




RIGHT SAID ED

License to kill
Eleven years ago, I lost one of my 
two best friends in a car accident. 
One day I was speaking to him on 
the phone, planning our next road 
trip, and the next he was gone, just 
like that. It is actually a travesty to 
call it an accident, given that a state 
transport bus came out of nowhere 
and smashed into his car while he 
was driving between Bengaluru and 
his hometown; manslaughter is 
what it was. Nobody was ever held 
accountable for what happened, 
which makes my blood boil to this 
day. My friend became another 
statistic, an emotionless number 
added to India’s absurd road accident 
death rate.

My loss was not the first of its 
kind in this country, and it certainly 
wasn’t the last. In 2019, a study by 
the ministry of road transport and 
highways revealed that there were a 
shade under 5 lakh road accidents in 
India that year, resulting in the deaths 
of over 1.5 lakh people – a fatality 
rate of 17 people every single hour. 
To compare, known COVID deaths 
in this country stand at around 1.62 
lakh over the last year, yet few make 
a hue and cry about the number of 
lives lost on our roads year after year 
(and India has consistently topped the 
world’s road accident fatality list).

You don’t have to read case studies 
to understand how bad the situation 
is, of course. If you drive or ride 
(two-wheelers are involved in the 
majority of fatalities) on a regular 
basis, all you need to do is set out on 

your daily commute or an inter-city 
journey for the depressing reality of it 
all to be brought home in an instant. 
Every rule that exists seems to have 
been written purely so that it can 
be broken with impunity. An amber 
light is an indication that you should 
floor the accelerator and blow past 
the traffic light before it turns red (a 
red light is to be considered a case of 
incorrect colouring and treated as a 
green one). 

A one-way sign is an invitation 
to barrel down that road the wrong 
way, but any road can be slotted in 
the same category. A minimum of 
four adults and two children are to 
be carried on a two-wheeler, with the 
sky being the limit for four-wheelers. 
Helmets are to strictly be used only as 
rear-view mirror ornaments (whenever 
the rider remembers to bring one 
along, that is). I could go on, but I 
don’t want to.

All of the above (and more) are the 
reasons I’m particularly happy that 
the road transport and highways 
minister just announced that the 
process of getting a driving license is 
to be made far more difficult. There is 
always a good chance that corruption 
will still rear its ugly head in the 
process, but a start has to be made 
somewhere, and one can only hope for 
the best. Enjoy the issue, and drive 
and ride responsibly.

PABLO CHATERJI
Executive Editor
pablo.chaterji@delhipress.in

VOLUME 8 | ISSUE 4

22 years of Motoring fun

Editor, Publisher & Printer 
Paresh Nath

Executive Editor  
Pablo Chaterji

Managing Editor
Kartik Ware

Associate Editor
Aditya Upadhyaula

Features Writer
Janak Sorap

Assistant Web Editor
Saurabh Gamare

Consultants
Kyle Pereira
Varad More 

Contributor
Alan Cathcart (Motorcycles)

Assistant Designer
Pranita N Mayekar

Photographer
Kaizad Adil Darukhanawala

EDITORIAL, ADVERTISEMENT &
PUBLICATION OFFICE 

Delhi Press, 
E-8, Jhandewalan Estate, Rani Jhansi Marg, 

New Delhi-110 055,
Phone: 41398888, 23529557-62    Fax: 91-11-23625020 

Email: advertising@delhipress.in

Follow us on A member of

/motoringworld

For editorial submissions and queries, write to: 
MOTORING WORLD — Delhi Press, 

A4, Shriram Estate, Wadala, Mumbai — 400031,
Phone: 65766302, 65766303, 

E-mail: motoringworldmag@gmail.com
 

For subscription contact:
subscription@delhipress.in or

visit http: //delhipress.in/subscribe
Subscription should be remitted through money orders, 

cheques/ bank drafts drawn in favour of 
Delhi Prakashan Vitran Private Ltd., 

at E-8, Jhandewalan Estate, Rani Jhansi Marg,  
New Delhi - 110 055

COPYRIGHT NOTICE: © Shobhika Media Private Ltd., 
New Delhi-110055, India. All materials published in this 

magazine (including, but not limited to articles, quotations, 
extracts, or any parts of the article, photographs, images, 

illustrations also known as the “Content”) are protected by 
copyright, and owned by Shobhika Media Private Ltd. 

You may not modify, publish, transmit, participate in the 
transfer or sale of, reproduce create new works from, 

distribute, perform, display, or in any way exploit, any of 
the Content in whole or in part. This copy is sold on the 

condition that the jurisdiction for all disputes concerning 
sale, subscription and published matter will be settled in 

courts/forums/tribunals at Delhi.

Printed, Published and Edited by Paresh Nath on behalf of 
Shobhika Media Private Limited 

at  E-8, Jhandewala Estate, New Delhi-110055. 
Printed by PS PC PRESS PVT. LTD.

50 DLF Industrial Area, Phase-I,  Faridabad,  
Haryana 121003.

3APRIL 2021 |  MOTORING WORLD



4 MOTORING WORLD | APRIL 2021

THIS MONTH

8 Behind The Sins
 This Is How We Do It

10 Cool
 Hot Stuff

12 U Turn
 Pick Up Speed

22  Show ‘N’ Tell
 Motoring World Awards 2021
 Winner’s Circle

28 Short Shift 
 Jeep Compass
  Staying True

36 Cover Story
 Royal Enfield Meteor 350 Vs 
 Mahindra Thar
 Homegrown Heroes

42  Issue Special
 Ather 450X Vs Tata Nexon EV
 Amped Up

48  Special Feature
 Hyundai i20

54 Issue Special
 Hero Motocorp Impulse Vs 
 Maruti Suzuki Gypsy
 Retirement Plans

72  Experience
 Honda Drive To Discover
 Coasting By

13 Fast
 Pagani Huayra R 

16 Rewind/Play
 Moto Guzzi

20  The Grapevine
 In The News

4

LUST
C A R  V S  B I K E

FIN ARTS
It’s an age-old question that no one asks anymore: 
‘Car or bike?’ In most cases these days, the answer 
usually is, ‘Both!’ Hence, even if the context has 
changed, the relevance of pitting two wheels 
against four remains as strong and refreshing 
as ever. A handlebar and a steering wheel, each 
demands a dedicated mindset. Whether it’s the 
right hand or the right foot that controls the 

throttle, speed remains a constant ally. In this 
issue, we have five special Car Vs Bike stories for 
you from across the automotive spectrum. There 
are electrics, underrated machines, stonking big 
ones, and more. But it all begins with this image; 
horizontal machining on an air-cooled motor, and 
a 4X4 reflected into a distorted haze on a chrome 
throttle-body cover. Isn’t it just fintastic?  ■
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BEHIND THE SINS
T H I S  I S  H O W  W E  D O  I T

YO U  G OT TA  M OV EYO U  G OT TA  M OV E

BOX OFFICE
I’ve always been fond of 
boxer-twin engines. They’re 
quainter than V-twins and 
have more personality than 
parallel-twins. I suppose 
that’s saying I am fond of a 
certain line of BMW Mo-
torrad’s motorcycles, since 
no one else makes motors 
whose cylinders promise 
to either protect the rid-
er’s shins or smash them. 
Moto Guzzis, by the way, 
aim more for the knees, if 
you were wondering; and 
they’re transverse V-twins 
anyway. Nonetheless, riding 
the biggest boxer ever was 
a bigger revelation. It takes 

what that benign inter-
nal-combustion format 
provides and turns it up to 
1800. That’s officially what 
it says on the motor, too. A 
twist of the throttle, and it 
torque-swayed the world till 
my spectacles needed read-
justing. Two huge pistons 
futilely trying to escape into 
the scenery on either side, 
enabling rapid forward mo-
tion as a byproduct of their 
attempts. And a ‘Berlin 
Built’ in the solitary meter. 
I’m happy those Germans 
won’t give up thinking out 
of the boxers. 

Reventón

other states and a certain other kind of fuel that us 
auto hacks love is definitely cheaper here. The locals 
may have a thing or two to say if they find a bunch of 
petrolheads tearing up and down their backyards, but if 
you’re nice to them, they warm up to you pretty quickly. 
Half the automotive events are held here anyway, as an 
added plus. How about it, eh?

Gallardo

Hear me out. The automotive-journalist fraternity 
moves to Goa. That’s it, really. I’ve been living here 
for a year now, and can vouch for the state’s quality 
of life and its excellent shooting locations — pretty 
much anywhere you point a camera, you’ll find a nice 
frame. There’s the seaside, there are pretty decent 
highways, there are lovely sections of hill road — and 
the food is great, fuel is (marginally) cheaper than most 
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DOGGO LAND

9

but during that drive, I found the true meaning of anxiety. 
Every imperceptible drop in power made me fear the worst. 
If I drain the battery, I’ll have to make the call of shame for 
a recovery vehicle. I think they ban you from buying an EV 
if you’re caught charging it with a diesel generator. I got 
home fine, but I think I’ll stop this eye-rolling business.

Estoque

APRIL 2021 |  MOTORING WORLD

rub behind his ears, he 
was stuck on me, went on 
to roll on his back only 
asking for more attention 
and most importantly 
belly rubs. It had hardly 
been two minutes since I 
had met him and it was 
as if he already knew me. 
There is so much that we 
could learn from these 
lovely animals who are 
pure in their heart, inno-
cent and know nothing 
else but love.

Bizzarrini

The world needs more of 
these angels. Period. I al-
ways make an opportunity 
to gain the trust of any dog 
that I come across, street 
or pet. Except for the ones 
at the airport. These ador-
able creatures are capable 
of conveying so much love 
and affection without say-
ing anything. It melts my 
heart every time a dog gets 
comfy around me, just like 
this pupper here. From the 
moment I let him smell my 
scent followed by a gentle 

Anytime someone mentions range anxiety with electric 
vehicles, I usually reply with an eye-roll. Odds are, you 
aren’t driving far enough in a day to run the batteries dry. 
Usually! I found out the hard way that it is a very real 
thing. The Nexon EV came to me with 70 per cent charge 
and I happily brought that down to 30 per cent by the 
time we were done shooting. It wasn’t a long drive home, 

FREE RANGE



SCORPION’S 
CHAIR

COOL
H O T  S T U F F

What is it?
This is Project Brooklyn by 
Razer. It is a concept  
gaming chair you’ll never 
want to leave.

Why is it cool?
You sit on this carbon-fibre 
chair and with a touch of 
a button, the chair deploys 
a gigantic 60-inch full-
surround curved OLED 
display. This roll-out display 
assembly deploys right from 
the centre of the seat, giving 
you a crisp view. And when 
you don’t want that gigantic 
screen in front of you, it 
folds back into the chair 
like it never existed. Wait, 
that’s not all. This chair 
also has haptic feedback. 
Every grenade hit you take 
and every curb you jump 
will be transmitted to your 
backside, thanks to Razer’s 
HyperSense integration 
in and around the chair’s 
framework. It’s so sensitive 
that even when you jump 
into water or land on a 
platform in a game, it will 
send you vibrations. The 
possibilities are endless, 
of course. With the 4D 
armrests that roll out into 
adjustable peripheral tables, 
your keyboard, mouse and 

gamepad have enough 
space to occupy. And then 
you have some room for 
your beverage, too. Again, 
these 4D armrests neatly 
tuck away when you don’t 
want to use them.

Now, you’re not a 
gamer if you don’t have 
peripherals with flashy 
RGB lights, right? Razer’s 
Chroma RGB is integrated 
outside the seat cushions 
and of course, you can 
personalise it, with 16.8 
million colours on offer. 
Oh, and if you’re going to 
have long gaming sessions 
on this chair, there better 
be good cushioning. 
Razer’s using high-density 
foam cushions that will 
support all body shapes. 
You’re essentially sitting 
inside a cockpit and 
experiencing every detail 
in your games. Hopefully, 
Razer works on this crazy 
concept and brings it into 
production. This definitely 
seems doable to us!

Is it expensive?
Oh, you bet it will be 
expensive. From what  
we gather, it can easily 
cost as much as a  
mid-sized hatchback. ■
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U-TURN

[aditya.upadhyaula@delhipress.in]

PICK ME UP

ADITYA UPADHYAULAADITYA UPADHYAULA
      @heelntoe

are too similar to consumer pickup 
trucks, like the Tata Ace or even 
the Ashok Leyland Bada Dost you 
might have seen in the previous 
issue of Motoring World. They ply 
our roads carrying an incredible 
amount of cargo and are the 
backbone of our economy. They are 
also what everyone thinks of when 
you say pickup truck, unfortunately. 
Because these are so prevalent, 
your neighbour might judge you 
for spending your own money on 
something they consider unbecoming 
of the neighbourhood. Such is the 
fate of these machines, then.

Newer options like the Isuzu 
V-Cross are here trying to position 
themselves as a lifestyle option, but 
they still have to work hard to get 
away from the commercial vehicle 
stigma. In Isuzu’s case, it is even 
harder because the V-Cross shares 
showroom space with the D-Max 
commercial vehicle with which it 
shares most of its design. This won’t 
matter to someone who’s already 
convinced to buy one, but for the 
casual shopper, it makes a big 
difference, I think. Either way, for 
pickup trucks to become prevalent 
here, we need more than just good 
products. We also need some good 
marketing to go with them, and 
perhaps more people to not give a 
damn what their neighbours think.

enough takers. Mahindra gave us 
the Bolero Camper and the Scorpio 
Getaway as well. Other than losing 
a couple of uncomfortable third-
row seats, these cars were infinitely 
more practical than their SUV 
counterparts, so why didn’t they fly 
out of the showrooms?

I think it was because they were 
too practical. Our market isn’t one 
that’s driven by logic, we know 

that already. We’ve had some great 
products fail, while mediocre ones 
saw massive success. So naturally, 
these trucks with slightly awkward 
proportions were passed over in 
favour of SUVs or sedans. Practical 
hatchbacks are also looked down 
upon, which gave birth to the sub-
four-metre sedan, but that’s a rant 
for another day.

A lot of these decisions are also 
driven by what the neighbours 
might think. There are plenty of 
commercial vehicles available that 

I always wonder why the trend of 
driving pickup trucks didn’t catch 
on in India. Over the past year, I’ve 
helped people move houses a couple 
of times, carried many plants, and 
even transported a motorcycle in a 
variety of cars. I’ve always had to 
make do with the options I’ve had, 
but a pickup truck would have 
worked brilliantly in all of those 
occasions. Instead of playing a life-
sized game of Tetris in small cars, I 
could have just shoved everything 
onto the bed of a pickup truck 
and still have had room to spare 
for more. What’s more, cleaning it 
up would have been easier, too. Of 
course, I could also just stop offering 
my services to friends when they 
move, but where’s the fun in that?

We’ve had plenty of opportunities 
to make them a trend, but they 
never seemed to take off. One of my 
first run-ins with a pickup truck 
was in the late ’90s when a family 
member showed up at home with 
a TELCO Tatamobile. Ten-year-old 
me thought it was the coolest thing 
ever and even offered to ride in the 
back when they claimed not to have 
enough space to take me with them. 
Unfortunately, it was one of the 
very few privately registered trucks I 
remember seeing at that time. Both 
Tata and Mahindra have given us 
enough chances to live the pickup 
life. The Tatamobile gave way to 
the Xenon, which still didn’t have 

A lot of these 
decisions are also 
driven by what 
the neighbours 
might think
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PAG A N I  H U AY R A  R
FAST

HUES OF SPEED
You’ll hear this V12’s rumble only on the racetrack

There is no doubt in our minds 
that this beautifully engineered 
machine will have mind-bending 
effects on anyone who witnesses it 
going down a straight at full chat. 
This is Pagani’s way of displaying 
how extreme it can go when it 
comes to building a menacingly 
fast hypercar. Taking inspiration 
from the Zonda R, the Huayra R is 
set to be yet another stonker from 
the house of Pagani.

It’s difficult to pick just one 
thing about the Huayra R that 
blows our minds. For instance, 
take the 6.0-litre naturally 
aspirated V12 engine that pushes 
out an astonishing 838 bhp and 
76.47 kgm of torque. Weighing at 
198 kg and at redlining at 9000 
rpm, Pagani’s made sure it’s V12 

is light and extracts maximum 
performance. And it only needs to 
be serviced every 10,000 km, like 
your regular economy car! All that 
power from the Pagani V12-R will 
be sent to its rear wheels via  
a 6-speed sequential gearbox. 
Since the engine is directly 
mounted onto the car’s central 
monocoque, this results in an 
increase in the mechanical 
properties of the chassis by 51 per 
cent in flexural rigidity and 16 per 
cent in torsional rigidity. Thanks to 
its aero bits, it is able to produce 
1000 kg of downforce at 199 kph. 
Oh, and it’s also got an active 
suspension assisting the aero kit 
to keep the rubber on the road. All 
things considered, the Huayra R 
only weighs 1050 kg, dry. 

As beautiful it might look from the 
outside, the technical bits are just 
as intricate. We don’t know how good 
the carbon-ceramic brakes are, but 
they’re huge. How about 410 mm up 
front and 390 mm at the rear, with 
six-piston calipers all around? 

Since this is a track-only race car, 
it has FIA GT-level safety standards. 
That includes a proper roll cage, fire 
extinguishers, flame-proof materials 
and much more. The quick-release 
steering wheel gets all the controls 
for radio, ABS, and traction control, 
too. Only 30 examples will be built 
and each will have a price tag of 
€2.6 million (` 22.5 crore), excluding 
taxes. This is a proper punch in the 
gut just when we thought Pagani was 
going soft. ■  
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Presents

AWARDS 2021

Winners!Winners!



MOTORCYCLE OF THE YEAR 
ROYAL ENFIELD METEOR 350

CAR OF THE YEAR 
MAHINDRA THAR

HATCHBACK OF THE YEAR – HYUNDAI i20

MUV OF THE YEAR – KIA CARNIVAL

COMPACT SUV OF THE YEAR – KIA SONET

SUV OF THE YEAR – HYUNDAI CRETA

PREMIUM SUV OF THE YEAR – SKODA KAROQ

LUXURY SUV OF THE YEAR – MERCEDES-BENZ GLS

PREMIUM CAR OF THE YEAR – BMW 2 SERIES GRAN COUPE

LUXURY CAR OF THE YEAR – AUDI A8L

PERFORMANCE CAR OF THE YEAR – MERCEDES-AMG GT63 4-DOOR COUPE

PERFORMANCE SUV OF THE YEAR – MERCEDES-AMG GLC 43 COUPE

DESIGN OF THE YEAR – LAND ROVER DEFENDER

EV OF THE YEAR – TATA NEXON EV

COMMUTER OF THE YEAR – HERO MOTOCORP PASSION PRO

PREMIUM COMMUTER OF THE YEAR – HERO MOTOCORP XTREME 160R

ELECTRIC SCOOTER OF YEAR – BAJAJ CHETAK

PREMIUM MOTORCYCLE OF THE YEAR – HUSQVARNA SVARTPILEN 250

DESIGN OF THE YEAR – BAJAJ CHETAK

ADVENTURE MOTORCYCLE OF THE YEAR – KTM 390 ADVENTURE

PERFORMANCE MOTORCYCLE OF THE YEAR – TRIUMPH TIGER 900

CRUISER OF THE YEAR – HARLEY-DAVIDSON LOW RIDER S

Winners!Winners!



REWIND/PLAY
M O T O  G U Z Z I

CENTURION
We take a short stroll down Moto Guzzi’s 
memory lane as it celebrates its centennial

TH
EN

NO
W

We know the Moto Guzzi is now 
famous for its transverse-mount-
ed V-twin, but its first horizontal 
single motor’s performance was 
unmatched for 45 long years. Not 
happy with just sticking a V-Twin 
in a frame and calling it a day, Moto 
Guzzi innovated an anti-jacking 
rear, emulating BMW’s paralever 
design, to offer smooth performance. 
Moto Guzzi changed hands multiple 
times over the years due to finan-
cial difficulties before finally settling 
down with the Piaggio Group in 
2004. Business under it had become 
powerful and Guzzi was determined 
to fight its competitors.
Moto Guzzi was one of the first 
manufacturers to introduce a rear 

Moto Guzzi was the first manufacturer 
to build a wind tunnel just to test its 
prototypes and to maximise the rider’s 
high-speed riding positions. It was 
built in Italy’s La Galleria del Vento 
city, in 1950, and was capable of  
testing 1:1 prototypes.

swing-arm suspension system in 
1928, and since then, it’s been known 
for rugged, go-anywhere motorcycles 
which are used by many police forces 
around the world.

Moto Guzzi was conceived by two 
aircraft pilots and their mechanic in 
1921. After World War 1 had ended, 
one of the pilots — Giorgio Parodi — 
died in a plane crash. Moto Guzzi’s 
first logo was an eagle with its wings 
spread as a tribute to him.

Moto Guzzi also pioneered goods vehi-
cles built on motorcycle platforms and 
large-wheeled scooters as well.
For years, Moto Guzzi produced a 
horizontal single-cylinder engine which 
dominated the Isle of Man TT, but 
that wasn’t enough, Moto Guzzi built 
one of the most complex engines to 
be strapped to a motorcycle, a 500cc 
V8 with DOHC. It was extraordinarily 
quick and had a breathtaking sound, 
but ultimately, it wasn’t reliable 
enough to win races. It was so danger-
ous that in 1957, Guzzi had bikes but 
no one willing to race them.
Guzzi’s dominating performance of 
14 Grand Prix world championships 
and 11 Isle of Man TT wins come to an 
end in 1957 with a sudden withdrawal 
from motorsports. 
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The current lineup got updates and 
limited-edition trims to mark 100 years 
of continuous manufacturing by Moto 
Guzzi. That makes it the oldest Europe-
an motorcycle company in existence. ■





THE GRAPEVINE
I N  T H E  N E W S

E-XCELLENCE
The Mercedes-Benz E-Class has always 
been a best-seller for the German brand 
in India. And with the introduction 
of the all-new facelifted version of the 
E-Class, it looks all set to continue the 
legacy. It has again been introduced in 
the LWB format and now has five vari-
ants to choose from with three different 
engine options.

What’s new on this E-Class? Like 
the short-wheelbase version, it gets 
updated front and rear bumpers, a 

new grille, new LED headlamps and 
tail-lights along with a new boot lid, and 
new alloy-wheel design. Inside, it has 
tech and comfort in its favour. The two 
huge 12.3-inch screens are neatly laid 
out on the dash and take care of the 
instrument cluster and the infotainment 
display. At the back, the E-Class now 
has reclining seats, and comes equipped 
with the latest MBUX (Mercedes-Benz 
User Experience) multimedia system and 
MBUX Interior Assistant. Other features 

also include a 590W Burmester sound 
system, three-zone climate control, two 
wireless smartphone charging units, and 
much, much more. On the safety front, 
it gets seven airbags, ABS with EBD 
and brake assist, ESP, traction control, 
ISOFIX child-seat mounts, tyre-pressure 
monitoring system, and a 360-degree 
parking camera along with front and 
rear parking sensors.

Coming to the engines, not much has 
changed. It still offers three engine op-
tions: a 194-bhp 2.0-litre four-cylinder 
turbo-petrol engine in the E 200 variant; 
a 191-bhp 2.0-litre four-cylinder diesel 
engine in the E 200 trim; and A 282-
bhp 3.0-litre straight-six diesel engine 
in the top of the line E 350d variant. All 
the aforementioned engines are paired 
to a 9-speed torque converter automatic 
gearbox. Air-suspension will be a stand-
ard offering on the E 350d variant. If you 
don’t mind waiting for a bit longer, then 
there’s a full-blown AMG variant on its 
way, too. As far as prices are concerned, 
the all-new E-Class prices start from  
` 63.6 lakh, ex-showroom, for the E 200 
Expression variant and goes all the way 
up to ` 80.9 lakh, ex-showroom, for the 
E 350d variant.

MIDLIFE UPDATE
Maruti Suzuki’s ace-in-the-hole finally gets an 
update. The 2021 Swift now comes with added 
power, better fuel efficiency and a design tweak as 
well. First off, it gets the same engine as the Dzire, 
which is the 1.2-litre four-cylinder DualJet petrol 
engine which produces 89 bhp and 11.52 kgm of 
torque. That’s a 7-bhp bump up in power, in case 
you’re wondering. The updated Swift also gets a 
start/stop function, which gives it a better fuel 
economy figure, too. That sweet motor still comes 
mated to either a 5-speed manual or 5-speed AMT, 
just like before. Design-wise, the only difference 
here is the tweaked cross mesh grille upfront with 
chrome accents. Other than that, the 2021 Swift 
also gets cruise control, full-colour MID, revised 
seat upholstery, auto-folding ORVMs and a slightly 
different audio system for the VXi trim. Maruti 
Suzuki has also added three new dual-tone colours 
for the top-end variant. So, are the extra power 
and colour options enough to woo you into getting 
the updated Swift? Prices for the updated Swift 
start from ` 5.73 lakh, ex-showroom, Delhi, for 
the base LXI variant. Flip to page 30 to see how it 
holds up against the new Hyundai i20
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If the standard Lamborghini Urus doesn’t 
tickle your fancy, wait until you see the Urus 
Pearl Capsule Edition. It’s all decked up with 
optional features and accessories. Starting 
with its two-tone colour options. Inside, the 
cockpit gets colour-matched interior trim, 
dual-tone Alcantara and an option of con-
trast stitching as well. Intricate details like 
the Lamborghini emblem embroidered into 
the headrests, along with bits of carbon-fibre 
and black anodised aluminium trim make 
this Urus even more desirable.

The locally assembled Jeep Wrangler has 
been launched at an introductory price of  
`  53.9 lakh, ex-showroom, for the Unlimit-
ed variant, and ` 57.9 lakh, ex-showroom, 
for the Rubicon variant. That’s a straight 
` 10 lakh cheaper than the CBU version. 
That’s enough to buy  a... you know what 
we’ll let you figure out what you want to do 
with the savings!

HOME MADE

NO CAP

KING IN THE MAKING
Skoda has teased us enough with the 
Kushaq’s exterior and interior sketch-
es. Finally, it has unveiled the Kushaq 
in its production form. The Kushaq is 
based on the India-specific MQB-A0-IN 
platform, which it will share with the 
Volkswagen Taigun. Thanks to 95 per 
cent localisation of parts, it is likely that 
the Kushaq will be priced quite com-
petitively as compared to its rivals. The 
Kushaq has plenty of features on offer 
and some clever Skoda touches as well.

First things first, the Kushaq carries 
over a lot of similarities to its produc-
tion model from its concept. In terms of 
its footprint, it measures 4225 mm in 
length, 1760 mm in width, 1612 mm in 
height, and has a 2651 mm wheelbase. 
It has a ground clearance of 188 mm 
and a boot size of 385 litres which can 
be expanded to 1405 litres. The Kushaq 
will be available in three trims: Active, 
Ambition and Style, where Active is the 
standard variant, and the Style variant 
gets the good stuff like the striking look-
ing 17-inch alloy wheels as compared to 
the 16-inchers on the other two trims. 
Also, it will be available in five gorgeous 
colours: metallic Honey Orange, Tor-
nado Red, Candy White, metallic Reflex 
Silver, and metallic Carbon Steel.

The Kushaq has two engine op-
tions on offer: a 1.0-litre three-cylinder 

turbo-petrol engine producing 113 bhp 
and 17.85 kgm of torque, which can 
be paired with either a 6-speed man-
ual ’box or a 6-speed torque converter 
automatic. There is also the option of 
a punchier 1.5-litre TSI petrol engine 
available. It produces 148 bhp and 
25.49 kgm of torque and can be paired 
with either a 6-speed manual gearbox 
or a 7-speed DSG. Inside, it gets a 10-
inch touchscreen centre infotainment 
display, a two-spoke steering wheel, 
sunroof, climate control with a touch 
control panel, ventilated front seats, two 
USB Type-C ports in the centre console 
and two at the rear, wireless charging, 
ambient lighting, six speakers along 
with subwoofers and much more. Re-
member those clever touches we talked 
about? Here are a few: the use of a non-
slip base in the cup holder to conven-
iently open a bottle, smartphone storage 
pockets on the front seats just to make 
storing of smartphones convenient for 
the rear passengers.

Skoda will start taking bookings from 
June and deliveries will begin in July. It 
will compete against the Korean giants 
like the Hyundai Creta and Kia Seltos, 
and face stiff competition from our local 
heroes, too. Now, the only thing left for 
Skoda to do with the Kushaq is to price 
it cleverly. 

TOWN AND COUNTRY Mini’s Sports Activity Vehicle, the Coun-
tryman Cooper S, is here with two vari-
ants on offer — S and JCW Inspired. It’s 
just a minor facelift that includes a re-
designed front grille, front bumper, rear 
bumper, new LED headlights, fog lights, 
Union Jack-inspired LED tail-lights and 
fresh-looking alloys – 17-inchers for the 
S variant and 18-inchers for the JCW 
Inspired one. With the JCW Inspired  
kit, you even get the sporty rear spoiler 
and aero kit.

As far as tech is concerned, the JCW 
Inspired variant gets all the bells and 

whistles like a 5.5-inch display, a head-up 
display, wireless Apple CarPlay, speakers 
by Harman Kardon, adjustable rear seats 
and a picnic bench.

Underneath the Mini Countryman’s 
hood is a 2.0-litre four-cylinder petrol en-
gine which produces 188 bhp and 28.55 
kgm of torque, paired to a 7-speed auto 
’box. That’s good for a 0-100 kph run in 
7.5 seconds and a top speed of 225 kph. 
You will have to shell out ` 39.5 lakh, 
ex-showroom, for this Countryman Cooper 
S variant, while the JCW Inspired variant 
is priced at ` 43.4 lakh, ex-showroom.



ABOVE & BAYON

AN i4 AN EYE

THE GRAPEVINE

This is it, Hyundai’s  
Europe-only compact SUV, 
the Bayon. Like other  
recently launched cars 
from Hyundai, it features 
sharper design and ex-
presses bold characteris-
tics along with the latest  
in technology.

The Bayon has quite 
a few engine options on 
offer. There is a 1.2-litre 
four-cylinder engine pro-
ducing 83 bhp and 12 kgm 
of torque, which is the sole 

there will be an M Per-
formance variant as well. 
Inside, the i4 will get a re-
vamped interiors, courtesy 
of BMW’s latest 8th gen-
eration iDrive system first 
seen on the iX crossover.

BMW will be introducing 

Take a peek inside 
and you see two giant 
10.25-inch screens for the 
instrument cluster and 
infotainment display. It 
now also features wireless 
Apple CarPlay and An-
droid Auto. Plus, you get a 
bunch of safety features, 
one of which is ‘ROA’. This 
is short for Rear Occupant 
Alert, which alerts the rear 
occupants with the help of 
a sensor if there’s a child 
or a pet near the door. 

naturally aspirated engine 
of the lot. The rest of the 
engines are turbocharged. 
1.0-litre three-cylinder 
turbo-petrol  engine is 
available in three states of 
tune. One produces 99 bhp 
and 17.5 kgm of torque, 
while the other two engines 
with 48-volt mild-hybrid 
technology produce 99 bhp 
and 118 bhp. Transmis-
sion duties for the 1.2-litre 
naturally aspirated engine 
is carried out by a 5-speed 

manual gearbox. Whereas 
all the other engines get a 
choice of either a 6-speed 
manual or a 7-speed DCT. 
What’s interesting is that 
it gets rev-matching tech 
as seen on the i30N. En-
gage Sport mode and the 
Bayon will rev-match your 
downshifts. Sweet! The 
manual variant tips the 
scale at 1120 kg and does 
the 0-100 kph run in 10.4 
seconds, and maxxes out 
at 185 kph.

the i4 in the international 
market alongside other 
electric vehicles like the i3, 
iX3 and iX. By 2023, BMW 
will have as many as 12 
all-electric vehicles on sale 
worldwide. The electric rev-
olution is coming in fast.

BMW’s made heavy invest-
ment in its Munich plant 
for manufacturing the 
BMW i4 there. The interest-
ing bit is that the assembly 
line will manufacture ICE 
vehicles, plug-in hybrids 
and all-electric vehicles. 
As BMW unveils its first 
all-electric Gran Coupe, 
there will be many more 
BMWs in the future with 
a similar design, but with 
updated powertrain and 
efficient battery tech along 
with increased use of recy-
cled materials.

The i4 has arrived before 
time and will take on the 
Tesla Model 3. Different 

versions of the i4 will be 
available with power out-
puts up to 523 bhp and 
a range of up to 590 km. 
The fastest version will be 
able to accelerate from 0 
to 100 kph in 4 seconds. 
Yes, BMW’s confirmed that 
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CROSS TAKEN
The Porsche Taycan’s Cross Turis-
mo variant is finally here after it 
was spotted testing in the German 
countryside earlier this year. This 
one features standard air suspension 
and an off-road inspired body kit. 
In Gravel mode its ground clearance 
becomes 30 mm higher than the 
standard Taycan’s and the car auto-
matically carries out a few tweaks in 
its systems to provide extra traction. 
So a light off-road trail shouldn’t be 
a big deal for it. The Taycan Cross 
Turismo’s larger proportions make 

What you see here is the upcoming hybrid 
four-door performance car from Mercedes-
AMG. The upcoming car is going to be called 
the GT 73 and will produce upwards of 800 
bhp from its V8 BiTurbo engine, paired to 

a hybrid system. We’ll see this one break 
cover pretty soon and we’re very excited for 
it. The Mercedes-AMG Petronas F1 team and 
Mercedes-AMG collaboration is getting along 
really well, no?

way for extra utility. For instance, in 
the rear seats, it has 47 mm more 
headroom because of the extended 
roofline. The extension in proportions 
also allows for an extra 1200 litres 
of luggage capacity, of course, with 
the rear seats folded. And now with 
its relatively upright tailgate, one can 
even accommodate an optional bike 
rack, too.

There are four powertrain options 
ranging from 375 bhp to 616 bhp. 
The fun part about the two Tur-
bo variants in its lineup are their 

different launch control systems. This 
means in overboost mode, the Cross 
Turosmo can do a 0-100 kph sprint 
in 2.9 seconds flat but will have a 
dip in its overall maximum range to 
418 km. Its 93.4 kWh battery pack 
is standard and so is its 800-volt 
electrical architecture which can 
charge the battery from 0-80 percent 
in 22 minutes with the help of a 350 
kW rapid charger. The Taycan Cross 
Turismo can be an excellent proposi-
tion for India, but we’re still waiting 
for the original Taycan.

HIGHER POWER
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SHOW ‘N’ TELL
M O T O R I N G  W O R L D  A W A R D S  2 0 2 1

WINNER’S  CIRCLE

A well-loved car in all-new clothes 
— and the clothes are from Savile 
Row. The new Hyundai i20 is a 
slick looker, loaded with every 
feature you could possibly want 
and comes with great engines, 
including a barnstorming turbo-
petrol option which makes it 
a genuine hot hatch. Is it any 
wonder we think so highly of it?

HATCHBACK OF THE YEAR | HYUNDAI i20

COMPACT SUV OF THE YEAR | KIA SONET

This is the closest you can get to having an apartment 
on wheels. The Kia Carnival is so refined, so 
luxurious and so utterly practical that it makes the 
competition look rather pedestrian. At this price, 
nothing else comes close.

This is a brilliant example of using an existing platform 
and taking it to the next level. There’s a reason the Kia 
Sonet is flying off the shelves — it’s the sportiest all-
round compact SUV that money can buy at the moment, 
and it’s feature-packed and comfortable to boot.

Last year was a difficult one for all businesses, but the automobile manufacturers 
showed us the way forward with their resilience, despite the pandemic. The team 
at Motoring World sat down and took a good look at all the two-wheelers and four-
wheelers that were launched in the previous year. We’ll admit it — it’s a fun exercise, 
and something that we look forward to. Having discussed, argued, fought, laughed 
and finally agreed our way through our jury rounds, we are left with a select set 
of the very best automotive machines — the ones making up the Motoring World 
Awards.Here, then, are our winners for 2021!

MUV OF THE YEAR | KIA CARNIVAL
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SUV OF THE YEAR | HYUNDAI CRETA

PREMIUM SUV OF THE YEAR | SKODA KAROQ

LUXURY SUV OF THE YEAR | MERCEDES-BENZ GLS

PREMIUM CAR OF THE YEAR | BMW 2 SERIES GRAN COUPE

We’ll have a glass or two of whatever the Hyundai 
Creta is having, because seldom do you come across 
a vehicle of any class that ticks so many boxes — 
comfort, build quality, features, practicality, frugality 
and many more. We’d go so far as to say that it’s one 
of the best cars Hyundai has ever made.

When you’re aiming to take the legendary Yeti’s place, you’d 
better bring your A game — and the Skoda Karoq does so 
in emphatic fashion. It’s built like a tank, has a wonderful 
petrol engine, offers top-notch comfort and handles more 
like a car than an SUV. What’s not to like, really?

You would be hard pressed to find another vehicle that combines 
road presence, amazing levels of luxury and, well, amazing levels 
of luxury like the Mercedes-Benz GLS does. It’s a technology-
loaded presidential suite, and one that we’d be happy to stay in.

Just because it’s a small BMW doesn’t mean 
the 2 Series Gran Coupe isn’t a proper BMW. It 
looks like it means business, and the moment 
you drive it, you realise it is the business — 
fast, agile, well built and fun.
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LUXURY CAR OF THE YEAR | AUDI A8L

PERFORMANCE CAR OF THE YEAR | MERCEDES-AMG GT63 4-DOOR COUPE

PERFORMANCE SUV OF THE YEAR | 
MERCEDES-AMG GLC 43 COUPE

DESIGN OF THE YEAR | 
LAND ROVER DEFENDER

As supremely sybaritic as it is lengthy, the Audi 
A8L is one of those cars that feels just right the 
moment you sink into its luxurious cabin. It has 
everything a buyer in this stratosphere could want 
— cutting edge technology, brilliant comfort, superb 
ride quality, sophisticated looks and much more. A 
shoo-in if there ever was one.

Combining the thunderous performance of a true 
sportscar with the luxury you would associate 
with a limousine, the Mercedes-AMG GT63 
4-Door Coupe provides the best of both worlds 
in a truly enthralling manner. Its exhaust note 
alone had us at idle; when we flung it around 
corners, we knew it was truly special.

‘Performance’ and ‘SUV’ are normally not words 
that go well together, but the Mercedes-AMG 
GLC 43 proves that theory wrong. It’s one of the 
most entertaining machines we drove last year, 
across segments, and the best part is that it’s 
assembled right here in India.

The Defender looks impressive in photographs; 
when you’re standing next to it in the flesh, it’s 
downright gobsmacking. With the presence of a 
luxury villa, the legendary toughness of a… well, 
Land Rover, and every creature comfort you can 
possibly want, this is an SUV that looks set to 
become an icon in its own right.
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CAR OF THE YEAR | MAHINDRA THAR

As a standalone vehicle, the Mahindra Thar is very 
good. As a generational leap, it’s extraordinary — 
there’s literally a night-and-day difference between 
the older one and this machine. It’s designed and 

The future appears to be electric, and if that future 
is filled with cars like the Tata Nexon EV, we 
won’t be complaining. It has all the attributes that 
have made the Nexon so popular — safety, looks, 
comfort, value — with the added advantage of an 
eco-friendly motor. And any vehicles that spins its 
wheels during acceleration is fine by us.

COMMUTER OF THE YEAR | 
HERO MOTOCORP PASSION PRO

PREMIUM COMMUTER OF THE YEAR |
HERO MOTOCORP XTREME 160R

Refined, efficient, comfortable, and stylish to boot. 
And that’s even before you consider its terrific value 
for money. Nothing came close to the Hero MotoCorp 
Passion Pro in this segment!

It’s not easy to get an all-new platform right in 
the first go. But that’s exactly what the Hero 
MotoCorp Xtreme 160R does. Its fun motor and 
even better handling ensure that you’ll never ride 
it without huge smiles.

made in India, it’s extremely safe, it’s easy and fun 
to drive every day, and it’ll eat trails for breakfast. 
This is a stellar achievement, and eminently 
worthy of our biggest award.

EV OF THE YEAR | TATA NEXON EV
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ELECTRIC SCOOTER OF THE YEAR | 
BAJAJ CHETAK

DESIGN OF THE YEAR | BAJAJ CHETAK

ADVENTURE MOTORCYCLE OF THE YEAR | 
KTM 390 ADVENTURE

PREMIUM MOTORCYCLE OF THE YEAR | 
HUSQVARNA SVARTPILEN 250

The comeback of a legendary name in an all-new 
electrified format. The new Bajaj Chetak aims to ride 
the wave of new-age mobility from the front. Heck, 
we’d give it the trophy for its ride quality alone.

It’s not just about the looks. It’s about the small 
details, both aesthetic and of convenience. It’s about 
the quality of thought and effortless execution. And 
this year, nothing comes close to the thoughtful and 
charming Chetak.

That familiar stonking motor in a more bashable 
package? An electronics package and equipment that 
we’ve never seen outside of big bikes? All right, we’re 
sold. Point us to the nearest trails, please.

 

An old motorcycling name that’s new for India. A 
funky design like we’ve never seen before. And it’s a 
proper hooligan to ride, too! This left-of-field Indo-
Swede gets the gold for being so delightfully different.
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CRUISER OF THE YEAR | 
HARLEY-DAVIDSON LOW RIDER S

PERFORMANCE MOTORCYCLE 
OF THE YEAR | TRIUMPH TIGER 900

MOTORCYCLE OF THE YEAR | 
ROYAL ENFIELD METEOR 350

Milwaukee’s V-twins are a perennial favourite. 
They look good, sound even better, and tear up 
the road when called upon to do so. But mostly, 
they’re the best for chilling out on. Isn’t that 
what cruising is all about?

Indians know how tigers can be. And now we also 
know what happens when a Tiger reinvents itself — 
it goes right back to the top where an apex predator 
should be. As an all-round, all-season motorcycle, 
nothing comes close to the Triumph Tiger 900.

A heart that beats like the days of yore, but with modern 
peace of mind. Its manners are as addictive as they’re 
meditative. And it’s put together better than ever before, 
too. A worthy winner of our outright two-wheeled honour 
— the Royal Enfield Meteor 350.

27APRIL 2021 |  MOTORING WORLD

   MOTORCYCLE OF THE YEAR | ROYAL ENFIELD METEOR 350

COMMUTER OF THE YEAR | HERO MOTOCORP PASSION PRO

PREMIUM COMMUTER OF THE YEAR | HERO MOTOCORP XTREME 160R

ELECTRIC SCOOTER OF YEAR | BAJAJ CHETAK

PREMIUM MOTORCYCLE OF THE YEAR | HUSQVARNA SVARTPILEN 250

DESIGN OF THE YEAR | BAJAJ CHETAK

ADVENTURE MOTORCYCLE OF THE YEAR | KTM 390 ADVENTURE

PERFORMANCE MOTORCYCLE OF THE YEAR | TRIUMPH TIGER 900

CRUISER OF THE YEAR | HARLEY-DAVIDSON LOW RIDER S

W I N N E R S
CAR OF THE YEAR | MAHINDRA THAR

HATCHBACK OF THE YEAR | HYUNDAI i20

MUV OF THE YEAR | KIA CARNIVAL

COMPACT SUV OF THE YEAR | KIA SONET

SUV OF THE YEAR | HYUNDAI CRETA

PREMIUM SUV OF THE YEAR | SKODA KAROQ

LUXURY SUV OF THE YEAR | MERCEDES-BENZ GLS

PREMIUM CAR OF THE YEAR | BMW 2 SERIES GRAN COUPE

LUXURY CAR OF THE YEAR | AUDI A8L

PERFORMANCE CAR OF THE YEAR | MERCEDES-AMG GT63 4-DOOR COUPE

PERFORMANCE SUV OF THE YEAR | MERCEDES-AMG GLC 43 COUPE

DESIGN OF THE YEAR | LAND ROVER DEFENDER

EV OF THE YEAR | TATA NEXON EV



SHORT SHIFT
J E E P  C O M PA S S

A small facelift makes a big 
difference to the Jeep Compass

RIGHT 
DIRECTION
By Aditya Upadhyaula  Photographs Kaizad Adil Darukhanawala

28 MOTORING WORLD | APRIL 2021



the large switchgear and plasticky 
dash could have easily been forgiven. 
But when cars a few segments below 
have better interiors, it was definitely 
time for a rethink. And rethink, Jeep 
did. Other than the shifter, I don’t 
think any part of the old dashboard 
was carried over. As is the norm these 
days, a large 10.1-inch touchscreen 
display now dominates the dash. In 
addition to that, you also get a new 
digital instrument cluster, a new 
steering wheel, wireless charging, 
eight-way power-adjustable seats with 
memory and cooling functions and 
even new door pads. 

There’s liberal use of gloss-
black plastic, which does attract 
fingerprints, but on the whole, it 
feels less like a child’s toy now. 
The massive screen offers excellent 
functionality and responds well to the 
touch. Some vehicle functions like 
cooled seats are available exclusively 
through the touch screen, but I think 
Jeep has managed to strike the right 
balance between tactile switches and 
the touch interface. The controls for 
the transfer case have been moved 
from the old rotary knob to an 
electronic selector now. It’s simple to 
use, but because of the gloss plastic 

Think of an off-roader, and odds 
are, the seven-slat Jeep logo comes 
to mind. Even though the Compass 
is an entry-level Jeep, it’s every bit 
as capable of taking on off-roading 
duties as its larger siblings. With its 
latest update, however, it’s also a 
much nicer car to live with as well.

The Compass started off as 
a gawky SUV with the right 
proportions but fussy details. With 
this new update, changes to the 
outside include a new nose section, 
LED headlamps, diamond-cut alloy 
wheels and a new grille. It’s not a 
very significant upgrade, but it is 
noticeable. Interestingly, there’s not 
a hint of chrome anywhere on the 
outside, and I’m a huge fan of its 
blacked-out logos and trim pieces. 
Our test car came in a beautiful 
purple colour with metal-flake 
paint and contrast-painted roof and 
mirrors. Its stance and proportions 
still catch the eye, and with this 
update, the car manages to look 
fresh even after all these years.

Inside is where the majority of 
changes happened. While the earlier 
car was rugged and durable, it 
wasn’t exactly pleasing to the eye. 
Given the car’s off-road credentials, 

JEEP COMPASS
POWERTRAIN

Displacement 1956cc, I-4, turbo-diesel

Max power 171 bhp@3750 rpm

Max torque 35.69 kgm@1750-2500 rpm

Transmission 7-speed, DCT

TYRES

F/R 225/55 R18

DIMENSIONS

L/W/H (mm) 4405/1818/1640

Wheelbase  2636 mm

Ground clearance 208 mm

Kerb weight 1778 kg

Fuel tank capacity 60 litres

PRICE `  28.29 LAKH 
 (ex-showroom, Mumbai)

With these changes, the 
Compass finally feels complete

on its surround, in broad daylight, 
you might not be able to see which 
mode you are in.

The Compass already has a lot 
going for it, including having the best 
ride quality in its class and these 
upgrades only add to its appeal. With 
these changes, the Compass finally 
feels complete. ■

With the new interior, the Compass finally feels worthy of its price tag

29APRIL 2021 |  MOTORING WORLD



HEAD TO HEAD
H Y U N D A I  i 2 0  V S 
M A R U T I  S U Z U K I  S W I F T

With new clothes, that is. The current ICOTY, 
the Hyundai i20, takes on the king of the hill, 
the Maruti Suzuki Swift. Stand back...
By Pablo Chaterji   Photographs Amit Naik

AN OLD BATTLE
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also happy to have a character all its 
own. It’s also picked up an ICOTY 
award in the past, is the current 
ICOTY, and sells in quantities 
that, taken on their own, are very 
impressive. Pitting these two cars 
against each other is but a natural 
event, then, so let’s see how things 
pan out.

ON THE OUTSIDE
You’d be hard-pressed to tell the 
facelifted 2021 Swift apart from 
the previous model at first glance. 
It still looks cheerful, lively and 
frankly quite smashing, and only 
a closer look at its grille reveals 
the new elements — a (thankfully) 
tasteful chrome strip running 
across the middle of it, along with 
a mesh pattern in black, rather 
than the older slats. Disclaimer: the 
car you see in these photographs 

has a number of non-standard 
embellishments, because the 
dealership has kitted it out with 
almost everything it could find on 
the options list. Other than the 
grille, this Swift doesn’t look any 
different, which is a good thing 
because it’s one of those cars that 
is easy on the eye from any angle. 
You can now option it in a two-tone 
finish in three colours — red with  
a black roof, blue with a white  
roof, and white with a black roof.  
Pro tip — the red one remains the 
most attractive.

The new i20 is… something. 
What that something is depends 
on which side of the fence you’re 
sitting on. It’s very much a part of 
Hyundai’s ‘Sensuous Sportiness’ 
design language, which means 
that it’s either dancing on the edgy 
side of things or a bit of an eyesore 

The Maruti Suzuki Swift is a car 
that every manufacturer in India 
secretly wishes it could have in its 
lineup. There’s virtually nothing that 
it hasn’t achieved since its launch 
in 2005. It’s been voted Indian Car 
Of The Year three times, once for 
each of its generations, and no other 
single model has won this award as 
many times. It has sold well over 20 
lakh units since launch. It was the 
largest-selling car in India in 2020 
and has consistently been among 
the top five best-selling cars here 
over the years. It appeals to a wide 
audience — families, couples, boy 
racers, college students and more. 
It’s good looking, practical, fun to 
drive and economical to run. In 
other words, it’s the very definition 
of an all-rounder. The Hyundai i20 
definitely wishes it could be the 
Swift in the numbers game, but it’s 
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(I’ve heard both things said of it); 
personally, I think the excesses 
work quite well. Firstly, it looks far 
more premium than the older car, 
straight off the bat, and it’s now the 
widest car in the segment, which 
bodes well for interior space. The 
frameless grille is striking, as are 
the swept-back headlights, and the 
profusion of slashes and creases 
all over the car definitely give it a 
very unique character. Seen from 
the side, there’s a sportiness to its 
forward-leaning stance, and the rear 
stands out because of its width and 
those funky LED tail-lamps. I rather 
like the way this car looks, but I still 
have to give this round to the Swift 
because of the fact that it looks great 
without trying as hard as the i20.

THE INSIDE STUFF
The Swift’s cabin hasn’t changed 
all that much over the pre-
facelift model. Additions include a 
SmartPlay Studio system, with the 

mid-range V spec car receiving a 
2-DIN system; top-spec cars also get 
cruise control and a colour screen 
between the two very sporty dials 
which continue to look great. There’s 
also some updated seat upholstery, 
and the seats themselves are pretty 
comfortable. Rear-seat space 
remains quite generous, and overall 
(other than some slightly sub-par 
plastics and the lack of connected 
tech and a sunroof) this is an up-to-
the-mark interior

The i20 gets all the right buttons in all the right places

… I still have to 
give this round 
to the Swift... 
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It’s not, however, as up to 
the mark as the i20. There’s a 
perceptible difference in the quality 
of materials and the way things are 
laid out in the Hyundai, and it’s a 
much more liveable space. Sitting 
in the driver’s seat, you get a wide 
view of the road — thanks in part 
to that dashboard, which is placed 
low down — and ergonomically, all 
the essentials fall easily to hand. 
That infotainment screen is the 
largest in this class, is easy to 
use and has Hyundai’s connected 
tech, and it’s nicely integrated on 
the dashboard; there’s also a Bose 
sound system. The A/C controls 
are rocker switches (always a nice 
addition), and the vents are in 
line with the horizontal slats that 
run the width of the dashboard, 
providing some detail. Plastic 
quality is more than acceptable, as 
are fit and finish levels.

The instruments look great but 
are actually quite hard to read, 
so thankfully there are also clear 
digital readouts of speed and 
engine rpm. Other features on 

Red accents certainly draw the eyes away from all the black!

That’s quite an older-gen-R1 stare from the meters
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top-spec models include a sunroof, 
an air purifier, tyre pressure 
monitoring, auto climate control 
and ambient lighting. The rear seats 
are now much more spacious, with 
plenty of head and knee room; those 
at the back get A/C vents and a USB 
charging port. I found that I could 
never figure a comfortable seating 
position in the driver’s seat, on 
the downside; there was too much 
padding in the lumbar region and 
not enough under-thigh support.

ALL GOOD UNDER THE HOOD
The 2021 Swift’s refined 1.2-litre 
DualJet petrol engine comes with 
twin injectors for each of its four 
cylinders, which means that the 
injection process is more efficient 
and, just as importantly, power 
and fuel efficiency have gone up. 
The engine now makes 90 bhp, 
alongside 11.5 kgm of torque, and 
also comes with an idle start-stop 

function; Maruti Suzuki claims a 
fuel efficiency figure of 23.2 kpl. 
The thing you quickly notice about 
this engine is that it’s much more 
responsive at the lower end of the 
rev range and in city conditions. 
It’s also the right level of lively, and 
when you give it some stick, it pulls 
effortlessly all the way to its 6400-
rpm redline, sounding entertaining 
while at it. The 5-speed gearbox 
remains slick and easy to use.

The i20’s 1.2-litre petrol engine is 
down on power compared with the 
Swift — 83 bhp — but slightly up 
on torque, with 11.7 kgm. It’s also 
extremely refined and has a very 
smooth 5-speed manual, but the 
issue is that it’s a bit of a laggard at 
slow speeds. You really have to rev 
the powerplant hard to get any kind 
of serious forward movement going, 
with peak torque kicking in around 
the 4000-rpm mark. This is very 
entertaining on an open, winding 

road where you can keep the engine 
on the boil, but since the bulk of 
most people’s driving is done in a 
city, some working of the gearbox 
is needed in traffic. The clutch is 
light, so your left leg won’t keel over 
from exhaustion, but there’s no 
doubt that overall, the Swift has the 
peppier, more useable engine.

ON THE MOVE
Maruti’s best-selling hatchback 
has been entertaining enthusiastic 
drivers for 15 years, and it’s easy to 
see why. It’s light and easy to drive 
at all speeds, and loves to be driven 
hard and thrown around corners. 
The steering wheel remains a little 
light at higher velocities, but that’s 
not much of a deal-breaker because 
of the sheer weight (see what I did 
there?) of the amusement package 
on offer. The car does have a 
slightly harsh low-speed ride, but is 
otherwise extremely well planted; the 
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MARUTI SUZUKI 
SWIFT

HYUNDAI i20

POWERTRAIN

Displacement 1197cc, i-4, petrol

Max power 89 bhp@6000 rpm

Max torque 11.52 kgm@4400 rpm

Transmission 5-speed, manual

TYRES

F/R 185/65 R15

DIMENSIONS

L/W/H (mm) 3845/1735/1530

Wheelbase 2450 mm

Ground clearance NA

Kerb weight 905 kg

Fuel capacity 37 litres 

PRICE `  5.73 - 8.41 LAKH 
 (ex-showroom, Delhi)

POWERTRAIN

Displacement 1197cc, I-4, petrol

Max power 82 bhp@6000 rpm

Max torque 11.7 kgm@1500-4000 rpm

Transmission 5-speed, manual

TYRES

F/R 195/55 R16

DIMENSIONS

L/W/H (mm) 3995/1775/1505

Wheelbase 2580 mm

Ground clearance 170 mm

Kerb weight NA

Fuel capacity 37 litres 

PRICE `  6.79 - 11.32LAKH 
 (ex-showroom, Delhi)

brakes are excellent as well.
The i20 was never the Swift’s 

equivalent in the agility stakes, 
and it still isn’t quite there. The 
steering wheel is now much more 
weighty (thank goodness) than in 
the earlier car, and turn-in is more 
precise, but it’s all a bit… neutral 
and bland. During fast cornering, 
the tyres don’t seem to be able to 
keep up with the chassis in terms 
of grip, resulting in some washing-
wide moments. Also, the car tends 
to wriggle around a little under hard 
braking, which can be irritating. 
The i20 is more suited for the daily 
drive and the long-distance trip, 
not so much the weekend blast in 
a set of twisties. The ride quality, 
however, is top class and much 
better than that of the Swift — the 
suspension is very well damped 
indeed. Here, I’m going to have to 
declare a tie, since both cars do 
different things brilliantly.

SO WHICH ONE, THEN?
The i20 has become a much 
better car now in every aspect, 
but it’s also become pretty damn 
expensive — every variant is 
well over a lakh of rupees more 
than the equivalent Swift. This 
would normally be the kicker in a 
shootout, but here’s the thing — I 
believe it’s worth the extra money, 
especially if you’re going down the 
EMI route. The Swift is cheaper, 
has a livelier petrol engine, is more 
fun to drive and better looking, to 
be sure. The Hyundai, however, 
has a certain X factor to it, and 
it rides better, comes with more 
features, and has a superior cabin, 
all of which make it a better car to 
live with on a daily basis; not for 
nothing is it the ICOTY for 2020, 
and our own Hatchback Of The 
Year. The Hyundai wins this one, 
then — but not without a hell of a 
fight from the Swift. ■
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They take it all, and then some. Say 
hello to our biggest winners of 2021

COVER STORY
ROYAL ENFIELD METEOR 350 
VS MAHINDR A THAR

By Kartik Ware Photographs Kaizad Adil Darukhanawala

TOP STORIES

Topped out at an indicated 120 
kph reminded me that windshields 
belong on cars, not motorcycles, on 
which they mostly become wind-
powered brakes. However, in this 
case, the Royal Enfield Meteor 
350’s screen may well have been a 
transparent, bug-splattering crown; 
after all, it is our 2021 Motorcycle 

Of The Year. And it was on its way 
to meet the Mahindra Thar, our 
2021 Car Of The Year. Car versus 
bike, COTY versus MOTY. There’s 
no real competition, of course, just 
a usual thematic exaggeration on 
our part. That’s not to say there 
aren’t similarities, though — if only 
in spirit. Both are all-new machines. 

Both are made by Indian companies. 
And both are extensions of traditions 
for their makers. 

Cruising is to Royal Enfield what 
off-roading is to Mahindra. Over 
decades, bikes and cars from each 
manufacturer have taken thousands 
upon thousands of people to every 
dusty and muddy nook and cranny 
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of India, and they’re still finding 
new places to go to. RE’s slew of 
organised riding experiences almost 
mirror Mahindra Adventure’s 
escapades into the real world 
that exists away from cities. And 
I know of no other manufacturers 
whose compasses point north more 
impatiently, waiting for frozen 
mountain passes to thaw in June 

Lines that we Indians never seem to tire of. No?

so that they can launch up to 
Ladakh which is the spiritual home 
of these brands. 

The Meteor is an old name 
on a familiar format; the badge 
first appeared on a Royal Enfield 
in the 1950s, and in its modern 
reincarnation, it’s found itself on 
the new version of what was called 
the Thunderbird. Like the Thar, LEDs and conspicuous branding. Signs of the times

I know of no other manu-
facturers whose compasses 
point north more impatiently, 
waiting for frozen mountain 
passes to thaw in June...
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it shares nothing with the older 
machine. However, while names and 
platforms might be new, the premise 
and the promise of each machine 
is far from an alien one to Indians. 
RE’s latest cruiser is descended from 
the Lightning 535 from 2000 and, 
more importantly, from Indians’ even 
longer-standing fetish for Harley 
clones which produced ape-hanger-
sporting Bullets all over the country 
before that. And Mahindra has made 
Indian jeeps since the 1950s, so 
there are very few in a country of 1.4 
billion people who don’t know what 
the Thar is supposed to be. 

Much to the Americans’ 
annoyance (I assume), the Thar is 
better than ever before at being a 
jeep. Please note that I’m taking 
care to use just the common noun, 
and not the proper one that seldom 
appears without the floating ‘R’ 

in a circle. Anyway, the Thar is 
simultaneously sleeker and more 
cheerful in its latest form. Even that 
front end has come to grow on me 
since its launch last year. The 130-
bhp diesel, in addition to the 150-
bhp petrol, and its short-wheelbase 
agility always want to get carried 
away with fun motoring. The shorter 
transfer-case lever next to the gear 
lever makes it seem invincible, a 4X4 
amulet that will always protect. And 
you have the option of getting one 
that can get rid of its roof. As you’d 
expect, the Thar is always going to be 
a capable prankster.    

Admittedly, I haven’t taken it off-
roading yet, but I bet the majority 
of those who’ve bought it haven’t, 
either. Of course, that’s no excuse, 
only a regret; by all accounts, 
the new Thar picks up things 
where the old one left them — in 

This interior. Tears of joy in Thar fans’ eyes

This is the kind of badge engineering we like!
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a place accessible only via 4X4, 
strong bones, and an unflagging 
enthusiasm to conquer all sorts of 
terrain. The Meteor, on the other 
hand, prefers tarmac, and excels 
on it in its own relaxed way of doing 
things. I probably got carried away 
with the thought, but at 100 kph 
I had the distinct thought that the 
Meteor felt simultaneously more 
planted and responsive than its 
650-twin siblings. The Meteor really 
is that taut and willing. And no, it 

doesn’t need to lug around at low 
speeds like the older REs anymore.  

Here’s an explanation at the 
risk of oversimplification; since 
there are no pushrods in the motor 
anymore, there is none of that famed 
low-down locomotive-like feel that 
REs plodded along with for years. 
But installing a single overhead 
camshaft and a balancer shaft into 
a traditional long-stroke format also 
means this is the smoothest RE 
motor yet and sits at 100 kph with 

a composure that its spec sheet 
cannot describe. And after a hard 
ride, the Meteor won’t sound like 
a can full of nuts and bolts being 
shaken at 5000 rpm, either. What’s 
more, even though I’ve only had the 
Meteor for around six months now, 
long-term reliability should improve, 
too. All of these things are exactly 
what RE needed to get more people 
into its fold. And the same goes for 
the Mahindra. 

The Thar, too, aims to be more 
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Thrumming the Meteor along 
at cruising speeds is a happ 
feeling; threatening fellow roa 
users with the Thar is a similar one

inclusive. Everyday liveability has 
improved by leaps and bounds 
normally shown by Olympic 
athletes. It is also far smoother and 
more ‘normal’ to drive than before, 
and it also has all the tech carrots 
that buyers demand to be dangled 
before them these days. Heck, 
even the Meteor gets a navigation 
pod next to its meter. And both get 
generously lined with LEDs, too. 
However, both their souls remain 
untouched, and are perhaps even 

enhanced. Thrumming the Meteor 
along at cruising speeds is a happy 
feeling; threatening fellow road users 
with the Thar is a similar one. 

And yet, so far, I’ve heard a 
number of people comment on how 
the Meteor and the Thar depart 
from their forebears’ attributes. 
They’re perhaps too refined, they 
say, for what they are meant to be. 
And I think that’s fine, since they 
both aim to be more all-embracing 
than their predecessors could be. 

To grow the niche, I suppose the 
niche must first grow. And these two 
machines most certainly cast a wider 
net without losing their respective 
essences. Nonetheless, It’s funny that 
they should offer you options from 
each other’s domains; the Thar lets 
you have wind in your hair, while 
the Meteor gives you a windshield. 
As long as there are those who want 
either of these, on two wheels or four, 
this pair will be more than just fine. 
Fun machines will always win! ■
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ISSUE SPECIAL
TATA  N E XO N  E V  V S  AT H E R  4 5 0 X

One of these is the closest you’ll get 
to owning a piece of the future

BACK TO 
THE FUTURE
By Aditya Upadhyaula  Photographs Kaizad Adil Darukhanawala

42 MOTORING WORLD | APRIL 2021



scooters before it, but none that 
offered the range and functionality 
that the 450X managed to squeeze 
into its trellis frame. As far as 
scooters go, the Ather is the most 
alien-looking one on the market and 
the special edition seen here is even 
more so, thanks to its translucent 
body panels exposing its trellis frame 
and electronics. The Nexon EV, on 
the other hand, subtly sets itself 
apart from its internal-combustion 
brethren with the help of light 
blue accents on its lower grille and 
window trim.

To say they take different 

approaches is an understatement, 
of course. The Ather is a ground-
up rethink of what an electric 
scooter should be, while the 
Nexon EV is, well, a Nexon with an 
electric powertrain. Perhaps I’m 
oversimplifying it a bit, though, 
because the platform that underpins 
the Nexon EV was designed with 
electrification in mind from the 
beginning, which explains the lack 
of compromises needed to make it 
a full-fledged EV. The battery neatly 
stows under the passenger cell and 
only reduces ground clearance by 
4 mm over the regular car, and 

When Doc Brown set off into 
the future, he claimed he didn’t 
need roads where he was going, you 
know, in 2015. Well, here we are, 
six years past that and still dealing 
with the side effects of gravity. We 
may not have flying cars yet, but 
we still have a small slice of the 
future available now. I’m talking, of 
course, about electric vehicles, two 
homegrown ones at that.

The Tata Nexon EV came out 
early last year and remains one of 
the most impressive EVs I’ve driven 
so far. And then there is the Ather 
450X. There have been electric 
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rear-seat passengers don’t have 
to worry about it eating into their 
precious legroom, either.

This difference is also apparent 
in how you interact with these 
vehicles. The Nexon EV ditches 
the traditional shifter for a rotary 
knob, but other than that, the rest 
of the controls are pretty standard. 
Conversely, it would take me a few 
hours to properly explain all the 
functionality the Ather’s vibrant 
touchscreen offers, however. It uses 
an Android-based OS and swiping 
through menus is just as intuitive 
as using your phone. Anyone who 
grew up with video games will also 
love its control schemes because you 
can access additional functionality 

The Nexon EV actually drives 
better than its ICE counterpart

by pressing a combination of 
switches. Want to activate park 
assist? Just hold the brake lever, 
the indicator cancel switch and 
the power button, and voila! Like 
your browser, the 450X even has 
an incognito mode so your location 
isn’t stored in the scooter for the 
other users to see. Ahem!

On the move, the Nexon EV 
actually drives better than its ICE 
counterpart, primarily because 
of its perfect 50:50 weight 
distribution and lower centre of 
gravity offered by its battery packs. 
The steering offers no information 
about what the front wheels are 
up to, but the car does respond to 
your inputs quickly and accurately. 

The same goes for braking; in other 
EVs, you usually have the option of 
selecting the amount of regeneration 
you’ll need, but in this, it’s been 
set at an optimised level which is 
easy to get used to, but the brakes 
feel a little unresponsive because of 
that. Despite all of this, the Nexon 
EV rides better and also handles far 
better than the regular Nexons. All 
that weight centralisation definitely 
comes in handy here.

I wish the same could be said 
of the Ather, though. It feels like 
it’s been built by someone without 
any scooter-building experience. It 
struggles to hide the weight of its 
batteries and you notice it when 
you hit bumps and potholes as the 
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suspension dives and jostles you 
around. Sure, it has the weight 
really low, which helps, but more 
weight means longer braking 
distances. The riding posture is 
also such that at full lock when 
turning, which is a lot on a scooter 
as you filter through traffic, the 
handlebar hits the knees And it 
doesn’t feel as solidly put together, 
either, even though individual parts 
seem of really good quality. The 
instant torque it delivers in Warp 
mode makes up for all of that, 
though. Zooming through traffic is 
a breeze and overtakes don’t require 
planning like they usually do in 
other scooters.

For both, coming from traditional 

Regular controls help transition you into the electric future

It’s nice waking up to a fully charged vehicle. No?

Range be damned, give us the sticky rubber

Over short distances, this is the view of both vehicles you’ll most likely see. Try to keep up!
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 I think the 
Nexon EV and 
the 450X are 
both fantastic 
products on 
the cusp of 
a revolution

ICE vehicles, the lack of noise is 
something that you need to rewire 
yourself for. We are so used to 
associating engine noise with speed, 
that you don’t realise the vehicle is 
actually going rather quickly. There 
is some whine from the electric 
motors, but it’s easily drowned out 
by traffic noises.

Now we come to the important 
part — charging. Tata will install 
a wall charger at your residence 
and a full charge takes eight hours. 
There are also a few fast chargers 
available, which you can navigate 
to using the infotainment system, 
and those chargers can juice you 
up in just an hour. A full charge is 
good for an ARAI-certified 312 km 

of range. Let’s be honest here, the 
charging network isn’t good enough 
for you to be taking road trips in the 
Nexon EV anyway, and for city use, 
that range is more than adequate. 
In fact, you can be quite liberal with 
your right foot because you don’t 
have to worry about running out of 
charge in the middle of nowhere.

The Ather also offers a charging 
station called the Dot. Unlike the 
Nexon EV, however, it doesn’t come 
with fast charging. From what I 
gather, though, it doesn’t need 
fast charging anyway. I’ve rarely 
met anyone who’s travelled more 
than 30-35 km in a single day 
on a scooter, which is more than 
enough to come back home and 
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development takes.
When we think about the 

future, range anxiety and early 
adoption rarely figure into our 
plans, but without this level of 
real-world beta testing, progress 
is pretty hard to come by. What 
we need are enthusiasts to adopt 
new technologies, so we can be 
part of that story and decide 
its development direction. Only 
we can tell Ather that the 450X 
clearly needs 14-inch tyres with 
that much torque and power, as 
12-inchers have no business being 
here. Or that the Nexon EV would 
come with a more communicative 
steering rack. This is the 
overarching message I wish all ICE 
enthusiasts get. Because the EV is 
here, and it is here to stay. ■

charge overnight. It doesn’t need 
a fast-charge network, and not 
having the additional hardware and 
saving on cost is fine with me. For 
emergencies, there is also a portable 
charger which only needs a 15 Amp 
power socket. It doesn’t look good, 
but it will get you home in a pinch.

I think the Nexon EV and the 
450X are both fantastic products on 
the cusp of a revolution. Sure, they 
both have some teething problems, 
but as a whole, they’re both fast, 
exciting and feel like the future. 
What they really need, though, is 
more adoption from enthusiasts. 
Ather seems like the company that 
will listen to its customers, but 
if all those customers are merely 
tech enthusiasts, then they are 
going to define the direction that 

Familiar faces hide the electronic wizardry that lurks within. Don’t be fooled, though these vehicles pack quite a punch 
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SPECIAL FEATURE | HYUNDAI i20 iMT 

Heading out in search of nostalgia in the new Hyundai i20 iMT
SUMMER BLISS
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About 110 km from Delhi, not 
too far from our destination, an 
intense sandstorm covered the 
single-lane country road. The 

view was mesmerising, and the vast arid 
landscape around us looked mystical. It 
was as if the whole region was covered 
in gold dust, shimmering under a sun 
that seemed to be turning up its fury. We 
decided to pause for a bit and take in this 
moment, parking under a lone banyan tree 
close to a hand pump that had seen better 
days. If you have spent time in Rajasthan 
during summers, you will know exactly what 
we are talking about. There is a certain 
otherworldly charm to this region, especially 
in the summer. We used to come here 
every single summer, as soon as the school 
term ended, and now, we’re heading back 
to relive all our memories. Our companion 
on this trip was the all-new Hyundai i20 
with an iMT gearbox that complements the 
rather fun Turbo GDI unit.

Interestingly, among all the options 
we had for this trip, it was the i20 that we 
unanimously chose for the drive. Regular 
readers might notice that this i20 is the 
same one we took on our epic Great India 
Drive a few months ago. While there were 
plenty of incredible things we went on to 
do with it, it was the brilliant iMT gearbox 
that stood out for us as the single most The i20's interior leaves nothing to be desired. It is definitely the best in its class

impressive thing about the car. In fact, we 
feel that Hyundai’s iMT might just be among 
one of the most significant automotive 
innovations of recent times. So it was a 
no-brainer that this lovely Fiery Red i20 was 
with us under this banyan tree in Rajasthan, 
in a place whose name the lovely Google 
Maps assistant could never dream of 
pronouncing correctly.

We were heading to Dadhikar Fort, 
close to Alwar, a place that traces its 

history back over a thousand years, but 
it is also drenched in modern luxury. Built 
on the ancient ruins from a different era, 
this property is a modern reinterpretation 
of those times with modern needs and 
amenities completely accounted for. This 
is something that also mirrors what the 
iMT is in the world of manual gearboxes. 
The manuals we all love are essentially 
ancient tech and only an effective rethought 
can extend their life. After driving this iMT 
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It was the i20 iMT 
that we unanimously 
chose for the drive
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find a spot away from the crowds and made 
use of our i20’s massive trunk as a picnic 
table for lunch at the shore. With our feet 
in the water, sumptuous kachoris to eat 
and buttermilk to drink, it was the perfect 
afternoon away from the hustle, bustle, and 
mosquitoes of Delhi.

After spending a few hours lazing by 
the lake, we decided to head out and 
explore more of the region. Our i20 was 
the perfect partner because in the land of 
few petrol stations, it was returning great 
fuel efficiency. For most of this journey, we 
had been driving around on country roads, 
and some of them definitely weren’t meant 
for a hatchback, but the i20 tackled them 
all without a worry. The suspension is just 
perfectly tuned for our kind of roads and the 
seats offer comfort for long hauls, even on 
not-so-great roads.

Whenever the roads allowed, the 
GDI turbo-petrol engine showed off its 
performance, and it was surprising to see 
just how easily and smoothly the i20 got up 

to speeds that we can’t mention here. You 
have to be vigilant, because the car is just 
that smooth, even after hours of abuse 
over unkind roads. While we were enjoying 
the engine, the iMT was something that 
continued to make us smile. This is a real 
deal, not just a gimmicky feature to boast 
about in brochures. Thanks to the i20, we 
were able to retrace some of our childhood 
vacations. Living in the past isn’t great, but 
visiting it once in a while isn’t all that bad!

Do yourself a favour, go give this iMT 
gearbox a test drive if you haven’t done so 
already. It is available in the i20 as well as 
in the Venue. If you are like us and you still 
want to enjoy the manual transmissions, 
you will definitely appreciate Hyundai for 
what they have achieved with the iMT. 
We wonder why no one else thought of it 
before. Looking back, we can tell you that 
the moments we spent under that banyan 
tree were where we found our summer 
bliss, and everything after that was just 
icing on the cake.

across the Himalayas and now through the 
arid plains, we have enough proof that this 
idea works, and it works rather well. 

At that moment we were just under 40 
km away from the fort. We reached our 
destination shortly after and were greeted 
by a majestic view of the fort, sitting atop 
a small hill with a much larger mountain in 
its background. The winds blew strong and 
the sun had waved goodbye for the day. 
We spent the rest of the evening touring 
the beautiful fort and after a rather heavy 
dinner, it was time to sleep.

The next morning, we decided to 
explore the surrounding region. The fort is 
a small drive away from the Sariska Tiger 
reserve. As tempting as it was to head 
to the reserve, the thought of becoming 
breakfast for tigers crossed our minds, and 
we chose to drive through the country roads 
just outside the buffer zone instead. Not too 
long after that, we were at the banks of the 
Siliserh Lake, a grand water body bordered 
by the Aravallis all round. We managed to 

Whenever the roads allowed, 
the GDI turbo-petrol engine 
showed off its performance
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ISSUE SPECIAL
H E R O  M O T O C O R P  I M P U L S E 
V S  M A R U T I  S U Z U K I  GY P S Y 

Two machines that might get old, 
but won’t be forgotten

FOREVER FUN
By Janak Sorap  Photographs Kaizad Adil Darukhanawala
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When was the last time you 
spotted one of these machines? 
In the case of the Maruti Suzuki 
Gypsy, only if you live in a locality 
that is associated with the armed 
forces will you come across one 
often; otherwise, it is more like a 
unicorn sighting. And the Hero 
Impulse is like Halley’s Comet, 
which requires the alignment of the 
cosmos to spot. Okay, I probably 
went a bit overboard with that one, 
but you get the drift, right? The 
reason why these two machines are 
here together is not only because of 
their rarity but also because of the 
common things they share. It’s a 

story of ageing but never forgotten 
machines that hold a special  
place in the heart of every 
automotive enthusiast. 

The Gypsy’s origins can be traced 
back to the Suzuki Jimny that 
was sold in Japan as a kei car or 
Japanese city car. The one that India 
received was the long-wheelbase 
version which, apart from making 
its way to our shores, was sold in 
most export markets. Wikipedia 
enlightened me that the Gypsy is 
known by 11 other names across 
the globe, how cool is that? The first 
series of Gypsys sold here featured 
a 1.0-litre carburetted motor paired 

to a 4-speed tranny with selectable 
4WD, drum brakes all around and 
no power-assisted steering. 

It was a bare-bones off-roader 
that could go almost anywhere off 
the tarmac. While Maruti initially 
offered it only with a soft top, owing 
to the popularity the bolt-on hardtop 
was gaining, the same was later 
introduced by the company. A few 
years down the road, after winning 
accolades in rallies, autocross events 
and becoming a trusted vehicle of 
the armed forces, Maruti introduced 
an updated version, christened the 
Gypsy King. The King, featuring 
a 1.3-litre fuel-injected mill, is 
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... the Gypsy is known by 
11 other names across the 
globe, how cool is that?

Designs like these age gracefully over the years One can literally live out of the back of this boot

No fancy cabin over here. It’s simple yet functional and that’s everything that you’ll ever need

considered to be the best version to 
own, just like the one here.

As for the Impulse, it was the 
first new motorcycle to roll off the 
assembly line after Hero ended its 
26-year-long Indian partnership 
with Honda. The Impulse was a 
softcore dual-purpose bike that 
drew inspiration as well as its 
underpinnings from the Honda NXR 
150 Bros which was sold in Brazil. 
The motorcycle was different from 
everything else on sale in the market 
back then. With elements like long-
travel suspension, high ground 
clearance, minimal body work, 
an upswept exhaust and a wide 
handlebar, the Impulse gave the 
impression of being an off-road bike. 

Sadly, the concept of off-roading 
was almost non-existent for the 
Indian masses, which led to Hero 
pulling the plug on the motorcycle. 
For the time that the Impulse was 
manufactured, the engineers at 
Hero were said to be working on its 
successor with improvements in  
the design. But the limitation of 
being able to make any changes  
and low sales numbers sealed the 
fate of India’s first modern dual-
purpose motorcycle.
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lightweight construction coupled 
with the selectable 4X4 gearbox with 
low ratios, conquered most of the 
terrain without breaking a sweat.  
Its utilitarian nature consisting of 
leaf-springs, metal bumpers, non-
power-assisted steering coupled 
with a simple yet timeless design, 
remains undefeatable. 

Vinit has owned this Gypsy since 
it rolled out of the showroom and 
has been using it as his daily driver, 
with its odometer already past one 
lakh kilometres. Yes, that is quite 
an achievement in itself that left me 
somewhat jealous. His Gypsy was 
originally a soft top, but he had it 
converted into a hardtop after his 

Now, that’s enough time spent 
in the history books. For those who 
still want to know more, there are 
ample archives on the internet for 
the Gypsy, but not so much for 
the Impulse. Moving on, both the 
car and the bike here come from 
different timelines; the hardtop 
Gypsy belongs to Vinit Malik, an 
engineer by profession, while the 
Impulse is my own.

Both the Gypsy and the Impulse 
are popular not because of 
staggering performance figures that 
will make your eyes water, but due 
to what they could do more easily 
than other vehicles. The Gypsy, 
with its body-on-frame chassis and 

camera was stolen from it. The  
only other modification carried 
out is the installation of air-
conditioning, which I must say 
works like a charm.

On that note, given my limited 
experience behind the wheel of 
a Gypsy, the time I got to spend 
driving this one was memorable. 
The first thing I noticed is the bare 
simplicity of the cabin, and the 
second was the presence of two 
gear levers reminding you how 
cool this car is. Not much was 
offered back then and not much 
was needed, either. The view of 
the road ahead through the flat 
windshield is captivating, with 
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the hood always in sight. Despite 
the high mileage of this Gypsy, it 
shows no sign of ageing or loss of 
power. It responded eagerly every 
time I dumped the clutch and 
stomped on the gas pedal. The ride 
quality is nowhere close to modern 
standards, but it’s not bad either. It 
is a bumpy ride, but it is a part of 
the Gypsy experience.

Weirdly, it is the same kind of 
feeling with the Impulse. Once 
astride, you are seated higher than 
other motorcyclists around you. 
Besides a button starter for the 
motor and a small digital display 
embedded in the instrument 
console, the Impulse is simple. 

Basic controls, nothing fancy to 
brag about. The motor is even 
fuelled by a carburetor, to keep 
matters undecorated. The magic 
of the Impulse comes from its 
lightweight chassis, 21-inch front 
and 19-inch rear spoked wheel 
setup and long-travel suspension. 
Oh and, I almost forgot the dual-
purpose tyres. 

Together, these allow the Impulse 
to scale inclines and challenging 
terrain like a mountain goat. Yes, it 
does lack power, which has always 
been its bane, but if used tactfully, 
one can achieve a lot. Whether on 
or off the tarmac, the suspension is 
soft and wafty as it absorbs almost 

all kinds of undulations, leaving you 
with a plush ride.

Summing up the time spent 
riding and driving these machines, 
they are filled to the brim with a 
sense of excitement and character 
that doesn’t fizzle out easily. The 
Gypsy and the Impulse seem like 
siblings that share the same vibe 
but never got to interact with each 
other, and given the times, probably 
never will. They share the same code 
of simplicity and fun, and make all 
the more sense to own given the 
environment and conditions we 
drive/ride our modern-day vehicles 
in. Come to think of it, I think I need 
to get myself a Gypsy now. Damn! ■
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ISSUE SPECIAL
T V S  A PA C H E  R R  3 1 0  V S 
H Y U N D A I  G R A N D  i 1 0  N I O S  T U R B O

It’s time to settle this whole Car Vs Bike 
rivalry once and for all. But did we really?
By Janak Sorap and Aditya Upadhyaula  Photographs Kaizad Adil Darukhanawala
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Many peaceful nights have been 
ruined by our incessant bickering 
about how cars are better than 
bikes or vice versa. It gets so bad 
that we annually dedicate an entire 
issue to this topic, hoping to come 
to a conclusion. Happily, so far it 
hasn’t worked. In this particular 
case, we decided to see which of 
these vehicles can get you the most 
pleasure on a budget — the Hyundai 
Grand i10 Nios Turbo or the TVS 
Apache RR 310. We tried comparing 
spec sheets like trump cards, but 
that didn’t get us very far, so, of 

course, we did the only reasonable 
thing we could — find a twisty road 
and see which one bests the other.
Janak Sorap: To be honest, I don’t 
know why we’re doing this. You 
don’t even stand a chance because 
bikes are better than cars. The 
first thing that hits you when you 
ride motorcycles is the feeling of 
liberation. It doesn’t matter where 
you are or what you are doing 
because the moment you thumb 
the starter, you leave all your 
concerns behind. Fun starts right 
there. Nothing comes close to that 

feeling on two wheels. Certainly not 
four wheels.
Aditya Upadhyaula: Sure, 
liberation and freedom are great, 
but what do you do when you have 
to go back to your regular life after 
all that fun? I’ll admit all but the 
most hardcore cars start with a 
compromise, but in my mind there’s 
nothing wrong with that. In that 
sense, the Grand i10 Nios Turbo is 
a car that strikes a very fine balance 
between being a family car and a 
hooligan. I doubt your bike can beat 
it in this department.
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JS: I’ll give it to you for the family 
car part, but for the latter, I think 
you might just be underestimating 
your competition. The Apache RR 
310 is a supersport from TVS that 
was developed in collaboration with 
BMW Motorrad. The razor-sharp 
lines that form the motorcycle’s 
fairing not only look fantastic, 
they’ve been designed to slice 
through the air and also to 
effectively channel heat away from 
the rider. Yes, the riding triangle is 
more on the committed side, but 
that is a good trade off for all the fun 
that can be had with this machine.
AU: The RR 310 may look like a 
supersport, but the Nios Turbo gives 
you all the joy of a performance 
car while still looking like a regular 
family hatchback. It unleashes 
100 bhp from its 1.0-litre three-
cylinder turbo-petrol unit, which 
may not sound like a lot, but you’re 
forgetting just how light the car is. 
With a slick-shifting 5-speed manual 
transmission, the Nios can hustle. 
As with most turbocharged engines, 

response is lacking down low in the 
rev range, but as soon as you’re past 
2000 rpm, you get a surge of torque 
that you can ride all the way to the 
redline. If you’re not careful with 
your right foot, it will even squeal 
the front tyres. I’d like to see you 
try to keep up with this on an open 
stretch of road.
JS: TVS is one of the few 
manufacturers out there that 
conducts a one-make championship 
with its motorcycles, with the RR 
Cup being the newest addition to 
that repertoire. The Apache RR 310 
is a result of the brand’s learnings at 
the track that have been distilled for 
street use. And by learning, it has a 
good 35 years of excellence in racing 
under its belt. Say, does the Nios 
Turbo come with driving modes? 
The RR 310 comes with three. 
With a kerb weight of 174 kg and a 
high-revving 312cc motor that belts 
out 33 bhp, we are talking about 
a seriously good power-to-weight 
ratio here. Top speed is merely your 
consolation prize, because you don’t 

Reverse-inclined cylinder aids in mass centralisation

1.0-litre turbocharged motor packs a powerful punch
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stand a chance in acceleration. From 
the moment you dump that clutch, 
in Sport mode, the RR 310 can 
catapult from 0-60 kph in under 3 
seconds and it keeps pulling beyond 
that. The surge of speed is frantic 
and urgent in nature. Off the line, 
while the Nios is turning those front 
wheels into smoke, the RR 310 will 
be long gone!
AU: Okay, maybe power-to-weight 
works to your advantage, but I’ve got 
four large, sticky patches of rubber 
in contact with the tarmac. I’m sure 
I can both out-brake and out-corner 
you. Sure, the Nios Turbo doesn’t 
have the most planted suspension, 
but that’s what makes it a proper 
riot in corners. If there’s one thing 

about this car I would change, 
however, it would be its steering 
feel. It’s not the best at telling you 
what the front wheels are up to. 
Regardless, the Nios Turbo still 
handles better than other cars in its 
class. Turn-in is sharp and mid-
corner adjustments can be made 
with only the throttle. Running a 
little wide into the corner? Just 
back off the throttle a little and the 
car slots right into the racing line. 
Believe me, you’ll be looking at my 
tail-lights as I streak away from you 
in the twisties.
JS: You do have the advantage of 
two extra contact patches, but I can 
very much lean into corners. The 
sticky Michelin Road 5 tyres along 

Different in all aspects apart from sharing a common emotion

The Grand i10 Nios Turbo is a car that 
strikes a very fine balance between 
being a family car and a hooligan
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These machines mean nothing but unadulterated fun and how!Both are power-packed examples aimed at the enthusiast

The RR 310 sticks to the 
intended line like glue, inspiring 
confidence to carry more speed
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with the premium suspension bits 
keep the RR 310 on the intended 
line like glue, inspiring confidence 
to carry more speed as I attack that 
apex. The engine is a reverse-head 
configuration that keeps the overall 
mass centralised, which is why the 
RR 310 is a natural at tipping into 
bends and filtering through traffic. I 
would elaborate on that last bit, but 
you’ll have to catch me first.
AU: And what about creature 
comforts? The Nios keeps me 
shielded from the elements and 
it does so in style, too. When I’m 
not enjoying the soundtrack of its 
turbocharged engine, I’ve got a 
fully-featured music system with the 
latest connectivity options as well. 

Oh, and I don’t have to choose which 
of my friends I can take with me!
JS: Okay, I’ll let you have this one. 
Creature comforts are a factor when 
it comes to cars, but it’s mainly the 
air-con that matters, and I have got 
to agree it’s dearly missed when it’s 
baking hot outside. But we have 
a solution for that as well; a good 
twist of the right wrist and the wind 
passing through your riding gear 
whisks away all that sweat and 
fatigue in no time.
AU: Okay, before we devolve into 
bickering again, let me tell you 
that the Grand i10 Nios Turbo is 
the most fun you can have on four 
wheels for under Rs 10 lakh. I’ll 
guarantee, anyone who drives it 

will come back with a smile on their 
face. If the Apache RR 310 is as fun 
as you claim it is, maybe there’s 
room for both of them in a discerning 
enthusiast’s garage?
JS: Not that I am any closer to 
considering that cars are better than 
bikes, but the two machines here, 
they strike a different chord, not 
against each other, but for their own 
kinds. They are machines that appeal 
to those who are passionate about 
driving and riding. They are also sort 
of underrated for what they are, and 
that’s a plus in my books, too. If I 
had to choose a car and a bike to 
live in my garage, the Grand i10 Nios 
Turbo and the Apache RR 310 would 
undoubtedly be my picks. ■
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ISSUE SPECIAL
B M W  R 1 8  V S
M E R C E D E S - B E N Z  G L S

Two of Germany’s finest and heaviest, but not 
in the usual context. It’s Car Vs Bike, after all

MASS 
MOVEMENTS
By Kartik Ware  Photographs Kaizad Adil Darukhanawala
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But you’re less likely to find BMW 
Motorrad poking the three-pointed 
star in the eye, except perhaps in 
the Car Vs Bike stories we do; last 
year it was the R 1250 GS against 
the G-Class in a contest of who could 
kick the most dust in the other’s face. 
And if this unlikely rivalry is on its 
way to become a tradition, I’m not one 
to stop it. 

BMW’s two-wheeled division 
rumbled to life in 1923 with the 
R32, though it was Mercedes-Benz’s 

forerunners, Gottlieb Daimler and 
Wilhelm Maybach, who invented 
the motorcycle in 1885. What’s 
more, the third founding father of 
Mercedes-Benz invented the boxer 
motor layout in 1897, and it was 
then called the ‘contra engine’. 
That’s quite a hefty inspiration that 
BMW Motorrad owes its star-grilled 
compatriot, and you might think 
there was nothing left for the former 
to do but come up with the famous 
white pinstripes on the R32. But 

If the combined momentum in 
this image were to escape the page, 
it’d drag you straight to Germany. 
And you wouldn’t complain, would 
you? After all, these are two of the 
finest pieces of German engineering 
supremacy. Actually, referring 
to these two- and four-wheeled 
mammoths as ‘pieces’ immediately 
feels rather inadequate. BMW and 
Mercedes-Benz are traditional and 
respectful rivals, almost what recent 
vocabulary would call ‘frenemies’. 
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there’s way more to it than that. To 
begin with, most importantly, BMW 
made motorcycles and does so to 
this day. Mercedes-Benz invented 
the motorcycle and never looked at 
it again.  

Instead, M-B went for fast and 
luxurious automobiles, and pretty 
much became synonymous with that 
concept. One of the latest outcomes 
of that quest is the GLS 450 
4MATIC, M-B’s flagship SUV that’s 
packed with superlatives from wheel 
to roof. The R18, here in its First 
Edition garb, is BMW Motorrad’s 
345-kg projectile aimed first at 
Harley-Davidsons and the American 
cruiser market, and then to anyone 
else who wants a huge-bore cruiser 
made with beautiful Teutonic 

quality. I do hope they keep their 
feet firmly planted on the ground 
after swinging a leg over it, though.  

You see, more than a few times 
after I thumbed the starter button, 
the R18’s violent roaring-to-life 
torque sway nearly threw me off the 
bike. And somehow, the bike always 
seemed to be aware of which foot 
was on the ’peg and rocked harder 
in that direction. Nonetheless, it 
was easy to forgive the R18 when it 
eventually rolled along at 100 kph 
at 2250 rpm, a near-perfect blend of 
wind and industrial harmony. The 
latter is indeed what it feels like all 
the time in Roll, one of three riding 
modes. I didn’t really engage Rain 
except to try it once and it suitably 
dampened proceedings by cutting 

power and smothering the throttle 
response. However, what shocked 
was Rock. 

In that mode, the R18’s saint-
like composure turned into a 
chest-beating silverback gorilla on 
a rampage. The throttle became 
tighter, the handlebar suddenly 
displayed an urgent need to get away 
from your arms, and the massive 
exhaust pipes raged hardest. Even if 
welcome for short bursts, and even 
if the R18 was happy to be ridden 
with aggressive abandon, I imagine 
the R 18’s chrome didn’t reflect 
the passing scenery best in Rock. 
Roll was where it was at, where the 
ridiculously smooth R18 felt like 
the most peaceful motorcycle in the 
world. And there’s a lot to be said 
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BMW made motorcycles and 
does so to this day. Mercedes-
Benz invented the motorcycle 
and never looked at it again

The bike’s period design offsets the SUV’s modern shapes Is it possible for chrome to look so German?

GLS cabin’s design, features and super-luxurious appointments would make Captain Kirk envious

The R18 is old made new in the best of ways 
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and two-feet low motorcycle doesn’t 
offer much in terms of cornering 
clearance, especially with those 
giant cylinders sticking out more in 
your mind than they do in reality. 
Of course, the way the GLS puts 
down its 367 bhp is nothing like 
the 90 bhp going down the R18’s 
rear wheel; the GLS is a cruise ship 
compared to the R18’s yacht-like 
bearing. And yes, it’s only right that 
boat… sorry, both should evoke 
watercraft. Why not, since both 
promise to not let land bother you?

about that. In case anyone around 
you gets any ideas, you can always 
switch to Rock and leave them in 
your booming wake. Oh, and by the 
way, Rock and Roll are easily the 
coolest names for riding modes ever.    

Rock and roll is what I expected 
the GLS to do in corners, too, but 
I was wrong. Instead, the giant 
Merc traced elegant lines through 
tight and fast bends that triggered 
immediate salutes to M-B’s 
engineers. Likewise for the R18 and 
its makers, even if an eight-feet long 

Engineering mastery is the 
reason why the R18 and the GLS 
iron out everything on the move, 
including their own hulking hefts. 
The GLS, of course, with its dual-
screen dashboard among other 
things, relies more on technology 
than the spoke-wheeled, single-
meter R18. But these are two 
different thought processes 
that employ similar means of 
production. The R18’s engineering 
isn’t in its style — it’s in the beauty 
of that drive-shaft coupling, and 

And yet, I can’t help but wonder, 
if Mercedes-Benz made a 
motorcycle, what would it be like?  
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in the fact that despite being such 
a low motorcycle, it did not grind 
its underside on any of the myriad 
speed breakers it came across. 
The GLS’s engineering is in the 
way it almost turns into a sensory 
deprivation chamber, but in the best 
of ways. 

And if you must know, thanks to 
its 3.0-litre inline-six, the GLS will 
hit 246 kph after a 6.2-second run 
to 100 kph, while the R18 is good for 
a 4.8-second run to the tonne and a 
top speed of over 180 kph. Not that 

anyone will be doing these things 
anyway; after all, these days it’s less 
about acceleration and more about 
accessories. And both offer plenty in 
that respect, too, with starting prices 
of ` 1.04 crore and ` 22.55 lakh for 
the GLS and R18 respectively. Of 
course, the Merc offers way more 
than the BMW can, not least of 
which is the promise of cooled shins 
rather than fried ones.   

Nonetheless, if I were to pick one, 
it’d be a stubborn stand with the 
R18, in the complete knowledge that 

I have Mercedes-Benz to thank for 
motorcycles, and also that I’d be 
missing out on the reality-warping 
luxury of the GLS. I suppose that’s 
what happens after casting one’s lot 
with motorcycles. Which, of course, 
BMW Motorrad did, once upon a 
time in a land far away. And yet, I 
can’t help but wonder, if Mercedes-
Benz made a motorcycle, what 
would it be like? It’s impossible to 
be certain, of course, but I have a 
feeling it’d be damn near close to 
the R18. ■
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EXPERIENCE
H O N D A  D R I V E  T O  D I S C O V E R

What better way to experience Honda’s entire 
lineup than to take a trip through coffee country?

COFFEE RUN
By Aditya Upadhyaula  Photographs Kaizad Adil Darukhanawala
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Are you a morning person? You 
either answered with a resounding 
yes or you got annoyed with that 
question. Now, now, getting mad at 
me won’t help anything. There is 
one thing that could fix your mood, 
however — coffee! Personally, I’m 
not a morning person, but I’m also 
not a huge fan of coffee; I prefer 
organic early-morning grumpiness, 
but I digress. Roughly 70 per cent of 
coffee produced in India comes from 
Karnataka and on the latest edition 
of Honda’s Drive To Discover, we 
explored the region before finally 
making our way to Goa. 

 HEADING OUT 
Day 1:  Bengaluru—Chikmagalur
Distance: 286 km

If you haven’t been to Bengaluru 
recently, it’s famous for two 
things — its booming IT sector and 
traffic. Luckily for us, the road to 
Chikmagalur took us right through 
the heart of the city during evening 
rush hour. Before we set off, I was 
handed the keys to a diesel-powered 

Honda Amaze with a CVT. I have to 
admit, I was a little disappointed it 
wasn’t a manual at first, but one 
stint through Bengaluru’s traffic 
was enough to make me a convert. 
I’m still not a fan of the rubber-
band effect of CVTs, but there’s no 
denying the convenience they offer. 
Though the CVT-equipped Amaze 
is down on power compared to the 
manual-transmission version, it still 
managed to keep up with the rest of 

the convoy just fine.
There were moments when I had 

to plan my overtakes in advance, but 
barring that, it was smooth sailing 
once we were out of the city. We made 
a relatively late start and before we 
reached our destination, the sun 
started to dip below the horizon. 
Night driving through unfamiliar 
territory is something I usually avoid, 
but it wasn’t so bad this time. The 
roads were good and the Amaze’s 
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headlights were plenty powerful to 
illuminate the path ahead. There 
were a few moments when it seemed 
like we were lost, with no knowledge 
of the local language, but it was one 
of those times when offline maps 
came in very handy. Our destination 
was atop a hill on the outskirts of 
Chikmagalur, giving us a stunning 
view of the entirety of the Western 
Ghats mountain range. There were 
a few early-morning tours to nearby 
coffee plantations, but as I said, I’m 
not a morning person, so I stayed in 
bed instead.

 IT’S ALL DOWNHILL FROM HERE 
Day 2: Chikmangalur—
Mangalore—Kundapura
Distance: 264 km

We had to double back through 
Chikmagalur to find our way 
towards Mangalore. Now, there is 
a quicker way to get to Kundapura 
directly, but the way to Mangalore 
through the Western Ghats features 
numerous downhill sweeping 
corners and switchbacks that were 
ripe for enjoyment. I managed to 
snag the keys to a brand-new Honda 
City for this leg and I couldn’t be 

Even as the roads deteriorated 
towards Mangalore, my smile 
remained intact

happier. Its high-revving engine and 
slick manual gearbox are a joy to 
work, and when I wasn’t driving, 
the City’s plush leather seats were 
perfect for a short lie-down.

I repeated the same routine at 
every corner. Slow down for the 
turn, downshift, blip the throttle 
and forget everything else as I 
admired the 1.5-litre engine’s ability 
to pick up revs so quickly. Forgive 
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my short rant, but modern engines 
with their emissions tech just don’t 
rev freely anymore. Electronics take 
over to determine just how much 
throttle you really need, but in 
the City, it all feels so refreshingly 
analogue. Even as the roads 
deteriorated towards Mangalore, my 
smile remained intact because the 
City took it all in stride. More traffic 
just meant more opportunities to 
work the gearbox. Before long, the 
mountains parted and we came face 
to face with the sea. From here, 
it was a series of coastal towns 
until we hit our destination in 
Kundapura, past Udupi.

With the diesel Amaze, fuel breaks were Infrequent

The Jazz requires you to sit back and relax

We did take the scenic 
route, though, so I just 
slowed down
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undivided highway trying to make 
good time, the transmission trips 
over itself trying to put you in the 
correct gear ratio. We did take 
the scenic route, though, so I just 
slowed down and enjoyed the drive. 
It was my first proper media drive 
after the lockdown, after all.

After three days of driving, we 
were finally at our destination in 
Goa. To Honda’s credit, the 10th 
edition of Drive To Discover was 
a massive success. This whole 
event was managed superbly, with 
COVID testing for every participant, 
safety checks at all stops, and all 
the waypoints carefully chosen to 
ensure peace of mind. Anyway, now 
that I’m in Goa, it’s time to hit the 
beach for some much needed rest 
and relaxation. Not early in the 
morning, of course. ■

 HUGGING THE COAST 
Day 3: Kundapura—Karwar—Goa
Distance: 243 km

The third and final leg of this 
journey took us from Kundapura 
into India’s favourite tourist 
destination, Goa. On our final day, 
I also got to experience the petrol 

CVT Honda Jazz. After driving the 
torquey Amaze diesel and peppy City 
petrol, the Jazz felt like a bit of a 
let-down. It’s 1.2-litre petrol engine 
makes 88 bhp, which isn’t bad on 
paper, but paired with a CVT, it 
really tests your patience out on the 
open road. Overall performance is 
okay, but when you’re on a two-lane 
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SHOE ME IN
These MX boots from Fox Racing are very impressive!

KITBAG
B AG G I N ’  I T

In a world where many motorcyclists are migrating 
to riding adventure motorcycles, having the right kind 
of gear to go with it is crucial. When you are away 
from civilisation, off the grid, encountering unknown 
obstacles and exposed to the elements, it is natural 
that you need to consider the best-suited gear that’ll 
keep you protected from any injuries, right? Well, 
one such piece of kit that riders unknowingly tend to 
overlook is boots.

Adventure-touring boots are designed for 80 per 
cent tarmac and 20 per cent dirt and gravel. That 
puts you in the danger zone if you were to get all 
technical on a trail or have a nasty fall when trying to 
go sideways. If you’d ask us, the best way to safeguard 
yourself in situations like these is by opting for MX 
boots like the ones here by Fox Racing that we have 
been using for a while now.

Our impressions? Yes, they are stiff, feel heavy, 
and require considerable time to break in. But that’s 
because of the environment they come from which 
involves a lot of impacts with multiple opportunities 
to injure yourself. These Comp boots from Fox Racing 
are entry-level MX boots that strike a balance between 
stiffness and comfort. Derived from the flagship 
Instinct range, the Comp boot emphasises overall fit, 
protection, coverage and rider control.

For the fit, the boot features an internal lace system 
which, when pulled and tightened, prevents the ankle 
from lifting off the heel and ensures a snug fit. For 
protection, it comes with full TPU plating for the shin 
bone, calf guard, heel cap, and toe box. The durable 
rubber burn and medial guards offer a large surface 
area to grip and feel the bike. Next are the two upper 
adjustable ActiveLock silicone straps that provide the 
correct level of support, flexibility, and are a piece of 
cake to hook even when covered in muck. 

 The Fox Racing Comp boots are not the most 
comfortable ones on the first few rides, but given 
sufficient time and having figured out how to brake 
and shift gears, they assure you that your feet are 
being looked after well. All of that for ` 16,000 with 
three colour options to choose from is a sweet deal 
that doesn’t get any better. If you are convinced 
enough to get yourself a pair of these entry-level MX 
boots, reach out to Speed Merchant in Worli, Mumbai, 
and they’ll be happy to help you out.  ■
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THE GRAPEVINE

Lately, the adventure-tour-
ing segment has been in 
the limelight for all the 
right reasons. The seg-
ment is slowly crowding 
up and Honda has pitched 
yet another entry in it 
with the CB500X. Powered 
by a liquid-cooled paral-
lel-twin 471cc engine that 
produces 47 bhp at 8500 
rpm and 4.40 kgm at 6500 
rpm, and mated to a slip-
per-clutch-assisted 6-speed 
gearbox, the CB500X prom-
ises to be a fun bike. The 

Launched at an introduc-
tory price of ` 14.99 lakh, 
ex-showroom, the 2021 BS6 
Kawasaki Ninja ZX-10R is 
one fascinating litre-class 
motorcycle. The aggressive 
design draws its inspiration 
from Kawasaki’s flagship 
hyperbike, the H2. Wing-
lets built into the upper 
cowl along with the new tail 
cowl, a revised handlebar 
and footpegs contribute to 
approximately 17 per cent 
more downforce. You can 
choose from two liver-
ies featuring Kawasaki’s 
River Mark decal to compli-
ment Team Green’s sixth 

Following its global unveil-
ing, the BMW M 1000 RR 
has arrived in India via the 
CBU route. And it’s not 
alone — it’s accompanied 
by a Competition variant as 
well. If you aren’t fazed by 
the BMW S 1000 RR, these 
should pique your inter-
est because they are the 
M-performance variants of 
the same motorcycle. The 
999cc four-cylinder engine 
now produces 209 bhp 
and is now more respon-
sive between 6000-15,000 
rpm than before. It can 
dash from 0-100 kph in 
3.1 seconds and achieve a 
top speed of 306 kph. The 
motorcycles sport a pair of 

BABY TWIN

THOUSAND PROMISES

M HERE

CB500X can be classified 
as a soft-roader more than 
an off-roader, but with a 
199-kg kerb weight, it is 
a manageable motorcy-
cle that offers 181 mm 
of ground clearance and 
an 830-mm seat height. 
Packed with features 
like all-LED lighting, an 
LCD display and Honda’s 
ignition security system 
(H.I.S.S.), Honda has 
priced the CB500X  
at ` 6.87 lakh, ex-show-
room, Gurugram.

consecutive WSBK title win. 
The 998cc unit registers an 
exorbitant 200 bhp, and 
210 bhp with its ram-air 
system. It gets an updated 
exhaust and a new oil-cooler 
designed with feedback from 
Kawasaki’s racing depart-
ment. Tech-wise, it features 
a 4.3-inch TFT instrument 
screen to help choose be-
tween three preset riding 
modes and a manual mode 
for the rider to customise 
the traction-control intru-
sion and power delivery as 
required. Time to empty that 
bank account and grab this 
green monster, then.

carbon-fibre winglets for 
more downforce, while the 
use of lightweight materi-
als keeps weight in check. 
The titanium exhaust 
alone shaves 3.7 kg and 
then there is the carbon-fi-
bre bodywork on top of 
that. The braking setup 
is borrowed from BMW’s 
WSBK bike, while the 
Competition gets an addi-
tional M GPS-lap trigger, 
passenger kit, pillion seat 
cover, a Carbon Pack and 
an M Billet Pack. As for the 
money, the M 1000 RR is 
priced at ` 42 lakh, while 
the Competition comes 
with a sticker tag of  
` 45 lakh. Phew. 
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Royal Enfield has launched five new 
colour options each for the Intercep-
tor 650 and the Continental GT 650. 
The former gets two new single-tone 
colour schemes that include Can-
yon Red and Ventura Blue, and two 
attractive dual-tone custom liveries, 
Downtown Drag and Sunset Strip. 
The fifth is an updated version of the 
chrome variant simply called Chrome 
Mark 2. RE has also retained two col-
our options from the previous models 
which are Orange Crush and Bak-
er Express. As for the Continental 

Honda’s latest modern classic 
motorcycle, the H’ness CB350, 
has faced a small hiccup. The 
company issued a voluntary 
recall owing to an issue related 
to its transmission. The mate-
rial grade used in the coun-
tershaft of the fourth gear has 
been observed to lead to defect 
upon extensive running. While 
no cases of failures have been 
observed, the company has 
chosen to recall the affected 
bikes and have the concerned 
part replaced through its 
dealership network. Honda 
will carry out the replacement 
of the part free of cost to the 
customers.

If you have a thing for Ducatis, there’s 
good news in store. The Italian outfit 
has announced the launch of two new 
Scrambler motorcycles in India, the 
Scrambler Desert Sled and the Scram-
bler Nightshift. Both motorcycles are 
powered by the 803cc L-twin two-valve 
engine, now with BS6 compliance. The 
motor registers 73 bhp and 6.75 kgm, 
and is paired to a 6-speed gearbox. The 
Scrambler Nightshift carries a café-rac-
er theme that includes a flat seat, flat 
handlebar, Pirelli MT60 tyres, a side 
number-plate mount, and is draped in 
an exclusive Aviator Grey paint scheme. 
The Scrambler Desert Sled, on the 
other hand, is quite a different motor-
cycle featuring taller fenders, longer 
suspension travel, Pirelli Scorpion Rally 
STR tyres on spoked rims painted gold, 
a black frame, and a catchy Sparkling 
Blue colour scheme. Price-wise, the 
Ducati Scrambler Nightshift carries a 
sticker of ` 9.8 lakh, while the Scram-
bler Desert Sled is priced at ` 10.89 
lakh, ex-showroom, India.

COLOURS 
OF LOVE

H’NESS CALLING
SCRAMBLER ALERT

Wanting to stand out from the rest of the 
commuters, Bajaj Auto has launched the 
Platina 110 with single-channel ABS. The 
motorcycle retails at ` 65,926, costing just 
over ` 1600 more than the outgoing model. 
With the addition of ABS, the Platina 110 
becomes the first commuter bike in its seg-
ment to sport this safety feature. 

ADVENTURE 
READY

ABS TIME

Benelli has launched the BS6-compliant 
TRK 502X in India at an introductory price 
of ` 5.2 lakh (ex-showroom, India). While 
the motorcycle remains largely unchanged, 
it gets subtle upgrades in the form of an 
updated instrument console, new switch-
gear, handguards, and a body-coloured 
front mudguard. The TRK 502X continues 
to be the most affordable twin-cylinder ad-
venture-touring motorcycle in the country.

UPGRADED

TVS has updated the single-channel ABS 
variant of the Apache RTR 200 4V with a 
bunch of upgrades. These are the same 
offered on its dual-channel ABS sibling 
consisting of riding modes, a preload-ad-
justable fork, and adjustable clutch and 
brake levers. The price has gone up from  
` 1.25 lakh to ` 1.28 lakh which is a mere  
` 3000 more for the upgrades.  

GT 650, it gets two new dual-tone 
shades, Dux Deluxe and Ventura 
Storm, and an updated Mister Clean 
in chrome. This one, too, has two new 
single-tone colour options, British 
Racing Green and Rocker Red. The 
new paint schemes are not limited 
to just the body; the rims can now 
be had in black with mudguards to 
match the single-tone colour variants. 
The prices range from ` 2.75 lakh to 
` 2.83 lakh for the Interceptor 650 
and ` 2.91 lakh to ` 3.13 lakh for the 
Continental GT 650.
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SHORT SHIFT
HONDA CB500X

84 MOTORING WORLD | APRIL 2021



Honda’s brought the CB500X to the ADV 
party. Is it a case of too little, too late?
By Anubhav Sharma  Photographs Aniruddh Kaushal

ABLE TWIN
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rpm, trip meters, gear position, 
fuel level and fuel consumption. 
The toggle buttons look dated, but 
overall quality of switchgear is up to 
the mark.

It is not just looks that Honda is 
banking on, though. The CB500X 
is powered by a 471cc parallel-
twin liquid-cooled engine which 
puts out 47 bhp and 4.38 kgm of 
torque. If you are thinking these are 
not numbers which are impressive 
considering the engine size, or 
the competition, you are making 
the same mistake I did. Yes, on 
paper these numbers may not be 
impressive, but I suggest keeping 
the paper aside and riding the 
CB500X. The parallel-twin motor 
constantly surprises you with its 
pace, linear power delivery and a 
pleasing exhaust note. Whether at 
triple-digit speeds on the highway or 
in stop-and-go traffic, the CB500X 
is always comfortable. Refinement is 
at par with what you would expect 
from Honda and there is a calmness 
to the motor which is impressive.

The other really impressive bit 
about the CB500X is the suspension 
which takes everything thrown at 
it in its stride. Again, on paper, 

Let me start with a confession — 
I am not comfortable riding off-
road. As long as there is tarmac, 
I am happy, but the rest of terra 
firma doesn’t work well for me. 
And yet, I really like tall adventure 
motorcycles. Not being hypocritical, 
just practical. I find taller 
motorcycles easier and more fun 
to ride – you sit upright, you don’t 
need to worry about the quality of 
roads, and until recently, almost 
all of them came with big powerful 
engines, so a total win-win. The 
CB500X seems like Honda’s 
attempt to lure people like me, who 
want an adventure motorcycle but 
prefer the tarmac.

Honda has got the looks spot 
on, for an adventure motorcycle, 
which is not surprising when there 
is an Africa Twin in the family. The 
familial resemblance works well for 
the CB500X, with the new design, 
flowing panels and the protruding 
beak reminding you of the Africa 
Twin. The long-travel suspension, 
adjustable screen and chunky tires 
help confirm its off-road desires. 
There are LEDs all around and the 
negative-display LCD screen shows 
basic information like speed, engine 

The parallel-twin is a 471cc 47-bhp gem of fun

Neat and inoffensive. Where have you heard that before? 

Swapped the horn and indicator switches again, did we?

Exhaust can looks good, but it sounds even better!
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Honda has got the looks 
spot on... which is not 
surprising when there is an 
Africa Twin in the family
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HONDA CB500X
POWERTRAIN

Displacement 471cc, parallel-twin

Max power 47 bhp@8500 rpm

Max torque 4.32 kgm@6500 rpm

Transmission 6-speed 

CHASSIS

Type Steel tube frame

BRAKES

F/R 310-mm discs /240-mm disc

TYRES

F/R 110/80 R19 / 160/60 R17

DIMENSIONS

L/W/H (mm) 2156/828/1412

Wheelbase 1443 mm

Ground clearance 181 mm

Seat height 830 mm

Kerb weight 199 kg 

Fuel capacity 17.1 litres

PRICE  ` 6.87 LAKH (ex-showroom)

a conventional 41-mm fork and 
preload-adjustable monoshock 
may not seem impressive, but on 
the road it is definitely impressive. 
Stopping power on the CB500X 
comes from a 310-mm disc at the 
front and a 240-mm disc at the rear. 
These discs are drilled petal-type 
units and do their job without any 
drama. The CB500X gets dual-
channel ABS and the emergency 
stop signal (ESS) feature which 
activates front and rear hazard 
lights under sudden braking. I’m 
happy to report I didn’t get a chance 
to test these two, but I am sure both 
features work as advertised. 

At 830 mm, the seat may feel 
higher for the average Indian rider, 
but the handlebar is higher and 
closer to the rider, making it easy 
to ride with an upright position. 
The clutch is light, thanks to the 
slipper-assist function, and while 
the gear shifts are smooth, I did 
catch neutral more than a couple of 

times while downshifting to first. 
The only thing which is bothersome 
on paper, and in reality, is the price 
of the CB500X. Honda may have 
overshot the mark here with ` 6.87 
lakh, ex-showroom, which lands 
up comparing the CB500X to the 
Benelli TRK 502 and the versatile 
Kawasaki Versys 650,  
not to mention the KTM 390 
Adventure which makes about 4 
bhp less than the CB500X and 
costs less than half. 

The CB500X, for riders keen to 
start off-roading, could be all the 
motorcycle they need. City riding, 
long-distance touring and even 
some off-roading – it can handle all 
these while being surprisingly easy 
to ride. Yes, it is expensive, but 
think of it as a multi-dimensional 
touring bike which can go off-road, 
and it could change your mind. 
Remember, don’t compare specs 
on paper. Go for a ride and give the 
CB500X a chance. ■

The CB500X, for riders keen 
to start off-roading, could be 
all the motorcycle they need
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SHORT SHIFT
JAWA PER AK
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Jawa bucks the trend by rolling out this bobber
By Janak Sorap  Photographs Kaizad Adil Darukhanawala

THE NONCONFORMIST
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Let’s be honest — this bike is all 
about the looks. If I could somehow 
haul this bike up four storeys, I’d 
love to have it parked inside my 
bedroom. Yes, my folks would think 
that I have gone nuts, which I think 
they already do. I had this thought 
while I was seated in my chair 
punching keys on my laptop to write 
this story. And now, I am stuck 
with the thought of imagining this 
bobber-style motorcycle right by the 
bed. All I need is a paddock stand, 
and this Jawa will be a lovely place 
to sit and write stories from.

Coming back to reality, I strongly 
feel that the folks at Classic Legends 
hadn’t been thinking straight when 
they came up with the Perak. Having 
a long seat to fit as many passengers 
as possible is a priority, so do we 
have any scope for a bobber? I 
was even dumbstruck when I was 

casually looking up on YouTube 
for videos of the Perak andI came 
across one where the narrator’s first 
concern with the motorcycle was that 
it had only one seat! You’ve got to be 
joking, mate. It’s a bobber, and that’s 
how bobbers are supposed to be.

To clear my head of such garbage, 
I’ve always had a simple strategy. 
Ride. And it didn’t take me long to 
realise how perfect the Perak is in 
a scenario like this. First up, there 
is no place for a pillion, because I 
definitely didn’t want one. The wide 
handlebar let me flex elbows, letting 
the air pass around me and exit with 
nothing behind to stop it. It felt like 
a cleansing procedure that allowed 
me to calm my mind. Besides getting 
you from one point to another, the 
second purpose of a motorcycle is to 
disconnect you from everything  
and let you enjoy that feeling of 

Some of the few shiny chrome bits on the Perak 334cc mill is capable of achieving a top speed of 140 kph Have you ever seen a better seat on an Indian bike?!

It felt like a cleansing 
procedure that allowed 
me to calm my mind

93APRIL 2021 |  MOTORING WORLD



94 MOTORING WORLD | APRIL 2021



JAWA PERAK
POWERTRAIN

Displacement 334cc, single 

Max power 30 bhp 

Max torque 3.33 kgm 

Transmission 6-speed 

CHASSIS

Type Double cradle 

BRAKES

F/R 280-mm disc / 240-mm disc

TYRES

F/R 100/90 R18 / 140/70 R17

DIMENSIONS

L/W/H (mm) NA

Wheelbase 1485 mm

Ground clearance NA

Seat height 750 mm

Kerb weight 175 kg 

Fuel capacity 14 litres

PRICE  ` 1.97 LAKH 
 (ex-showroom, Delhi)

liberation for as long as you want. 
And the Perak does all of this with 
absolute finesse.

While I was enjoying this zen, it 
is obvious that no ride is complete 
without a good whack of the throttle 
followed by attacking a few familiar 
corners where you just have to 
drop a gear or two and dive in. I am 
happy to inform you that the Perak 
is an absolute blast at it. It has a 
longer wheelbase compared to the 
other Jawas, the riding triangle 
is not so ergonomic, you will end 
up scraping the kickstand on left 
handers easily thanks to its low 
ground clearance, and it probably 
isn’t as refined as you’d expect 
it to be. But all of that bears no 
importance because every time you 
open the gas and tip the Perak into 
a corner, what you experience in 
those moments is nothing but pure 
fun, and that is all that matters.

Most modern bikes are equipped 
with LED lights, DRLs, fancy 
instrument consoles and tech 

features that keep you connected 
with everything that you actually 
want to leave behind. Well, the 
Perak lets you do just that. The 
blacked-out theme accompanied by 
the matte-black paint scheme with 
gold pinstripes, solo seat, small-yet-
functional bar-end mirrors and  
the round halogen lamp together 
evoke a sense of being in flight  
mode on every ride. It lets you enjoy 
your personal space, free to chase 
the shadows cast by the street  
lights above.

The Jawa Perak is one of the few 
bikes out there whose purpose of 
existence is unique. Many come close 
to delivering that feeling, but don’t. 
‘Style’, ‘solitude’, ‘cool’ and ‘special’ 
are some of the few words that form 
easy associations with the Perak, 
and they all make complete sense. 
Back from the therapeutic ride, I 
found myself back in my room, with 
a clear head and only one thought 
on my mind. How do I get this damn 
bike parked in the bedroom? ■

It lets you enjoy your personal 
space, free to chase the 
shadows cast by the street
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EXPERIENCE
H O N D A  H ’ N E S S  C B 3 5 0 
S U N C H A S E R S  R I D E

Text Janak Sorap  
Photographs Kuldeep Chaudhari & Punit Bharadwaj

Ping! An email from Kartik 
appeared in my inbox which, little 
did I know, would turn out to be 
the highlight of my year. It was an 
invite for a quest to the ‘land of 
the dawn-lit mountains,’ which is 
what Arunachal Pradesh means in 
Sanskrit. I had once visited this state 
before, but only for a short period, 
though even that was enough for me 
to fall helplessly in love with it. That 
is exactly what this experience has 
been all about. 

Before I begin with my journey, 
let me bring you up to speed 
about Arunachal Pradesh. It was 
earlier known as the North East 
Frontier Agency (imagine living 
in a state with that name!) and 
shares its international border with 
three countries, Bhutan, China, 
and Myanmar. Being the largest 
northeastern state it is inhabited by 
26 major tribes and around 100 sub-
tribes. This oxygen-rich state has a 
forest cover of over 82 per cent and is 
also home to four big cats — tigers, 
leopards, clouded leopards, and 
snow leopards — all in one protected 
habitat. Yes, we did spend a night 
in the very same national park, but 
more on that later. 

Six days in Arunachal Pradesh from 
the seat of the Honda H’ness CB350

 DAY 1: HELLO, NORTH EAST! 
I have this habit of checking flight 
paths during my travels. On this 
occasion, it paid off because after 
the layover in Delhi, I picked the 
window seat on the port side to get 
a good view of the Himalayas and 
I wasn’t disappointed. Gazing at 
the snow-capped mountains from 
a height of approximately 30,000 
feet, the captain’s announcement 
told me that it was none other than 
Mt. Everest that I was staring at. On 
landing in Dibrugarh, my thoughts 
moved to the motorcycle that I was 
going to be riding for the next few 
days, the Honda H’ness CB350. 
Having ridden it back home, I didn’t 
have any complaints about it. But 
being a motorcycle designed for the 
urban environment, I was sceptical 
about how it would perform in 
mountainous topography. 

 DAY 2: JINXED ALREADY? 
 (215 KM) 
My alarm was set to 5:30 am, a 
good two and a half hours before 
the roll-out time, but I quite literally 
jumped out of bed because of the 
daylight outside. India has only one 
time zone, and this far to the east 
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the sun rises at around 4:30 am 
and sets by 5:30-6 pm. This took 
some getting used to. Soon I was 
all geared up, done with loading by 
luggage in the truck and breakfast, 
ready to get on the saddle of the 
CB350. I let the bike idle to get to 
operating temperature, took it off the 
stand and slotted it in first — and 
the motor died. I tried again and the 
same thing happened. The kickstand 
safety switch had malfunctioned. 
Luckily, it was a quick fix and I soon 
lined up at the back of the convoy 
which was led by motorsport veteran 
Vijay Parmar and his team.

We were headed for the Bomjir 
bridge, with our first stop in 
Ruksin which lies on the border 
of Assam and Arunachal Pradesh, 
for the ceremonial flag-off of the 
SunChasers ride. After a short 
performance by a tribal group  
and a press conference, we were 
back on our bikes, riding on smooth 
tarmac that seemed to have been 
paved only for us. The reason  
behind this can be attributed to  
the rift between India and China at 
the international borders. Improving 
the infrastructure is one of the  

best ways to keep a foreign country 
from encroaching.

Halfway through the day, we 
turned off from the tarmac to a  
soft silt path which led to the 
riverbank of the Brahmaputra where 
we had lunch. The next half of the 
day’s ride was spent traversing 
canyon roads where I, along with 
the others, scraped the ’pegs of the 
CB350 around twisties. We arrived 
at Bomjir where we were to spend 
the next two nights in wooden  
huts with the view of a large river 
body that converges with the  
mighty Brahmaputra. 

 DAY 3: MOUNTAIN PASS 
 (190 KM) 
The next morning we were back on 
the road headed for Tezu and then 
Lohit View for lunch, and then back 
to Bomjir. The landscape around us 
was constantly changing from flat 
plains to densely forested sections to 
long bridge crossings over multiple 
tributaries. Even the weather 
would change without warning. The 
day started overcast, which later 
changed to rainfall, and then again 
overcast by the time we crossed 

Tezu. Soon after Tezu, we turned 
off the highway towards a road 
that narrowed to a single-lane ghat 
leading to Hawa Camp. We savoured 
a tasty lunch with the view of the 
Lohit river flowing down below. It is 
said that delays are sometimes God’s 
plan to give something better. 

Arun and Jobo, journalists from 
other publications, had to wait for 
lunch while the rest of the convoy 
had to head back to Bomjir. I elected 
to stay back so that I could ride back 
with them, and my patience was 
rewarded with straight, empty roads 
with long sweeping corners. It was 
like the gods of speed wanted to see 
the CB350 at full clip. The three of 
us spent the ride back out-dragging 
each other for kilometres at a 
stretch. What fun! It was a blessing 
in disguise, and truth be told, the 
CB350 held on well without showing 
any signs of any drop in power. I was 
thoroughly impressed!

 DAY 4: ROADS? WHAT’S THAT? 
 (150 KM) 
The next day had plans for us. We 
were to head to Namdapha National 
Park while passing through the 
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Mud splashing and more is what led to that smiling headlamp

Long and empty sweeping roads with fellow mates is nothing but pure unadulterated motorcycling fun

Enjoying little moments of fame once in a whileThat’s the sign of a happy guy on two wheels Nothing like savouring on authentic Arunachal food everyday

The men of a tribal clan wearing armour made from bear skin, conducting a ceremonial performance for our arrival

The next half 
of the day’s 
ride was spent 
traversing 
canyon roads

Dogs here are many and friendly and utterly cute
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town of Miao. And no, as much as I 
wanted, it wasn’t crawling with cats. 
The first 100 km from Bomjir to 
Miao were all paved, however, it was 
the last 50 km that none of us had 
prepared for. With 50-foot tall trees 
becoming a common sight, soon the 
road that we were riding on ceased 
to exist. What lay ahead was a river 
crossing followed by kilometres of 
slush and muck with patches of 
loose gravel. This is exactly what I 
was worried about with the H’ness. 

However, to my surprise, once I 
had the traction control switched 
off, I was standing on the ’pegs and 
having a ball of a time, gunning the 
bike along. From ruts to jumps to 
slippery patches, the H’ness held 
on well. After the last patch proper 
off-roading, we were tired and called 

I was standing 
on the ’pegs 
and having a 
ball of a time

My small moment of living the refugee life
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Welcome arches are a regular sight here. And no, Miao is not run by cats as I had hoped

An officer overlooks into Myanmar from the check post 



it an early night to get as much rest 
as possible.

 DAY 5: DON’T I NEED A 
 PASSPORT FOR THAT? 
 (140 KM) 
The crew had told us that the fifth 
day of the ride was going to be 
an eventful one. And they were 
right! We had silky tarmac for the 
most part, thanks to the Border 
Roads Organisation, and very few 
mountains to go through. It all 
changed when we were led by an 
army vehicle up a twisting road that 
barely had regular traffic passing 
through it. It was the Pangsau Pass 
that lies on the crest of the Patkai 
Hills on the India-Burma (Myanmar) 
border. The pass has historical 
significance as the Stillwell Road, 

built during World War II to allow 
Western Allies to deliver supplies 
to China and to aid the war effort 
against Japan.

 DAY 6 & 7: THE FINAL FRONTIER   
 (80 KM & 160 KM) 
The sixth day of the ride consisted 
of visiting the Golden Pagoda as we 
headed back from Miao to Namsai. 
Our convoy went through acres of 
tea plantations and vast expanses 
of flat land meeting the horizon. The 
day ended with a grand celebration 
that went on till late at night, 
thankfully because the roll out on 
the next morning wasn’t an early 
one. The seventh and final day of 
the ride was about heading back 
from Namsai to Dibrugarh. As we 
were nearing the end of the journey, 

traffic had started to increase, which 
meant we had to reduce our pace.  
The last 20 km were mostly spent 
riding through the city traffic before 
reaching the same hotel where we’d 
started from.

With that, the ride was officially 
over as we parked our bikes in the 
same parking lot where we had 
received them. Later that day, along 
with a bunch of other journos, I 
headed out to feed on authentic 
Arunachal food one last time. We also 
shared and laughed over the incidents 
that occurred during the journey.

The Honda CB350 SunChasers 
ride will undoubtedly be one trip that 
I’ll never forget. It was a fantastic 
experience to explore the diverse 
beauty of Arunachal Pradesh, all from 
the seat of a motorcycle. ■
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The 125 Duke has received a new lease of life. Did it have to?
By Janak Sorap Photographs Kaizad Adil Darukhanawala

ORANGE CANDY
The KTM Dukes are all fun 
motorcycles. They are the kind of 
bikes that constantly nudge you to 
twist that right wrist all the way, 
all the time. And you tend to give 
in sooner rather than later because 
deep down you want that, too. One 
of the reasons why that character 
is present throughout the Dukes, 
and indeed all KTM motorcycles, is 
probably because this Austrian bike 
maker ensures that everyone from 
the top bosses to the assembly line 
employees ride motorcycles. Pretty 
cool, huh!

So, when I swung my leg over the 
new 125 Duke and thumbed the 
starter, I already knew what was 
in store for me. But before I get to 
the riding bit of the motorcycle, let 
me quickly list the new things on 
the 125 Duke. The first thing you’ll 
notice is the fresh styling; while I 

am still a fan of its predecessor’s 
looks, the 2021 iteration has given 
the baby Duke a new lease of life. 
You’ve got sharp lines regardless 
of which side you look at it from, 
aggressive tank extensions, an 
exposed split-trellis frame, a split 
seat, and as always a minimalist 
use of body panels. While owners of 
the 200 and 250 Dukes might frown 
at the near-identical design, 125 
Duke buyers are in for a win here.

Adopting the new design 
language has also resulted in 
changes to the riding triangle 
and a few other dimensions. The 
seat is now wider which gives the 
rider more space to move around 
in, and it’s also taller, taking the 
seat height to 818 mm. While the 
footpeg position remains the same, 
the added recess around the tank 
and the seat design lets one grip 
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KTM 125 DUKE
POWERTRAIN

Displacement 124.71cc, single

Max power 14.3 bhp@9250 rpm

Max torque 1.22 kgm@8000 rpm

Transmission 6-speed 

CHASSIS

Type Steel split-trellis

BRAKES

F/R 300-mm disc / 230-mm disc

TYRES

F/R 110/70 R17 / 150/60 R17 

DIMENSIONS

L/W/H (mm) 1993/789/1083

Wheelbase 1366 mm

Ground clearance 155 mm

Seat height 818 mm

Kerb weight 159 kg 

Fuel capacity 14.5 litres

PRICE  ` 1.51 LAKH 
 (ex-showroom, Delhi)

Tail section is easy to mistake for a larger Duke’s

Same instrument console here but still informative    

Butter-smooth mill can be ridden at full clip all day long Same headlamp from the 200 Duke with LED DRLs 

the tank better. Speaking of which, 
the 14.5-litre fuel tank, too, is 
borrowed from the bigger Dukes.

Now underneath all that new 
bodywork and frame, the 125 Duke 
remains essentially the same. The 
liquid-cooled DOHC four-valve 
motor is rev-friendly and is capable 
of being ridden at full clip all day 
long. The 6-speed gearbox is slick 
with positive shifts on every tap. 
Being a 125cc unit, expecting that 
immediate acceleration from a 
standstill like other KTMs would 
be wrong. It’s a bit different with 
the baby Duke; different because 
until 6000 rpm the engine feels 
calm and composed with not 
much engagement from the bike. 
Past that, it unravels its true DNA 
with a spirited nature eager to 
redline every gear before ultimately 
maxxing out at 115 kph.

What the 125 Duke lacks in 
power it makes up for with agility. 

With its premium cycle parts and 
a well-designed chassis, this Duke 
is a riot to play with on the streets. 
With the limited power, you can’t 
overshoot a corner, but can rather 
ride close to the capabilities of the 
suspension and chassis, and enjoy 
it to the fullest. And this setup 
is the ideal one for any budding 
motorcyclist who wants to ride 
faster and safer in the long run.

In conclusion, the 125 Duke 
is a fantastic bike for a newbie to 
start on. It has the tech, sufficient 
power and a premium feel. But 
most importantly, it is equipped 
with premium parts that make 
the whole experience safer and 
worthwhile. However, for an asking 
price of ` 1.51 lakh (ex-showroom), 
the 125 Duke is expensive to 
purchase if not to maintain. Better 
behave nicely for a couple of 
months before taking your parents 
to the KTM showroom, then. ■

The 125 Duke is a fantastic 
bike for a newbie to start on
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A café racer in a scrambler’s shoes? 
It’s the new CB350RS from Honda 

SHORT SHIFT
HONDA CB350RS

By Janak Sorap  Photographs Aditya Upadhyaula

CROSS IDENTITY
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HONDA CB350RS
POWERTRAIN

Displacement 348.36cc, single 

Max power  20.78 bhp@5500 rpm 

Max torque 3.05 kgm@3000 rpm 

Transmission 5-speed 

CHASSIS

Type Half duplex cradle

BRAKES

F/R 310-mm disc / 240-mm disc

TYRES

F/R 100/90 R19 / 150/70 R17   

DIMENSIONS

L/W/H (mm) 2171/804/1097

Wheelbase 1441 mm

Ground clearance 168 mm

Seat height 800 mm

Kerb weight 159 kg 

Fuel capacity 15 litres

PRICE  ` 1.96 LAKH 
 (ex-showroom, Delhi)

hint towards a scrambler. Go figure.
Café racers or scramblers, both 

these styles are known for speed 
and agility. Now, the CB350RS is 
indeed agile, which we will address 
in a bit, but in terms of speed, it 
isn’t quite the case. You see, Honda 
has swapped the H’ness’s tall ’bar 
with a flatter and wider one, the 
footpegs are rearset and higher to 
provide more cornering clearance, 
and instead of the 18-inch wheel 
at the rear, the CB350RS gets a 
17-inch wheel with a taller-profile 
tyre. What all this translates to is 
a sportier stance that eggs you to 
twist that throttle hard for more 
speed. But what you’ve got is the 
same powertrain of the H’ness 

CB350 which is easygoing and 
relaxed through most of its rev 
band. The gearing is tall and even 
the final drive remains the same. If 
not the gears, it would have been 
great if Honda would have at least 
considered dropping in a larger rear 
sprocket for more initial and mid-
range acceleration.

Anyway, the CB350RS is an agile 
motorcycle that cuts through traffic 
like a hot Honda knife through 
stubborn Indian butter. The riding 
triangle is engaging, but I had to 
work the gears to keep revs high 
where the bike feels alive. The 
need for power is stronger with the 
CB350RS due to its sporty character 
and that can get a bit disappointing 
at times. The brakes offer a good 
bite with progression, while the 
suspension irons out most of the 
undulations that Mumbai roads 
have to offer.

Interestingly, Honda has 
skipped on the Bluetooth-enabled 

If you liked the Honda H’ness 
CB350 but are turned off by its 
name, you now have the option of 
getting the new CB350RS. While 
both motorcycles share the same 
underpinnings and powertrain, 
the former is a retro-modern 
standard bike, while the latter is 
based on a ‘road sailing’ concept, 
which is the reason for the ‘RS’ 
suffix. From the looks of it, the 
design of the CB350RS feels like an 
amalgamation of a café racer and a 
scrambler derived from the tourer. 
Now, I am not saying that this new 
Honda is a bad-looking motorcycle. 
It definitely isn’t, but considering its 
design cues, it is difficult to place it 
in one defined genre.

Looks are an entirely subjective 
matter, but in this case, I feel it 
is important to understand what 
is different on the CB350RS in 
comparison to its bling-bling sibling. 
First up, is the blacked-out theme 
which I totally like; I’m not a fan 
of chrome anyway. Excluding the 
exhaust shield, handlebar, mirrors 
and part of the engine covers, the 
motorcycle gets a matte-black 
treatment that accentuates the 
vibrant livery. In this case, the red 
tank with the black line racing 
across its length looks mighty 
appealing. The seat has a tuck-
and-roll type design that looks 
premium while providing adequate 
cushioning. Also redesigned are 
the side panels which add a dab 
of sportiness to the overall design. 
However, it is beyond this point that 
the CB350RS portrays a different 
persona. The revised tail section, 
shorter fenders, fork gaiters, block-
pattern tyres, and skid plate, all 

instrumentation and a power 
socket for the CB350RS which are 
standard on the H’ness. Despite 
the fewer features and chrome bits, 
Honda has priced the CB350RS 
at ` 1.96 lakh, which is close to 
` 10,000 more than the H’ness, 
something that I can’t get my 
head around. And that leaves the 
CB350RS as an interesting and 
good-looking motorcycle that could 
have done with a little bit more 
power and also a clearer identity. 
Maybe Honda’s betting on you 
getting one and customising it 
yourself. I can certainly see a lot of 
potential for that. ■

Tuck-and-roll seat looks premium. And is comfy, tooBlock-pattern tyres on alloy wheels look chunky No heel shifter here like on the H’ness
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TVS updates the 
Apache RTR 200 4V.
And we simply love it

SHORT SHIFT
2 02 1 T VS APACHE RTR 2 00 4V

By Janak Sorap 
Photographs Aditya Upadhyaula

GAME CHANGER
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wherein the front gets preload 
adjustment allowing the rider to 
adjust the damping depending 
on the requirement and a newly 
tuned monoshock for better track 
performance. While we couldn’t test 
the effectiveness of the adjustable 
suspension due to lack of access 
to a circuit, the setup is slightly 
stiffer than before. To complete the 
package, the company has dropped 
in adjustable clutch and brake levers 
with three-step adjustment for better 
feel and reach. Other improvements 
include a weight reduction of 1 kg 
and refinements in the braking 
system providing a stronger bite with 
improved feedback. 

With the mechanical bits covered, 
the Apache RTR 200 4V was also 
upgraded with Bluetooth-enabled 
instrumentation during its BS6 

update. Besides providing turn-
by-turn navigation, notifications 
and call alerts, the dedicated 
SmartXConnect app also provides 
the rider with race telemetry logs 
and crash alerts. As far as the user 
interface is concerned, it is swift in 
establishing a connection and is easy 
to operate as well.

To sum it up, with the new 
upgrades and tech, the Apache RTR 
200 4V has raised the bar yet again 
in terms of equipment, features and 
performance. Interestingly, TVS 
has also managed to keep the price 
competitive, something that the 
company could have easily bumped 
up for all that is on offer. And on that 
note, I think it is time I should start 
negotiations with TVS to exchange 
my RTR 200 4V for the 2021 model. 
TVS, you guys are listening, right? ■

TVS APACHE RTR 
200 4V
POWERTRAIN

Displacement 197.75cc, single 

Max power 20.2 bhp@9000 rpm 

Max torque 1.75 kgm@7250 rpm

Transmission 5-speed 

CHASSIS

Type Double cradle 

BRAKES

F/R 270-mm disc / 240-mm disc

TYRES

F/R 90/90 R17 / 130/70 R17      

DIMENSIONS

L/W/H (mm) 2050/790/1050

Wheelbase 1353 mm

Ground clearance 180 mm

Seat height 800 mm

Kerb weight 152 kg 

Fuel capacity 12 litres

PRICE  ` 1.33 LAKH 
 (ex-showroom, Delhi)

SmartXConnect lets you log trips with race telemetry

LED headlamp casts a wide spread and is bright, too

Preload adjustment on this Apache is a segment-first

If there is one motorcycle that has 
consistently impressed me over 
time, it has to be the TVS Apache 
RTR 200 4V. I am saying this, not 
because it’s the first motorcycle on 
which I raced at a track or because 
I bagged my first podium finish 
on it or because I bought the first 
one that was in our long-term 
media fleet a few years ago. I say it 
because this motorcycle is one of the 
few that has improved with every 
iteration. I don’t even remember the 
last time a manufacturer upgraded 
a motorcycle in its lineup with 
adjustable suspension and riding 
modes. It’s always something like 
Bluetooth connectivity and LED 
lighting to keep up with trends, so I 
was genuinely surprised with the list 
of the upgrades that have gone into 
the latest Apache RTR 200 4V.

Coming straight to what’s new, 
TVS has equipped the RTR 200 
with riding modes, a feature that 
has been lifted from the flagship 
RR 310. What you get are three 
modes — Urban, Rain and Sport. In 
the first two modes, max power is 
restricted to 17 bhp and the ABS is 
more intrusive, even more so in Rain 
mode. Sport mode unleashes the 
full potential of the oil-cooled four-
valve fuel-injected motor pumping 
out 20.2 bhp with least intrusion 
from the ABS. While I rode it for the 
longest time in Sport, every time I 
changed modes, the drop in power 
and increase in ABS intervention 
were easily noticeable.

TVS has equipped the RTR 200 
4V with a Showa fork since its 
launch. For the 2021 edition, it 
gets an all-new race-tuned setup 

The Apache RTR 200 4V has 
raised the bar yet again in 
terms of equipment, features 
and performance
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SO LONG, TURBO!
A TRYST WITH THE HYUNDAI AURA LEAVES US WANTING MORE

COCOONED AND SHELTERED, THIS IS THE FOUR-WHEELED DEAL

It was over before I could really 
savour it. The feeling of rush and 
adrenaline was so great and I was left 
craving for more. I am referring, of 
course, to the Hyundai Aura Turbo 
in the Motoring garage that came to 
me as a long-term vehicle, only to go 
back to Hyundai as its time was up.

For the duration of the year that 
the Aura was part of our fleet, my 
interaction with the Aura had been 
very limited. But to hell with the 
grumbling, for whatever time that the 
Aura was with me, it has graced me 
with wheelspins in first and in second 
gear, kept up with cars that were 
nearly twice its price, and sometimes 
even smoked them outright, all while 
squealing the tyres around corners 
and letting me practice my launches 
at every traffic signal.

LOGGING IT OUT
 HYUNDAI AURA SX PLUS 1.0
>  Lightens you by  ` 10.12  LAKH 
  (on-road,  Mumbai)

>  Lived with Janak
>  Odometer reads 13842 km
>  Drinking habits 35 kpl

 @HyundaiIndia   #MotoringAura

camera with sensors. There is practi-
cally nothing else that anyone would 
want beyond all of this.

The silver lining to the return of 
the Aura is that Hyundai is likely to 
provide us with its sibling, the Grand 
i10 Nios Turbo. And I can’t wait to 
get my hands on this hot hatch, if 
Kartik doesn’t grab it first, that is.

Phew! That is quite a lot from a 
car that can seat five in decent com-
fort, cool the cabin with its powerful 
air-con, and still return double-digit 
fuel-efficiency figures. On top of that, 
I also got keyless entry and igni-
tion, projector lamps, smartphone 
connectivity, wireless charging, 
automatic climate control, vents for 
the rear passengers and a reverse 

Turbo badge gives a legit 17 bhp bump
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COCOONED AND SHELTERED, THIS IS THE FOUR-WHEELED DEAL

TANK ME UPTANK ME UP

STUCK ON THE OUTSIDE WITH YOU

THE i20’S WAITING 
TO PROPERLY 
STRETCH ITS LEGS

A MINOR HICCUP WITH THE CRETA 
DOESN'T MAR ITS OVERALL EXCELLENCE

One solitary trip across town for a 
book sale. And perhaps a handful of 
drives to keep it running. That’s all 
the action the i20’s seen in the past 
few weeks. Actually there was anoth-
er time when I went to pick up some 
more books from Ex-Man Shreenand 
Sadhale, but that wasn’t much of a 
drive, either, only a couple of kilo-
metres. This lack of running time is 
probably why I already feel the itch 
to pack my bags and go for a long 
drive, perhaps to Bangalore or some 
such. Maybe I just might, too, if all 
goes to plan.  

The i20’s just begging to cruise 
on the highway, you see. On every 
curtailed occasion that I’ve taken 
it out, it’s barely broken a sweat, 
grunting around town saying, ‘Come 
on, is this all you’ve got? Show me 
a proper long haul, for crying out 
loud.’ And I’m interested in checking 
how it handles one, too. I’ve made 
a couple of secret bets with myself; 
I’ll tell you all about them if I win. 
Okay fine, one of them is that it’ll 
reach Bangalore on a single tank of 
fuel like its elder brother, the Creta 
diesel, did on a trip a few months 

LOGGING IT OUT
 HYUNDAI i20
>  Lightens you by  ` 10.61  LAKH 
  (on-road,  Mumbai)

>  Lived with Kartik
>  Odometer reads 7767 km
>  Drinking habits 16 kpl

 @HyundaiIndia   #Motoringi20

LOGGING IT OUT
 HYUNDAI CRETA SX(O) DIESEL
>  Lightens you by  ` 18.99  LAKH 
  (on-road,  Mumbai)

>  Lived with Pablo
>  Odometer reads 12009 km
>  Drinking habits 19 kpl

 @HyundaiIndia   #MotoringCreta

battery had gone.
Other than this episode, the 

Creta’s been an absolute dream to 
live with, doing everything I ask of it 
with absolute perfection. There really 
couldn’t have been a better winner of 
our SUV Of The Year award.

ago. Maybe it’s a bit of a stretch for 
the i20’s 37-litre tank, but whatever. 
Also, I just remembered, I should 
probably get those books out of the 
i20 at some point. 

I’ve been singing the Creta’s praises 
for months now, and I was begin-
ning to wonder if I would ever have 
the opportunity to add something to 
its demerit section. Well, here it is. 
I drove into my regular fuel station 
to tank the car up. After filling up, I 
pulled the door handle to get back in 
— and found the doors firmly locked. 
And all the windows were up. The key 
fob was in the car, as was my phone, 
so I really was in a very large pickle.

In about half an hour, two ser-
vice personnel arrived, fiddled about 
and got the front passenger window 
down. The key fob was retrieved, and 
it was dead as a doornail — likely the 
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LIVING LIFE ON TWO WHEELS, MONTH AFTER MONTH. AFTER MONTH

LOGGING IT OUT
ROYAL ENFIELD METEOR 350
>  Lightens you by ` 2.32  LAKH  
  (on-road, Mumbai)
>  Lived with Kartik
>  Odometer reads  1750 km 
>  Drinking habits NA

 @royalenfield  #MotoringMeteor350

OUR BOTY KEEPS THUMPING OUR BOTY KEEPS THUMPING 
RIGHT ON, DAY IN AND DAY OUTRIGHT ON, DAY IN AND DAY OUT

It must’ve been a funny sight for 
the Himalayan following me. Get-
ting a bit carried away and trying 
to overtake traffic into a corner on 
a flyover, the Meteor and I bounced 
off a well-placed expansion joint 
and towards the outer boundary of 
the reducing-radius turn. I remem-
ber thinking, ‘I am looking where 
I want to go, but the bike and I 
aren’t seeing eye to eye anymore. 
What can I do to avoid flying over 
the edge and ruining an innocent 
motorist’s day by landing on top 
of them?’ Okay, it wasn’t that long 
a thought but a split second that 
carried that general sentiment.  

A prolonged drag of the rear 
brake, a gentle nudge of the ’bar, 
and the Meteor aligned itself with 
my line of sight, sparing some 
hapless soul from the gravity-aided 

CALM AS YOU ARECALM AS YOU ARE

momentum of a 90-kg motoring 
hack. What surprised me was that 
there wasn’t any sense of doom to 
the event; it was just a situation to 
be dealt with, even if the Himalayan’s 
rider was probably left shaking. The 
Meteor is just so peaceful in its ways, 
even in the stickiest of situations. 
That is precisely why it’s the one mo-
torcycle I take out for early-morning 
rides around town. People do yoga, I 
ride the Meteor. 

Except for the feet-forward posi-
tion, I cannot fault the Meteor at all. 
That’s a personal preference, though, 
and if you don’t mind having weight 
on your lower back, I doubt you’ll 
find a friendlier motorcycle in its 
class. So carefree have I been since 
the Meteor arrived, I haven’t even 
bothered to measure its fuel con-
sumption, so you’ll have to bear with 

me until next time. The bike’s gotten 
its first service done already while it 
was with Janak, and the motor feels 
as smooth and unstressed as it did 
when we first got it. I’m thinking of 
asking RE for one of its aftermarket 
exhaust options for the bike, but I’m 
not sure if I want the Meteor’s zen-
like demeanour to change. What I 
am sure of is that it’s not leaving my 
garage anytime soon. 
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LOGGING IT OUT
 HERO MOTOCORP XPULSE 200
>  Lightens you by ` 1.36  LAKH
  (on-road, Mumbai)
>  Lived with Varad
>  Odometer reads  7146 km 
>  Drinking habits 41 kpl

 @heromotocorp   #MotoringXPulse

LOGGING IT OUT
HERO MOTOCORP XTREME 160R
>  Lightens you by ` 1.23  LAKH
  (on-road, Mumbai)
>  Lived with Varad
>  Odometer reads  2837 km 
>  Drinking habits 53 kpl

@heromotocorp  #MotoringXtreme160R

TRULY A POTENT MACHINE FOR 
OFFROAD AND B-ROAD TRAVEL , THE 
XPULSE RALLY IS A COUCH FOR THE 
LAZY AND A FLYING CARPET FOR 
THE MANIACS

A RELIABLE AND FRIENDLY MACHINE TO 
TACKLE DAILY CHORES AND TO TAKE ON 
THE JARRING BUSTLE OF CITY TRAFFIC. 
THATS THE HERO XTREME 160R FOR YOU

In the past few weeks, I have managed 
to rake in over 15,000 km of motorcycle 
travel and one-third of that has been 
on the Hero Xpulse Rally. As a trainer 
at an off-road academy, being on the 
lookout for technical trails is part of the 
job. And the Xpulse Rally is an adept 
tool for the task.At every opportunity to 
go scouting for new trails, the Xpulse 
has been my partner in crime. 

Casually cruising over the broken 
tarmac sections to climbing over the 
steep rocky inclines, the Xpulse has 

HERO OF THE GARAGE

EASY DOES IT

delivered on all counts. There was one 
incident where the clutch assembly 
gave up midway into an unknown trail, 
however. It was chiefly because the 
bike was due for service. Naturally, we 
changed the clutch plates on the ride 
and since then, it has shown no signs 
of fatigue whatsoever.

With almost 5000 km on it in little 
over a month, the Xpulse saw some 
heavy use over past weeks and going 
by my calendar, it will be put through 
more torture over next few days.

Like most machines that roll into 
the Motoring World garage, the Hero 
Xtreme 160R too is a constant runner. 
While it may not clock in endurance 
times like the biggies, it works like an 
undercurrent to make things happen 
on ground. For instance, the countless 
runs between the spares shop and the 
workshop where we keep tinkering with 
motors and parts that we want for our 
weekend shenanigans.

The Xtreme is the trusty workhorse 
that keeps us moving without demand-
ing any kind of extra TLC or attention. 
Over last few weeks, I have come back 

from a recce ride and have hopped onto 
the Xtreme for all my city runs. Easy 
on the body and mind, the nimbleness 
and energtic low-end make it an abso-
lute delight to ride through the mania-
cal traffic in Pune city. Despite all the 
errand running and city crawling, the 
Xtreme 160R is clocking in miles with 
literally zero maintenance expense on 
it. Now that is something very few ma-
chines can boast about.



seem as sure about it. I suppose they 
don’t know what to make of a bike that 
promises to be neither a cruiser nor a 
sportsbike, and yet somehow both. For 
the purpose of this particular account, 
I’ll take a proper cruiser, thank you 
very much.  

For the longest time, a cruiser 
had to be an American V-twin. Until 
I recently rode the BMW R18. With a 
huge motor that does full justice to 
the words ‘engine’ and ‘power plant’, 
the R18 is one hell of the motorcycle, 
and is probably the epitome of not just 
BMW cruisers, but also of the genre. 
I can’t wait to ride it with the Fat Boy 
on a long, rolling highway. That’ll be 
a mind-loosening trip for sure, each 
with twin pistons the size of my skull 
resounding with low-rev peace.   

Surprisingly, the Royal Enfield 
Meteor manages to capture that 
chilled-out nature of a cruiser even 
with a single-cylinder motor. For 
decades, Indians looked up to the 
venerable cast-iron Bullets as our very 
own Harleys, and now we have a RE 
that possesses the rich and laidback 
soul of a cruiser. Even if the 350 single 
means that it’s only a thin slice, not a 
whole pizza. Riding a relaxed cruiser 
feels like even more of a holiday than 
other types of motorcycles. Apexes 
are left unhunted, brakes are only 
feathered, and the only time to be 
beaten is the duration of the last 
soothing ride. And now I remember 
that I last had pizza over a month ago. 
I’m ordering one right away.  

Amboli Ghat, I rode that symbol of 
American corpulence exactly how it 
was never supposed to be. Redlining 
the first three gears, braking hard into 
downhill corners, turning the road 
into a whetstone that almost filed the 
floorboards into knife-like sharpness. 
This Harley-Davidson is still one of my 
all-time favourites, even if the new-gen 
one is perhaps a bit too progressive to 
be my ideal Fat Boy. 

Then there’s the Ducati Diavel, 
more an Italian cruise missile than a 

’BAR TALK

[kartik.ware@delhipress.in]

A LONG CRUISE

typical indolent species of motorcycle. 
I once rode one from Delhi to 
McLeodganj and back, and it was a 
booming riot of a ride. I quite liked 
the idea of a tight cruiser with the 
heart of a sportsbike, even if I didn’t 
get along with its unholy appearance. 
The Dominar is a smaller motorcycle 
along those lines and I loved that, too, 
when I rode it last in Mumbai traffic. 
Bajaj knew what it was doing when it 
made the bike, although buyers don’t 

Cruisers are like double-cheese 
pizzas with extra cheese. With cheese 
dip for good measure, too. I know I 
shouldn’t, that they’re probably not 
good for me, but I just can’t help 
myself sometimes. And you know 
what? When the time is right, there’s 
nothing I’d rather be on than a thick 
crust… um, cruiser. That right time is 
early in the morning, and while I can’t 
really have pizzas for breakfast every 
day without the cheese clogging my 
arteries like grease in a fuel line, I can 
most certainly see myself on a warm-
up ride every morning on a cruiser, 
right before I jump onto a café racer or 
a dual-sport bike. 

When I was growing up, exotic 
bikes were limited to two categories: 
sportsbikes and cruisers. The former 
were exciting howls, the latter were 
authoritative burbles, and I was 
besotted with both. The Fat Boy from 
Terminator 2: Judgement Day held 
sway over my daydreams, though. And 
the TV series American Chopper pretty 
much handed the lead to long-and-
low motorcycles in the race between 
the two schools of motorcycle thought 
that raged in my head. And so, I kept a 
close eye on the Kawasaki Eliminators 
and Yamaha Enticers of the day, all the 
while yearning for the Royal Enfield 
Lightning 535. 

Years later, when I finally rode the 
Fat Boy, it was better than I’d ever 
imagined. It wasn’t unwieldy at all, it 
radiated pure torque, and it was fast as 
hell, too. Later, I rode a bright-yellow 
one from Mumbai to Goa; with a fast 
KTM 390 Duke for company down 

KARTIK WAREKARTIK WARE
      @kartikware

Riding a relaxed 
cruiser feels like 
even more of 
a holiday than 
other types of 
motorcycles
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