of.   

To slow down the fear somewhat, 

there was also a ByBre front disc 

brake, front forks from a Bajaj 

Pulsar 220, and 17-inch Michelin 

Sirac Street tyres, a 2.75 inch up 

front and a 3.00 inch at the back. 

That wasn’t exactly a reassuring 

footprint for a bike pushing 45 bhp 

in a very two-stroke-doomsday 

manner, but as long as things were 

kept straight up, it all worked out. 

MotoMatic had also managed to 

Nothing looks shinier than a freshly-built bike! 

What sounds better, ‘torque induction’ or ‘Alice’? Symmetry of design and singularity of purposeThe heart of mayhem. And the pipes from hell

Forget gods, this is what you pray to on an RD
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The RD’s shriek seemed to refl ect 
from every available surface, recreating 
the long-forgotten atmosphere of 
racetracks enveloped in 2T mist
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how accomplished, cannot even 

hope to feel like this. Then again, 

it’s not their fault they can’t have 

expansion chambers. After years, 

I remembered what ‘on the pipe’ 

means and feels like. A gradual and 

full twist of the throttle went thus: 

a restless metallic burble to begin 

with, a smoothening of vibrations at 

around 4000 rpm and an imaginary 

coiling up for the strike, and then 

bursting into a frenzy of revs whose 

crescendo demanded the next gear. 

A full-on drag-racing launch meant 

a front wheel hopping up and down 

as if the road was red hot. 

The elegant green-and-gold paint 

scheme seemed incongruous on 

such chaos, but it looked great 

nonetheless. And that crosshatched 

custom seat isn’t built for great 

distances, either, and neither is the 

bike. I imagine this bike will end 

up parked in a suitably beautiful 

spot, cleaned and warmed up every 

other day, and on days when all is 

right with the world, it’ll head out 

to raise hell. That green paint is 

from DuPont, by the way, and I did 

a pretty good job of approximating 

it on myself even as I admitted that 

the owner is one lucky guy. The RD 

 will remain an eternal fl ame, a 
tribute to speed always waiting to 

burn bright. And in this case, bleed 

your ears, too.  ■

The RD 350 will remain 
an eternal flame, a tribute 
to speed always waiting 
to burn bright

work out a monoshock system for 

the bike with an inhouse-designed 

swingarm which worked so well, it 

didn’t feel like a mod at all. It was 

a painstaking rebirth of a bike that 

had stood rusting and unused for 

years. No wonder, then, that the bike 

behaved like it had to make up for 

lost time in a single moment. 

For my 184-cm frame, either the 

footpegs were too high up or I need 

to lose weight. Those DG pipes claim 

to increase power by 13 bhp from 

the mid-range to the top end, a claim 

my backside-dyno wasn’t calibrated 

to verify, especially since the RD 

constantly threatened to stand on 

its rear wheel if I got too liberal 

with the throttle. On someone else’s 

custom bike, one that was being 

run in, it was best not to get carried 

away. And yet, the bike was the 

latest in a long series of reminders 

that the RD 350 was, is and always 

will be an untameable beast. Every 

straight-line run was a hair-raising 

occasion. Heck, even the leaves of the 

surrounding trees looked alarmed, 

not least because of the smoke 

fl owing out of the pipes  
A run through the gearbox 

revealed a personality that’s almost 

lost to time, which infl uences 
the minds of Indian motorcycle 

enthusiasts to this day from the edge 

of history. Modern bikes, no matter 
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The first bike to carry the name 
that is now a modern sensation. 
Meet the VAX Interceptor  
By Kartik Ware  Photographs Kaizad Adil Darukhanawala 

Motorcycle people come in all 

shapes, sizes and stereotypes. At 

fi rst glance, depending on what he 
happens to be riding at the moment, 

ajesh Nair could fi t any available 
motorcycling trope  ut he’s 
actually one of a rare kind; more 

on that later  or now, allow me to 
direct your attention to one of his 

motorcycles, a  oyal nfi eld 
 Interceptor  It’s not just 

another old  twin  it’s the fi rst 
motorcycle to carry the Interceptor 

name  ut wait a minute, wasn’t the 
old Interceptor a  es, it was, 
but it wasn’t the fi rst one  

You see, the VAX Interceptor 

was a hotted up version of the 
onstellation , and was made 

only for the North American 

markets  ngine numbers for this 
bike were stamped with the ’ 

prefi x, leading to its distinction 
as the VAX Interceptor. Only 158 

to  examples were ever made 
between ecember  and uly 

, according to factory despatch 
records; 12 bikes are not accounted 

for and no one knows where they 
went  y hope is that they became 
racing bikes and lived the full, 
eventful lives that only racing 
machines do  nd they very well 
could have, too    

When the VAX Interceptor 

was launched in , it was 
the biggest and most powerful 
parallel twin in the world  ased 
on the milder Constellation, 

the  featured lightened and 
balanced crankshaft from the 

factory, cams with more aggressive 
timing, a ucas racing magneto, 
a bunch of other performance 

The first bike to carry the name 

VAXING
ELOQUENT
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mods, and it was initially sold as 

a scrambler. Yes, RE’s very own 

desert sled; apparently, to sweep 

the Californian-desert dust with 

its distinguished competition 

from Triumph, BSA and others, 

RE thought a whopping big-twin 

scrambler made perfect sense. It 

didn’t, of course, since soft sand 

has only tolerated light motorcycles 

from time immemorial, and so RE 

was forced to offer the option of a 

roadgoing Interceptor S model. This 

is what Nair got in a completely 

dismantled state around three 

years ago.   

‘I knew it was rare, and also 

that I could put it together,’ he 

says. ‘My favourite thing about the 

bike is that brilliant engine. It was 

very ahead of its time. If there’s 

one thing I could improve, it’d be 

the gearbox. It’s a horrible unit, 

as with all postwar oyal nfi elds, 
and subsequently the Indian 

Bullet, too, which was basically 

a design from the 1940s.’ Now, I 

don’t know if that’s true, but it’s 

true that every single old RE I’ve 

ridden has featured that very same 

Albion 4-speeder, so it’s very likely 

that I simply don’t know any better. 

Especially since I only have an old 

Bullet 350 parked in my garage, 

and Nair has an old oyal nfi eld, 
an old Triumph and an old Norton, 

among others, and he works on 

them himself so he knows what he’s 

talking about. 

The Interceptor looks like a bike 

that a man named Grenade Singh 

should ride. It’s a proper stonker, 

with that beefy old parallel-twin 

and 19-inch wheels giving it more 

presence than the Archbishop of 

Canterbury. I particularly like how 

that 9.5-litre ‘sports type’ tank lets 

the maximum light fall on the motor 

so it can show off its generous 

proportions to full effect. Of course, 

this is all when it’s standing still; 

when it starts up, not the most 

forceful of orators could hold a 

candle to the Interceptor’s voice. 

I’ve been fortunate enough to ride a 

number of old British bikes, singles, 

twins, whathaveyou, but none of 

them can be said to possess the 

menacing dignity of an old Royal 

nfi eld  It looks normal, even 
familiar, until it starts and everyone 

around takes a few steps back to 

be safe. 

The Interceptor was smooth, 

suffusing its surroundings with a 

distinguished rumble. As terrible 

as Nair thinks that gearbox is, 

after 25 years of using it, for me 

it is muscle memory set in stone 

and burned into my brain: the 

right heel clicked down on the 

neutral fi nder, followed by the toes 
seamlessly hooking under the gear 

lever and fi rmly upwards to engage 
fi rst gear  verything else that 
followed, of course, was nothing 

that I was used to. First off, I 

stalled it right away. After a couple 

of embarrassed kicks, it started 

up, and as all overcompensating 

moments go, it was with a big 

honking handful of throttle that 

I took off. The Interceptor roared 

and nearly frightened me off the 

The most familiar motorcycle name in India... … but there’s nothing familiar about this bike... … all thanks to that incredible 700cc parallel-twin! 
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The Interceptor looks like 
a bike that a man named 
Grenade Singh should ride
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r seat, but said muscle memory kept 

prodding down on the gear lever to 

fi nally reach fourth gear without my 
ever meaning to.

o me, riding an old bike fast has 
always felt like being perched on a 
runaway wrecking ball, not knowing 

which way it’s going to swing, only 

that there’s most likely going to be a 

broken wall in the end. On that day, 

oyal nfi eld’s kph claim in 
its uaint ads from  remained 
untested, though Nair has taken 

his bike past  kph on a number 
of occasions  nd he’s ridden it far, 
too, for km breakfast rides  

lso, reliability is a subjective thing, 
as far as old bike enthusiasts are 
concerned  art of the classic bike 
fun is working on those charming 
machines, after all  s for me, I’ve 
always maintained that an old bike 

is indestructible until it breaks 

down  It helps to stay positive in the 
face of inevitable adversity   

Nair recently bought the new 

Interceptor , too, and I can’t 
imagine the satisfying perfection 
of parking it next to the very fi rst 
fi rst one  e says, he new one 
is fantastic  I bought it to replace 
my old amaha   and am 
thoroughly enjoying it ’ eah, a 

On that day, Royal Enfield’s 
185-kph claim in its quaint ads 
from 1960 remained untested...

 lso, Nair and his like minded 
friends think nothing of riding their 
old bikes across the country, and he 

plans on taking his bikes to Ladakh 

as soon as he can. This, against 

the clich  of most old bike owners 
droning on about their bikes than 

actually riding them anywhere. See 

what I meant about him being a rare 
type of motorcycle guy  

 guy with a basement full of old 
bikes that he works on himself, and 
who isn’t afraid of riding them to the 
other end of a map  ou don’t meet 
such people every day, I can tell you 
that much. You also won’t run into 

a  Interceptor anytime soon, 
either, and I believe Nair when he 
says, he Interceptor is my favourite 
motorcycle ’ nd just to reiterate, 
he adds, I’ve never been a fan of 
the ullets sold in India all these 
years.’ Point taken. This is clearly 

a gentleman who prefers twins and 
doesn’t like to be single  I completely 
understand, too, since the dream of 
an old RE twin has been simmering 

away at the back of my mind for a 
few years now  ut of curiosity, I 
asked him if he would ever sell the 

, and the answer was as simple 
as it was poignant  Never ’ eah, I 
wouldn’t, either. ■

Rajesh Nair and his rare pride and joy
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The Moto Guzzi V65 SP is gorgeous, rapid and 

sounds brilliant. In other words, it’s Italian
Text & Photos Pablo Chaterji

FAST 
FROM THE PAST

‘Uh oh. I’m f****d.’ This is 

probably not the best thought 

to have when you’re riding a 

motorcycle, but have them I did, 

principally because it appeared like 

I was shortly going to make high-

velocity contact with a cow (what 

else?) that had been frightened into 

a sudden dash across the road. The 

other reason for my less-than-ideal 

frame of mind was the fact that the 

motorcycle — a rare and valuable 

one — didn’t belong to me, and 

pranging someone else’s beloved 

bike is about as grave a crime as can 

be committed.

A split second earlier, though, 

when I had processed the bovine 

movement from a distance, my 

outlook had been far sunnier. ‘Cow. 

Running. No problem. Brake,’ was 

my approximate line of thinking, 

and my body immediately obeyed 

my brain’s instructions by lightly 

squeezing the front-brake lever, 

causing the two-piston calipers 

to bite down on the twin 260-mm 

ventilated discs. I heard a few 

braking-type noises, but I didn’t 

seem to be slowing down in any 

significant way  uee e harder ’ 
I did so, and now I discerned 

a reduction in speed, although 

I wasn’t convinced it would be 

enough to prevent the union of Bos 

taurus indicus and about 170 kg of 

motorcycle. Cue the ‘I’m f****d,’ an 

almighty grab/stomp of the brake 

lever/pedal, and a frantic working 

of the gear shifter, all combining to 

eventually bring the bike to a halt 

a foot from the offending animal, 

which predictably glared at me as if 

this was all my doing.

Which it was, in a manner of 

speaking. I hadn’t ridden an old 

machine in a very long time and 

had been spoilt quite rotten by 

modern two-wheeled technology, 

which in most cases applies the 

brakes almost before you can think 

of doing so and brings you to a 

halt on the proverbial dime (just 

the previous day, I’d been astride a 

Triumph Daytona 675R, which had 

sensational brakes). I really should 

have known better and been more 

careful, but here’s the thing — it 

was also the bike’s fault, because 

the year old oto u i   
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Ah, ’80s quaintness just doesn’t seem to get old Moulded plastic switches straight out of a time machine!  Is it just us or does the cylinder look curious? 

was fast. All I’d done was to give 

in to perfectly natural temptation, 

because just look at it.

I’d fi rst seen the u i at 
my friend aideep autam’s 
excellent motorcycle workshop, 

oto ynamics, in hennai  It 
had been sitting in a corner of the 
large facility, among a profusion 

of modern motorcycles of varying 

degrees of desirability, but I had 
tunnel vision only for it as soon as 

I walked in  u is of any vintage 
are hard to fi nd in this country, 
so seeing one is an event in itself, 

but the newly restored   was 
stunning in a way that can only be 
described as ‘simple’.

It was as 1980s as a polyester-

suited man with a mullet watching 
Knight Rider while humming Billie 

Jean, and not a line on its compact 

body was out of place  It helped 
that the oto ynamics restoration 
had been carried out with an 
almost extreme eye on detail – 

everything from the tail light to the 
grips was original  ome say the 
non faired  looked better, but 
I thought the fully faired  was 
veritably shrouded with character 
and attitude  Its most fl attering side 
was its  side, where its downward
sloping seat, upswept fuel tank, 

slick alloy wheels and that iconic 
cylinder head peeping out of the 
fairing gave it a sporty, purposeful 

stance, one which made me want to 
ride it immediately.

I had to hold my horses till the 
next morning, as it turned out  he 

u i looked even more delectable 
in the early morning light, and I 
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It was as 1980s as a polyester-suited It was as 198
man with a mullet watching Knight Knight 
Rider while humming Rider while humming Rider Billie Jean
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Also, like all 
really good 
machines, the 
V65 sounded 
better and 
better as it 
was caned

think I actually rubbed my hands 

in glee as I kitted up. It was a little 

cranky to begin with, as 40-year-old 

machines can be; it took a few jabs 

of the starter button, some fi ddling 
with the twin fuel taps and a few 

entreaties before it decided to wake 

up with a bit of torque sway, and 

when it did… well, I was glad I’d 

driven all the way to Chennai from 

Goa. The longitudinally mounted 

90-degree V-twin used its twin 

exhausts to give voice to a glorious 

burble that almost certainly woke 

up people in the neighbourhood; I 

grinned and swung a leg over the 

seat. Ergonomically, the bike was 

pretty perfect for my frame, with the 

handlebars at just the right angle, 

and the brake and gear levers placed 

so that I didn’t need to search for 

them with my toes. The only thing 

that needed getting used to was the 

fairing, which my knees touched, 

but I quickly adjusted to that, 

snicked it into fi rst the clutch lever 
was nice and light) and set off.

Back in the day, 650cc 

motorcycles were considered the top 

of the chain in terms of pretty much 

everything – size, power, speed and 

character. Riding the Guzzi, it wasn’t 

diffi cult to see why  Its chunky 
643cc twin put out 53 bhp at 7050 

rpm and 5.5 kgm at 6000 rpm, so it 

was designed to be ridden hard and 

ridden fast. This is not to say that 

it was a handful at lower rpms – it 

was, in fact, quite civilised – but the 

bike begged to be unleashed, which 

I was happy to do. First gear was 

enough to get it moving at a furious 

pace and with a scintillating roar, 

with the second and third cogs being 
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spaced very closely together.

Once I dispensed with them and 

hit fourth, the real fun began, with 

a lovely surge coming in around 

6000 rpm and staying all the way 

till the redline, at which point I was 

absolutely flying along my little 
bovine episode occurred not soon 

after). In top gear, there was enough 

tractability to go from around 40 

kph to its top speed, which is a very 

useful characteristic in a touring 

bike. Also, like all really good 

machines, the V65 sounded better 

and better as it was caned.

In a straight line, the bike was 

as planted as an apartment block, 

and was dead easy to manoeuvre  as 

well; I was able to swiftly work my 

way around the weekend traffic on 
Chennai’s East Coast Road while 

maintaining a more than decent 

clip, and overtaking moves were a 

mere twist of the throttle away. The 

u i felt composed and confidence 
inspiring, and I realised why this 

very frame, suspension and even 

engine block were used by the firm 
until about six years ago on the V7 

– they were simple, robust and just 

plain effective. I couldn’t tell how the 

V65 would react if I began throwing 

it around corners, mainly because 

there aren’t any proper corners on 

the ECR, but on the few sweepers 

that did show up, I felt emboldened 

enough to lean the bike over as far 

as I dared, and it polished off the 

job without drama. Sure, I could feel 

every one of its 40 years as I did so, 

and it was no scalpel-like Daytona 

675R, but it was like a good chef’s 

knife – sharp and effective.

Left to myself, I would happily 

have ridden to Kanyakumari and 

back, but better sense prevailed 

and I reluctantly took the Guzzi 

back to its rightful resting place at 

the garage. After I parked it, I stood 

back and stared at its lovely shape 

– it really did look fast standing still, 

especially with all the pinging noises 

emanating from it. With all the 

mod-cons on current motorcycles, it 

sometimes takes a ride on an older 

machine to appreciate just how 

good they were, with not a trace of 

electronics and other whizzbangs; 

the V65 SP had just provided me a 

window to that glorious past. ■

We’d like to thank Mohammed 

Zabeer and MotoDynamics for our 

time with this lovely motorcycle. Oh, 

and it’s for sale — call 9884144444 

if you’re interested
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ALL QUIET 

ON THE 
EASTERN FLANK

Text Meraj Shah  Photographs Mahindra Adventure

Sojee Meyor remembers the day he 

brought a live mortar shell home. ‘I 

was a ten-year-old and didn’t realise 

it was dangerous. We used to run 

around these hills and we’d often 

fi nd pieces of shrapnel, but this was 
the fi rst time I’d found a complete 
projectile  I wanted to show it to my 
siblings ’ he trails off, distracted by 
the crack of thunder in the rapidly
darkening sky  It’s only late pril, 
but the monsoon’s juggernaut has 

commenced its march in eastern 
runachal radesh  

s we stand on the porch of 
ojee’s homestay, a fi ne mist rolls 

over the vast meadows on the 

other side of the road, the wind 
drops, and the dri le picks up 
pace  It’s a surreal scene   a deeply 
contemplative eyor, clad in his 
traditional dress, ga ing out at 
nothing in particular, white smoke 
billowing out of the chimney, cooking 
fi res in the kitchen, bamboo huts in 
the distance  n rainy days like this 
at the Namti lains  a vast fl atland 
with terraced meadows surrounded 
by densely forested hills on the 

eastern edge of India  the universe 
seems to slide together. 

art of a tribe, the eyors, 
whose numbers according to the 
last census are just over a  

A new shiny highway in Arunachal 

Pradesh. A new, refined Mahindra 

Thar. Miracles truly never cease.

people, ojee looks like someone 
for whom existential questions 

have long transcended the realm of 
philosophical in uiry  his region, 
stretching from the town of along 
in runachal radesh’s njaw 
district, to the last Indian village on 
the ine of ctual ontrol, aho, is 
the last remaining bastion for his 

people  here was no road here 
when I was young  uring the  
war, we were all evacuated, but 
my father, like other men from the 
village, used to carry provisions for 
the Indian rmy on foot over those 
mountains,’ he says pointing to a 
hillside to the south. 

here is a road now  I’ve been 
on it for a week  part of a motley 
bunch of enthusiasts and auto hacks 
invited to drive ahindra’s new har 
across the length and breadth of the 
state on the spanking new rans

runachal ighway  e hit this 
road at the small town of Namsai  
known as the land of agodas  on 
the southeastern edge of the state, 
after fl ying into ibrugarh in ssam  
Namsai’s pagodas built by heravada 

uddhists, one of the faith’s oldest 
sects, look more like at run 
in angkok or pagodas in aos, 

yanmar and ambodia  no surprise 
given the region’s proximity to that 
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part of Southeast Asia. 

From Namsai it’s a short drive 

up to Pangsau Pass on the Paktai 

Mountains that lies on the Indo-

Myanmar border. The last stretch 

of this road is part of the 62 km of 

the WWII-vintage Stilwell Road that 

lies in India. Starting from a small 

village called Ledo in Assam, this 

road, built in the 1940s, entered 

Burma from the Pangsau Pass and 

ran all the way to Kunming in China 

— an extraordinary achievement 

if you consider that even the short 

stretch we’re travelling on had to be 

carved out of the Patkai Mountains 

using rudimentary equipment and 

technology. The Stilwell Road was 

called ‘a-man-a-mile road’ — a 

macabre reference to the number 

of lives lost while building it and its 

construction was necessitated by 

the exigencies of war. 

The Trans-Arunachal Highway’s 

progress, running 2400 km west-to-

east across the state, has also been 

exacerbated by strategic defence 

concerns — China’s aggressive 

overtures on India’s eastern front. 

It’s an ambitious road-building 

project that was fi rst conceived 
in 2008, but has been mired in 

delays brought upon by inclement 

weather, diffi cult topography, 
and, inescapably, allegations of 

corruption. Today, most of the 

major stretches are on the verge 

of completion. For three days we 

followed the magnifi cent ohit iver 
upstream to reach Hayuliang, and 

fi nally the village of ong close to 
the Line of Actual Control between 

India and China. The road is still 

new which means that it hasn’t 

altered the demography or way of life 

for the tribes that inhabit the towns 

and villages that it passes through. 

The majority of Arunachalis, 

irrespective of tribal lineage, continue 

to be animists which is really just 

a manifestation of the state’s all-

pervasive and superlatively scenic 

grandeur. Back in Namti, Sojee tells 

me that the last Indian village, Kaho, 

has just about 14 resident families 

— all Meyors, they’ve reaped the 

benefi ts of a brand campaign that’s 
billed their village as the fi rst village 
of India,’ and the place where the 

sun rises fi rst in the country  fter 
waking up at an unearthly hour to 

catch this much-valued photo-op, 

we’re on our way to Kaho when, to 

no one’s surprise, it starts raining, 

literally pouring cold water on that 

endeavour. ‘It was a lovely sunny day 

yesterday,’ ojee feels fi t to mention  
Of course it was. 

This frontier land is where the 

On the fi nal stretch from Namti to Kaho, which lies on the Line of Actual Control boundary in Arunachal Pradesh  
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For three days we followed 
the magnificent Lohit River 
upstream to reach Hayuliang

A quick rinse from the spring-water stream ensured the vehicles were always clean When visiting Kaho and Dong, make sure to stay at Dong Resort

Namsai is famous for beautifully decorated pagodas Kaho off ers many locations to catch the fi rst sunrise
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Chinese opened up a front in 1962 

and the bloodiest battle of the war 

was fought. Over 600 Indian soldiers 

and 750 Chinese soldiers were killed 

in action in the Battle of Walong, 

and the Namti Plains is where the 

decisive confrontation took place. 

Sojee tells me about that time when 

his father came home and found the 

mortar shell he’d brought home. ‘He 

took it and threw it in the fi eld far 
away,’ he recounts with a chuckle. 

Fortunately for the family, the shell 

turned out to be  dud. Decades 

later when he found more shells, 

shrapnel, gun magazines and 

assorted pieces of armament on his 

land, Sojee called the Indian Army, 

and asked if it would erect a small 

memorial for the fallen soldiers if 

he donated a piece of his land to 

construct one. 

Today, the small memorial stands 

as a tribute to the hundreds of 

soldiers who died fi ghting in the 
Namti Plains. ‘People in India need 

to remember what happened here; if 

for nothing else than to make sure 

it doesn’t happen again. We need 

more people. When there are no 

people then it’s easy for the Chinese 

to just come in undetected and take 

what they like. We need to protect 

this territory,’ he says. What about 

Arunachal’s myriad tribes are still largely animist. Most cultural practices and rites invoke nature and creation

In 1962, Chinese troops fought a pitched battle with the Indian Army

Remnants of the war on display at the Namti Plains war memorial 

2021 MAHINDRA THAR

From the horse’s mouth: ‘This is 

such a big improvement from the 

last-generation Thar. On drives like 

these, we’d end up spending lots of 

time fi xing up vehicles every day. 
This one is pretty indestructible,’ says 
the convoy leader Hari Singh, when 
I ask him his opinion on the new 

Thar. And that endorsement, given 

Singh’s rallying pedigree and decades 
of experience leading overlanding 
expeditions, carries way more gravitas 
than any opinion I can proffer. What 
I did say (and was snickered at for, 
by the ‘purists,’) was that, at least for 
me, living in Delhi where life is a traffi c 
snarl, the petrol automatic was the pick 

of the lot. It’s got zero vibes, feels nice 

and refi ned with its power delivery, and 
the 6-speed ’box is surprisingly quick 
on the uptake. Plus, in Delhi at least, 

you can drive it for 15 years.

Sojee tells me about that time when 
his father came home and found the 
mortar shell he’d brought home

94 MOTORING WORLD | MAY 2021



preserving his way of life, I ask. 

And wouldn’t that be endangered 

if people came and settled here. 

He sighs with the impatient air 

of someone who’s long decided 

that there are more critical issues 

at stake. ‘There were so many 

more of us. There are Meyors on 

that side of the border in China; 

sometimes I wonder what it would 

have been like had those areas 

also been part of India… we’re 

lucky that we’ve stayed in India. 

And now we even have a proper 

road! Tell your friends to come 

visit.’ Roger that, Mr. Meyor. ■

EASTERN FRONTIER

Till a few years back, only the most intrepid 

road-trippers took on Arunachal Pradesh’s 

crater-strewn roads, landslide-prone routes, 

and a general lack of support infrastructure. 

While that still holds for a large part of the 

state, primary sections of the Trans-Arunachal 

Highway have been completed. There’s 

excellent connectivity from Dibrugarh in Assam 

(which has the most convenient airport to travel 

to) on to Tawang with linkages to central and 

eastern parts of state passing through Bomdila, 

Ziro, Seppa and all the way to Kaho village on 

the LAC. A proposed frontier highway running 

along the LAC has been commissioned. Once 

completed, this promises to be one of the 

most spectacular Himalayan drives you can 

undertake. Arunachal has remained relatively 

unscathed by COVID-19. Visitors need an 

Inner Line Permit (ILP) to visit the state, and 

provide details of their itinerary, vehicle details, 

a ID-1  certifi cate, tour booking slips, and 
details of the guide and driver for their trip. 

The Lohit river enters from Tibet before joining the Brahmaputra   
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NIGH ON 
PERFECT

IT'S STILL NEXT TO 

IMPOSSIBLE TO FIND 

FAULT WITH THE CRETA

COCOONED AND SHELTERED, THIS IS THE FOUR-WHEELED DEAL

I may be starting to sound like a 

stuck record here, but the Creta is 

likely the best long-term test vehicle 

I’ve had in all my years of automotive 

journalism. For the last six months, 

it’s been the most faithful com-

panion I could have asked for, and 

it’s done everything I’ve asked of it 

fl awlessly  eginning with my move 
from umbai to oa, during which 
it swallowed my worldly belongings 
with room for more  easily and 
drove me from point to point in great 

comfort, to functioning as a fantastic 

daily driver in Goa to being the ideal 

machine for the several long distance 

drives I’ve done in it, the Creta has 

been nothing but a delight. 

It’s been easy to drive in any con-

ditions, everyone who’s sat in it has 
praised its roominess and comfort 

(including a couple of very large 

dogs , people who own much more 
expensive s have wondered why 
they didn’t buy it instead, and it’s 

LOGGING IT OUT

 HYUNDAI CRETA SX(O) DIESEL

>  Lightens you by ` 18.99  LAKH
  (on-road,  Mumbai)

>  Lived with Pablo

>  Odometer reads 13205 km

>  Drinking habits 19 kpl

 @HyundaiIndia   #MotoringCreta

makes me want to take off on drives 
at the drop of a hat which I’ve done 
several times  

Its polarising design has grown 
on me, and the only things I’ve had 

to do by way of maintenance are a 
scheduled service and regular trips 

to the car wash  I did manage to 
lock myself out of it recently, on 

the downside, but that’s just a tiny 
blip in an otherwise spotless record  
Hyundai, you’re going to have a 

tough time getting me to return it.

been frugal to the point where I’ve 
sometimes wondered if it’s actual
ly consuming any diesel. It’s large 

without being cumbersome, compact 
without being cramped, loaded with 
all the features I could want and 

Smooth 6-speed manual + refi ned 1.5-litre diesel = 
phenomenal mileage
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NEW OL’ FAITHFUL
THE i20 ISN’T A CAUSE FOR WORRY, 

WHETHER IT RUNS OR NOT

A tyre-pressure indicator is a great 

feature. Until it starts beeping, 

that is. When it does, it means that 

things are no longer perfect with 

the world, if they ever were to begin 

with, and that I’d better tiptoe to the 

nearest saviour with an air pump. 

Of course, the i20’s tyre-pressure 

indicator had raised an alarm only 

because… well, I don’t even remem-

ber the last time I checked the tyres’ 

air pressure. And that’s because, as 

is to be expected in a second wave of 

a pandemic, I haven’t ventured out 

much at all. But if I absolutely have 

to, I will take the i20, that’s for sure. 

I totally understand why people 

would want to buy more cars and 

bikes now, and even more people 

will do so in a few months after this 

second damned wave passes. I’m 

only saying this because so far 2021 

seems to be a duplicate of 2020, only 

LOGGING IT OUT

HYUNDAI i20

>  Lightens you by ` 10.61  LAKH
  (on-road,  Mumbai)

>  Lived with Kartik 

>  Odometer reads 8046 km 

>  Drinking habits 15 kpl

 @HyundaiIndia   #Motoringi20

out in my colony a couple of times in 

the past few weeks. At some point, 

I want to check with Hyundai how 

it tests and manages the battery’s 

power. Little things like this go a 

long way in taking at least one worry 

away from your mind, and that’s 

what good quality means. Even if 

I still can’t fi nd the correct driving 
position after all this time.  

worse. The hope is that things will 

get even better after the worst. In 

any case, the i20 is reassuring in 

more ways than its frugal diesel or 

its excellent ride quality suggest. It 

also comes with Hyundai’s ‘Oxy-

boost’ air purifi er with an air ual
ity indicator, and this one feature 

lets me breathe easy in more ways 

than one, even if it does nothing 

else but put my mind at ease. The 

power of staying positive in these 

times cannot be overestimated. In 

the mind, of course, not at the end 

of an RT-PCR test.   

Every time I’ve panicked and 

gone to check if the i20’s battery 

has discharged itself, I shouldn’t 

have. It started right up, I drove 

it for a couple of kilometres to get 

everything warmed up and moving, 

and back into its parking slot it 

went. Heck, electricity’s even gone 

No, it’s not. Range indicator is worrying, though...



simplicity that makes motorcycles so 

appealing. Sometimes, it’s reassuring 

to know that all chaos can be made 

sense of with a new rubber kit and a 

new nut-bolt kit. 

Thinking about motorcycles 

always leads to better thoughts, and 

working on them once in a while is 

a good way to recharge the thought 

bank. In addition to keeping up to 

date with what’s happening with 

the bikes, of course. When you see 

a motorcycle in person, you see 

beauty. The point is to take that 

beauty with you wherever you go 

so that you can see it even when 

your eyes are closed. Old bikes, they 

remind you of moments you thought 

you’d forgotten, of people that were 

lost in the fog of memories. 

Did you know your great-

grandparents? By all accounts, mine 

were pretty cool people, and I’d bet 

yours were, too. People knew how 

to get along back then. Or at least 

I like to think so, belonging as I do 

to these times of easy expression 

and limited experience. Bikes, too, 

inevitably follow the signs of the 

times. That’s why I’ve learnt to keep 

new bikes, my own and the ones that 

come for testing, surrounded by old 

motorcycles. The past lingers just 

that little bit longer around old bikes, 

and we’re all the better for it. I’m no 

old-bike hardliner, but I do like good 

stories. If old bikes tell most of them, 

I can’t help it, can I?

parked among them. I wouldn’t know 

where to begin if something went 

wrong with it. Nonetheless, people 

who dismiss old bikes as obsolete 

are the same people who use ‘half a 

decade’ instead of fi ve years’ to add 
gravitas to their experience, only to 

end up displaying their dim-witted 

desperation. Experience only ever 

arrives via time and never through 

feeble, unimaginative manipulation 

of words. That’s not me talking, it’s 

the old bikes. 

’BAR TALK

[kartik.ware@delhipress.in]

SAME 
OLD STORY

Make no mistake, when it comes 

to old bikes, ‘cantankerous’ and 

‘charming’ have the same meaning, 

more often than not. And in both 

senses they are links to the past, 

regardless of which assembly line 

you’ve rolled off from. Other than 

historical relevance, they also open 

minds. Simplicity is becoming a 

complicated business these days, 

and old bikes remind me that it’s 

important not to lose sight of the 

A couple of weeks ago, I swapped 

the tanks and side panels of the 

two Yamaha RXs that stand in my 

garage. Never have I worked so hard 

with absolutely no change to show 

for it in the end. But it had to be 

done; the red RX 135’s RC says it’s 

black, and the RX 100, a recent 

addition, turned out to be black. 

Anyway, for my troubles, I got skin 

ripped off my hands, inexplicably 

my elbow, too, and satisfaction. And 

despite washing my hands as well 

as possible, everything I ate for the 

next two days seemed tinged with the 

smell of oil and grease. But I digress. 

I’ve noticed that whenever I 

speak with an old-bike enthusiast, 

I learn a lot. Whenever I ride old 

bikes, I learn even more. Riding an 

old bike fast will grow character 

faster than mould on bread left out 

in the open. If anyone thinks they 

have total control, I invite them to 

hold on to that notion after a fl at
out downhill run on any Indian 

motorcycle made before the ’90s. 

Old bikes and people have complex 

relationships. I suppose the right 

word in this context is ‘nuance’. And 

also ‘persistence’. Given enough time, 

like those old bikes, you learn not to 

give up.

There are many reasons why I 

have one bike from each decade from 

the ’60s to the ’00s. But nuance 

and persistence have to be the most 

prominent ones. Of course, I have 

to haul the toolbox down for the old 

bikes far more than the 2020 KTM 

KARTIK WARE

      @kartikware

KARTIK WAREKARTIK WARE

Given enough 
time, like those 
old bikes, you 
learn not to 
give up
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